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Tk 707cr spent in
9yrs, dengue still
ravages Dhaka

Experts blame outdated strategies, poor
planning and lack of coordinated action

WASIM BIN HABIB and HELEMUL ALAM
Despite spendmg around Tk 707 crore
over the past nine years, Dhaka’s two city
corporations have failed to shield residents
from the relentless surge in dengue and
other mosquito-borne diseases.

Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC)
spent nearly Tk 464 crore on pesticides,
cleaning weeds and water bodies, and
equipment purchases, while Dhaka South
City Corporation (DSCC) spent around Tk
243 crore on similar initiatives during the
period.

This year, DNCC proposed Tk 135 crore

ineffective due to outdated strategies,
poor planning, and the absence of a
comprehensive policy.

Without coordinated, science-based
action backed by nationwide monitoring,
the fight against Aedes mosquitoes, the
vector for dengue, will remain futile, they
warn, calling for an end to the repeated
use of the same outdated approach year
after year.

They suggest a specialised integrated
vector management department to lead
the initiatives with effective community
engagement.

While city officials continue to debate

YEAR I DNCC | DSCC

2025-26 | Tk135.50 | Tk 46.50 ggaﬁ-g -(!;512(;“'-
(proposed) (proposed) (|N CRURES)

2024-25 Tk 110 Tk 46.75

2023-24 | Tk87.50 | Tk 40.84

2022-23 | Tk52.50 | Tk 31.07

2021-22 | Tk53.50 | Tk23.01

budget and DSCC Tk 46.50 crore for
mosquito-control activities.

Yet the capital remains in the grip of
recurring outbreaks of mosquito-borne
diseases that pose an escalating threat to
public health.

Experts say the city corporations’
mosquito control efforts have largely been

strategy and funding, residents continue
to suffer. Neighbourhoods brace for the
worst with every rainfall, and families fall
ill despite taking every possible precaution.
Take the case of Asad Rahman, a
private company employee living in a
modest apartment in Mirpur. He spent
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

' Md Abdul Latif, 78, a
\resplratory patient,
struggles to use a
‘Eebullser onhisown -
t the medicine ward
of Sher-e-Bangla '
“~ Medical College \
spital in Barishal \
yesterday. The hospital
has been facing a- |
severe workforce |
crisis since intern
doctors went on |
strike over attacks on
medical professmnals
and a lack of -
workplace safety.
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‘Ukraine peace
deal possible’

Says Trump as he meets
Zelensky, European leaders

AGENCIES

US President Donald Trump yvesterday said a peace
agreement for the war in Ukraine is attainable as he
met Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and
European leaders.

Trump, speaking with reporters present at the
White House, said all would prefer an immediate
ceasefire but that he was optimistic that an agreement
could be reached to deter aggression in Ukraine.

He also said his Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin, at summit talks last week, had accepted that
PHOTO ON PAGE 12 SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

STONE LOOTING
Sylhet DC
withdrawn
amid flak

Companiganj UNO
also transferred
STAR REPORT

Mohammad Sher
Mahbub Murad, deputy
commissioner of Sylhet,
has been removed from
his post and attached to
the public administration
ministry as an officer on
special duty (OSD).

Sarwoer Alam, who is
currently serving as the
private secretary to the
Ministry of Expatriates’
Welfare and  Overseas
Employment adviser, has
been appointed as the new
Sylhet DC.

The Ministry of Public

SEE PAGE 2 COL1

Ducsu panels begin
taking shape

Deadline for nomination collection,
submission extended by a day

MAHATHIR MOHAMMED
Islami  Chhatra  Shibir  vyesterday
announced a full panel, while Chhatra
Odhikar Parishad and left-leaning
Gonotantrik Chhatra Jote declared
partial line-ups for the September 9
Ducsu polls.

Jatiyatabadi ~ Chhatra Dal also
collected forms but has yet to declare a
line-up.

Former Students Against
Discrimination spokesperson Umama
Fatema, who collected her nomination
papers yesterday, said she will announce
her panel today.

Meanwhile, the university authorities
extended the deadlines for collecting and
submitting nomination forms for Dhaka
University Central Students’” Union
clection.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4
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NEWS

Spain, Portugal
battle wildfires
as death toll
mounts

AFP, Madrid

Thousands of firefighters backed
by the military and water-bombing
aircraft yesterday battled dozens of
wildfires across Spain and Portugal,
as the death toll increased to six since
the outbreaks began.

The Iberian peninsula has been
particularly affected by forest fires
fuelled by a succession of heatwaves
and droughts blamed on climate
change that have hit the southern
Mediterranean.

Two firefighters were killed on
Sunday -- one in each country, both
in road accidents -- taking the death
toll to two in Portugal and four in
Spain.

The head of Spain’s Civil Protection
and Emergencies, Virginia Barcones,
told broadcaster TVE there were
currently 23 “active fires in operation
status two”, indicating a serious and
direct threat to the population.

The fires, now in their second
week, were concentrated in Galicia,
Castile and Leon, and Extremadura
regions.

As the Ducsu polls near, at least 442 aspirants picked up nomination forms yesterday, raising the total to 565 candidates for 28
posts since August 12. The deadline for collection, originally set for yesterday, has been extended until this afternoon. The photo
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was taken at the Senate Bhaban yesterday.
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upazila.

Man dies after loan
shark ‘forces poison
down his throat’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A man was allegedly poisoned to death by a loan
shark and his associates in Rajshahi’s Mohanpur

The deceased Fazlur Rahman Babu, 55, was
forced to ingest a type of herbicide on Thursday,
said his family.

He died while undergoing treatment at Rajshahi
Medical College Hosptial on Friday.

On Saturday night, Fazlur's wife, Anjuara
Begum, filed a murder case against Dhuluy, 45, a
known loan shark in the area.

Police arrested Dhulu the same night.

According to the case statement, around
11:00pm on Thursday, some unidentified persons
tied up and left Fazlur in front of a tea stall near
his house at Belna Purbo Para village.

“Soon after, neighbours started gathering
around him. After being informed, Fazlur’s
younger son, Tariqul, rushed to the spot and
found smell of poison coming from his father’s
mouth. He was taken to Mohanpur Upazila Health
Complex, where doctors referred him to Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital,” said the case statement.

While undergoing treatment, Fazlur told his
elder son Shah Alam that Dhulu, along with 5-6
unidentified others, had tied him up and forced
poison down his throat. Shah Alam kept a record

SEE PAGE 8 COL 6

Sylhet DC withdrawn amid flak

FROM PAGE 1
Administration issued a notification
regarding the transfers yesterday.

Meanwhile, Companiganj Upazila
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Azizunnahar
has been transferred to Fenchuganj
upazila, and Md Shafiqul Islam, the
current UNO of Fenchuganj, has been
appointed as the new Companiganj
UNO.

Sylhet’s Divisional Commissioner
Khan Md Reza-Un-Nabi issued the
transfer orders, confirmed Debojit
Singha, additional divisional
commissioner of Sylhet.

The local authorities have faced
widespread criticism after reports
surfaced on the rampant looting of

stones from Bholaganj Sada Pathor in
Sylhet’s Companiganj upazila that has
allegedly been going on since August 5
last year.

In the face of public outrage, joint
forces, including local administration,
police, Rab, and the army, launched
operations to recover the stolen
mineral resources.

As of Sunday, around 4.5 lakh cubic
feet of stones were recovered during
multiple drives conducted all over the
Sylhet district.

On the same day, Environment
Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan accused
the local administration of complicity
in the looting of stones from Sada
Pathor, and called for immediate

Tk 707cr spent in 9yrs

FROM PAGE 1

a considerable sum on mosquito
nets, sprays, coils, repellents, and
cleaned his home regularly. Yet two
weeks ago, he, his wife, and his elderly
mother were infected with dengue.

“We did everything we could
and even spent money beyond our
capabilities,” he said.

Asad said that although dengue
has taken a dangerous turn in
recent years, he has not seen any
urgency in the authorities’ response.
In his neighbourhood, fogging is
sporadic at best, and other preventive
measures are rarely visible.

“It feels like we’re on our own,” he
added.

First identified in 2000, dengue,
once considered a seasonal issue,
has now become a major public
health concern, with cases occurring
throughout the year.

Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS) data show the dengue
outbreak is worsening. In 2016, the
number of deaths was only 14, while
6,060 people were infected.

The situation worsened in 2019,
when more than 100,000 cases
and over 179 deaths were recorded.
However, the worst dengue outbreak
in the country’s history occurred in
2023, with 1,705 deaths and 3,21,179
hospitalisations.

As of yesterday morning, 105
people have died from dengue this
year, according to DGHS, with 45
of the fatalities reported from the
Dhaka metropolitan areas. At least
380 dengue patients were hospitalised
in the 24 hours leading up (o
yesterday morning, bringing the total
number of reported infections to
26,758, including 6,133 from Dhaka
metropolitan areas.

The daily dengue bulletin of DGHS
is based on data from only 59 public
and private hospitals in Dhaka and 80
district- and divisional-level hospitals,
whereas around 16,000 hospitals,
clinics, and diagnostic centres across
the country provide dengue care. This
means the true scale of the outbreak
remains undetermined.

SAME OLD APPROACH

Every year, both DNCC and DSCC
launch mosquito control drives in the
capital aimed at curbing the spread
of dengue and other vector-borne
diseases.

These efforts typically include
fogging operations in residential areas,
markets, and public spaces to Kkill
adult mosquitoes, larvicide spraying
in stagnant water bodies, drains,
and construction sites. They also
run awareness campaigns and some
special drives.

And the lion’s share of the
city corporations’ spending is on
insecticide purchases.

For example, DNCC proposed
allocating Tk 135.5 crore for mosquito
control activities in fiscal 2025-26, of
which Tk 80 crore has been set aside
for insecticide purchase. It spent Tk 65

crore on insecticides in the last fiscal
year.

Meanwhile, DSCC proposed Tk
46.50 crore for mosquito control
programmes, of which Tk 45 crore has
been allocated for buying insecticides,
up from Tk 40 crore in FY24-25.

The rest of the money is usually
spent on equipment, including fogger,
wheel, and spray machines, their
transportation, and special cleaning
activities.

Experts, however, say this old
approach is wunlikely to produce
significant results in curbing the
menace amid a changing climate.

Entomologist GM Saifur Rahman
said the city corporations must identify
breeding sources from the beginning
of the year. Authorities should first
categorise neighbourhoods based
on dengue cases and then carry out
vigorous anti-mosquito drives in those
areas.

action against those involved.

On August 15, Md Anwarul Habib,
director general of the Bureau of
Mineral Development (BMD), filed a
case accusing around 1,500 unnamed
inndividuals in connction to the
looting of stones from Sada Pathor.

So far, five people have been
arrested in the case.

According to the case statement,
since August 5 last year, miscreants
have been illegally extracting stones
worth hundreds of crores of taka from
the government-gazetted quarry area,
as reported by several media outlets.

The statement also noted that the
identities of those directly involved had
remained unconfirmed until now.

a multidisciplinary team, including
biochemists, biologists, serologists,
and GIS (Geographic Information
Systems) experts, working year-round
to track resistance patterns and guide
insecticide use, he said.

“We do not even know which
insecticide is currently eflective
against Aedes mosquitoes,” he added.

Farhad Hussain, director (disease
control) of DGHS, said they handle
dengue management, while vector
control is carried out by other
authorities.

“Instructions have already been
given to all centres under DGHS across
the country to take necessary steps and
strictly follow the national guidelines
on dengue management,” he said.
WHAT TWO CITY
CORPORATIONS SAY
Asked whether the insecticides are
effective, DSCC Chiel Health Officer
Nishat Parvin said they use insecticides

YEAR | DNCC’S BUDGET (INCRORE) | DSCC'S BUDGET (IN CRORE)
2020-21 Tk 50.50 Tk 19.37
2019-20 Tk 58 Tk 25.7%
2018-19 Tk 17.50 Tk 19.52
2017-18 Tk 17.50 Tk 13.90
2016-17 Tk 16.85 Tk 17.18

Entomologist Kabirul Bashar said,
“Field-level work must be assessed
regularly -- ideally every two months.
Monitoring reports should guide
decisions.”

He also said insecticide resistance
patterns vary from city to city
and strategies must be tailored
accordingly. “We keep using the same
types of insecticides even though
mosquitoes here have developed
resistance to them. We have also failed
to involve researchers in the process.
The government must engage experts
and use laboratory findings to design
effective interventions,” he added.
WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE
Experts said it will not be possible to
check the Aedes mosquito population
without an  integrated vector
management department.

The department would conduct
research on vectors and develop plans
to manage them. The outcomes would
be shared with all city corporations,
municipalities, upazilas, and union
parishads across the country, they said.

“The absence of a dedicated national
authority for vector management is
a major gap in the efforts to control
mosquitoes,” said Saifur Rahman.

“City corporations alone cannot do
the job. There should be a specialised
government  department led by
entomologists to conduct surveillance,
analyse data, issue directives, and
coordinate responses nationwide.”

The department would employ

only after receiving positive results
from three separate tests conducted by
the IEDCR, the Plant Protection Wing
of Agriculture Extension Department,
and DSCC itself.

“We only use them when we
get 95 percent effectiveness in
this coordinated testing in field
applications,” she said. She added they
have not found any proof of insecticide
resistance so far.

On the complaint of irregular
fogging, Nishat said they conduct area-
based fogging drives based on patient
lists provided by DGHS.

Contacted, DNCC Administrator
Mohammad Azaz said the insecticides
used for larviciding and adulticiding
are effective. Apart from the three tests
before purchase, he said they conduct
daily chemical tests after collecting
Aedes larvae.

Azaz, however, said the main
challenge lies with fieldworkers,
many of whom have not applied the
insecticides properly in the past.
Another problem, he said, is their
inability to carry out drives inside
houses, where breeding grounds exist
and contribute to infections.

However, he claimed the situation

has improved.
“We are conducting awareness
campaigns and operating mobile

courts to ensure the destruction of
breeding sources inside houses across
DNCC areas,” he said.

Ducsu panels begin taking shape

FROM PAGE 1
A notice signed by Prof Dr Mohammad
Zashim  Uddin, chief returning

officer, said students showed great
enthusiasm, but many could not collect
papers within time. “To ensure equal
opportunities, the deadlines have been
extended to 5:00pm August 19 for
collection and 5:00pm August 20 for
submission.”

Yesterday alone, 442 aspirants picked
up forms, bringing the total to 565
candidates for 28 posts since August 12.

Shibir’s 28-member panel includes
Abu Sadik Kayem for vice president,
SM Farhad for general secretary, and
Mohiuddin Khan for assistant general

secretary.
Among its picks are an ethnic
minority student, students injured

in the July uprising, students with

disabilities, and activists linked to
United People’s Bangladesh and
Inquilab Mancha.

Fatima Tasnim Juma of Inquilab
Mancha will contest for Liberation War
and democratic movement secretary,
while Khan Jasim, who lost an eye
during the uprising, is the candidate for
international affairs secretary. Sorbo
Mitra Chakma will vie for a member
post.

Gonotantrik  Chhatra Jote, a
coalition of left-leaning groups,
announced candidates for the top three
posts: former Shamsunnahar Hall VP
Sheikh Tasnim Afroze Emi for VP, DU
Chhatra Union President Meghmallar
Bosu for GS, and Jabir Ahmad Jubel of
Biplobi Chhatra Maitree for AGS.

Samajtantrik Chhatra Front
President Muzammel Haque has been
nominated for Liberation War and
democratic movement secretary. The
alliance said it will announce its full
panel today.

Umama Fatema is expected to lead
an independent panel and run for
VP. Sources said the GS post remains
undecided, with DU Journalists’
Association  President ~ Mohiuddin
Muzahid Mahi and its former president
Al Sadi Bhuiyan under consideration.

After collecting her form, Umama
said, “We’ll unveil the panel tomorrow
[Tuesday| based on competence. We
aim to present a student-friendly
DUCSU panel.”

Bangladesh Gonotantrik
Chhatra Sangsad (BGCS) confirmed
participation under a “Boishommo
Birodhi Chhatra Sangsad” banner but
has not declared names.

Sources said DU BGCS Convener
Abdul Kader will run for VP and central
convener Abu Baker Mojumder for
GS. Debates continue over AGS, with
Ashrefa Khatun, Zahid Ahsan, Tahmid

‘Ukraine peace deal possible’

FROM PAGE 1
there would be security guarantees for
Ukraine as part of any peace deal.

“In a very significant step, President
Putin agreed that Russia would accept
security guarantees for Ukraine and
this is one of the key points that we
need to consider and we're going to be
considering that at the table, also who
will do what essentially,” said Trump as
he opened talks with European leaders
and Zelensky at the White House.

He said that the United States would
help Europe in providing security for
Ukraine.

But he also suggested to reporters
that he no longer believed reaching a
ceasefire was a necessary prerequisite
for striking a peace agreement,
backing a position staked out by Putin
and opposed by Zelensky and most
European leaders.

Meanwhile, French President
Emmanuel Macron yesterday called for a
four-way meeting including Furopeans
in response (o Trump’s hopes of
bringing together the Ukrainian and
Russian presidents.

