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Putin, N Korea’s 
Kim vow stronger 
ties ahead of US-
Russia summit
AFP, Seoul

Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un have 
vowed to strengthen cooperation, days 
ahead of Putin’s summit in Alaska 
with Donald Trump, Pyongyang’s state 
media reported yesterday.

Putin and Kim spoke by phone in a 
“warm comradely atmosphere” on Tuesday 
and confirmed “their will to strengthen 
cooperation in the future”, the official 
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said.

The call came three days before the 
summit between Putin and Trump, the 
first between a sitting US and Russian 
president since 2021, as Trump seeks 
to broker an end to Russia’s more than 
three-year war in Ukraine.

North Korea has sent thousands of 
troops to Russia’s Kursk region as well 
as weapons to aid its war effort, with 
Kim offering Moscow his full support 
for the war during talks last month with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov.

BFIU seeks bank details
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political changeover on August 5, 2024.
The nine individuals led the banking 

industry as regulators during the AL 
regime.

In 2009, when the AL came to 
power, the government appointed 
Atiur Rahman as the BB governor, a 
period that coincided with the onset of 
political influence and irregularities in 
the banking sector.

During his tenure, new banks were 
given approvals and loan restructuring 
facilities were extended based on 
political decisions.

 Following the reserve heist in 2016, 
he stepped down.

He was replaced by former finance 
secretary Fazle Kabir.

During his tenure, one bank after 
another came under the control of 
new owners, who went on to indulge 
in largescale irregularities in their 
institutions, central bank reports 
showed.

During his tenure, the approval of 
new banks and the relaxation of loan 
policies were also used as strategies to 
conceal defaulted loans.

In 2022, another former finance 

secretary, Abdur Rouf Talukder, was 
appointed governor, and the previous 
trend continued.

Amid the tenures of the three 
governors, bad loans in the banking 
sector rose from Tk 22,481 crore to Tk 
345,000 crore, data showed.

However, stressed assets in the 
sector scaled past the Tk 600,000 
crore-mark.

Besides, deputy governors of the 
central bank served the purposes of 
politically affiliated business groups 
and businesspersons, as per industry 
people.

Forty people pushed into country: BGB
FROM PAGE 12

by air and bus before being pushed 
into Bangladesh by the BSF.

They claimed to be residents of 
various areas in Jashore, Satkhira, 
Narail, and Lalmonirhat districts, he 
added. 

Panchagarh Sadar Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Abdullah Hil 
Zaman said the detainees would be 
reunited with their families once 
their identities are verified.

In Thakurgaon, BGB detained 
eight people who were allegedly 
pushed in by the BSF through the 
Fakirganj border in Pirganj upazila. 
They were apprehended near border 
pillar 342, according to a press release 
issued by the BGB-42 Battalion in 
Dinajpur.

The detainees include one man, 
five women, and two children.

During questioning, they said 
that they had been living in India for 
several years. About 8-10 days ago, 
Mumbai police arrested them and 
brought them back to the border 
areas on Tuesday.

After verifying their citizenship, 
preparations are underway to hand 
them over to Pirganj Police Station 
in Thakurgaon. A flag meeting was 
held between BGB and BSF company 
commanders in this regard, the 
release added.

In Lalmonirhat, BGB detained nine 
people after BSF allegedly pushed 
them into Bangladesh through the 
Burimari border in Patgram upazila 
early yesterday.

They were detained from Mashirbari 
area of Patgram upazila, said Subedar 
Anjarul Haque, Commander of 
Dhabalsati Border Outpost (BOP) Camp 
under BGB-61 Battalion in Rangpur.

The detainees include four men, 
three women and two children, he 
said.

They went to India illegally around 
10 years ago for work. Recently, they 
were detained by Indian police in 
Gujarat state and later sent back to 
Bangladesh through BSF, he added.

“The detainees are currently 
in police custody. Their identities 
and addresses are being verified. 
Necessary legal measures will be 
taken upon investigation,” said 
Mizanur Rahman, OC of Patgram 
Police Station.

Trials begin in 3 cases against Hasina, family
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The court then heard ACC Assistant 
Director Afnan Jannat Keya in 
another graft case against 18 people, 
including Hasina, Azmina, and Tulip, 
from 12:45pm to 1:40pm. In the third 
case against 18 accused, including 
Hasina, Radwan, and Tulip, ACC 
Assistant Director SM Rashadul Islam 
testified from 1:45pm to 2:25pm.

Court sources said that as all the 
accused have been declared fugitives, 
there was no scope for defence lawyers 
to appear on their behalf, they said. 

