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Mazibur Rahman 
BAEC chairman 
(current charge)
CITY DESK

The government has appointed nuclear 
scientist Dr Md Mazibur Rahman as 
the chairman (current charge) of the 
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission 
(BAEC) through a notification issued on 
August 18, said a press release.

Prior to this appointment, he was serving 
as the member (biology) of the commission. 
He also worked as 
the director of the 
International Relations 
Department and the 
national liaison officer 
of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
for a long time.

Dr Mazibur received 
his PhD from the 
Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium, 
in 2003 and completed his post-doctoral 
research as a fellow of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation (AvH) at Friedrich-
Schiller-University of Jena, Germany, in 
2008.

More than 50 of his research articles 
have so far been published in national 
and international journals.  Dr Mazibur 
was born in 1966 at Panipara village in 
Chandina upazila of Cumilla.

Once abundant, Teesta now 
yields empty nets

Thousands of fisher families pushed to edge of survival

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Once brimming with life, the Teesta is 
now a shadow of its past. Once home 
to dozens of native fish species in 
abundance, it today yields little more 
than a few scattered catches, pushing 
thousands of fisher families along its 
banks to the edge of survival.

The 115-kilometre stretch of the 
Teesta flowing through 13 upazilas of 
five northern districts -- Lalmonirhat, 
Nilphamari, Rangpur, Kurigram and 
Gaibandha -- nurtures 32 fisher villages. 

Each village houses 100 to 250 
families who for generations have lived 
by the river’s bounty. But today, many 
are abandoning their ancestral trade.

Fishermen said two decades ago the 
Teesta was teeming with native carp -- 
rui, katla, mrigel -- alongside large boal, 
tengra, shol, pabda, prawns and even 
the prized bairali, locally known as the 
“silver hilsa”.

“In the ’90s, just a few hours of 
casting nets would fill our boats,” said 
Sudhacharan Das, 65, of Jelepara village 
in Gangachara, Rangpur. “I would never 

return home with less than 20 to 30 
kilogrammes. Now, I struggle to catch 
even one kilogramme in a whole day.”

According to the Department of 
Fisheries, nearly 17,000 professional 
fishers worked in the Teesta in 2010. 
Now, barely 2,000 remain, and their 
incomes have dropped by 50 to 80 
percent.

Fishery experts and locals cited 
multiple causes: withdrawal at India’s 
Gajoldoba Barrage and regulation at 

Bangladesh’s Teesta Barrage drying the 
river in the lean season; flash floods in 
monsoon destroying spawning grounds; 
siltation disconnecting canals and 
wetlands; indiscriminate use of current 
and fry nets blocking regeneration; 
agricultural chemicals, brick kiln smoke, 
and sand and stone extraction ruining 
aquatic habitats; and climate change 
bringing erratic rainfall and sudden 
floods that repeatedly disrupt breeding.
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to police stations and 
Rab camps. But no one 
is helping us. Maybe my 
brother has been abducted; 
maybe he has been killed. 
We just want our brother 
back,” said Belal’s brother 
Sumon. 

comfort anymore. 
Now the family faces 

haunting questions -- 
“Where is Belal? Is he alive, 
or is his lifeless body lying 
somewhere?”

“We went everywhere, 
from government offices 

contradictory. Some 
claimed Belal had been 
missing since May 2024, 
while others said he came 
back once briefly and then 
disappeared again.

Contacted, the 
madrasa’s teacher Tariqul 
Islam said, “I don’t know 
where Belal is.”

Another teacher, Qari 
Mohammad Kashem, said, 
“Belal was my student. 
But since May 2024, he 
has been missing. While 
studying at the madrasa, 
he often stayed outside 
without informing anyone, 
once or twice a month. 
When he was confronted 
about that, he always made 
excuses.”

“After May, he went 
missing continuously. 
Once in June, he came for 
a day and then left again 
without telling anyone. 
Since then, we have had no 
contact,” he added. 

Meanwhile, both the 
police and the Rab have 
claimed that they are trying 
their best.

Sub-Inspector Arif 
Uddin, the investigating 
officer of Hathazari Police 
Station, said, “We identified 
the location in Teknaf, 
but it was not possible 
for us to go there. Later, 
when the court case was 
filed, Rab took over the 
investigation.”

Contacted, Inspector 
Masud, investigating 
officer of Rab-7, said, “We 
have conducted operations. 
Further rescue efforts are 
ongoing.”

But for the family, 
these assurances bring no 
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Several calls also 
followed. At times, Belal 
himself reportedly said 
over the phone that his 
madrasa teacher, Tariqul 
Islam, knew about his 
whereabouts. But when 
the family approached the 
teacher, they received no 
cooperation.

On August 29 last year, 
a general diary was filed at 
Hathazari Police Station. 

Investigators traced 
the mobile number and 
confirmed it was located 
in Teknaf, Cox’s Bazar. 
However, the police 
refused to conduct an 
operation.

When the family 
went to Rab-7, they too 
demanded the presence of 
police investigators. Then 
the helpless family kept 
moving from one unit to 
another, but no one agreed 
to act.

The family’s last hope 
was the court. Belal’s father, 
Amir Hossain, filed an 
abduction case in the Cox’s 
Bazar court within 30 days 
of his disappearance. 

The court directed 
Rab-7 to rescue him, and 
subsequently Rab did 
conduct an operation in 
Teknaf, but Belal could not 
be found.

The statements of 
madrasa teachers remain 

Lost without a trace

July victims 
demand law 
adviser’s 
resignation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The injured of July uprising and families of the 
martyrs staged a sit-in outside the Secretariat 
yesterday, demanding the resignation of Law 
Adviser Asif Nazrul.

The protest began around 11:15am outside the 
Jatiya Press Club, where demonstrators held a brief 
demonstration before marching to the Secretariat at 
approximately 12:30pm, blocking traffic in the area.

During the sit-in, protesters chanted several 
slogans, voicing their demands.

The protesters alleged that individuals accused 
in the cases over the July atrocities were securing 
bail in exchange for money. 

They demanded the immediate resignation of 
the adviser and the removal of judges who, they 
alleged, are allowing impunity for the accused.

The demonstration temporarily disrupted 
vehicular movement outside the Secretariat.

The protesters left the street around 3:00pm, 
giving an “ultimatum” for their demands to be 
addressed by next Sunday.

Meanwhile, in a Facebook post yesterday, Asif 
Nazrul said, “In a case filed by the family of a 
July martyr, the High Court has granted bail to 
a member of the police force. Naturally, this has 
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