Earlier, Trump and Zelensky took
questions from the media in the Oval
Office before meeting in private, six
months after their last appearance

Al Muddassir Chowdhury, and Hasib Al
Islam under discussion.

Separately, Jamaluddin  Khalid,
former Bangladesh Islami Chhatra
Andolon leader, and Mahin Sarker, joint
member secretary of National Citizen
Party, announced an independent panel
titled “DU First”. Khalid will contest for
VP, Sarker for GS, and Fateha Sharmin
Anne for AGS.

Hours later, the NCP expelled
Mahin for “breaching party discipline”.
In a notice, Joint Member Secretary
Saleh Uddin Sifat said Mahin did not
seek permission from the convener
or secretary before collecting forms,
calling it a “serious breach”.

Chhatra Odhikar Parishad declared
an 18-member panel, eight from the
parishad itself, leaving 10 posts vacant
for possible alliances. Its slate includes
Bin Yamin Mollah for VP, Sabina
Yasmin for GS, and Rakibul Islam for
AGS, alongside secretaries for science,
social welfare, health, human rights,
and career development.

JCD  leaders collected forms
individually. Central committee
Joint General Secretary Maminul
Islam Zisan, DU JCD Joint General
Secretary BM Kawsar, and Abidul Islam
Khan collected forms for VP, while
Jasimuddin Hall JCD Convener Tanvir
Bari Hamim took one for GS.

Speaking to reporters, Hamim said,
“We have over 400 aspirants. We’ve not
finalised our panel yet but will do so by
tonight [last night].”

Islami Chhatra Andolon members
also collected papers, with candidates
including Yasin Arafat (VP), Khairul
Ahsan Marzan (GS), and Saif
Mohammad Alauddin (AGS).

So far, 1,226 forms have also been
collected for hall unions, Prof Zashim
said at a briefing. Shahidullah Hall
drew the highest with 97, followed by
Zahurul Huq Hall (93), Surya Sen Hall
(90), Bijoy Ekattor Hall (88), and Amar
Ekushey Hall (84). Kuwait Maitree Hall
had the lowest with 29.

He said all forms were collected by
valid DU students and no one used a
party identity. “Any nominee found on
a criminal list before polling day may be
disqualified.”

The final DUCSU voter list shows
39,775 eligible voters -- 20,871 male and
18,902 female.

JCD CONCERNED

At a press conference in Madhur
Canteen last night, DU JCD leaders
alleged their activists were obstructed
while collecting forms at Bangamata
Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib Hall earlier
in the day.

Its president Ganesh Chandra Roy

there descended into disaster when
Trump and Vice President JD Vance
upbraided Zelensky in an extraordinary
public dressing-down.

This time, Trump and Zelensky
struck a far more convivial tone, despite
the US president’s stance that many
said represents that of Moscow’s.

In a show of solidarity, Zelensky was
joined by the leaders of Britain, Germany,
France, Italy, Finland, the European
Union and Nato in the White House.

“When it comes to security, there’s
going to be a lot of help,” Trump
told reporters, adding that European
countries would be involved. “They are
a first line of defence because they're
there, but we’ll help them out.”

Trump greeted Zelensky outside
the White House, shaking his hand
and expressing delight at Zelensky’s
black suit, a departure from his typical
military clothes.

When a reporter asked Trump
what his message was to the people of
Ukraine, he said twice, “We love them.”
Zelensky thanked him, and Trump put
his hand on Zelensky’s back in a show
of affection before the two men went
inside to the Oval Office.

Trump is pressing for a quick end to
Europe’s deadliest war in 80 years, and

Sahos said, “Despite failures of the
administration, we welcomed the polls.
We thought past mistakes would be
corrected. But the administration failed
to control the situation.”

He alleged a group tried to attack
their female activists and prevented
them from collecting forms. “Our
activists had to leave without papers
as hall security could not control the
situation.”

The JCD later submitted a complaint
to the vice-chancellor, demanding
a review of CCTV footage and legal
action. Leaders said the incident raised
doubts about a level playing field.

In response, BGCS accused JCD of
violating the Ducsu code of conduct.

Citing the incident at Fazilatunnesa
Mujib Hall, Kader alleged candidates
collected forms past deadline and faced
protests from general students. He said
JCD even branded protesting students
as a “mob”, and accused its leaders of
violating rules with processions and
slogans.

At a press conference at Payra
Chattar near TSC around 11:30pm,
Convener Abdul Kader read out a
statement regarding the “biased
behaviour by the Election Commission
favouring a particular group”.

“They are still waiting for Tarique
Rahman’s decision. We fear such
pressure could influence the results.
But we do not want a repeat of 2019
when the administration bowed to one

organisation.”
JUCSU NOMINATION
Jahangirnagar University yesterday

began distributing forms for its central
students’ union and hall elections. On
the first day, 46 aspirants collected
Jucsu forms and 86 collected hall-
level forms, said Election Commission
Member-Secretary Prof AKM Rashidul
Alam.

Collection and submission were
supposed to end by 5:00pm today.
However, after JU JCD called for an
extension, backed by BGCS, Shibir and
Chhatra Union, the administration set
new deadlines: collection until 2:00pm
and submission until 4:00pm on
August 21.

JU JCD Convener Jahir Uddin
Babor said his group had not finalised
its panel yet. Two factions of Chhatra
Union and several cultural groups are
also preparing line-ups, while Shibir
has already finalised its Jucsu and hall
candidates.

The Jucsu and hall elections are
scheduled for September 11.

(Our JU correspondent contributed
to this report.)

Kyiv and its allies worry he could seek to
force an agreement on Russia’s terms after
the president on Friday in Alaska rolled
out the red carpet for Putin, who faces
an arrest warrant from the International
Criminal Court for war crimes.

Trump said he liked the concept of
a ceasefire, but they could work on a
peace deal while the fighting continued.

“I wish they could stop, I'd like them
to stop,” he said. “But strategically that
could be a disadvantage for one side or
the other.”

He also said he believes Putin wants
to end the war and that he hopes
the three leaders can soon organise
a trilateral meeting. Putin has not
committed to such a meeting, though
Zelensky said he is ready to sit down.

Trump has rejected accusations
that the Alaska summit had been a win
for Putin, who has faced diplomatic
isolation since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in 2022.

Trump’s team has said there will
have to be compromises on both sides
to end the conflict. But the president
himself has put the burden on Zelensky
to end the war, saying Ukraine should
give up hopes of getting back Crimea,
annexed by Russia in 2014, or of joining
the Nato military alliance.



2nd Edition

DHAKA TUESDAY AUGUST 19, 2025
BHADRA 4, 1432 BS

The Baily Star

DHAKA

Enjoy Your Golden Years with

SENIOR CITIZEN PUBALI DEPOSIT SCHEME (SCPDS) ' S m o [_'lm
v Any Bangladeshi individual aged 59 years and above s @@% - ﬁﬂ '
s PUBALI BANK PLC.

can open account under this scheme.
Best Financial Institution ISO/IEC

v Attractive Interest Rate / Profit
DHL-The Daily Star Business Awards. 27001:2022

[ 6 Months FDR rate plus 1% p.a.]
e TSR GTAT &I T i T @A AT ST T T 7R Toreirary

Account
from anywhere |

PI Banking:
a Pubali Bank apps

JAVAVAY

Rated Bank

‘Mob violence
persists in some

Protect rivers
from pollution

Says Yunus; inaugurates B o parts of country ’
Nat'l Fisheries Week TSR WO ez 03¢ Home adviser says
UNBDhaka ...................................................... ) = 0. Brarysr incidents reduced

gllllrllelfs ;\S:tlgrega)Pzziile:(blot)nl\/lc?:qu?atg .'l\-l.-.\-‘ .‘u. S s near Dhaka
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pollution is contaminating water sources
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and putting public health at risk.

“We always talk about river
management but never about river
nurturing,” he said while inaugurating
National Fisheries Week 2025 at
the  Bangladesh-China  Friendship
Conference Centre in Dhaka.

Expressing concern at the rising levels
of pollution, Yunus said, “We throw all
our waste into rivers, making the water
toxic. That poison then enters our own

bodies.”
Highlighting
fisheries

approach towards nature.

“Because of the contribution of the
SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

ICT issues
arrest warrants
for ex-IGP
Javed, 4 others

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The International Crimes
Tribunal-1 yesterday issued
arrest warrants for former
inspector general of police
(IGP) Mohammad Javed
Patwary and four other
senior police officials in
connection with the killing
of seven people in Gazipur’s
Patartek area in 2016.

A three-member
bench of the tribunal,
led by Justice Md Golam

the crucial role of
in national life, the chief

adviser called for a more compassionate

Incidents of mob violence continue
in parts of the country, though the
government is working to curb them,
said Home Adviser Lt Gen (retd) Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury yesterday.

“Mob violence hasnot been eliminated.
It still happens in places like Rangpur.
In Dhaka and its nearby areas, such
incidents have reduced, but two or three
cases still happen outside the capital.
We are trying to reduce it further,” he

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus and other attendees pose for a photo after the inauguration of the National Fisheries Week 2025 at the

Bangladesh—China Friendship Gonference Centre in Dhaka yesterday. PHOTO: CHIEF ADVISER’S PRESS WING

When homes become
houses of horror

On average, 19 women were killed each month by their
husbands this year, reports Ain o Salish Kendra

NILIMA JAHAN

For the past week, social media
has been abuzz over the tragic
death of Syeda Fahmida Tahsin
Keya, a 25-year-old mother of four
from Dhaka’s Shewrapara, on the

that she had been cooking dinner
that evening. “Hall of the meat
was on the stove, and the rest was
waiting to be added. In such a
situation, how could she suddenly
decide to take her own life?” they
asked.

Mortuza Mozumder,
passed the order following
a petition submitted by the

night of August 13.

Family

sources added

that

and later phoned her [amily,
saying she was seriously ill.

When her parents rushed to
the hospital, they found she had
already died. Sifat abandoned her
body there and fled, leaving their
four children with his sister.

Just a week earlier, another

prosecution seeking the
warrants.

MonirulIslam, then chief
of the Counter Terrorism

and Transnational
Crime (CTTC) wunit of
Dhaka Metropolitan
Police, along with the

then superintendent of
police (SP) and additional
superintendent of police
(ASP) of Bogura district,
are among the accused.

FROM JAN-JULY THIS YEAR

BBS 2024 SURVEY

363 incidents of domestic violence reported

70% of women faced at

322 women killed in domestic violence,
133 by husbands

least one form of abuse
54% suffered physical/

999 received 17,341 calls on violence against
women, 9,394 against husbands

sexual violence from
husbands

Helpline 109 logged 29,161 calls of physical
_ assault, 19,584 of mental abuse

64% never disclose abuse
7.4% seek legal action

The names of some other
accused were not disclosed
to facilitate their arrest.
During the hearing,
tribunal member Shofiul
Alam Mahmood asked the

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

murdered by her husband, Sifat
Ali, who initially tried to present
her death as suicide.

Her family alleges that Keyawas  Keya’s
After

Keya’s parents told the media

Publish list of settders,
grabbed land in CHT

Speakers urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion yesterday
demanded that the government
publish a list of illegally occupied
land in the Chattogram Hill Tracts
(CHT) and disclose how many
settlers were moved there under
successive governments.

They also called for making the
land commission in CHT effective
to resolve land disputes affecting
indigenous peoples.

The event, titled “Activation of
the Land Commission to Resolve
the Hill Tracts Land Problem”, was
organised by the CHT Peace Accord
Implementation Movement at the
Dhaka Reporters Unity.

Nazmul Haque Prodhan,
general secretary of JASAD, said
the Chakma, Marma and Tripura
peoples are treated as outsiders,
which led to the policy of settling
Bangalees in the hills.

He urged the government to
reveal how much land was grabbed
or illegally leased under different
governments and how many
settlers were moved.

Ruhin Hossain Prince, general
secretary of Communist Party of
Bangladesh, called the land issue
the central problem of the hills.

He said new problems are
emerging due (o geopolitical
realities and  other  forces
becoming active in the region and
sovereignty-related issues cannot
be resolved without addressing
indigenous peoples’ problems. “We
must keep the struggle alive.”

Bazlul Rashid Firoz, general
secretary of Bangladesher
Samajtantrik  Dal, said the
implementation of the peace
accord depends on the united
struggle of hill indigenous people
and their allies in the plains.

He alleged that Bangalee settlers
were taken to the hills with bad
intentions.

“Although the accord lacks
a clear guideline for resettling
settlers elsewhere with dignity,
such a plan is necessary,” he said.

He said commissions formed
by the government lack proper
indigenous representation.
“The  Constitutional ~ Reform
Commission has no indigenous
representatives, for example.”

Saiful Huq, general secretary of
Biplobi Workers Party, said after
the July uprising they saw deep
frustration among hill people.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

elder daughter

returning home,

spoke

about the events of that night.

Sifat

allegedly assaulted Keya during an
argument, locked her in a room,

young mother was Kkilled. In
Gazipur’'s Kashimpur, 19-year-
old Jamey, mother of two, was
reportedly suffocated to death
with a pillow by her husband,

the Nilkhet area yesterday afternoon.

Rakib Hasan.

These incidents have fuelled
public outrage on social media,
but rights groups say murders by
husbands remain a grim, almost
daily reality in Bangladesh.

According to Ain o Salish
Kendra (ASK), 363 incidents of
domestic violence were reported
in Bangladesh between January
and July this year, resulting in 322
deaths -- including 114 suicides.

Among these fatalities, 133
women were killed by their
husbands, 42 by in-laws, and 33 by
their own family members.

That means, on average,
19 women were Kkilled by their
husbands every month this year.

Less than hall of these
incidents have led to formal cases
being filed.

Data from the national
emergency helpline 999
underscores the scale of the crisis.
Between January and August
15, the service logged 17,341
calls on violence against women,
including 9,394 specifically

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

After weeks of relentless rain, the heat returned, prompting people to splash water from a public pipe to cool
off. Some even filled bottles to take home, trying to beat the sweltering temperatures. The photo was taken in

PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

told reporters at the secretariat after
the 12th meeting of the Law-and-Order
Committee.

Replying to a question on whether
the ministry had issued any directive
banning the offering of flowers around

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

EC to unveil
polls action
plan this week

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The Election Commission (EC) yesterday said it will
unveil its action plan for the upcoming
13th national election later this
week, adding that the number
of polling centres will not be
increased.

“A draft action
plan, covering inter
departmental
coordination and other
issues, has already been

prepared. It will be placed

before the [Election]

Commission for approval, and

we hope to release it this week,”

EC Senior Secretary Akhtar Ahmed

told reporters at the commission headquarters in
Dhaka.

He said the monthly coordination committee
meeting also discussed issues related to polling
centres and National ID corrections.

“Applicants have the opportunity to appeal
regarding NID corrections. We are trying to
resolve these issues. If our data entry improves,
the number of such applications will decrease
further,” he said, noting that nearly 80,000
applications have been filed for corrections.

On polling centres, the EC secretary said, “We
have said that the number of polling centres will
not increase. However, this does not mean that
they will remain exactly as they were belore. The
number may still change.”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Exclusive
breastfeeding
rate declining
in country

Experts call for awareness

against formula milk
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

expressed concern over the declining rate of
exclusive breastfeeding in Bangladesh and
called for raising awareness to counter the
growing influence of formula milk.
Exclusive breastfeeding refers to giving
infants nothing but breast milk for the first

six months.

They also Exclusive
urged immediate breastfee ding
enforcement  of
the  Breastmilk rat.e was 65
Substitutes (BMS) percent in 2017
Act, 2013. 18 but fell to 55

The call came  hapcent in 2022.

at a workshop
marking  World
Breastfeeding Week 2025, organised by
the Medical Education and Family Welfare
Division in association with the Bangladesh
Breastfeeding Foundation (BBF).

At the workshop, speakers highlighted
the health risks of breastmilk substitutes
and the systemic barriers to breastfeeding.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 5
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Five Kkilled as
pickup crashes
into van in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Thousands sufler

as bridge collapses
in Mymensingh

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A 34-foot bridge over the Ayman river in Muktagacha
upazila of Mymensingh collapsed recently, leaving
thousands of people in severe hardship.

The collapse cut ofl communication between the two
banks, forcing people to cross on foot.

Locals said several days of heavy rainfall increased the
river’s water pressure, while soil erosion at both ends of
the bridge contributed to the collapse.

Built in 2001, the bridge was located at Amodpur
Kandigoan village on Muktagacha Natun Bazar to
Dapunia Road.

Residents alleged that recent excavation work by the
Water Development Board (WDB) in the river, carried out
without protective measures, weakened the structure’s
foundation and hastened its collapse.

Imam Uddin Mukta, a veteran journalist, said the
bridge had been the only means of communication for
thousands of people from several villages, including

Five fish traders were Kkilled after a pickup van
rammed into a covered van parked beside a road
in Chattogram city early yesterday.

Four others were injured in the accident that
occurred around 5:15am in the City Gate area.

Three of the deceased were identified as Kala
Das, 30; Akash Das, 28; and Ajit Das, 30.

