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Promises on paper, pollution in reality
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ministry has initiated three
projects to save three rivers
- Sutang in Habiganj,
Haridhoa in  Narsingdi
and Labandaha in Gazipur
- under the Bangladesh
Climate  Change  Trust
Fund. The water resources
ministry has approved a
large volume of emergency
work to protect riverbanks
in just two months.

The ministry also drew
up a list of 1,294 rivers in
Bangladesh.

The long-awaited Teesta
River project has finally
taken off with a Chinese
company about to complete
its fieldwork, which will help
determine what needs to
be done under the project.
According to the initial
plans, it will curb bank
erosion, reclaim land and
store floodwater for use
during the dry season.

In  August last vyear,
soon after taking office,
Rizwana told The Daily
Star that she would select
one river in each division
to rid them of pollution
and encroachment.
In  subsequent  public
speeches, she had vowed
to go after businesses that
pollute rivers. She had been
especially  vocal  against
the factories that release
untreated industrial waste
into the river systems.

But nothing of substance
has been visible till now.

All the rivers around
Dhaka city, including
the Buriganga, Turag,
Shitalakkhya, Dhaleshwari
and Balu, are still as polluted
as before. In the last one
year, her ministry could only
prepare a plan to revive 63
rivers in 63 districts.

Although Rizwana
wishes to ensure a fair
share, negotiations about 54
transboundary rivers remain
uncertain.

Forest land recovery from
forcible occupation also
remains a major challenge.
Over 1.60 lakh individuals
and organisations occupy

2.57 lakh acres (more
than three times the area
of undivided Dhaka city)
of forest land across 28
districts, according to a
forest department report of
2021. Of that, 31,615 acres
were recovered between
October 2020 and July 2024.
The interim government has
recovered over 5,000 acres
in the last year.

A release from the
environment and forest
ministry said that besides
cancelling numerous
projects with allotment of
forest land, which in turn
saved 11,000 forest land
from encroachment, the
forest department had taken
an initiative to revive three
forests - Modhupur Sal
Forest, Chunati Forest and

Sherpur Forest.

Smaller initiatives
include banning the invasive
acacia and  eucalyptus

trees, reintroduction  of
the extinct native peafowl,
and conservation of other
species like sambars,
capped langurs and hoolock
gibbons.

Also, the plan for a
safari park in Lathitila
of Moulvibazar has been
scrapped as the ministry

didn’c  find it feasible.
Meanwhile,  plans  are
underway  to  establish
a sanctuary for captive

elephants in Chunati, Cox’s
Bazar.

The forest department,
however, could not improve
its record on protecting
wild elephants. At least 11
clephants were killed by
poachers and villagers in
Chattogram over the past
year.In thelast 10 years, more
than 100 elephants were
killed by villagers, according
to forest department data.

While there has been
some progress in monitoring
pollution, the ministry has
yet to enforce concrete, long-
term measures to combat
Dhaka’s air pollution, which
remains among the worst in
the world.

Ministry

officials  say

they have developed plans
for national air quality
management. They say
830 illegal brick kilns were
demolished in the last one
year. They have also shut
down 18 unauthorised lead
factories.

Brick kilns, however,
continue o operate
on Dhaka’s  outskirts,
contributing to the city’s air
pollution.

When pointed out that
the 80,000  diesel-run
buses and trucks still ply the
streets further worsening
pollution in Dhaka, Rizwana
said vehicles are regulated by
the transport ministry and
that environment ministry
is trying to coordinate with
the transport ministry to
limit old vehicles.

Bangladesh was the first
country to ban polythene
shopping bags in 2002.
Since then, officials have
been conducting occasional
drives against polybags. But
the production, marketing,
and sales of single-use
polythene shopping bags
never stopped. The interim
government’s  efforts  to
curb plastic use included
748 mobile court drives,
collecting Tk 87.6 lakh in
fine from 1,397 violators.

More than 292 tonnes of
polythene were seized, one
individual received a one-
month prison sentence, four
cases were filed, and seven
illegal polythene factories
had their power connections
severed. There were also
certain measures to free the
Secretariat from plastic.

Despite all these
initiatives, markets remain
flooded with single-use
polythene bags.

The one clear success has
been the temporary ban on
tourists to Saint Martin’s
Island, off the Cox’s Bazar
coast.