According to the ACC, Hasina, in 
collusion with senior Rajuk officials, 
unlawfully obtained six 10-katha plots 
in Purbachal’s Sector 27 diplomatic 
zone for herself, her son Sajeeb Wazed 
Joy, daughter Saima Wazed Putul, 
sister Rehana, and Rehana’s children 
Bobby and Azmina. 

The ACC also alleged that Tulip, 
though she did not receive a plot, 
used her influence to secure plots for 
Rehana, Bobby, and Azmina.

On August 11, Salahuddin, Keya, 
and Rashadul testified in three 

other graft cases against 23 accused, 
including Hasina, Joy, and Putul.

The ACC filed six charge sheets 
with the Metropolitan Senior Special 
Judge’s Court on March 25, naming 
Hasina as a common accused in all. 
Arrest warrants were issued on April 
10, 13, and 15 against Hasina, her 
relatives, and others after the court 
took cognisance of the charges.

On July 1, the court ordered 
gazette notifications summoning 
29 accused to appear. Charges were 
framed against them on July 31.

Trump begins DC takeover
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specifics on the locations they will 
be patrolling, according to an official 
who spoke on condition of anonymity 
for the same reason.

Mayor Muriel Bowser pledged to 
work alongside the federal officials 
Trump has tasked with overseeing the 
city’s law enforcement, while insisting 
the police chief remained in charge of 

the department and its officers.
“How we got here or what we think 

about the circumstances — right now we 
have more police, and we want to make 
sure we use them,” she told reporters.

The tone was a shift from the day 
before, when Bowser said Trump’s plan 
to take over the Metropolitan Police 
Department and call in the National 

Guard was not a productive step and 
argued his perceived state of emergency 
simply doesn’t match the declining 
crime numbers. 

Still, the law gives the federal 
government more sway over the capital 
city than in US states, and Bowser said 
her administration’s ability to push 
back is limited.

‘Use firearms in self-defence’
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Md Amirul Islam, deputy 
commissioner of CMP’s Bandar Zone, 
told The Daily Star that a CT scan on 
the injured officer showed there is no 
brain injury, but doctors kept him 
under observation because the wound 
is close to the bone. 

Police officials said they became 
hesitant to carry firearms after the 
July uprising. Many were targeted in 
deadly violence amid public anger 
over the law enforcers’ brutal response 
to the protests that toppled the AL 
government.

After the attack during the raid, 
Commissioner Hasib Aziz ordered 
CMP officers to carry firearms as 
authorised before August 5, 2024, a 
move confirmed by at least five officers 
across various police stations.

In his wireless directive, Hasib Aziz 
said no patrol, mobile, DB, or check-
post teams will go out without firearms 
and live ammunition because “rubber 
bullets alone are not working”. 

Police sources said the two 
constables accompanying SI Rana were 
carrying shotguns but did not fire.

The commissioner’s order has 

drawn mixed reactions. At least five 
officers, speaking anonymously, said 
many remain traumatised. 

“In raids, there is always the risk of 
being attacked by mobs or groups. 
Even with the order to carry firearms, 
operational decisions depend heavily 
on the ground situation,” one officer 
said. 

“No one wants unintended deaths. 
Moreover, if we open fire, the shooter 
often faces lengthy legal inquiries 
afterward,” he added.

When contacted, CMP 
Commissioner Hasib Aziz said, 
“Sections 96 to 106 of the Penal 
Code specify what police can do in 
self-defence. This was exactly such a 
situation. They could have severed my 
officer’s head from his body. Allah 
saved him. My force will do whatever 
is necessary in self-defence under the 
Penal Code. No one will just sit and wait 
to be attacked.”

He added, “The two constables 
with the injured officer just stood 
there watching. They could have 
been attacked as well. I have ordered 
departmental action against them for 
not opening fire at that time.”

‘We reject such sweeping statements’
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They also said the media “acted like the 
mouthpiece of intelligence agencies, as 
it did during Sheikh Hasina’s autocratic 
rule”.

In response, the Editors’ Council said 
editors and journalists were subjected 
to various forms of persecution, 
harassment and repression during the 
15 years of Awami League rule.

“During the uprising, the media 

courageously brought to the public 
crucial reports on killings and human 
rights violations by state forces, 
internet blackouts and other critical 
issues.”

It added that most print media 
fearlessly presented facts and played a 
key role in shaping public opinion in 
favour of the uprising, often working 
under considerable threats and 
intimidation.

“Even in the post-uprising period, 
under the interim government led by Dr 
Muhammad Yunus, most print media 
have continued to play a constructive 
role in building a democratic state, 
upholding the aspirations of the July 
uprising, and bringing the government’s 
shortcomings before the public.”

The council urged all, including 
Jatiya Juboshakti, to make statements 
that are based on facts.
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