A total of 10 fish traders were on their way to
the Fishery Ghat in Chattogram to buy fish, said
Alamgir Hossain, deputy assistant director of
Chattogram Fire Service and Civil Defence.

Upon receiving the information, a firefighting
unit from the Agrabad station reached the spot
and conducted rescue operations, he added.

Sajjad Saikat, a sub-inspector of Akbarshah
Police Station, said according to a preliminary
investigation, a mini pickup coming from the

117 acres reclaimed, but
encroachers creep back in

Freed WDB land in Ctg occupied again

vehicles are once again being
parked on WDB property.

The eviction drive, conducted
from Halishahar to Kattali in the
port city, had recovered valuable
government land after many years

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg
Just a month after a major eviction
drive, land reclaimed by the Water
Development Board (WDB) has
once again come under fresh

In Alif Corporation area near
Outer Ring Road of North Kattali,
around a hundred vehicles were
found parked on the reclaimed
land, while at least two makeshift
tea stalls had been set up. In

PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN
Family members mourn the deceased at CMCH.

encroachment, raising concerns ofillegal occupation. The operation  the Khejurtola  area, previously Faujdarhat area towards AK Khan lost control
students travelling to educational institutions. over Fhe sustainability of the COS‘l ar(‘)und Tk 20 lakh. With fresh dcmghshcd .‘qtyucturcs ‘had been and rammed into the rear of a large covered van
Shamsul Islam of Kandigoan village said the bridge was opcration. encroachment already underway, —rebuilt and fishing nets stored. parked beside the road.

Lokman Hakim, a local resident,
said, “The public money spent
on the eviction drive has gone to
waste, as the authorities have failed
to prevent the encroachers from
returning.”

locals said the effort and resources
spent have effectively gone in vain.

During a visit yesterday, this
correspondent  observed  that
grabbers have once again started
constructing structures on the
reclaimed land.

Several plots, part of the more
than one hundred acres of land
cleared during the July 13-15 drive,
have reportedly seen the return
of former occupiers. Makeshift
structures have already been set
up in some areas, while in others

Five people were Kkilled on the spot and four
others were injured, he said.

The injured were admitted to Chattogram
Medical College Hospital, while the bodies of
the victims were kept at the hospital morgue for
autopsy, the ST added.

built in response to long-standing demands from local
residents and had brought economic self-sufTiciency to the
area. Its sudden collapse, he added, has left farmers devastated
as they are unable to transport their produce smoothly.
Mohammad Rafiqul Islam, upazila engineer of LGED

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

SEE PAGE 9 COL 1

EC to unveil
polls action

STATUTORY NOTICE
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISION, DHAKA

STATUTORY NOTICE
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISION, DHAKA

Mob violence persists in some parts

FROM PAGE 3 He explained that means the arrest was not (STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION) (STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)
August 15, the adviser i i ” COMPANY MATTER NO. 1323 OF 2025 COMPANY MATTER NO. 1324 OF 2025

1gust 15, police recruitment - baseless,” he added. . IN THE MATTER OF: An application under section 81(2) read with section | | IN THE MATTER OF: An application under section 59 read with section 60
said, There was no covered constables and The adviser p an t ls B5(3) of the Companies Act, 1994, of the Companics Act, 1994,
directive from the home sub-inspectors i i . riticis AND AND

.. s ] sub Inspectors, while - in acknOWIedged Lrlthsm . DACE Mr. Nur-E-Ahsan Sazib --==Petitioner. Lama Rubber Industries Limited represented by its Managing Director, Mr
ministry specifically BGB and Ansar most posts that law enforcers often FROMPAGE-3 VERSUS Hasan Adil ——Petitipner,

prohibiting people from
offering flowers. What we

instructed was that no -qC ‘rui 3 i 3 letters are being sent to 22 Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh by the petitioner for condoning the section 60 of the Companies Act, 1994, was moved beforethe High Court
. . large scale recruitment offenders, while the blg arties whose g lications delay of holding the Annual General Meeting for the 2023 and 2024 of the Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh by the petitioner forreduction of
untoward incident should under the current ones escape. [ would P pp company namely " Brother Knit Composite Ltd" The Hon'ble Company Judge shares and share capitalof the company namely” Lama Rubber Industries

occur.”

Onwhether police acted
beyond instructions, he
said any such allegations
should be verified. “If

were at constable level.
“This is the first round of

government,” he said.
Asked about mass
lawsuits and allegations of
harassment through false
cases, Jahangir said police

target only “small fry.”
“We often catch minor

urge you [journalists]| to
highlight the real facts
- not only when big fish
are caught, but also when
the innocent is wrongfully

. . A i 5 Court of Bangladesh, Hall Room No. 02 (Main), Supreme Court B Supreme Court of Bangladesh, Hall Room No, 02 (Main), Supreme Count B
police obstructed without were not the only ones harassed,” he said. specific fcasons' Tti? R asociation Bnaban Shahireh Dhaka-1000. Mobile: +88-01911809825. “Association Bhaban Shahbagh, Dhaka-1000. Mobile: +88-01911809525,
instruction, it will be filing cases, as members Yesterday’s meeting Zf;laclzuonhic%llczf)ngiltcié(l)rnz
looked into. But our of the public were also alsoreviewed preparations ° Which - ¢ > b i i !
priority was to avoid any lodging P complaints. for the upcoml:;ngpnational werle. n(;)jt fulfilled,” he A radr:(n% [Eh()lt'}pﬂrztlﬂn 0:‘ Ban%;: dkEShq(rI;(’B}
unwanted situation,” he “To prevent innocent election, discussions ~ €Xplained. ‘B Bhaban, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-121
added. people from suffering, on the Police Reform .I(\i/lef?n“{ﬁllﬁ’ 1d tl? € EC www.tcb.gov.bd
Turning to eclection we are forming another Commission, progress in 3)?'11 ! tgel (Zjelirneietl:lltrilogli Commercial Section
preparedness, the adviser committee. The principle the July Kkilling cases, law of arliamentary Invitation For Tender {International) for Purchase of
dismissed concerns that is clear: the guilty will not and order in rural areas, constituenci% S from {#) 5,000 M. Ton of Brown Color Chickpea & (b) 1,100 M. Tons of Dates
no new forces had been escape, and the innocent extortion, snatching August 24 to 27. Over TR [ Wiiaiaire of Commerce.
appointed. Jahangir said will not be punished,” he and cyber propaganda, these  four days. the 2 | Agency Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB)
so far 15,851 policemen said. violence against women corﬁmisgion will ‘I’ICEII‘ 3 3 | Procuring Entity Name Additional Director (Commercial), TCB, Dhaka
have been recruited, along On the arrest of MyTV and children, narcotics ~ “ 760 licati 4 | Procuring Entity Code Mok applicable.
with 4,469 BGB members, chairman in a disputed abuse, bail of top o 3 (t)) 'L' applications 3| Procuring Entity District Dhaka. :
5,551 Ansar personnel, case, he said the matter criminals, unrest in the anc ovjections. - S_{ lnviiaticn for )Brown Color Chickpea & b) Dotes
’ . ’ o : > ) ) The hearings will take 7 | Invitation Ref. No. ) 26.05,0000.016.10.568.25.2191, b) 26.05.0000.016.10.568.25.2192
1,558 for the department was for the court (o garments sector, recovery place at the EC building T 15065005
of prisons, and 208 for fire  decide. “If the arrest was of illegal arms, border and |, der the chairmanship KEY INFORMATION —
service. In addition, new lllegal, the COU.rl WOUld hill l'r.aCl SIL.uallons,' and of Chief Flection 9 | Progurensent Method |UJ1¢n'|L-|JL|cri1|B Method (OTM) {Inernational )
personnel have joined Rab  have released him. Since conditions in Rohingya ommissioner AMM Nasir FUNDING INFORMATION
and the coast guard. the court did not, it camps. Uddin, with four election 10 | Budget and Source of Funds | TCB's Own Fund.
commissioners and the EARTICULAK INFORMATION e T T
EC  secretary The EC 11 | Package No ) TCB/Tmp-02/Cluckpew20235-26, b) TCB/Tmp-02Dates 202526
. . . . 12 | Package Name ) Brown Color Chackpea, b) Dates.
C 0 't issued a.CerUIar in this 13 | Tender viasionPublication Date 15-08-2025
areer Opportunity [ -
ecretary Mahbu am 14 | Tender Documents Last Selling Date and Time 02-08-2025 [7.00 PM
Spectra Hexa Feeds Lid. is inviting application from suitable candidate for an Expatriate | | Shah. 15 | Tender Closing Date and Time 03-04-2025 12:00 PM
Hatchery Technician for Company's Feed Division : According  to  the 16 | Tender Opening Date and Time 03-09-2025 12:15 PM
For more information, please visit: megafeedbd.com EC circular, on Sunday 17 | Name & Address of the office(s) Address
hearings will be held - Selling Tender Document of each dem can be | (1) Sonali Bank Lid. Kawran Bazar Branch, TCB Bhaban, Dhaka. (2) Trust Bank Lid. Kawran Bazar
Position & Post | Education Experience BRSOy g TAime purchased from banks & offices as mentioned in | Branch, and (3) Accounts & Finance Division, TCB's Principal Office at Dhaka.
10 vears in » Report to top management about analytical og_ V§83‘ Lla‘lms‘ and ks i
Graduate . i i . . . -Receiving Tender Document n front of TCB's reception (2*° floor}, * haban, |, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka
Hatchery Flsﬁ Fry data on running production ;’SI“tI‘Ti wr“‘erniﬁg R Tender Dx I [TCB 2 floor), TCB Bhaban, 1, Kawran Bazar, Di
Technician Production &  Advice/Help to QC team and factory to C C(')lIlls iuencies  1n The - Opening Tender Document Board Room, TCH.
(01) Quality and at solve production issue umilla  region.  The INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
Y following day, hearings 18 |Eligibility of Tenderer | Bonafide Suppliers. Details conditions will be mentioned in the Tender documents

least 50 years
of age.

e Provide suggestions to production team if
any problem raised.

» Develop method & work place engineering
and maintaining lost time recording and
calculate efficiency.

Salary & Other Benefits: Negotiable
Interested applicants are requesting to send their CV by mail to info@megafeedbd.com or by

SIEATF A T2eE A6 oneww wEgAn Y FU 6 YA FITANGE T 203¢-3036 TR T
Rrmraaaaree R ofew Siffeee R H0W 19 oY/ok/ese U W AeHT el e GBS
T5% 4G wfaeTsied Ref serme 31 ¢ 4o 728 o 73 o7 Faald wise o9 o el

Regarding political parties’
registration, Akhtar said

were  sent  for  field
verification. “Those whose
applications were rejected
or deemed not eligible
are being informed with

will cover 98 claims from
the Khulna region, 381
from Barishal, and 20
from Chattogram.

On August 26, the EC
will hear 316 claims from
the Dhaka region. Finally,

PRAYER
TIMING

The Registrar of Joint Stock Companies and Firms (RISC) and another. ---Respondents,
Notice 15 hereby given in the effect that an application under section 81(2) read
with section 85(3) of the Companies Act, 1994, was moved before the High Court

Mr. Justice Ahmed Sohel has admiited the said application on 28.07.2025 and
Hon'ble Court directed the petitioner to publish notices within 03 (Three) weeks
and to submit affidavit in compliance within 15th August, 2025 from publishing

the said notices. Any person interested in the said application may appear be

fore

the Honble Court, A copy of the said application may be obtained from the

undersigned on payment of charges.

Mohammad Jamil Khan, Advocate

VERSUS
The Registrar of Joint Stock Companies und Firms (RISC) and another.  —Respondemnts.
Motice is hereby given in the effect that an application under section 59 read with

Limited" The Honble Company Judge Mr. Justice Ahmed Sohel has admitted

the said application on 14.08,2025 and Hon'ble Court directed the petitioner to

publish notices within 03 (Three} weeks and to submit affidavit in compliance

within 19th October, 2025 from publishing the sad notices. Any person interested

in the said application may appear before the Hon'ble Court. A copy of the said

application may be obtained from the undersigned on payment of chirges.
Mohammad Jamil Khan, Advocate

19 | Brief Description of goods ' Imipe

it of

1) 5,000 Five Thousand) M, Tons of Brown Colar {'!IiL'iqx:;l |‘mu|\u.1 m 25750 (Twenty Flm-'["li'[:\.'l kp hag ||’ar’.m| U!Iil[l'li'l_\' is aucup13|1|= bt
‘ not less than 2,500 M. Ton. ]

i b} 1,100 {Dne Thousand One Hundred) M. Tons of Dates packed in 10 (Ten) kg Paper Carton [Partial Cuantity 1s acceptable but not less than
550 M. Ton.]

A

Price of Tender Document |

Price of (a) Brown Color Chickpea tender document is Taka 3,000 (Five Thousand) & b) Dates tender document is Taka 5,000 (Five
Thousand)

post to Admin & HR Department, Spectra Hexa F_eelds Ltd., House # 17, Road # 106'. Block # on Wednes@ay, August 27, Lot No ieatification of Lod Jnar Tender Secarity Amount (USD/BDT) m———
CEN(F), Gulshan-2 , Dhaka -1212 , Bangladesh within 15 days from the date of advertisement. hearings will cover seven 20| L [u)Brown Color  [Offers are 1o be|Tender i to be submitted along with Tender Security amounting to: Entire  quantty  of
claims from Rangpur’ 232 ('l!icpm irnudr on CFR (CY a)  USD 85,000 {(US Dollar t-:Lgtny—l'irr Thousand) or BDT 1,03,27.500 (BDT One [Goods is 1o be S‘.Elipru:d
u from Rajshahi, three from r[‘lmnuplam Crore Three Lac Twenty-Seven Thousand Five Hundred) Only within
eI YfeTaret T Gre Vvmenemeh 18§ b) Daes Previons.  name] o o
ymensingh, rom (Chittagong) by USD 18,000 (US Dollar Eighteen Thousand) or BDT 21,87,000 (BDT Twenty-One| (a) 20.11.2025
#18ie w4, Faridpur, and two from EM*’"E]“ [ Lac Eighty- Seven Thousand) Only (b) 20.11.2025
wiefars aifafere et ore- the Sylhet region. e CPT
o i h sl A ’ total of 1,760 I[“L‘j:liL]ﬂI]T Rangly| 1 the form of Pay-Order’ Bank Draft must be issued from any scheduled Bank of
W.bffm.gDVbd . . T k Bangladesh or Bank Guesrantee from a [brrign Bank must be endorsed by any local
1cations were iliDarshana b L S
appl HiliMarst
. . R scheduled Bank. The Successful Tenderer is to submit 5% (Five Percent) Performance
heduled Bank. The § ful Tend bmit 5% (Five P Perfi
S vaeta TR S I 2 & o SR Wy BT submitted lor changes Bhor T Sesty nthe oo ank G
in 83 constituencies, fitomra’  Teknaf} ™" )
Wm fafy" according to the EC. el uck [N. B: In case of partial quantity, tender security will be fixed proportionate to the offered
quantity |
I e Tenss A Sfewm Fam 5697 w8 omfe afetams RidmEsoor 43
iy g # PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

12 [Name of Official Inv iting Tender

Md. Golam Khorshed

23 |Designation of Official Inviting Tender

Additional Divector (Commercial), TCB Kawran Bazar, Dhaka

24 |Address of Official Inviting Tender

Prncipal Office, Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCH) 1, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka

25 |Contact details of Official Inviting Tender

Telephone Mo, 02-8150060

| Fax No, 880-2-8180057 E-mail: tebyiteh.gov.bd, tehimp teh.gov.bhd

Ty W & TEH weEEEe 9= 26 | Special Instructions
AUGUST 19 a All terms and conditions related 1o the tender and product details are mentioned in the tender document.
b The Hll["llrﬁ!l\' reserves the nght 10 accept or H:_icl:l any tender in whole' in part without asr'.ig)l.l)g NV TEAs0n. /:L,ﬂ-._--\
W Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha s II h:lf,r}jid!,
(M. Golam Khorshed)
{ﬁﬁm&%\u Ld AZAN 4-25 1245 445 638  8-00 Addinonal Director (Commercal)
JAMAAT 5-00 1-15 5-00 6-41 8-30 Trading Corporation of Bangladesh
GD-1821 wf: «Afmre (J1fE © Taem) SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION GO-1822
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FLLASH FLLOODS
Rain halts
rescue ops
in northern
Pakistan

Death toll nears 350;

around 200 missing

AFP, Pakistan

Rain yesterday halted search and rescue
operations in northern Pakistan after flash
floods that have killed nearly 350 people
with around 200 still missing, officials

said.

Torrential rains across the country since
Thursday have caused flooding, rising
waters and landslides that have swept away
entire villages and left many residents

trapped in the rubble.

were reported in northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, according to the
provincial disaster agency, which warned

of new flash floods “till Thursday”.

Volunteers had been assisting hundreds
of rescue workers in their race against
time to find possible survivors and retrieve
bodies as fresh rains started lashing the

province.

“This morning fresh rains forced a halt
to relief operations,” said Nisar Ahmad,
31, a volunteer in worst-hit Buner district,
where “12 villages have been completely
wiped out and 219 bodies have been

recovered”.