On the other hand, the
move to make the airport
area a silent zone seems to
have fallen flat, even though
mobile courts  collected
fines worth Tk 15.5 lakh and
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works under “Urban Development and City Governance Projeci (UDCGP)Y”, Package details are given below:
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website (www.nec, gov.bd
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The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject the tenders without sssigning ressons whatsoever,

Al AL

Ay

{ Md. Abdul Aziz )
Chief Engincer
Marayvangan] Clty Corporation
Marayanganj.

Ph, 02-TG45032
c-mail: seginec.gov.bd

13. 048

sileETed! AN FEF

GYrE FEEN

BT BT OO e ZAPBHTS
Q@ ([@Ie, WEH-AEM, URE-335%

www.dttti.gov.bd

feld eiffrrs o [Refe

dttti2024@gmail.com

SfSarT ¢ wie! Ty wafatee W 2te Irfae arewn Fod Ty
fefare wfefy aferme faramse o =€ AATE wadE @z Fal TR
www.dttti.govbd STTAZE S WA TN TEAEAC I(4 AT
ImEs e/ /e AaEte
od/os/202¢fds Sifdrya Ty (99 F909 TA |

ElR i

@ BTafE /et e ¢ gfewe
8 AL
afef affre | Sefgem - o> | Figfeene fyfawem/2a5HEs
e wfefy Frw | fHfem - oy | ze B feffa fagwf 29
U | eIl - oy | Eefrafa: fefewz & qeras a7
QIF € FUE! | FOIrAEe - o) | Gfowe LRI A5
o AfewEr, | e - oy | (GewmEfeTe fergmn 2pmE v
2033 T GBIl - o) | qEAd qW4 Gfeseel) wefEE
(Fieefes) | $ferEhE - oy | fefifam/dewmfe 9q s
oo B /BEOIRA - o) | WFLTH  wAeHfGa  AfowEe
TS TA! CBT&A Level 4
Ehifeaciv ol

GD-1759

faifere @me www.dtttigov.bd €R=ES fefat w1

‘:vgg'l-o?.r

©, AP (3 AT FA
G
B! (Gt Bor (Gfe BAPeLEs

seized 1,644 horns in 484
cases.

The environment adviser
remains  positive  about
giving it a try at least. “If
you dismiss something
because the initiative was
not successful, then nobody
will even try to do them,” she
said.

“Nobody will be able to
finish all this work within a
year. I never said I could save
all the riversin that time. But
[ dream of saving them.”

Sharif Jamil, member-
secretary of a civic platform
for  environment  and
climate, DHORA, said
his expectation from the
ministry was  naturally
higher than it was for others.
He acknowledged that there
had been some instances of
success on the environment
front. But, he explained,
from the perspective of the
common citizens, the rivers
are being grabbed and water
being polluted. “There is no
sign of improvement so far
as forest of biodiversity are
concerned.”

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

[llegal sand
Maheshkhali, a

They

extraction in
coastal
upazila in Cox’s Bazar, is putting
hundreds of hillside residents at risk
of landslides, alleged locals.
claimed political
activists have formed a syndicate

MAHESHKHALI IN COX’S BAZAR

Illegal sand extraction
poses landslide risk

island
area.

party

extracting 20 to 50 truckloads of sand

daily from a site known as “Chaliyatali

Balur Dale” in Kalamarchhara union.
Despite several drives by the upazila

administration, authorities have failed

to stop the illegal activity.
Locals said sand

parts of Maheshkhali.

Each truckload reportedly sells for

around Tk 2,500.

extraction
intensifies during the monsoon, when
rainwater washes sand down from the
hills and deposits it in the basin. The
syndicate collects and sells the sand,
transporting it by truck or dumper
to Matarbari, Badarkhali, and other

Md Sajminul Islam, assistant
conservator of forests of the Coastal
Forest Division in Maheshkhali,

admitted sand trafficking from the

He said the sand originates
from hills under his department’s
jurisdiction in Mouza-12 and is washed
down to the basin by rain.

However, the basin is on khas land
(government land not under forest
jurisdiction), so the forest department
cannot take direct action.

He said the department ensures
no one extracts sand directly from

the hills, but residents illegally settled

near the basin now face a high risk of

landslides due to sand removal.
“These sandy hills have been

severely degraded, partly because

of houses built illegally and roads
constructed through natural water
channels,”
extraction stops, erosion from the hills

he said. “If the sand

will also reduce.”

