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FLLASH FLLOODS
Rain halts
rescue ops
in northern
Pakistan

Death toll nears 350;

around 200 missing

AFP, Pakistan

Rain yesterday halted search and rescue
operations in northern Pakistan after flash
floods that have killed nearly 350 people
with around 200 still missing, officials

said.

Torrential rains across the country since
Thursday have caused flooding, rising
waters and landslides that have swept away
entire villages and left many residents

trapped in the rubble.

were reported in northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, according to the
provincial disaster agency, which warned

of new flash floods “till Thursday”.

Volunteers had been assisting hundreds
of rescue workers in their race against
time to find possible survivors and retrieve
bodies as fresh rains started lashing the

province.

“This morning fresh rains forced a halt
to relief operations,” said Nisar Ahmad,
31, a volunteer in worst-hit Buner district,
where “12 villages have been completely
wiped out and 219 bodies have been

recovered”.

“Dozens of bodies are still buried under
the mud and rocks, which can only be
recovered with heavy machinery. However,
the makeshift tracks built to access the
area have once again been destroyed by the

new rains,” he added.

Around 200 people are still missing in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, according

to local authorities.

Emergency workers carry a woman rescued from the debris of an apartment building struck by a Russian drone in Kharkiv,

Ukraine, yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

US keeps eye on India-Pak
situation ‘every single day’

Secretary of State Rubio reaflirms ceasefire monitoring role

TOI, New Delhi

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio on
Sunday claimed that the States monitors
the India-Pakistan situation “every single
day”, after repeated claims by Donald
Trump of having brokered a ceasefire
between the two nations.

Speaking to NBC news, Rubio said,
“One of the complications of ceasefires
is maintaining them, which is very
difficult. Every single day, we are keeping
an eye on what is happening between
Pakistan & India.”

This comes a day before Ukrainian
President Zelensky’s visit to White
House as the war-torn nations hopes for
a peace deal with Russia. Earlier in the
day, Trump exuded confidence ahead of
the meeting, posting “BIG PROGRESS

ON RUSSIA. STAY TUNED!” He again wake of Pahalgam terror attack.
claimed of have stopped six wars. “Ceaselfires can fall apart very quickly,
“If I got Russia to give up Moscow as  especially after a three-and-a-half year
part of the Deal, the Fake News, war (in Ukraine) like what we’re
and their PARTNER, the facing now, but I don’t think
Radical Left Democrats, =~ anyone disagrees that the
would say I made a terrible ideal here, what we're
mistake and a very bad aiming for is not some
deal. Thats why they | permanent ceasefire.
are the FAKE NEWS! What we're aiming for
Also, they should talk here is a peace deal so
abou’l Lhcy 6 WARS. etc. I there’s not a war now and

there’s not a war in the
JUST STOPPED!!” Trump furure” Rubio added.
posted. ’

! o In a separate interview
India has dismissed

) | with Fox Business, Rubio
Fhe clalrps Qf any thlrd_ party again mentioned the recent conflict
intervention in India-Pakistan truce

between India and Pakistan that
after the two nation launched military  President Donald Trump has repeatedly
operations against each other in the claimed he solved.

Myanmar to
hold 1st phase of
polls on Dec 28

REUTERS

Myanmar will hold the initial phase of its general
clection on December 28, state television said
yesterday, outlining a roadmap for the first polls in
the war-torn country in nearly five years that have
already been derided by critics as a sham.

The dates for the subsequent phases of the
elections, which authorities plan to hold over
December and January for security reasons, will
be announced later, Myanmar’s Union Election
Commission said, according to an announcement
on MRTV.

Myanmar has been roiled by violence since
a 2021 coup that unseated an elected civilian
government led by Nobel laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi, and the ruling generals, led by military chief
Min Aung Hlaing, have faced fierce resistance
from armed groups.

A total of 55 political parties have been
registered for the polls, of which nine plan to
compete nationwide, according to state media.
“Six parties are under review for approval and
registration,” The Global New Light of Myanmar
newspaper reported earlier this month.

[.ebanon moves to

disarm Hezbollah

US envoy says Israel’s turn
to ‘comply’

AFP, Beirut

US envoy Tom Barrack yesterday called on Israel
to honour commitments under a ceasefire that
ended its war with Hezbollah, after the Lebanese
government launched a process to disarm the
militant group.

“There’s always a step-by-step approach but
I think the Lebanese government has done their
part. They've taken the first step. Now what we
need is Israel to comply,” Barrack said following a
meeting in Beirut with Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun.

Under the terms of the November truce,
Hezbollah was to withdraw its fighters from the
Israeli border, with all weapons brought under the
control of the Lebanese state.

Israel was meant to fully withdraw its troops
from the country, although it has kept forces at
five border points it deems strategic.

Jorge Fernandez of Granada’s 401st BRICA (Special Reinforcement Brigade for Wildfires in Andalusia) carries out
a controlled burn in the village of San Martino de Alvaredos, Lugo area, Galicia region, Spain, on Sunday evening.

Two firefighters have been killed in Spain and Portugal, the authorities said.

ASIA-PACIFIC TENSIONS

China slams Germany for
‘inciting confrontation’

AFP, Beijing

China yesterday lashed out at Germany,
warning Berlin against  “inciting
confrontation and hyping up tensions”
after its foreign minister said Beijing
was “increasingly aggressive” in the
Asia-Pacific region.

During a visit to Japan, Johann
Wadephul said China had made repeated
threats to “unilaterally change the status
quo and shift borders in its favour”,
citing its behaviour in the Taiwan Strait
and the Fast and South China Seas.

“Any escalation in this sensitive
hub of international trade would have
serious consequences for global security
and the world economy,” Wadephul said
yesterday.

A statement issued on Sunday
before Wadephul’s visit to Japan and
later Indonesia said that China was
“increasingly asserting its regional
supremacy and, in doing so, is also
questioning principles of international
law.”

“China’s increasingly aggressive
behaviour in the Taiwan Strait and

the East and South China Seas also
has implications for us in FEurope:
fundamental principles of our global
coexistence are at stake here,” the
statement quoted Wadephul as saying.

China’s foreign ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning hit back
yesterday, telling a regular news
conference that the situation in the
East China Sea and the South China Sea
“remains generally stable”.

“We urge the relevant parties to respect
regional countries, resolve issues through
dialogue and consultation, and safeguard
the common interest of peace and
stability, instead of inciting confrontation
and hyping up tensions,” she said when
asked about Wadephul’s comments.

“The Taiwan question is China’s
internal affair,” she added. In the joint
press statement in Tokyo, Wadephul
also criticised “China’s support for the
Russian war machine” in Ukraine.

“Without it, the war of aggression
against Ukraine would not be possible.
China is Russia’s largest supplier of
dual-use goods and Russia’s best oil and
gas customer,” Wadephul said.

PHOTO: REUTERS

China’s top
diplomat
Wang arrives
in India

AFP, New Delhi

China’s top  diplomat
landed in neighbouring
India vyesterday, seeking
to bolster long-fraught
relations in the face of
intense pressure and tariffs
from the United States.

Foreign Minister
Wang Yi will hold talks
with  his  counterpart

Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, and is also
expected to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his three-day visit to
New Delhi. Modi, according
to Indian media, might also
visit China this month.
India’s foreign ministry
said in a social media
post that “important
engagements  of  the

India-China Special
Representatives and on
bilateral relations” were

scheduled over the next
two days.
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