“Dozens of bodies are still buried under
the mud and rocks, which can only be
recovered with heavy machinery. However,
the makeshift tracks built to access the
area have once again been destroyed by the

new rains,” he added.

Around 200 people are still missing in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, according

to local authorities.

Emergency workers carry a woman rescued from the debris of an apartment building struck by a Russian drone in Kharkiv,

Ukraine, yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

US keeps eye on India-Pak
situation ‘every single day’

Secretary of State Rubio reaflirms ceasefire monitoring role

TOI, New Delhi

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio on
Sunday claimed that the States monitors
the India-Pakistan situation “every single
day”, after repeated claims by Donald
Trump of having brokered a ceasefire
between the two nations.

Speaking to NBC news, Rubio said,
“One of the complications of ceasefires
is maintaining them, which is very
difficult. Every single day, we are keeping
an eye on what is happening between
Pakistan & India.”

This comes a day before Ukrainian
President Zelensky’s visit to White
House as the war-torn nations hopes for
a peace deal with Russia. Earlier in the
day, Trump exuded confidence ahead of
the meeting, posting “BIG PROGRESS

ON RUSSIA. STAY TUNED!” He again wake of Pahalgam terror attack.
claimed of have stopped six wars. “Ceaselfires can fall apart very quickly,
“If I got Russia to give up Moscow as  especially after a three-and-a-half year
part of the Deal, the Fake News, war (in Ukraine) like what we’re
and their PARTNER, the facing now, but I don’t think
Radical Left Democrats, =~ anyone disagrees that the
would say I made a terrible ideal here, what we're
mistake and a very bad aiming for is not some
deal. Thats why they | permanent ceasefire.
are the FAKE NEWS! What we're aiming for
Also, they should talk here is a peace deal so
abou’l Lhcy 6 WARS. etc. I there’s not a war now and

there’s not a war in the
JUST STOPPED!!” Trump furure” Rubio added.
posted. ’

! o In a separate interview
India has dismissed

) | with Fox Business, Rubio
Fhe clalrps Qf any thlrd_ party again mentioned the recent conflict
intervention in India-Pakistan truce

between India and Pakistan that
after the two nation launched military  President Donald Trump has repeatedly
operations against each other in the claimed he solved.

Myanmar to
hold 1st phase of
polls on Dec 28

REUTERS

Myanmar will hold the initial phase of its general
clection on December 28, state television said
yesterday, outlining a roadmap for the first polls in
the war-torn country in nearly five years that have
already been derided by critics as a sham.

The dates for the subsequent phases of the
elections, which authorities plan to hold over
December and January for security reasons, will
be announced later, Myanmar’s Union Election
Commission said, according to an announcement
on MRTV.

Myanmar has been roiled by violence since
a 2021 coup that unseated an elected civilian
government led by Nobel laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi, and the ruling generals, led by military chief
Min Aung Hlaing, have faced fierce resistance
from armed groups.

A total of 55 political parties have been
registered for the polls, of which nine plan to
compete nationwide, according to state media.
“Six parties are under review for approval and
registration,” The Global New Light of Myanmar
newspaper reported earlier this month.

[.ebanon moves to

disarm Hezbollah

US envoy says Israel’s turn
to ‘comply’

AFP, Beirut

US envoy Tom Barrack yesterday called on Israel
to honour commitments under a ceasefire that
ended its war with Hezbollah, after the Lebanese
government launched a process to disarm the
militant group.

“There’s always a step-by-step approach but
I think the Lebanese government has done their
part. They've taken the first step. Now what we
need is Israel to comply,” Barrack said following a
meeting in Beirut with Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun.

Under the terms of the November truce,
Hezbollah was to withdraw its fighters from the
Israeli border, with all weapons brought under the
control of the Lebanese state.

Israel was meant to fully withdraw its troops
from the country, although it has kept forces at
five border points it deems strategic.

Jorge Fernandez of Granada’s 401st BRICA (Special Reinforcement Brigade for Wildfires in Andalusia) carries out
a controlled burn in the village of San Martino de Alvaredos, Lugo area, Galicia region, Spain, on Sunday evening.

Two firefighters have been killed in Spain and Portugal, the authorities said.

ASIA-PACIFIC TENSIONS

China slams Germany for
‘inciting confrontation’

AFP, Beijing

China yesterday lashed out at Germany,
warning Berlin against  “inciting
confrontation and hyping up tensions”
after its foreign minister said Beijing
was “increasingly aggressive” in the
Asia-Pacific region.

During a visit to Japan, Johann
Wadephul said China had made repeated
threats to “unilaterally change the status
quo and shift borders in its favour”,
citing its behaviour in the Taiwan Strait
and the Fast and South China Seas.

“Any escalation in this sensitive
hub of international trade would have
serious consequences for global security
and the world economy,” Wadephul said
yesterday.

A statement issued on Sunday
before Wadephul’s visit to Japan and
later Indonesia said that China was
“increasingly asserting its regional
supremacy and, in doing so, is also
questioning principles of international
law.”

“China’s increasingly aggressive
behaviour in the Taiwan Strait and

the East and South China Seas also
has implications for us in FEurope:
fundamental principles of our global
coexistence are at stake here,” the
statement quoted Wadephul as saying.

China’s foreign ministry
spokeswoman Mao Ning hit back
yesterday, telling a regular news
conference that the situation in the
East China Sea and the South China Sea
“remains generally stable”.

“We urge the relevant parties to respect
regional countries, resolve issues through
dialogue and consultation, and safeguard
the common interest of peace and
stability, instead of inciting confrontation
and hyping up tensions,” she said when
asked about Wadephul’s comments.

“The Taiwan question is China’s
internal affair,” she added. In the joint
press statement in Tokyo, Wadephul
also criticised “China’s support for the
Russian war machine” in Ukraine.

“Without it, the war of aggression
against Ukraine would not be possible.
China is Russia’s largest supplier of
dual-use goods and Russia’s best oil and
gas customer,” Wadephul said.

PHOTO: REUTERS

China’s top
diplomat
Wang arrives
in India

AFP, New Delhi

China’s top  diplomat
landed in neighbouring
India vyesterday, seeking
to bolster long-fraught
relations in the face of
intense pressure and tariffs
from the United States.

Foreign Minister
Wang Yi will hold talks
with  his  counterpart

Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, and is also
expected to meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his three-day visit to
New Delhi. Modi, according
to Indian media, might also
visit China this month.
India’s foreign ministry
said in a social media
post that “important
engagements  of  the

India-China Special
Representatives and on
bilateral relations” were

scheduled over the next
two days.
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Civil service needs
an urgent overhaul

Its performance records do not
inspire confidence ahead of elections

In mid-July, we ran an editorial on the practice of
compensating “deprived” former bureaucrats through
retrospective promotions, highlighting how it is creating
fresh problems rather than resolving old ones, and urging
the government not to make it a norm. Our comment
followed news that the government was set to “promote”
several hundred retired officials from non-admin cadres,
after its earlier move in December to award post-retirement
promotions to 764 admin cadre officers. Far from rejecting
this unprecedented trend of mass promotions for those
no longer in service—resulting in them getting improved
benefits and pensions—the government is reportedly going
ahead with it. Even the Ministry of Defence is now said to be
reviewing applications from “deprived” retired armed forces
officers.

Clearly, the government doesn’t care about the bad
optics such decisions create, nor about the criticism that
retrospective promotions for retired officers—civil or
military—undermine merit, waste public resources, and
set a damaging precedent. This tendency to disregard valid
concerns mirrors the approach of the very regime it replaced
one year ago. As a new report by this daily suggests, over
the past year, there have been numerous instances related
to promotions, placements, appointments, and retirements
across the public sector where it could have exercised far
better foresight.

For example, during this period, some 1,500 officers were
elevated to the ranks of deputy secretary, joint secretary, and
additional secretary, which is quite staggering. Moreover, at
least nine secretaries and 19 additional secretaries were sent
into forced retirement, and 87 others designated as OSDs.
Many of those promoted, including retired officials, face
corruptionallegations. Manyincompetentbutwell-connected
officers were elevated, and many retired officers were brought
back. Add to that the frequent reshufiles. We understand the
circumstances under which the administration had to make
some of the decisions post-uprising, but its manner and
motive have been rightly criticised by experts citing political
favouritism, lack of leadership, and poor enforcement of
rules. Far from restoring order, this has only led to chaos,
resentment, and indiscipline within the administration.

Meanwhile, the government’s much-publicised call for
wealth statements from officials remains cosmetic, with
no steps taken to publish them or strengthen outdated
rules against corruption. It has also made little progress in
undertaking internal reforms to make civil service more
efficient and people-oriented. This state of affairs, we must
say, is a disservice to the uprising that installed the interim
government to fulfil the aspirations of the people. With the
country now set on the path to a national election come
February, the question is, can this [ragile and unpredictable
administration deliver a free, fair, and credible election as it
promised?

These concerns must be addressed going forward. We
urge the interim administration to take a critical look at its
present state as well as performance over the past year. It
must undertake necessary reforms and initiatives to restore
trust that it will be able to not only deliver a credible election
but also leave behind a strong institutional foundation for the
next elected government.

A gruesome tragedy

behind closed doors

Woman killed by husband
in Shewrapara the latest in a
disturbing trend

We are deeply alarmed by the recurring incidents of women
being murdered by their husbands. On April 8, a man
allegedly killed his wife, child, and his wife’s elder sister over
a family dispute in Narayanganj. On June 18, another man
reportedly murdered his wife and disposed of her body in
a pond in Golapganj, Sylhet. Most recently, on August 13,
Syeda Fahmida Tahsin (Keya) was allegedly murdered by
her husband, Sifat Ali, in their flat in Shewrapara, Dhaka.
These brutal incidents have once again exposed the deeply
rooted culture of intimate partner violence in our society.
They also highlight the glaring absence of adequate support
systems for potential victims, as well as weaknesses in our law
enforcement and legal system in preventing such crimes.

According to Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), between January
and July this year, a staggering 133 women were killed by
their husbands, while another 42 were murdered by members
of their husbands’ families. ASK reported 363 incidents of
domestic violence during this time, which resulted in 322
deaths. Among them, 208 women and children were victims
of murder, while 114 individuals died by suicide. Reportedly,
Sifat used to beat Keya frequently, which she endured for the
sake of their four children. Tragically, in the end, she lost her
life. According to Keya’s family, Sifat strangled her and then
attempted to stage the incident as a suicide before leaving
her body at the hospital and fleeing the scene. While Keya’s
family filed a case, the police are yet to arrest her husband.

The question is, is the state doing enough to stop such
brutal fates from befalling our women, who continue to
endure abuse at the hands of their husbands with no support
from anywhere? While their families often remain silent
about the violence faced by their daughters—as was the case
for Keya—the state has also failed to establish a support
system where these women can seek help. We do have a
national emergency service ‘999’ and the National Women'’s
Protection Helpline ‘109" under the Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs, which receive thousands of calls for help
every day, but these have hardly been effective in reducing
cases of domestic violence.

We, therefore, urge the government to build a robust
mechanism through which women can seek help and find
shelter when needed. Breaking the silence around intimate
partner violence is equally crucial. More importantly, cases
filed in connection with domestic violence must be expedited
and concluded with conviction. In the case of Keya’s death,
the state must ensure her husband is arrested and brought
(o justice.

Decision on LDC graduation
delerral needs carelul assessment

MACRO MIRROR

Dr Fahmida Khatun

is executive director at the Centre for Policy Dialogue.

Views expressed in this article are the author’s own.

FAHMIDA KHATUN

Bangladesh is scheduled to graduate
from the United Nations’ Least
Developed Country (LDC) category
on November 24, 2026, having
met the three graduation criteria—
Gross National Income (GNI) per
capita, Human Assets Index (HAI),
and Economic and Environmental
Vulnerability Index (EVI)—for
(wo consecutive (riennial reviews
since 2018. A major milestone for
Bangladesh, it reflects the economy’s
strength, achieved through decades of
progress in economic growth, poverty
reduction, human development, and
resilience. Yet, graduation also entails
significant costs, leading to the loss
of crucial international support
measures (ISMs) such as duty-free
quota-free (DFQF) access to developed
markets, special treatment under
World Trade Organization (WTO)
rules, and concessional financing.

While the previous government
highlighted IDC graduation as
a political symbol of success, the
data integrity was questionable.
Short-term image building rather
than long-term readiness drove the
eagerness (o graduate. Businesses,
though outwardly supportive, have
been apprehensive about whether
Bangladesh is structurally ready
to withstand the post-graduation
challenges.

Recently, the private sector has
been urging the government to seek
a deferment of graduation for at least
three years, citing both economic
vulnerabilities and the precedent
of other countries that successfully
postponed their transition. Notably,
the European Union (EU) has already
committed to extending duty-free
market access for goods originating
from graduating LDCs for an additional
three years after their respective
graduation.

The greatest risk associated with
LDC graduation is the loss of trade
preferences. Bangladesh’s  exports
are highly dependent on preferential
market access. The RMG sector, which
accounts for 85 percent of exports,
relies heavily on DFQF access to several
developed country markets, including
the EU, Canada, Australia, and Japan.
Our RMG products also enjoy duty-free
access in some developing countries on
a limited scale. In fact, Bangladesh was
among the few LDCs that reaped the
most benefits from preferential market
access offered by developed countries.

This implies that Bangladesh has the
most to lose. Estimates show that
preferential access covers 70 percent
of our global exports. Therefore,
Bangladesh’s competitiveness in the
global market will significantly erode
after graduation.

LDC status also guarantees access
to concessional development finance
from multilateral institutions.
Graduation will increase borrowing
costs significantly. This is especially
concerning for Bangladesh, given its
already rising external debt service

e .

increase and present stability, is much
lower compared to the period when
the country’s reserve was equivalent
to almost five to six months’ import
value. As of August 14, 2025, the
foreign exchange reserve was $25.82
billion, which, as per the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)'s benchmark,
can cover about three months of
imports. The government also needs
to service its high external debt,
borrowed by the previous government
for several large infrastructure
projects. The banking sector was
also left in distress by the previous
government. As of March 2025, the
share of non-performing loans (NPLs)
in the banking system had increased to
24.13 percent of total loans disbursed.
Once Bangladesh Bank completes
full assessment of the asset quality
of all weak banks, NPL. may increase
further. This indicates the banking
sector’s constraints in providing loans
to genuine businesses at a competitive
interest rate. Governance failures in

FILE VISUAL: SHAIKH SULTANA JAHAN BADHON

burden and low foreign exchange
reserves. As one of the world’s
most climate-vulnerable countries,
Bangladesh needs to integrate climate
resilience into its economic planning,
which  requires  adequate and
continued LDC-specific climate funds
to rely on. The loss of such support will
increase our climate vulnerability.

Besides, Bangladesh, as an LDC,
currently enjoys exemptions from
several WTO obligations, including
the rules on Trade-Related Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS) and subsidy
disciplines. Post-graduation,
Bangladesh will lose these flexibilities,
constraining industrial policy space
when export diversification remains
limited.

If Bangladesh seeks to defer its
graduation, a strong case of its
vulnerabilities derailing a smooth
transition must be made. Although the
country’s inflation is slowly declining
now, it has been above nine percent for
about three years. Similarly, the foreign
exchange reserve, despite its gradual

both state-owned and private banks
have undermined financial stability,
critical for supporting investment in a
post-graduation scenario.

Besides, Bangladesh has not
diversified its exports significantly
beyond garments. Despite having
huge export potential, sectors such
as pharmaceuticals, leather, and ICT
remain underdeveloped. Graduation
without diversification could expose
the economy to concentrated risks.

In addition to all the above,
Bangladesh is passing through a
political transition under an interim
government. In the past, reforms in
governance, regulatory frameworks,
and (ransparency remained an
unfinishedagendaduringeveryregime.
While the current interim government
has initiated a few reform measures
over the last one year, the major
reforms are yet to be implemented.
Therefore, after the national elections,
announced to be held in February
2026, reform measures must continue
in the medium and long terms to

WORLD HUMANITARIAN DAY

The world needs humanitarians
more than ever

Alberto Bocanegra

is head of delegation at International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) in Bangladesh.

ALBERTO BOCANEGRA

When crises unfold, humanitarians are
the first to step forward.

In Rasulpur village, Lakshmipur,
waist-high floodwater has engulfed the
road, blurring the lines between ponds
and homes. The air is thick with the
smell of wet earth and soaked clothes.
Through it all, a young woman in a
red vest wades carefully, calling out to
families, checking if anyone needs to be
evacuated, and assessing where urgent
help is needed.

That woman is Suchana from
the same flooded village. She is a
trained community volunteer with
the Bangladesh Red Crescent Society
(BDRCS). She has been working for
months, helping her own community,
which is still recovering from last
year’s eastern region floods. Like her,
thousands of trained volunteers of
BDRCS work through floods, cyclones,
fires, landslides, cold waves, and heat
waves, including in Cox’s Bazar refugee
camps.