Abu Bakkar, journalist and general
secretary of the Bangladesh Poribesh
Andolon’s Moheshkhali unit, said,
“Although drives are conducted in
response to media pressure, traffickers
are often tipped off ahead of time,
making operations ineffective.”

UNO Md Hedayet Ullah said the
administration is aware of the issue
and has carried out multiple drives
against the traffickers.

“I personally led a drive and seized
some equipment from the site.
Local law enforcement has also been
instructed to act,” he said.

ICT-1records

FROM PAGE 3
he was declared dead,
and accused top officials
- including ousted prime
minister Sheikh Hasina --
of ordering the shooting.
He named several police
officers as the shooters.
Yakub’s mother, Rahima
Akhter, described the
fatal injuries, breaking
down as a video of Yakub
bleeding was played in
court. She and another
victim’s relative demanded
punishment for the Killers.
The tribunal adjourned
witness testimonies until

August 1.

Fight police personnel,
including former DMP
commissioner Habibur
Rahman and others,
are accused; four are in
custody, while the rest are

absconding.
Meanwhile, the
International Crimes

Tribunal-2 set August 21
to decide whether to frame
charges or discharge 16
accused in the killing of
seven people at Ashulia
during the July uprising.
Six victims were set on fire,
one still alive at the time.

Narrow, damaged
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“Whenwedrive thebusalong
this road, it jolts badly while
crossing damaged sections,
which harms the vehicle’s
parts,” said Mohammad
Shahin, manager of Emad
Paribahan in Pirojpur.
Dhaka-bound trucks
carrying wooden logs,
green coconuts, and other
goods also travel this road.
“Sometimes it becomes
extremely difficult and
risky to make way for
vehicles coming from
behind or from the
opposite direction because
the road is so narrow,” said
trucker Mohammad Ali.
“The road needs to

be widened to double its
current width. Otherwise,
smooth movement will
remain impossible,” he
added.

Tanvir Ahmed, executive
engineer of the Roads and
Highways Department
(RHD) in Pirojpur, said 29
kilometres of the Pirojpur-
Nazirpur-Gopalganj road
fall within Pirojpur district
and have an average width
of 5.5 metres.

“We have sent a proposal
to the higher authorities
to widen it to 10.3 metres,”
he said, adding that if
approved, they will be able
to expand the road, easing
the suffering of road users.

DSCC misses revenue
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crore, with Tk 879.65 crore
collected - Tk 362.81 crore
short. The 2022-23 target
was Tk 1,277 crore, but Tk
1,031.97 crore was realised,
leaving a gap of Tk 245.03
crore. In 2023-24, the target
was Tk 1,372.37 crore, while
Tk 1,061 crore was collected
--a Tk 311.37 crore shortfall.

Although revenue
collection had been
increasing year-on-year

between 2020-21 and 2023-
24 - rising by Tk 176.34
crore, Tk 152.32 crore, and
Tk 29.59 crore respectively
— the trend reversed in 2024~
25, with a steep drop.

A DSCC revenue
department officer said no
officials or employees could
enter Nagar Bhaban during
the protest period, with even
the administrator and CEO’s
offices locked.

“Because of this, DSCC
could not fully collect
revenue from the 52 revenue
heads. =~ Many  citizens
came (0 pay revenue but
left empty-handed. Trade
licence issuance and
renewals were impossible
during that period, reducing
total revenue collection,” the
official said.

On Wednesday,
DSCC  administrator  Md
Shahjahan Mia announced
the budget for fiscal year
2025-26, setling a revenue
collection target of Tk
1,399.98 crore against a total
budget of Tk 3,841.38 crore.

Shahjahan Mia said June
is normally the month of
highest collection, but this
year the offices were locked
for over 40 days.

“However, we have
targeted to collect more
revenue in 2025-26 than
was collected in 2024-25.

The arrears from last fiscal
year will be collected during
the current fiscal year,” he
added.

Contacted, BNP leader
Ishraque Hossain’s [amily
said he is wundergoing
treatment at a hospital in the
capital, and no comments
could be obtained from him.

Urban planner Professor
Adil Muhammad Khan said
the decline was not solely
due to Ishraque’s movement.

“All activities  were
halted for about one and a
hall months. Additionally,
there was a student-led
uprising in the previous
fiscal year. Following that,
the mayor and councillors
were removed. People were
somewhat hesitant. These
are also reasons.”

