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Israeli military 
strikes Houthi 
‘energy site’ in 
Yemen
AFP, Jerusalem

Israel’s military said 
yesterday it struck an 
“energy infrastructure 
site” in Yemen used by the 
Houthi rebels, the latest 
action against the Iran-
backed group which has 
launched attacks at Israel 
throughout the Gaza war.

A military statement said 
Israeli forces “struck... deep 
inside Yemen, targeting 
an energy infrastructure 
site that served the Houthi 
terrorist regime” in the 
area of Yemen’s rebel-held 
capital Sanaa, without 
naming the site.

The Houthis’ Al-Masirah 
TV, citing a civil defence 
source, reported “an 
aggression targeting the 
Haziz power plant” south 
of Sanaa. There were no 
immediate reports of 
casualties.

Since October 2023 start 
of Israel-Hamas war in Gaza 
Strip, the Houthis have 
repeatedly fired missiles 
and drones at Israel, 
claiming to act in solidarity 
with the Palestinians.

Most Houthi attacks have 
been intercepted, but have 
prompted Israeli air strikes 
on rebel targets in Yemen. 
The military said its latest 
“strikes were conducted 
in response to repeated 
attacks” by the Houthis.

On Thursday Israel said 
it intercepted a missile 
fired from Yemen, with 
the Houthis later claiming 
responsibility for it.

Beyond attacks on Israel, 
Houthis have also targeted 
alleged Israeli-linked ships 
in the Red Sea and Gulf of 
Aden off Yemen. The Iran-
backed group broadened 
its campaign to target 
ships tied to the US and 
UK after the two countries 
began military strikes.

CRIME EMERGENCY

3 Republican-led 
states to deploy 
National Guard 
troops to US capital
REUTERS

The Republican governors of three states are 
deploying hundreds of National Guard troops 
to Washington, DC, at the request of the 
administration of President Donald Trump, who 
has portrayed the city as awash in crime.

The announcements on Saturday of troops 
from hundreds of miles away in West Virginia, 
South Carolina and Ohio came a day after DC 
officials and the Trump administration negotiated 
a deal to keep Mayor Muriel Bowser’s appointed 
police chief, Pamela Smith, in charge of the 
police department after DC Attorney General 
Brian Schwalb filed a lawsuit to block the federal 
takeover of the department.

Trump, a Republican, said this week he was 
deploying hundreds of DC National Guard troops 
to Washington and temporarily taking over the 
Democratic-led city’s police department to curb 
what he depicted as a crime and homelessness 
emergency.

RELOCATION OF RESIDENTS FROM GAZA CITY

Hamas rejects Israel’s plan
AGENCIES

Palestinian group Hamas said yesterday that 
Israel’s plan to relocate residents from Gaza 
City constitutes a “new wave of genocide and 
displacement” for hundreds of thousands of 
residents in the area.

The group said the planned deployment of 
tents and other shelter equipment by Israel 
into southern Gaza was a “blatant deception”.

The Israeli military has said it is preparing 
to provide tents and other equipment that 
started yesterday ahead of its plan to relocate 
residents from combat zones to the south of 
the enclave “to ensure their safety”.

Hamas said in a statement that the 
deployment of tents under the guise of 

humanitarian purposes is a blatant deception 
intended to “cover up a brutal crime that 
the occupation forces prepare to execute”, 
reports Reuters.

Meanwhile, Israeli forces bombed al-Ahli 
Hospital in Gaza City yesterday, killing at least 
seven people. 

According to Gaza medical sources, at least 
21 people were killed in Israeli attacks across 
the coastal enclave since the early hours of 
yesterday morning. Seven of them were killed 
in an Israeli airstrike on al-Ahli Hospital.

At least 13 Palestinians seeking aid were 
killed by Israeli forces near the Morag axis and 
at aid distribution centres. The total number 
of aid seekers killed since May 27, when Israel 
introduced a new aid distribution mechanism 

through the US-based GHF, has reached at 
least 1,924, with more than 14,288 injured, 
according to Gaza’s health ministry. 