“I love helping and supporting
people in need,” Suchana says. “Most
of the time, with even the smallest help,
they can fight back and rebuild. I have

seen people survive, recover and live
again. And that’s my inspiration.”

She remembers a mother and her
two children she helped evacuate
during last year’s unprecedented floods
in south-eastern Bangladesh.

“They cried as we evacuated them,
but the next day they smiled when we
brought food and drinking water for
them. That smile has stayed with me,”
added Suchana.

Like Suchana and other Red
Crescent volunteers, we have millions
of humanitarians worldwide, many of
whom stay unseen and unrecognised,
but in moments of danger step forward
to protect lives, often risking their own.

The need for them is growing. In
2024, the United Nations estimated
that 305 million people worldwide,
including 24.5 million in Bangladesh
alone, would require humanitarian
assistance.

Today, the strong early warning
systems save millions of lives, but the
courage humanitarian workers require
remains the same. From the Covid-19
pandemic (o devastating cyclones
and fires, humanitarian teams in

Bangladesh have faced extraordinary

challenges.  Unfortunately,  these
unsung heroes do not always come
back safe and sound.

Globally, the risks to humanitarian
workers are rising. By mid-July 2025,
at least 143 humanitarian aid workers
have been killed in 25 countries. Last
year was the deadliest on record—377
lives lost, including 32 Red Cross and
Red Crescent staff and volunteers. In
2023, at least 280 aid workers were
killed—a 137 percent increase from
2022. More than 95 percent of those
killed were local humanitarians who
received far less media attention than
internationals. Many more were injured,
kidnapped, attacked, or detained.

Beyond physical dangers,
humanitarians  increasingly  face
risks from misinformation and
disinformation. False narratives,
sometimes baseless rumours about aid
distribution, spread rapidly on social
media and in communities. During
the pandemic response in Bangladesh,
aid workers were sometimes denied
entry to communities due (o false
information and fears about vaccines.
In cyclone-affected areas, rumours
that evacuation shelters were unsafe
delayed the movement of the at-risk
community to higher ground. Such
misinformation erodes trust, delays
lifesaving assistance, and in some cases
incites violence against aid workers.
Combating this “information crisis”
has become as critical as providing aid
itself. Awareness campaigns can help
address these difficulties.

These hostile situations also affect

achieve national economic objectives
and comply with global requirements.

Several countries have been
successful in deferring graduation,
noting various vulnerabilities.
Nepal deferred graduation after
the devastating 2015 earthquake
and subsequent macroeconomic
challenges. Vanuatu’s graduation
was deferred in 2012 due to natural
disasters and external shocks.
Similarly, Tuvalu’s graduation was
postponed in 2012 for environmental
vulnerabilities. Maldives’ smooth
transition period was extended
in 2005 due to the Indian Ocean
tsunami and the country graduated
in 2011. The graduation of the
Solomon Islands, scheduled to
happenin 2024, was extended in 2023
by three years to December 13, 2027,
due to various shocks disrupting
its graduation process. Angola’s
graduation has been deferred due to
the deterioration of its economy to
an unspecified date. Bangladesh and
Nepal were supposed to graduate in
2024, but the UN General Assembly
(UNGA) extended the timeline due to
the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Therefore, deferment is not
unprecedented, and the UN
Committee for Development Policy
(CDP) recognises exceptional
circumstances, such as climate
shocks, financial crises, or political
instability as legitimate grounds
that can cause serious setbacks to
a country’s development progress.
Bangladesh can make a compelling
case by citing the combined effect
of global economic downturns,
domestic macroeconomic fragility,
and climate vulnerability. The recent
tariff regime may impact many
economies, including Bangladesh'’s,
negatively. To overcome these
challenges, the government needs to
improve institutions and governance
to ensure conducive fiscal, monetary
and trade policies, and the private
sector  should work  towards
upgrading compliance, technology,
and productivity.

If the government decides to
request LDC graduation deferment
and if the UNGA grants the extension,
we must not forget the hard work
that lies ahead. Moreover, the
preparation for a smooth transition
cannot be delayed. The deferral
should be considered an opportunity
to upgrade infrastructure; improve
human capability; reform economic
sectors, including trade, investment,
banking, fiscal system; reduce
bureaucratic red tape; and ensure
transparency and accountability.
Therefore, Bangladesh’s requests
for a deferral of the L.DC graduation
period should be framed as a move
towards strategic readiness. Without
credible reforms, deferment would
merely postpone the crisis.

aid workers both physically and
mentally. In Bangladesh, we remember
the Red Crescent volunteers who
arrived within five minutes of the
fighter jet crash at Milestone School
and College in Uttara. The tragedy
left one IFRC volunteer in need of
psychosocial support. Shah Alam, a Red
Crescent volunteer with the Cyclone
Preparedness Programme (CPP), died
in May 2020 while evacuating people
during Cyclone Amphan.

There is International Humanitarian
Law (IHL) to protect aid workers and
civilians, but laws mean little if not
enforced, upheld, and respected. We
must confront intentions to normalise
attacks on humanitarian workers and
hold those responsible.

By promoting respect for
international humanitarian law and the
humanitarian principles, humanitarian
diplomacy leverages diplomatic
channels to encourage decision-makers
and opinion leaders to act in the interest
of people with humanitarian needs and
protect humanitarian workers.

On this World Humanitarian Day,
under the themes “Protect Humanity”
and “Act For Humanity,” let us
remember that humanitarians are not
just a resource to be deployed; they are
people with families, feelings, dreams,
and hopes, choosing to serve others
in their hour of greatest need. The
world needs humanitarians, including
volunteers, more than ever, and the
international community needs (0
ensure that mechanisms are in place to
protect them.
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DECENTRALISING THE HIGH COURT

Between consensus and
constitutional constraints

Barrister Khan Khalid Adnan

is an advocate at the Supreme Court of Bangladesh, fellow at the
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, and head of the chamber at

Khan Saifur Rahman and Associates in Dhaka.

KHAN KHALID ADNAN

In a rare moment of unity, political parties
in early July reached a consensus on
establishing permanent benches of the
High Court in divisional headquarters. This
agreement, struck during discussions with
the National Consensus Commission, comes
with the understanding that Article 100 of
the constitution will be amended. Therefore,
the permanent seat of the Supreme Court
remainsin Dhaka, but one or more permanent
benches of the High Court will operate at the
divisional level, subject to consultation with
the chief justice.

The logic behind such decentralisation
is compelling. The Judiciary Reform
Commission (JRC), in its report, had strongly
recommended expanding the judiciary by
setting up permanent High Court benches in
every divisional city. The aim is to address the
staggering backlog—currently over 5.77 lakh
pending cases in the High Court Division
alone—and to make justice more accessible.
Today, all the High Court benches are housed
in the Supreme Court buildings in Dhaka.
This forces litigants from all corners of the
country to make costly, time-consuming trips
to the capital for hearings. By distributing
permanent benches across divisions, justice
could be delivered faster and closer to the
people it serves.

The JRC stressed that each permanent
bench should have a clearly defined
jurisdiction in terms of the areas from which
it can receive cases, while retaining the full
jurisdiction of the High Court Division to issue
judgments, orders, and directions. In other
words, decentralisation should not fragment
the High Court’s constitutional authority
nor undermine the unitary nature of the

state. Adequate infrastructure—courtrooms,
judges’ chambers, support staff, and
budgets—would be essential. Implementation
could proceed in phases, prioritising the most
urgent divisions first.

The Constitution Reform Commission
(CRC) made a similar recommendation, albeit
with a slightly different model: permanent
“seats” of the High Court in all divisions,
while keeping the Appellate Division in the
capital. Both the CRC and the JRC recognise
that implementing either model—benches
or seats—will require amending Article 100,
which currently states: “The permanent seat
of the Supreme Court shall be in the capital,
but sessions of the High Court Division may
be held at such other place or places as the
Chief Justice may, with the approval of the
President, from time to time appoint.” In
its present form, Article 100 only allows for
temporary “sessions” outside Dhaka, not
permanent benches or seats.

If this sounds familiar, it is because we
have been here before. Between 1982 and
1986, several permanent benches were set
up outside the capital under martial law
proclamations. In 1988, the parliament
amended Article 100 through the Eighth
Amendment to establish six permanent
benches in Barishal, Chattogram, Cumilla,
Jashore, Rangpur, and Sylhet. This attempt at
decentralisation was short-lived.

In the landmark FEighth Amendment
Case (Anwar Hussain Chowdhury vs.
Bangladesh, 1989), the Appellate Division
struck down the amendment as void and
unconstitutional, marking the first time in
Bangladesh that a constitutional amendment
passed by parliament was invalidated. The

court applied the “basic structure” doctrine,
holding that certain fundamental features
of the constitution—such as the supremacy
of the constitution, separation of powers,
independence of the judiciary, and the
“oneness” of the High Court Division—cannot
be altered even by a two-thirds majority in
parliament.

The majority opinion was clear: creating
multiple permanent benches with full

contemporary needs. Proponents propose
three potential paths forward: first, design
a model in which all permanent seats have
plenary jurisdiction without territorial limits,
with case allocation managed internally by
the Supreme Court; second, adopt a fresh
constitutional interpretation that reflects
present-day demographic, economic,
and judicial realities; and third, enact a
referendum-based constitutional amendment

jurisdiction amounted to setting up rival
courts to the High Court Division, violating
its oneness and the unitary character of
the republic. The lack of provisions for
transferring cases between benches effectively
turned each bench into a separate and distinct
court, undermining the essential limb of the

judiciary.
Today’s decentralisation debate must
grapple with this binding precedent.

Opponents of reform, particularly some
within the legal community, argue that any
such move threatens the unitary structure
of the judiciary and risks violating the
constitution. Proponents counter that the
realities of 2025 are drastically different from
those of 1989, and that the constitution is
a living instrument capable of adapting to

VISUAL: ANWAR SOHEL

exercising constituent power, which would
stand beyond the reach of the basic structure
doctrine.

However, the Eighth Amendment Case is
no longer the only obstacle. The issue must
now also be viewed in light of the recent 15th
Amendment Case, decided by the High Court
Division on December 17, 2024, with the full
judgment released in July 2025. The court
reaflirmed the principles laid down in the
Eighth Amendment Case in emphatic terms
by revoking Article 44 (2).

Article 44(2) had allowed the parliament
to empower “any other court” to exercise
the High Court Division’s powers to enforce
fundamental rights. The High Court Division
struck this down as unconstitutional,
holding that within the constitutional

framework, no other court can be placed on
par with the High Court Division. It found
Article 44(2) inconsistent with the basic
structure, particularly the oneness of the
High Court Division, and therefore beyond
the parliament’s amending power under
Article 142.

The 15th  Amendment judgment’s
endorsement of the FEighth Amendment
Case, especially its emphasis on the oneness
of the High Court Division, is telling. While
the case did not specifically deal with
decentralisation under Article 100, the
reasoning strongly aligns with the position
that such decentralisation risks fragmenting
the High Court Division’s constitutional
integrity. It is diflicult to ignore how this
judicial stance could be read as discouraging
any move towards permanent benches or
seats, regardless of political consensus or
reformist enthusiasm.

This leaves Bangladesh at a constitutional
crossroads. On one side, we have
overwhelming  public  support, formal
recommendations from reform commissions,
and cross-party political agreement to bring
the High Court closer to the people. On the
other, we face entrenched constitutional
doctrine, reinforced as recently as last year,
that resists any structural change perceived
to dilute the High Court Division’s unity.

The truth is, decentralisation of the
High Court cannot be addressed through
political will alone. Any reform must survive
constitutional scrutiny under the basic
structure doctrine as interpreted by our
highest courts. This will require more than
a straightforward amendment to Article
100—it will demand careful constitutional
engineering, perhaps even a direct exercise
of constituent power through the people
themselves.

Until then, the promise of a more accessible
and efficient High Court will remain an
aspiration caught between two powerful
forces: the undeniable need for reform and
the unyielding guardrails of constitutional
doctrine. Whether we can reconcile the two
will determine not only the future of our
judiciary butalso the balance between stability
and adaptability in our constitutional order.

The ‘six tigers’ that drive China’s Al geopolitics

Dr Sayeed Ahmed

is a consulting engineer and CEO of Bayside
Analytix, a technology-focused strategy and
management consulting organisation.

SAYEED AHMED

ability to attract and benefit from
global expertise.

The six tigers didn’t just appear;
they were cultivated by a system
designed to produce exactly this
kind of success. These companies
emerged from China’s “Hundred-
Model Battle,” where over 300 large
models were released by 2023, with
the six tigers representing the elite

exporting a different vision of how
digital societies should work.

Third, the six tigers’ success has
intensified a new Cold War between
tech superpowers, where export
controls and investment restrictions
are the weapons. This competition,
while creating tensions, is also driving
unprecedented innovation on both

sides. Moreover, this creates risks, as
we may soon see the global internet
fragment into separate, incompatible
systems. This scenario could become
more likely, as countries may face
pressure to choose between the two
camps.

In the multiple Oscar-winning US
sci-fi film Gravity (2013), directed

by Alfonso Cuaron, Dr Ryan Stone
(Sandra Bullock), an engineer on her
first space mission, is rescued back to
Earth by a Chinese spacecraft. This
ending might not be a coincidence,
as in today’s China, scientists like
Professor Ye Zhetai are viewed not as
“bourgeois puppets,” but as national
assets.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

irectors who
ruled 2024

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

From romantic tales to gripping thrillers, the Best Director (Film) nominees at Blender’s Choice-The Daily Star
OTT & Digital Content Awards 2024 showcase the impressive diversity and innovation driving Bangladeshi
streaming. Fach filmmaker brings a unique vision—whether exploring human psychology, portraying aching
relationships, offering comforting stories, highlighting authentic regional voices, or experimenting boldly
with genre—crafting narratives that resound powerfully with both viewers and critics.

Let us have a look at the nominees this year.

MOSTOFA SARWAR FAROOKI =

The filmmaker, renowned for his trademark humour, infused The Last
Defenders of Monogamywith wit and originality. The film became one
of the highlights of 2024, featuring a powerhouse performance from
Chanchal Chowdhury and marking an impressive debut for Xefer Rahman.

SHIHAB SHAHEEN =
Among the most memorable projects of last year was the director’s film
Kacher Manush Dure Thuiya. Staying true o his signature style—blending
romance, separation, and reunion—he delivered a story that struck a bold
emotional chord with audiences. The film’s impact was heightened by the
undeniable on-screen chemistry between Tasnia Farin and Pritom Hasan.

RAIHAN RAFI =
Depicting the ongoing struggles and painful realities faced by the family of
a drug-addicted individual, Raihan Rafi once again drew from his strength
of portraying narratives inspired by true events in Mayaa. His sensitive

yet impactful direction captured the raw emotions of such a troubling
situation, earning him this nomination.

ROBIUL ALAM ROBI =
Aching emotions poured across the screen in Forget Me Not, as if winter had
vanished only to summon summer, leaving spring behind. Directed by Robiul
Alam Robi, the film marked a bold departure from his usual genre, showcasing
his willingness to experiment with storytelling. The honest performances of
Mehazabien Chowdhury and Yash Rohan added depth and sincerity, making
the project not only memorable but also a standout in 2024.

KAJAL AREFIN OME
This director earned his nomination for the web film Osomoy, a
contemporary story 1 His vision was elevated by the remarkable
performances of industry favourites. Blending strong character work with
compelling direction, he created a project that not only engaged audiences
but also stood out as a notable achievement in the Bangladeshi OTT
industry.
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“They dragged my brother out of a shop

FROM PAGE 12

IGP  Chowdhury Abdullah Al
Mamun, who has already confessed
and turned state approver.

Around 10-15 policemen, including
joint commissioners Sudip and
Proloy, DC Igbal, ADC Masudur, ACs
Nahid and Tanzil, OC Abul Hasan,
and inspector Wahidul Hoque were
present when he was shot, he added.

Imam was later taken to Jatrabari
Police Station, where five to six
policemen -- including ADC Shamim,
ADC Masudur, and AC Nahid -
stomped on his face with their boots,
disfiguring it. He was eventually taken
to Dhaka Medical College Hospital,
where doctors declared him dead.

Robiul said Imam had over 200
pellet wounds on his body. He said
their father, senior sub-inspector
Moynal Hossain Bhuiyan, broke down
upon seeing the body at the hospital
and cried out, “How many bullets
does it take to kill a person, sir?”

Imam, a second-year student at
Government Adamjee Nagar MW
College, had gone out during a two-
hour curfew relaxation, telling his
mother he was going for tea but
instead joined the quota reform
protests. Around 12:50pm, his mother

was informed he had been shot. She
later found only his blood and shoes
near the Kajla footbridge.

Robiul said police refused to
register a murder case despite
repeated attempts. He went to the
office of then DMP commissioner
Habibur Rahman, but he did not
see him. He later visited Jatrabari
Police Station, the Wari DC office but
failed to file a case over his brother’s
killing.

Holding Hasina, Asaduzzaman,
ex-IGP Mamun, then home secretary
and police officers responsible,
Robiul demanded their execution.
The court also played videos showing
Imam bleeding as police obstructed
his friend from rescuing him.