Collecting the revenue
that could not be collected
this year in the next year will
be a challenge for DSCC, he
said.

Flood threat
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Kamal Hossain, a farmer
from Char Bajra of Ulipur
upazila in Kurigram, said
water entered all houses in
the area at dawn. “Rain has
worsened our suffering.
We're struggling to protect
our cattle.”

Nader Islam, a farmer
from Jatrapur village in
Kurigram Sadar, said the
Brahmaputra’s water has
risen sharply over the 24
hours to 6:00am yesterday.
“It looks like floods may be
approaching soon.”

Kurigram District Relief
and Rehabilitation Officer
Abdul Matin said they were
prepared to handle a flood
situation and had adequate
relief supplies in stock.

Tk 519cr campus project set
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central library, and a two-
storey TSC and cafeteria,

costing around Tk 211
crore.

Two more
establishments will be

built within the project
at a cost of Tk 2 crore.
In addition, around Tk
15 crore will be spent on
furniture.

According to the project
summary prepared for
Ecnec, the  academic
masterplan focuses on
teaching, specialised
training, research, and
knowledge dissemination,
along with the physical
and mental development
of students to help build a
humane society.

The campus will
include open  spaces,
sports  grounds, lakes,

and designated areas for
agriculture, livestock, and
fisheries departments.
At least 33 percent of
the area will be reserved
for tree plantation and

greenery, in line with Forest
Department guidelines.

If implemented, the
university - located in
Shahjadpur, Sirajganj, and
established to honour the
legacy of Rabindranath
Tagore -- will aim (o
expand quality higher
education, promote
Rabindra studies,
and develop skilled,
technology-savvy human
resources.

On May 7, Planning

Adviser Wahiduddin
Mahmud said after the
proposal  was initially
placed, the chief
adviser  directed that

a comprehensive  plan
prioritising fine arts be
prepared.

The project was then
sent back for revision. At
the time, Wahiduddin
Mahmud also said the
university would be built
on 100 acres of land in
the Zamindari area of
Kuthibari in Shahjadpur,
designed to attract tourists

and prioritise fine arts,
dance, and literature.

The four-year project
is scheduled to run from
May 2025 to April 2029.
It will be implemented
by the University Grants
Commission and Rabindra
University, Bangladesh,
under the Secondary and
Higher Education Division
of the Education Ministry.

Meanwhile, the
Chalan  Beel = Rokkha
Andolon has written to
the planning ministry,
urging that the proposed
university site be relocated

from  Buripothajia in
Shahjadpur.
They  warned  that

building the campus at the
confluence of several rivers
and canals -- the only outlet
of Chalan Beel -- could
cause waterlogging and an
ecological disaster in the
country’s largest wetland.
The letter described the
move as “the final nail in
the coffin” for the already
threatened ecosystem.
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e-Tender Notice

CElTender Notice-No-02/25-26(002-004)/E-107
e-Tender is invited and published in the Mational e-GP System Portal (hitp: www.eprocure.gov.bd) for following

TY OF ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY

Date:- 13/08/2025

procurement.
| Tender Document Last
Tender DY 2 Closing & Opening
ReTender Tender Name sali:ﬂimn}{mmg Date & Time
1137305 | CE/S-02125-26 27-Aug-202516:00 | 28-Aug-2025 16:00
| Supply of Various Type Parts of AC, Printer &
| Telephone for Maintenance Works of BUET.
1137374 | CE/E-12/24-25 27-Aug-202516:00 | 28-Aug-2025 16:00
Re-Tender | Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of 2 Stop,
| 1000 KG Capacity Cargo Lift for Swadhinata Hall at BUET.
1138195 | CE/C-94/2023-24 27-Aug-2025 16:00 | 28-Aug-2025 16:00
| Construction of Testing & Measurement Room in Side of
| the High Voltage Lab at ECE Building, BUET, o )
1138254 | CE/S-09/24-25 27-Aug-2025 16:00 28-Aug-2025 16:00
Supply of Various Type Electrical ltems for Maintenance
Works of BUET.

Banks Branches.

(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.hd).
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This is an online Tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offfine/hard copies will be accepted.
To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System portal (http:ifwww.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents from the National e-GP portal have to be deposited online through any registered

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk

A

12682
(Dr. AK.M. Jahangir Alam, PEng)
Chief Engineer