11 more people have died of Israel-induced 
starvation in the past 24 hours, taking the 
death toll to 251, it said. The victims include 
108 children.

In the occupied West Bank, the Wafa 
news agency reported that Israeli forces have 
arrested three Palestinians in a raid on the 
city of Bethlehem.

A group of UN staff members has launched 
a new campaign in support of Palestinians 
facing atrocities in Gaza, with the former 
UN assistant secretary-general for human 
rights, Andrew Gilmour, as their chair, Al 
Jazeera reports.

Volunteers carry food and medical supplies for flood victims in the Buner district of Pakistan’s mountainous Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province 
yesterday. Pakistani rescuers dug through debris and massive boulders in search of survivors after flash floods killed at least 344 people, 
with more than 150 still missing. PHOTO: AFP

This handout photograph, taken and released yesterday by Turkish news agency DHA, shows a firefighting plane 
spraying water over a scorched area following a wildfire in the Gelibolu district of Çanakkale, northwestern 
Turkey. PHOTO: AFP

Iraq uncovers 
suspected IS burial 
site near Mosul

AFP, Baghdad

Iraqi authorities have begun 
excavating the site of a mass 

grave believed to contain 
thousands of victims 
of the Islamic State (IS) 
group near Mosul city, the 
project’s director told AFP 

yesterday.
The first phase, which 

was launched on August 10, 
includes surface-level excavation 

at the Khasfa site, director Ahmed 
al-Assadi said.

An AFP correspondent visiting the site in 
northern Iraq yesterday said the team unearthed 
human skulls buried in the sand. Khasfa is located 
near Mosul, where IS had established the capital 
of their self-declared “caliphate” before being 
defeated in Iraq in late 2017.

Trump defends global war 
involvement

Cites India-Pakistan tensions as example
NDTV ONLINE

US President Donald Trump has 
again brought up the recent India-
Pakistan conflict, reiterating his 
claim that the US helped in averting 
a nuclear escalation between the 
two Asian neighbours. 

India maintains that the May 
conflict ended through a ceasefire 
sought by Pakistan after suffering 
heavy damage. Pakistan had credited 
Trump, echoing him as it has been 
doing to gain the US attention.

Trump said his main goal is to 
“save lives”, trying to justify his 
involvement in conflicts worldwide, 
even if those didn’t impact the US on 
a significant scale, in an interview 
with Fox News, after his unsuccessful 
summit with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Alaska.

His response came to a question 
by Fox News’s Sean Hannity, who 
sought to know if he wanted to save 
the world.

“Number one, to save lives in all 

cases, because wars are wars. When 
you see what would have happened 
with Cambodia as an example. Now, 
I’m not involved, but I was involved in 
negotiating a trade deal. And I said, 
you guys are going to be fighting 
Thailand, Cambodia, so many 
different,” the President replied.

Bringing up India-Pakistan 
tensions, he went on to claim that 
he averted what could have led to a 
nuclear escalation.

“Take a look at India and Pakistan. 
They were shooting down airplanes 
already. And that would have been 

maybe nuclear. I would have said it 
was going to go nuclear. And I was 
able to get it done,” he said.

“Number one is lives. And number 
two is everything else. Wars are very 
bad,” he added.

India and Pakistan had engaged 
in a brief four-day conflict following 
the Pahalgam terror attack in April 
22. In the massacre, 26 innocent 
civilians were shot dead in cold blood 
by Pakistan-linked terrorists while 
vacationing in the scenic Baisaran 
valley in Pahalgam.

In response, Indian forces had 
carried out Operation Sindoor on 
May 7, targeting nine terror camps 
deep within Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. 

This continued till May 10, when 
Pakistan approached the Indian side 
and requested a ceasefire. However, 
Trump claimed that the hostilities 
ended due to his involvement that 
came with a tariff threat - a claim 
that India has denied multiple times.