Apart from Robiul, two other
prosecution  witnesses  testified
before ICT-1 yesterday, including the
father of As-Sabur, who was allegedly
shot and later burned along with five
othersin a police pickup near Ashulia
Police Station on August 5 last year.

Enab Najej Jaki, 60, a retired
garment factory officer, said his
son had joined a peaceful student
procession in Baipail when police
opened fire. Around 3:30 pm, As-
Sabur took shelter in a nearby house

amid heavy shooting but later could
not be reached. After searching
hospitals, the family learned of
burned bodies found near Ashulia
Police Station.

Jaki’'s nephew and cousin
identified As-Sabur by a charred
piece of his t-shirt and checking his
SIM card on a another phone.

He broke down in tears as a video
was played in the courtroom, showing
his son’s body among others piled on
arickshaw van, followed by footage of
the bodies being burned on a police
pickup near Ashulia Police Station.

He blamed Sheikh  Hasina,
Asaduzzaman, ex-IGP Mamun
and ex-MP Saiful Islam and other
policemen and demanded justice.

Another witness, Jasim Uddin,
who got injured while participating
in a procession that came under
attacks by police and members of
Awami League, Jubo League and
Chhatra League in Rajshahi on
August 5 last year, in his statement
said two protesters were killed in
the attacks and many others were
wounded.

Defence counsel for Sheikh Hasina
and Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal cross-
examined the prosecution witnesses.

‘Drastic’ measures at Biman to regain

FROM PAGE 12

Biman are not doing their jobs
properly. Multiple sources attributed
the crisis to improper execution of
scheduled “checks” and “servicing”,
a shortage of experienced engineers
and a lack of spare parts.

At least three of its 10 widebody
planes, three Boeing 787s and one
Boeing 777 are grounded.

Subsequently, flight schedules
have been seriously disrupted,
affecting multiple onward services
and increasing operational and
passenger-handling costs, Biman
officials said.

Biman’s present fleet comprises

six Boeing 787s, four Boeing 777-
300ERs, four Boeing 737s and five
Dash-8Q400s.

The carrier is now operating
flights to 21 international and seven
domestic destinations.

Under the increased direct
supervision programme, the director
of the engineering department and
three chief engineers have been
asked to strengthen their existing
monitoring system, Raoshan said.

Besides, Biman has taken measures
so that spare parts remain available at
all times. For instance, the airline will
store wheels of aircraft, he said.

An engineer from Chittagong has

also been withdrawn over negligence,
The Daily Star has learnt from people
with direct knowledge of the matter.

“I ' welcome Biman’s such
measures although they realised it
late -- T hope their drastic measures
will be fruitful in removing the
passengers’ negative perception and
lack of confidence in the airline,”
said Kazi Wahidul Alam, an aviation
expert and a former member of the
Biman board.

Biman will have to take a zero-
tolerance policy for effectively
implementing its new measures in
a bid to regain public confidence, he
added.

Savar declared

FROM PAGE 12
industries that may cause air
pollution, and other activities

outlined in the action plan.

Data from DoFE’s Continuous Air
Monitoring Stations (CAMS) shows
thattheannual average concentration
of ambient air pollutants in Savar is
nearly three times higher than the

national standard, posing severe
health risks.

During the dry season,
northwestern and  northeastern

winds carry pollution from Savar
into Dhaka for almost five months,
aggravating air quality and creating

serious health hazards for city
dwellers.
The government said  the

declaration is expected to play a key
role in curbing air pollution in both
Savar and Dhaka.

In September last year,
Environment Adviser Syeda Rizwana
Hasan announced that no new
permits for brick kilns would be
issued in an effort to reduce air
pollution.

She added that 3,491 brick kilns
operating without environmental
clearances would be shut down, and
all kilns built illegally in hilly areas
would be relocated.

Brick kilns in Dhaka city and its
surrounding areas are responsible for
58 percent of the city’s air pollution.

The increasing use of firewood,
collected through tree felling, has
caused severe deforestation, while
toxic emissions from brick baking
pose acute health risks, especially to
school-going children.

On February 24, the High Court
ordered the removal of all illegal brick
kilns nationwide.

Kiln owners were required to
submit their valid documents to
their respective upazila assistant
commissioner (land) offices by
March 1. Most failed to comply,
demonstrating blatant disregard for
the law.

Under the existing legislation,
brick kilns cannot be established
near residential areas, protected
zones, commercial areas, municipal
towns, educational institutions, or
agricultural land.

Several hundred Rohingyas

FROM PAGE 12
Refugee Relief and Repatriation
Commissioner (RRRC) Mohammad
Mizanur Rahman, however, told
The Daily Star he had no official
confirmation of such gatherings.
He acknowledged, though, that
Myanmar’s military carried out
airstrikes on  Maungdaw  and
surrounding areas three days ago,
intensifying violence there.

Mohammad Kamal, a leader from
Camp-27 in Cox’s Bazar, said more
than 300 Rohingyas are sheltering
near Laldwip in Myanmar, opposite
Jaliya Dwip in Bangladesh. “Every
day, some Rohingyas slip into the
camps evading BGB patrols,” he said.

“The junta is bombing towns
to recapture them. At the same
time, clashes are raging between
the Arakan Army and Rohingya
armed groups. Trapped in a three-
way conflict, families fear for their
lives and are desperate to flee to
Bangladesh.”

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB)

officials, meanwhile, said strict
surveillance is preventing illegal
crossings.

“With the sea rough, boat entry
is blocked, which may have left
some Rohingyas stranded across the
border,” said Lt Col Ashiqur Rahman,
commander of the BGB’s Teknaf-2
Battalion.

Syed Alam, secretary of FDMN
RC, a Rohingya rights group, warned
of a potential new influx if the
conflict escalates further. He accused

Ex-DB chief

FROM PAGE 12

commissioner of DMP; Rifat Rahman
Shamim, former joint commissioner
of DMP and now additional DIG at
the range DIG office in Chattogram,;
and Kazi Ashraful Azim, police
superintendent at the Chattogram
range DIG office and former deputy
commissioner of DMP.

The order, signed by Senior Secretary
Nasimul Gani, said the oflicers will
be entitled to subsistence allowance
during the suspension period.

the Arakan Army of committing
atrocities that have forced Rohingyas
to flee their villages.

Clashes between Rohingya armed
groups and the Arakan Army have
also flared in recent weeks across the
border from Naikhongchhari upazila
of Bandarban.

Meanwhile, BGB claimed to have
detained two individuals, including
an alleged associate of the Arakan
Army, from the Ghumdhum border
area.

According to BGB, the wo
were picked up near the Tumbru
Pachimkul check-post along the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border on
Sunday by members of the Tumbru
Border Outpost (BOP) under Cox’s
Bazar Battalion-34.

In a press release, BGB said one of
the detainees, Ulai Chakma, 24, from
Dekubuniya village in Myanmar, is
an associate of the Arakan Army.
The other detainee was identified as
Nayan Chakma, 30, from Rangamati
town in Bangladesh.

The press release, signed by Lt
Col SM Khairul Alam, commanding
officer of BGB Battalion-34, said the
two disclosed the information during
interrogation.

BGB added that preparations were
underway to hand them over to the
local police for legal action under
Bangladeshi law.

Man dies
FROM PAGE 2
of this statement.

Fazlur died at RMCH
8:00pm on Friday.

The victim’s cousin Enamul Haque
said Fazlur borrowed Tk 30,000 from
Dhulu and later repaid Tk 43,000
with interest. Dhulu demanded
another Tk 30,000, which Fazlur
could not repay.

Confirming the case and arrest,
Mohanpur Police Station Officer-in
Charge Ataur Rahman said Fazlur
named one of the accused in a video
recording before his death. “The
accused has already been arrested.
Police are investigating the matter.”

around
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When homes become houses of horror

FROM PAGE 3
reporting abuse by
husbands.

The toll-free 24/7

National Helpline Centre for
Violence Against Women
& Children — 109, run by
the Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs, does not
record domestic violence
as a separate category.
But between January and
July, it received 29,161 calls
reporting physical assault
and 19,584 calls relating to
mental abuse.

The latest Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics (BBS)
Violence Against Women

Survey 2024, based on
interviews  with 27,476
women, paints an equally
alarming picture.

Women are three
times more likely to face
physical abuse and 14

times more likely to suffer
sexual violence from their
husbands than from others.

Of the surveyed women,
70 percent reported
experiencing at least one
form of abuse — physical,

sexual, emotional,
economic, or controlling
behaviour. More  than

half (54 percent) said they
had faced physical or
sexual violence from their
husbands.

Yet most victims remain
silent - 64 percent never
disclose the abuse, and only
7.4 percent seek legal action.

Experts say victims’
silence is rooted in fear
of damaging family
reputation, concern for
children, and the societal
normalisation of abuse. A
lack of shelters, counselling,
medical care, and livelihood
support leaves many women
trapped.

“The
and

lack of
recognition

respect
for

women remains
in our society. Within
households, women are
still not treated as equals,
and their contributions
often go unacknowledged.
What is most troubling is
that violence has become
socially normalised,” said
Shaheen Anam, executive
director of Manusher Jonno

glaring

Foundation.

She added, “When a
husband raises his hand
against his wife, unless
the injuries are severe,
the incident often goes
unreported. Family

members rarely see it as
something to protest, as
the husband is regarded as
head of the household and
primary provider. Women
from poorer families are
even more vulnerable;
many  parents, fearing
social stigma and financial
hardship, are wunable to
bring their daughters back
home.”

Bangladesh has
been a signatory to the
UN Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against
Women (1979) and the
Convention on the Rights
of the Child (1989). In line
with these commitments,
the government passed
the  Domestic  Violence
(Prevention and Protection)
Act 2010.

“The law provides for
protection orders, residence
orders, compensation for
harm, and even temporary
custody of children. But
despite these provisions,
enforcement  has  been
weak,” said Supreme Court
lawyer  Ayesha  Akhter,
legal specialist for the
Gender Justice and Women
Empowerment Cluster at
Bangladesh Legal Aid and

Services Trust (BLAST).

“The main obstacles are a
lack of public awareness,
insufficient  dissemination
of information online and
offline, and gaps in effective
implementation,” she add-
ed.

She also noted that
information frequently
fails to reach marginalised
communities.

A 2020  ActionAid
Bangladesh study,
conducted by  Dhaka
University law  professor

Taslima Yasmin, analysed
90 case records and found
that most victims and local
authorities are unaware of
the law. In districts such
as Sylhet and Jashore, the
Act is often known only
for returning valuables or
seeking maintenance.
Nineteen out of 20
survivors interviewed had
never heard of it. Police,
NGOs, and community
members rarely inform
victims of their legal rights.
The ActionAid study
also identified enforcement
challenges, including
overburdened and under-
equipped officers, lack of
training on the law, and

insufficient  coordination
among agencies.
Victims are often

directed towards informal
mediation or other laws,
such as the Penal Code 1860,
the Women and Children
Repression Act 2000, or the
Dowry Prohibition Act 2018,
instead of remedies under
the Domestic  Violence
(Prevention and Protection)
Act 2010.

Moreover, the scarcity
of shelters and livelihood
options forces many
survivorstoreturn toabusive
homes, undermining the
law’s effectiveness.

Shaheen Anam said, “I
once asked a woman why
she did not file a case after
being severely assaulted.
She replied, ‘If my husband
is arrested, how will I feed
my children?’ Since the state
does not ensure financial
security for women after
filing a case, many are forced
to endure abuse in silence.”

Her concern is real,
as according to a 2020
Human Rights  Watch
report, Bangladesh has only
13 long-term government
shelters for women and girls
--seven Safe Custody Homes
and six run by the Ministry
of Women and Children
Affairs.

In addition, eight short-
term  Vicim  Support
Centres provide temporary
stays of up to five days,
though services are
inconsistent, and many
victims are allowed to stay
only overnight.

Approximately 15
additional NGO-run shelters
exist, bringing the total
to around 36 shelters in
a country with over 80
million women and 64
million children -- far from
sufficient.

Fauzia Moslem, president
of Bangladesh  Mahila
Parishad, said women must
be empowered to make
decisions about their own
lives. “They need to organise
themselves and participate
at all levels of society,
particularly in decision-
making processes,” she said.

She added, “The
women’s movement must
be strengthened, and the
justice system reformed so
that people can genuinely
experience justice. Society
must be reconstructed to
leave no space for violence
against women.”

117 acres reclaimed, but encroachers

FROM PAGE 4
According to WDB data,
the agency reclaimed 117
acres of land from illegal
occupation, which 39
influential individuals had
long held illegally. Among
them were a former city
mayor, an ex-member of
parliament, and several
former ward councillors.
Land in both mouzas
reportedly sells for Tk 10 to

12 lakh per decimal. Even at
an average of Tk 10 lakh per
decimal, the total value of
the recovered land stands
at around Tk 1,170 crore,
officials said.

Contacted, KM Julfikar
Tareq, superintending
engineer of WDB
Chattogram, said they had
sought a budget from the
ministry to install barbed
wire fencing to keep the

reclaimed land free from
encroachment.

“We are yet to get any
allocation for it,” he said.

He claimed that even
if the encroachers return,
they would not be able
to reoccupy the land,
as fencing work would
begin once the budget is
approved.

“And if any new
structures are built, we will

demolish them again,” he
added.

Meanwhile, many
individuals, including some
from the list of previous
encroachers, have already
applied to lease portions of
the reclaimed land, sources
said.

But Tareq said they have
no plan to lease out the land
at this time.

Thousands sufler as bridge collapses

FROM PAGE 4
in Muktagacha, alleged
that the unplanned

excavation by WDB caused
the collapse.

To reduce public
suffering, he said they have
started filling the broken
portion of the bridge with
sandbags and are setting
up a temporary bamboo

bridge.

Higher
have been
take urgent
reconstruction.

Atikul  Islam, UNO
of Muktagacha, said he
had informed the district
administration for further
action.

Contacted,

authorities
informed to
steps for

SM  Abid

Hossain, sub-divisional
engineer of WDB in
Mymensingh, denied the
allegations. He said letters
had been sent to the
upazila administration,
Project  Implementation
Officer (PIO), Roads and
Highways, and LGED
before excavation, urging
necessary —measures (o

Publish list of settlers, grabbed

FROM PAGE 3

He said the government has
taken no initiative on the
land problem in the past
year, and even if elections
are held in February, there
are no signs of steps before
then.

Citing the rising
number of settlers, he
warned that within the
next two decades, hill
people could become
a minority. “Without a
political solution, there is

no alternative,” he added.

Shamsul Huda,
executive  director  of
Association  for  Land

Reform and Development,
said the main slogan of the
July uprising was ending
discrimination, yet the
interim government has
ignored the hill issue.

He described “repeated
dramas” around the
Land Dispute Resolution
Commission and alleged
that attempts to activate

it  were thwarted by
conspiracies backed by the
government itself.

On the peace accord,
he said it is an agreement
between the state and the
indigenous peoples of the
hills, and therefore, it must
be implemented.

Presenting the
keynote, Zakir Hossain,
joint coordinator  of

the CHT Peace Accord
Implementation
Movement, said settlers are

protect the bridge.

“The matter has been
discussed at the district
coordination meeting. We
mentioned that unplanned
construction of bridges and
culverts without properly
maintaining  the  river
boundary according to CS
map is the main problem,”
he said.

invading lands belonging to

the Jumma people - both

occupied and recorded.
The event was presided

over by Prof Khairul
Islam Chowdhury, joint
coordinator of the

movement, and conducted
by its member Dipayan
Khisa.

Oikya NAP  General
Secretary Asadullah Tarek
and Gono Forum Acting
President Advocate Subrata
Chowdhury also spoke.

ICT issues arrest warrants for ex-IGP

FROM PAGE 3
prosecution how Bogura
police officials were

involved in an incident that
took place in Gazipur. The
prosecution said although
the SP and ASP were
posted in Bogura, they were
present in Gazipur during
the killings. Why they were
there will be investigated,

the prosecution added.
The tribunal’s
investigation agency

sought the warrants after
a preliminary probe into a
complaint filed by the father
of madrasa student Ibrahim,
one of the deceased.
DMP’sCounter Terrorism
and Transnational Crime
unit, along with its bomb
disposal unit, SWAT
team, and Gazipur police,
conducted the raid from
10:00am to 3:30pm on the
first floor of a two-storey
building on that day.

In 2016, seven people
were Kkilled at Noagaon
Patartek in Harinal
arca under Gazipur City
Corporation during a drive

codenamed  “Operation
Spate 8”. They include
Faridul Islam  Akash,

who allegedly had been
trying to reorganise “Neo
JMB” after the death of
its coordinator Tamim
Ahmed Chowdhury on
August 27, officials said.

Protect rivers from pollution

FROM PAGE 3

fisheries sector, we must be
kind to nature and water.
If ecosystems collapse, fish
production will eventually
stop,” he cautioned.

He stressed that
environmentally  [riendly
farming methods and

the active involvement of
young people could help
strengthen  the  sector
further.

“Fish is our favourite

food, yet we hardly
remember those who work
tirelessly to bring it to our
tables. We only worry about
whether the fish is cheap
or fresh. Today is about
remembering them,” the
chief adviser added.

Citing the case of
a fish seller who had
travelled overnight from
Chattogram to Dhaka
with fresh shing (stinging
catfish), only to face

hostility while selling them,
the chief adviser said, “That
is just one example. People
working in the fisheries
sector often face enormous
challenges.”

“We are becoming so
cruel that even fish may one
day vanish from our fate.
We dump all sorts of waste
and toxins into water, but
we fail to realise that these
poisons are returning (o
us,” he added.

Aftervisiting the Patartek
site, then home minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal
claimed, “Those who were
here [at the militant den]
were all militants in some
way. They were plotting to
do something.”

He also said after the
death of Tamim, Akash
was leading “Neo JMB’,
an offshoot of the banned
outfit JMB.

The chief adviser
also underlined the vast
potential of Bangladesh’s
fisheries, particularly in
deep-sea resources, which
he said must be tapped
more effectively.

At the event, he
presented the National
Fisheries Award 2025
to this vyear’s winners
in recognition of their
contributions to  the
sector.

Exclusive

FROM PAGE 3

Citing Bangladesh
Demographic and Health
Survey (BDHS) data, Prof
Saria Tasnim, secretary
general of BBF, said the
exclusive breastfeeding rate
was 65 percent in 2017-18
but fell to 55 percent in
2022. The rate was 46
percent in 1999-2000,
showing a reversal after
years of progress.

“FEven at its peak, many
newborns were still not
exclusively breastfed,”
she said, adding that
formula milk companies
spend billions annually on
promotion.

A 2002 WHO-Unicef
survey found that57percent
of health providers in
Bangladesh unnecessarily
recommended formula
milk, violating existing law.

SK Roy, chairperson of
BBF’s board of trustees,
pointed to superstition,
lack of awareness, and
inadequate publicity as
major obstacles.

He criticised frequent
violations of the BMS Act

and its 2017 rules, saying

enforcement remains
weak.

“Many organisations
fail to provide six months’
maternity leave or
breastfeeding facilities,
further discouraging

mothers,” he said.
Speakers recommended
hospital-based campaigns,

training for health
providers, and stronger
legal action.

Health Adviser
Nurjahan Begum  said

awareness must be created
for this purpose, urging
the health ministry to take
the lead, with support from
NGOs, media, and social
influencers.

Senior officialsincluding

Saidur Rahman, Prof
Nazmul Hosain, Ashrafi
Ahmad, and Sarwar Bari
also spoke, emphasising
coordinated action to
protect infant health and
uphold breastfeeding
rights.

World Breastfeeding

Week is observed globally
in the first week of August.

‘Fabricated,

[ ] [ J ’
misleading
Muktijoddha Sangsad rejects
Muktijoddha Dal leader’s remarks

Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad vyesterday rejected
recent remarks by Jatiyatabadi Muktijoddha Dal President
Ishtiaq Aziz Ulfat on “the Sangsad, Jatiya Muktijoddha
Council (Jamuka) and the Liberation War Affairs adviser”,
calling them “lies, fabricated, misleading, and made-up.”

In a media release, the Sangsad condemned Ishtiaq’s
remarks and demanded his exemption from Jamuka.

The Sangsad said Ishtiaq made the statements
during separate press conferences on July 2 and
August 14, which were reported in the media.

“At the press conference, he claimed that most
members of the Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad’s
convening committee are Awami fascist members and
fake freedom fighters,” the release said.

“We believe that after failing to secure a position in
the Sangsad, he [Ishtiaq] is trying to create divisions
among freedom fighters, following the ‘blueprint of the
former fascist government’,” it added.

Ishtiaq also alleged that the present Muktijoddha
Sangsad approved district committees in exchange for
money.

“We challenge him to provide accurate information
and proof in this regard,” the Sangsad said, adding that
Ishtiaq has long been known as “a greedy person and
extortionist”.
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NEXTSTEP

WORKING WELL

The art of strategic breaks and
oenuine disconnection

roa

ILLUSTRATION: ZARIF FAIAZ

data suggests there is an optimal rhythm to
work and rest: one commonly cited model
advocates working intensely for around 52
minutes before taking a 17-minute break.
Others suggest slightly longer cycles, such as
75 minutes of concentrated effort followed by
33 minutes of rest. The point is not that one
schedule suits everyone, but that sustained
high performance is better achieved through
structured alternation between focus and
recovery.

Vacation: escaping work begins before the
outbound flight

If the benefits of daily breaks are clear, so too
is the need for longer stretches of complete
disengagement. Yet fully ’switching off” during
annual leave remains a challenge for many.
The Associated Press recently highlighted
how smartphones and remote access tempt
employees (o check emails or attend virtual
meetings from the beach or a mountain cabin.
One marketing professional described missing
her child’s first attempts at swimming because
she felt obliged to respond to a client.

The key to avoiding this trap lies in
preparation and boundary-setting. Experts
recommend informing colleagues and clients
of your absence well in advance, activating
out-of-office responses, and setting clear
rules for communication - ideally, none at
all. For those who feel compelled to stay
informed, a single, short daily check-in may

help reduce anxiety while keeping the rest
of the day free. Removing or disabling work
applications from personal devices can also
reduce temptation. Importantly, leadership
behaviour sets the tone: when managers model
true disconnection, employees are more likely
to follow suit without guilt.

The deeper value of stepping away

Beyond maintaining day-to-day productivity,
more extended breaks. Mini-sabbaticals and
even ‘adult gap years’ allow people to pursue
personal projects, travel, volunteer or simply
rest. Those who take such breaks often report
returning to work with fresh perspectives,
renewed energy and greater clarity about their
priorities.

There is also growing recognition that
stepping away fosters qualities that are difficult
to cultivate in constant motion. A reflective
essay in the Financial Times framed rest not as
wasted time but as fertile ground for empathy,
creativity and deep thinking. This aligns
with the philosophy of “slow productivity”
advocated by some workplace thinkers, which
encourages a focus on producing quality work
at a sustainable pace rather than chasing
perpetual busyness.

The science of recovery

Psychologists refer to this process as
‘detachment’, a mental and emotional
uncoupling from work demands. Detachment
allows the brain to consolidate learning, reset
emotional states and replenish cognitive
resources. Without it, workers risk chronic
stress, reduced creativity and eventual
burnout. FEven brief mental respites can
activate the brain’s default mode network -
a system associated with problem-solving,
imagination and insight. It is no coincidence
that solutions to stubborn problems often
appear while walking, cooking or showering,
rather than while staring at a computer screen.

The evidence is clear: well timed breaks,
whether short pauses during the workday or
long holidays away from the office, are not
luxuries, but necessities. They restore energy,
improve performance, foster innovation and
protect mental health. Structured rest is a
discipline in itself, one that requires intention,
planning and sometimes the courage to
disconnect in a culture that prizes constant
availability.

To work well, we must learn to value time
away from our desks as much as time spent at
them. The healthiest and most creative output
often flows after we have given ourselves
permission to truly step away. In the long run,
productivity is not about working without
pause, but about knowing when to stop.

GitHub CEO announces departure

If the benefits ZARIFFAIAZ
of daily breaks The idea of taking a break from work may feel
al:e clear, so too radical. Yet strategic pauses, whether they are
is the need for micro-breaks during the workday or complete
longer stretches disconnection on holiday, are increasingly
of complete recognised not as indulgences, but as essential
disengagement. investrr.lents in produ.ctivity,' creativity and
Yet fully well-being. Far from being a 51gn_of weakness
A . , or lack of commitment, stepping away at
SWl.tChlng off the right moments has been shown to make
durmg annual individuals and teams more effective.
leave remains Why strategic breaks matter
a challenge Research from the Harvard Business Review
for many. The emphasises that our real currency at work isn’t
Associated simply time, but energy. Short, regular ‘micro-
Press recently bredaks’ he_zlp re?lenish focus, sltlave off I'at}glﬁe
. . and sustain performance over the course of the
highlighted how day. These pauses are most effective when they
smartphones and involve a genuine change of mental or physical
remote access activity, such as stretching, a brief walk or even
tempt employees a few minutes of mindful breathing, rather
to check emails than simply scrolling through a phone.
or attend virtual N Health—folcugedd V\tz)orkplaceb prﬁgramlrlnes
N ave popularised ‘booster breaks’, short
meetings from intervals in which employees engage in
the b?aCh ora activities that promote well-being, such as
mountain cabin. simple exercises or guided relaxation. These
breaks have been linked to improved mood,
reduced stress and, over time, lower health
risks for those in sedentary roles.
Patterns also matter. Productivity-tracking
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him, prompting his decision to return

GitHub CEO Thomas Dohmke has

""""" to building something from scratch.
He plans to remain for the next year to

announced that he will leave the ensure a smooth handover.

company at the end of 2025 to launch

a new venture.

In a note to staff, Dohmke said his
“startup roots have begun tugging” at

LinkedIn winds down test of

million users, while its Al coding

assistant Copilot expanded to over his mobile app analytics startup,
20 million users. GitHub will remain  HockeyApp.
under Microsoft’s  CoreAl division,  \ficrosoft bought Gitllub for $7.5
though Dohmke’s successor has not

Dohmke added on the note that yetbeen named.
during his tenure, GitHub’s developer

Three years later,

billion, and by mid-2021, Dohmke had

According to a CNBC  report joined the platform as chief product
community grew to more than 150 Dohmke’s journey with Microsoft officer. Within months, he replaced Nat
began in 2015 when it acquired Friedman as CEO.

well-written
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BRAC University
Research Associate
(Graphic Design and
Technical Support)
Deadline: August 30
Eligibility:

@ Bachelor’s degree in Graphics Design, IT,
CSE, Media & Communication, Business,
MIS, or a related field with a CGPA of 3.5
and above. A Master’s degree is preferred.

Minimum experience: N/A

BRAC

UNIVERSITY

Independent F
University, iy \@J §

A 2 ‘d‘ e
Bangladesh (IUB) . ™
Senior Officer (Ranking) s
Deadline: August 20
Eligibility:

@ Master’s degree in Business, Statistics,
Data Science, Education Management, or a
related field with a quantitative focus.

Minimum experience: 3 years

“WEAT

Bengal Meat
Processing

Industries Ltd.

Category Manager

Deadline: August 27

Eligibility:

@ Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in Business
Administration/Marketing/Economics/
Finance or a related field.

Minimum experience: 5 years

Kohinoor
Chemical
Company
(Bangladesh)
Limited
Production Officer (PO)
Deadline: August 25
Eligibility:

@ Masters degree in Chemistry/Applied
Chemistry/Chemical Engineering from any

reputed university. No third class/division
in any examination.

Minimum experience: N/A

FOR MORE
DETAILS AND THE
APPLICATION
LINKS, SCAN THE
QR CODE BELOW.

profile,

“Happy is
the man who
can make a
living by his

hobby.”

GEORGE
BERNARD
SHAW

The Gen 7 guide to networking

MAISHA ISLAM MONAMEE and following inclined to support those who have shown

alternative news feed options
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LinkedIn appears to be scaling back its
experiment with alternative feed formats,
signalling the likely end of a trial that offered
users new ways to navigate the professional
network’s home page.

The feature, available only to a select group
of US members, introduced ‘pills” at the top
of the main feed that allowed users (o toggle
between three content streams: ‘For You’, an
algorithm-driven feed; ‘Following’, containing
updates from people the user follows; and
‘News’, a curated stream of business updates
assembled by LinkedIn’s editorial team.

The trial had been running for several
months, but an updated note in LinkedIn’s
Help Centre now describes it as a “limited test”
that has ended for some users. The company
stated, “This experience is currently a test and
is limited to a select group of US members
only. IUll not impact feed preferences you
made in settings. If you no longer see the pills
at the top of your feed, it’s because the feature
was part of a limited test that has now ended.”

While the wording leaves open the

possibility that the feature could be trialled
with a different group of users, the update
suggests that LinkedIn is not preparing for a
wider rollout.

Social media analysts note that
algorithmic feeds such as ‘For You’ typically
drive the highest engagement, making them
commercially valuable for platforms. The
test appeared designed to increase visibility
for LinkedIn’s in-house news content, but
questions remain about whether users see the
platform as a destination for general business
news, rather than for professional networking
and commentary.

Some observers believe LinkedIn could find
other ways to promote its editorial output,
such as through short-form video or more
prominent in-feed placement, but doubt that
a separate ‘News’ tab would become a core
part of user behaviour.

For now, the company has not announced
whether the alternative feeds will return in a
different form. For users who had access, the
removal marks the end of a brief experiment
in giving more control over the content they
see on LinkedIn.

Networking has always played a vital role
in career development, but in today’s
competitive job market, it has become
more important than ever. With limited
openings and a growing pool of qualified
applicants, personal connections go a
long way as opportunities often arise
not just from what you know, but from
who knows you and, more importantly,
who remembers you when the right
opportunity comes along. For students
and recent graduates, networking
can provide access to internships,
mentorship, industry insights,
referrals, and even long-term career
opportunities. But how do you begin
building a network when you are just
starting out?

Start with who you know

One of the most common
misconceptions about networking is
that it begins with strangers. In reality,
your most valuable connections may
already be part of your life. Friends
from university, senior students, faculty
members, and internship supervisors
all form the foundation of a network
you may not have realised you had. These
individuals understand your background,
strengths, and potential. Reaching out
to them is not only easier but also more
likely to result in sincere and supportive
conversations.

Build a professional online presence

In today’s digital-first environment,
platforms like LinkedIn have become
more than just job search tools as they
are spaces where your work, interests,
and communication style are visible to a
broader audience. Creating a complete

""" = professionals in your desired industry,

and participating in relevant discussions
can help you build credibility over time.
Even small gestures, like commenting on a
post or sharing a thoughtful perspective,
can create visibility and encourage future
interactions.

Keep it focused and specific

Many students and fresh graduates
hesitate to reach out because they are
unsure of what to say. Vague messages
like “I am looking for a

L

=
ILLUSTRATION: ZARIF FAIAZ

job” often go
unanswered. It is much more effective to
communicate with clarity and specificity.
For instance, saying “I am looking for
entry-level roles in the supply chain,
particularly FMCG companies” gives your
contact a better idea of how they can help
you.

Engage before you ask

One of the most common mistakes in
networking is reaching out only when you
need something. While asking for help is
valid, relationships built solely on requests
often feel transactional. People are more

genuine interest in their work or expertise
long before any favour is asked.

Use your campus advantage

Your university afliliation is one of the
most powerful assets you have. Alumni
networks offer access to individuals who
were once in your exact position and
have navigated their way into various
industries and roles. As a student, you also
have access to resources that are often
unavailable later in your career. Career
services offices, faculty advisors, and
university events offer direct channels to
professionals.

Prioritise quality over quantity
In the age of social media, it is easy
to assume that a large number of
connections equals a strong network.
. However, networking is not a numbers
game. The strength of your relationships
matters far more than how many
people you are connected to.

Maintain your network over time

One of the most overlooked aspects of

networking is consistency. Staying in

touch with your contacts can maintain
relationships and demonstrate genuine
interest. A quick message congratulating
someone on a promotion or checking in
with a former mentor often goes a long
way.

Finally, a common fear among young
professionals is that they have nothing
to offer in return. While it may seem like
networking is about asking for favours,
the most successful relationships are
based on mutual value. Offering a relevant
article, sharing feedback on a project, or
simply expressing genuine interest in
someone’s work can show thoughtfulness
and initiative.
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TSPORTS Live from 10:30 am

Top EndT20 STAR SPORTS SELECT
Northern Territory vs HD2

Bangladesh A (PL

Live from 3:30 pm St Kitts and Nevis

STAR SPORTS 5 Patriots vs St Lucia Kings
Australia vs South Africa | Live from 5:00 am

15t ODI (Wednesday)

Bangladesh national hockey team players appear in a jolly mood as the walk off the athletics track at the National Stadium in Dhaka yesterday following a yo-yo fitness test.
Even though they have been preparing for the Asia Gup for which they had originally failed to qualify, it was only yesterday that the confirmation came that Bangladesh will
be playing in the continental competition instead of Pakistan, who have pulled out over security concerns.

Batters strive to
add metres without
changing basics

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh’s batting effort in T20Is have
lagged behind global standards over

the years and the lack of power-hitting |
skills has often been talked about as the | #
biggest reason.

In recent T20I series against Sri |
Lanka and Pakistan, both of which the
Tigers won, batting efforts in Powerplay
showed signs of improvement but middle
and death overs remained a concern.

To deal with this issue, the Tigers have
roped in power-hitting coach Julian Wood

SPORTS REPORTER

AFH MEN’S ASIA CUP HOCKEY

Bangladesh |
‘eager to cash iny’
alter late liteline

Alonso promises
action over words

REUTERS, Madrid

Real Madrid manager Xabi Alonso said on
Monday he wanted his team’s performance on
the pitch to do the talking for him as he begins his
first Laliga campaign at home against Osasuna
on Tuesday.

Real, under Italian Carlo Ancelotti, finished
four points behind Laliga champions Barcelona
and failed to retain their Champions League
crown after a quarterfinal exit. They also lost
the Copa del Rey final to bitter rivals Barca.
Former Bayer Leverkusen coach Alonso has been
charged with reviving a Madrid side that ended
last season without a major trophy.

In the Club World Cup, which was Alonso’s first
competition as Real coach, they were knocked
out by PSG in a 4-0 semifinal loss last month.

“I'm more about doing than talking,” Alonso
told reporters. “Making promises before you act
doesn’t usually work in football. Just saying it is
not going to make it happen. We want to start
down that path tomorrow.

Real will be without Antonio Ruediger
(suspended) as well as injured left back Ferland
Mendy, midfielders Eduardo Camavinga and
Jude Bellingham plus forward Endrick. Right-
back Dani Carvajal, who has come back from an

PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED ACL injury, was named in the squad.

Mueller’s debut goal in MLS chalked off

Thomas Mueller made his Major League Soccer
debut on Sunday as a second-half substitute for
Vancouver Whitecaps in a 1-1 draw with Houston
Dynamo that left the Germany great with “mixed
feelings” after he had a goal disallowed for
offside.

Lukaku to miss start of Napoli’s title
defence

Romelu Lukaku will miss Napoli’s opening fixture

services teams, who focus on game skills rather of their Serie A title defence after suffering a

than conditioning. A fitness test conducted

Initially ineligible for the 2025 AHF Men’s Asia
Cup after finishing third in April’s AHF Cup in
Indonesia, the Bangladesh men’s hockey team
suddenly found themselves on the tournament
roster. Pakistan’s withdrawal just ten days before
the August 28 start in Bihar, India opened the
door for the red and green.

yesterday confirmed that the squad has not
yet reached the required physical standards,
though the coaches are emphasising penalty
corner conversions.

“If you don’t have proper preparation, it
is tough to survive in a big tournament. But

thigh injury which could keep the Belgium striker
out for months.

Neymar dejected after heavy loss

Philippe Coutinho scored two goals as Vasco da
Gama secured a 6-0 victory over Santos in the
Brazilian Serie A on Sunday, August 17, leaving

mental readiness can help the team play with
a fighting spirit,” added the former national
defender, who was the assistant coach during
Bangladesh” AHF Cup campaign in Indonesia.

ahead of the Asia Cup. Neymar with the worst defeat in his career.

The team has been undergoing a skill camp since August 15 and batter
Jaker Ali Anik informed that Woods is trying to make changes within
their game to help them add a bit more distance to their big shots.

“He is not trying to make us do anything different. Everyone is trying
to get a grip on things from within their own pattern,” Jaker said at the
press conference.

“Those who are dependent on their timing, he has tried to improve
that aspect. He didn’t tell those reliant on timing to become power-
hitters. It’s about adding five to six metres of distance to the shots for
players who are timing the deliveries. If that happens, then instead of
getting out, those shots would go for six,” he added.

Wood has often talked about bat swing, head position and hitting
base as key areas of his work. But the end game is to get more power,
which he had suggested was possible.

In his drills he uses the ProVelocity Bat, a specialised bat which forces
batters to generate greater hand speed and helps with sequencing and
mechanics when playing shots.

This unconventional bat has a barrel at the middle of it, which slides
to the end when a shot is played, generating a click sound. The goal is to
generate a double click sound, which indicates that the bat speed and
other mechanics was up to the mark, while a single click indicates there

Despite the late callup, the team’s
determination was already evident. At the
Maulana Bhasani Hockey Stadium vyesterday,
shadows stretched across the blue turf as a few
floodlights from the National Stadium flickered
on, yet the players pressed on, practising penalty
corner conversions with utmost focus.

Anticipating the possibility of such an
opportunity, the Bangladesh Hockey Federation
(BHF) had already organised a 12-day fitness
camp in July. The second phase of training
began on August 10, blending preparation for
the Asia Cup with the upcoming SA Games,
ensuring the team could make the most of this
unexpected chance.

“Actually, the players started the second-
phase training cheerfully, by settling their
minds to play the Asia Cup,” head coach
Moshiur Rahman Biplob told The Daily Star
after yesterday’s training.

“They have also been giving extra effort in the
training since it started last week. So, they knew

**Read full stories on The Daily Star’s website

Asia Cup 2025: August 28 - September 8
Host: Rajgir, Bihar, India

Bangladesh’s Asia Cup eligibility:
Received after Pakistan withdrew
Bangladesh squad: Ten U-21 players in
26-member squad.

Of the 26-member preliminary squad, 10 are
from the U-21 team preparing for November’s
FIH Junior World Cup, with four already
experienced at the senior level. The 20-member
final squad is expected to be announced today.

BHF general secretary Lt Col (Rtd) Riazul
Hasan informed the federation expects
government approval to travel to India and plans

Team Red players celebrate a Team Green
dismissal during a low-scoring opening match of
the Women’s Challenge Cup at BKSP-3 yesterday.
Despite Nigar Sultana Joty’s 78, Team Red were
bowled out for 144 in 47.4 overs, while Team

is improvement to be made.

“It’s a good feeling when you can get the sound [double click]| that he
is telling you to achieve. But it takes a lot of force to acquire that sound,”

Jaker said when asked about the ProVelocity bat.

Wood will next travel with the team for the Sylhet Camp beginning

on August 20.

that the opportunity would come. Now they are
eager (0 take part in the tournament and want
to cash in on the opportunity.”

Despite this, the team enter the tournament
with less preparation than wusual, raising
concerns over fitness. Most players are from

to apply for visas today, with the team set to fly
to Kolkata on August 26.

For now, time is short but the stakes are high
as the red and green chase glory on borrowed
hours.

Green could only manage 112 in 40.1 overs

in reply. The series is part of women’s team’s
preparation for the upcoming ICC Women’s World
Cup, with boys’ under-15 team being the other
team of the series. PHOTO: BCB

Flooded held,
lost smiles

SAHIDUL ISLAM, Jamalpur

Once alive with children’s laughter and football
matches, the lone playground of Chargolabari
Government Primary School in Jorkhali union
of Jamalpur’s Madarganj upazila now resembles
a stagnant pool.

According to locals and school authorities, this
vital space remains waterlogged for nearly four
months every year. Consequently, students are
deprived of sports and physical activities, while
residents who visit the Union Parishad office
beside the field also face immense difliculties.

The importance of the field is undeniable, yet
it still lacks a proper drainage system. As a result,
even a brief spell of rain leaves it unusable for
days. The situation is particularly disheartening
because in 2023 Chargolabari Government
Primary School became the champions of the
National Gold Cup Football Tournament.

“We come to school, but the field is under
water. Football practice has stopped,” sighed
Raihan, a fifth grader.

Parents watch with equal worry. With sports
gone, Babul Sarkar noted, children now spend
entire days on their phones. “If only there was
drainage,” he said, “they would return to play.”

For Headmaster Shahinur Islam, the sight is
especially bitter. “We were champions, yet today
our children cannot even step onto their own
field,” he reminded.

Asked about the issue, Upazila Education
Officer Nurul Amin said, “If government funds
are allocated, steps will be taken to fill the field
and resolve the waterlogging. Meanwhile, a
temporary solution will be sought in consultation
with the local administration.”

Echoing this, Madarganj Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Nadir Shah told The Daily Star, “I
am aware of the matter. Initially, we wanted to

address the waterlogging using funds from the
union parishad and the district council. But the
required amount exceeds our budget. It would be
more effective if the project is undertaken by the
Department of Primary Education Engineering.”

For now, however, the children who once lifted
a national trophy are left stranded -- dreams of
football glory drowned in the very field that once
nurtured them.

- J 4

Vitinha celebrates with Nuno Mendes and Desire Doue after netting the winner as European champions PSG edged Nantes
1-0 in their Ligue 1 opener on Sunday night. Fresh from their UEFA Super Cup win over Tottenham Hotspur last week, Luis
Enrique’s side laboured early before substitutes Ousmane Dembele, Mendes, Achraf Hakimi, Doue, and Khvicha Kvaratskhelia
shifted the momentum. Dembele’s short corner found Mendes, whose cutback was controlled and then deflected in by Vitinha

in the 67th minute.

PHOTO: AFP
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“They dragged my

brother out of a
shop and shot him’

Witness gives testimony at ICT-1

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The elder brother of 12th grader Imam Hasan Bhuiyan gave a
harrowing testimony before International Crimes Tribunal-1
yesterday, recounting how police dragged his brother out of
a tea shop in Jatrabari’s Kajla area during a demonstration
on July 20 last year and shot him at close range.

Robiul Awal Bhuiyan said his brother Imam had
taken shelter inside the shop amid police firing. “Then SI
Sazzaduzzaman shot my brother in the leg, telling him to
run away. As Imam looked back, ADC Shamim grabbed a
firearm from another officer and fired at his lower body.
The bullet pierced through.

“Finally, then Jatrabari police inspector Zakir Hossain
fired multiple shotgun rounds,” he told the court in a
trembling voice.

He added that when Imam’s friend Rahat tried to
pull him to safety, police shot at Rahat and forced him
to flee. “My brother lay bleeding on the street for half an
hour, even though two hospitals were just yards away. He
pleaded for help, but the policemen stood by, enjoying the
sight of him dying,” he said, breaking down.

Locals and journalists tried to save him, but were forced
to retreat as police fired at them too.

Robiul was testifying in the crimes against humanity
case filed against deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
former home minister Asaduzzaman Khan, and ex-

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

‘Drastic’ measures
at Biman to regain

public trust

RASHIDUL HASAN

Biman has taken ‘drastic measures’ to regain passengers’
confidence after the recent spate of technical issues in
its aircraft that raised questions about the quality of its
maintenance and safety.

The national flag carrier has formed a four-member
high-powered committee to investigate the technical
issues between July 1 and August 13, said ABM Raoshan
Kabir, spokesperson of Biman.

Led by Tanvir Khurshid, the airline’s chief of technical,
the committee has been asked to submit its report within
10 working days.

The committee will recommend how to avoid the
recurrence of any such technical issues in the future.

Besides, Biman’s Engineering department and flight
operations department are also separately investigating
cach of the big technical issues, which seemed unusual,
Raoshan said.

From now on, Biman will have a dedicated engineering
team for the night shift under a special arrangement for
any technical issues, The Daily Star has learnt from people
involved with the proceedings.

In the last month, there have been at least 10 incidents
in which Biman’s Boeing and DHC Dash-8 aircraft
experienced technical issues before or after takeoff.

While technical issues are common in any airline, the
recurring nature of the problems has raised concerns
about the safety standards and maintenance practices at

(From left) European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, Finnish President Alexander
Stubb, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, US President Donald Trump, French President Emmanuel Macron, Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz pose for a photo in the Cross Hall of the White House in Washington,

DC, yesterday.

Savar
declared
degraded

airshed’

Brick Kilns slapped
with restrictions

UNB, Dhaka

The government
has declared Savar
upazila in Dhaka a
“degraded airshed”
and said that the
operation of all brick
kilns, except “Tunnel
Kilns” and “Hybrid
Hoffman Kilns”, will
be restricted from
next month.

The decision was
made under Rule 5
of the Air Pollution
(Control) Rules, 2022,
according to a circular
issued vyesterday and
signed by Department
of Environment
Director General Md
Kamruzzaman.

In addition to
kiln restrictions, the
circular bans open

PHOTO: REUTERS

Hamas agrees (0 new
Gaza truce proposal

Says group oflicial; Israel launches massive attacks
on the enclave ahead of planned seizure

AGENCIES

A Hamas source told
AFP  yesterday  that
the Palestinian group
had agreed to a new
proposal for a ceasefire
in Gaza, devastated by
more than 22 months of
war between the group
and Israel.

“Hamas has delivered
its response to the
mediators, confirming
that Hamas and the
factions agreed to the
new ceasefire proposal
without requesting any
amendments,”
requesting anonymity.

A Palestinian official earlier yesterday told
AFP that mediators had proposed an initial 60-
day truce and hostage release in two batches.

In the Gaza Strip, Israeli forces have intensified
their attacks ahead of planned efforts to seize
the territory, with at least 19 Palestinians killed

»

Thousands flee their
homes in eastern Gaza
City

»

19 Palestinians killed in
Israeli strikes across the
Strip

»

the Hamas source told AFP,

Five Palestinians die
from malnutrition in 24
hours

the Palestinian city
and forcibly displace
its population, calling
Israeli  promises to
provide shelter and
humanitarian aid
“blatant deception”.

The health ministry
in Gaza said five
Palestinians have died
due to malnutrition
in the past 24 hours,
including wo
children. This brings
the total death toll
from starvation and
malnutrition since the
offensive began to 263,

including 112 children, reports Al Jazeera online.

Amnesty International said: Israel is “carrying

out a deliberate campaign of starvation” in Gaza
and is “systematically destroying the health,
wellbeing and social fabric of Palestinian life”.
Doctors Without Borders, known by its
French initials MSF, said its stafl in Gaza are
witnessing a surge in mass casualties linked

CLASHES IN RAKHINE
Several hundred
Rohingyas wait
along the Naf

in Myanmar

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

Several hundred Rohingyas are
reportedly stranded just across the Naf
River opposite Teknaf, unable to enter
Bangladesh due to tightened border
security, according to Rohingya
community leaders.

They estimate that around 300-400
Rohingyas have gathered along the
frontier, many fleeing fierce clashes
in Myanmar’s Rakhine State involving
the Arakan Army, Rohingya armed
groups, and junta forces seeking
to regain control of lost territory.
Fourteen of Rakhine’s 17 townships
are now under Arakan Army control.

The matter of Rohingyas massing
near the border was raised at a National
Task Force meeting on Rohingya
Affairs, chaired by Foreign Secretary
Asad Alam Siam at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Dhaka on August
17. Officials at the meeting confirmed
reports that some Rohingyas are
crossing into Bangladesh despite
heightened patrols.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 5

ACC files cases
against 3 top
businessmen

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission
has filed cases against three leading
businessmen in the country on charges
of embezzling large sums of money and
amassing illegal wealth.

At a press briefing at the ACC
headquarters in Segunbagicha
yesterday, ACC Director General Akhter
Hossain disclosed the information.

The accused are Saiful Alam, chairman
of S Alam Group; Kazi Nabil Ahmed,
owner of Gemcon Group and former
member of parliament; and Nazrul Islam
Majumder, chairman of Nassa Group.

According to ACC sources, a case
has been filed against Saiful Alam on
charges of embezzling Tk 80 crore.
The allegation said he opened fake
enterprises in name of restaurant
businesses and took loans from First
Security Islami Bank Limited in name
of these enterprises, which were later
misappropriated. Along with him, 20
others have been accused in the case.

ACC also filed a case against Nazrul
Islam, also former chairman of EXIM
Bank, along with 22 others, on charges
of embezzling nearly Tk 858 crore.
The allegation states the money was
withdrawn under the guise of loans.

Biman, aCCOFC]ng to a\'f'iation experts. ] buming of solid waste, since dawn yesterday. to Israel’s ongoing siege and its distribution of Another case has been filed against
In the last 30 days, international flights to Abu Dhabi, issuance of location Fearing the imminent Israeli ground aid. Kazi Nabil Ahmed. He is accused of
Bangkok, Dammam, Singapore and Kuala Lumpur have or environmental offensive, thousands of Palestinians have left “The indiscriminate killings, and the counts acquiring illegal wealth worth Tk
faced problems mid-air, accprdlng o Blman. ) clearance for their homes in eastern areas of Gaza City, of mass casualties we still [see| on a daily basis 7 crore and conducting suspicious
Allegations have been raised that engineers working at SEE PAGE 8 COL 4 reports Reuters. right now, hasn’t stopped, but only increased in transactions of more than Tk 109
SEE PAGE 8 COL1 Hamas has slammed Israel’s plan to seize its scale,” said Nour Alsagqa of MSF. crore across 45 bank accounts.
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The  government has  Pak situation ‘every graduation deferral
suspended 18 = senior  gjngle day’ needs careful
police officers on charges P5 ré
of “desertion”, according assessment
to an order issued by the
Public Security Division of
the home ministry Sunday. W ST iﬁﬁm ﬁg@-ﬁw 'ﬂﬁ
Among them is the high- *_ - as ﬁ-‘ﬂ
profile police officer Harun -',/’f (CPTGRTETR 36 er=ife)
or Rashid, who previously FACTLA-S L8 HY
served as the head of Dhaka PR AR S T ROH AT [ WS o a0 FfD ook
Metropolitan Police’s s st e e e T - e e, Fate e
Detective Branch.

The order said the
officers had remained
absent from duty without
permission  from  the
authorities concerned on
various dates in 2024 and
2025, which is an offence
categorised as “desertion”
under the Government
Servants (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules, 2018.

Those suspended
include senior officials of
the DMP, different range
DIG offices, the Armed
Police Battalion, police
training institutions, and
other specialised units.

The list also includes
Sanjit Kumar Ray, joint

SEE PAGE 8 COL 5
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Palestinians walk past the ruins of the Abu
Khudra Mosque in Gaza City yesterday. Inset,
displaced Palestinians fleeing northern Gaza
load their belongings onto a car before heading
south, as the Israeli military prepares to relocate
residents to the southern part of the enclave.
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