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Teachers will return home 
only after achieving this 
demand,” said Delwar 
Hossain Azizi, member 
secretary of the alliance.

He said during a 22-day 
protest earlier this year, the 
government had promised 
house rent, medical, full 
festival, and entertainment 
allowances at government 
rates.

Although the festival 
allowance was raised from 
25 to 50 percent, no gazette 
has been issued for the other 
benefits. If a gazette is not 
issued by September 13 for at 
least a 20 percent house rent 
increase and concrete steps 
towards nationalisation, 
they will go ahead with 
the announced protest 
programmes.

Earlier in the day, 
thousands of teachers from 
across the country joined the 
“Teachers’ Rally and March 
Towards Secretariat” in 
Dhaka. By 9:00am, the area 
in front of the Jatiya Press 
Club was packed, blocking 
one side of the road and 
forcing traffic diversions.

Security was tightened in 
and around the venue and 
the Secretariat.

At 12:30pm, the teachers 
began marching towards 
the Secretariat but were 
stopped by police near the 
High Court. A 10-member 
delegation was then taken 
to the ministry for talks with 
the education adviser, the 
secretary of the Secondary 
and Higher Education 
Division, and other officials.

Mizanur Rahman, a 
madrasa teacher from 
Cumilla, said, “We work 
as hard as teachers in 
government institutions, but 
we face discrimination. We 
get only Tk 1,000 as house 
rent, while government 
teachers get 45 percent 
of their basic salary. Is it 
possible to rent a house with 
Tk 1,000 nowadays? We 
came to Dhaka to realise our 
logical demands.”

The alliance said their 
2018 movement had 
resulted in a 5 percent 
annual increment and a 20 
percent Pahela Baishakh 
allowance, along with a 
promise of nationalisation -- 
which has yet to be fulfilled.

They added that although 
the current budget has 
allocations for allowances, 
no gazette has been issued.
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KM HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

A 20-kilometre stretch along the Pirojpur–
Nazirpur–Gopalganj road is so narrow 
that vehicles face severe difficulties 
navigating it. The stretch is too 
tight to allow two fast-moving 
vehicles to pass each other 
simultaneously.

According to drivers 
familiar with the route, the 
road becomes noticeably 
narrower from Sikdermollic 
village in Pirojpur Sadar upazila 
and remains so until Matibhanga 
village in Pirojpur’s Nazirpur upazila. 
Every day, over 1,000 Dhaka-bound vehicles 
use this route.

The situation is worsened by damage in 
several spots along the road.

“We have to pass through the narrow road 
at great risk, especially when vehicles 

approach from the opposite 
direction,” said Ariful Islam, a 

driver of a Dhaka-bound bus.
Another driver, Raju 

Khan, said, “A huge number 
of locally motorised vehicles 
also use this road, and they 

often ignore basic traffic 
rules, which frequently causes 

accidents.”
Locals said the route has been in 

poor condition for a long time, but no 
measures have been taken to improve it.

PIROJPUR-GOPALGANJ

Narrow, damaged road 
puts traffic at risk
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Apurba Lal Dey 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

Apurba Lal 
Dey, a senior 
lawyer and 
father of 
Arun Bikash 
Dey, staff 
reporter of 
The Daily Star’s Chattogram 
Bureau, passed away 
yesterday afternoon. He 
was 80.

He breathed his last at 
Chattogram Medical College 
Hospital around 4:00pm 
due to old-age complications 
and other health issues, said 
family sources.

He is survived by 
one son, one daughter, 
grandchildren, and a host of 
relatives and well-wishers.

He was cremated last 
night at his ancestral village 
in Bhatikhain under Patiya 
upazila of Chattogram.
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Flood threat looms 

over the north
Chars, villages inundated as rivers swell

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

At least 140 chars (river islands) 
and villages on riverbanks across 
33 unions in 13 upazilas of 
Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, Rangpur, 
Gaibandha and Nilphamari have 
inundated as the Teesta is flowing 
above the danger level, according to 
the Water Development Board.

The Dudhkumar and Dharla 
rivers are also rising rapidly, though 
still flowing below danger levels, the 

Water Development Board (WDB) 
said.

Around 9:00am yesterday, the 
water level at the Teesta Barrage 
point in Hatibandha upazila of 
Lalmonirhat was recorded at 52.22 
metres, seven centimetres above 
the danger mark.

At the same time, the 
Brahmaputra was at 22.17 metres -- 
1.08 metres below the danger level 

-- at Chilmari. The Dudhkumar 
measured 29.08 metres, 52 
centimetres below the danger level, 
at Pateshwari point in Nageshwari, 
while the Dharla stood at 26.19 
metres, 86 centimetres below the 
danger mark, at Bridge Point in 
Kurigram Sadar.

WDB Executive Engineer Amitav 
Chowdhury at Dalia in Nilphamari 
said all 44 gates of the Teesta 
Barrage remained open since 
yesterday morning. He warned 
that water levels may rise further as 
upstream flows continue.

Lalmonirhat WDB Executive 
Engineer Shunil Kumar said low-
lying areas and chars have already 
been inundated. “The situation is 

under control for now, but if heavy 
rainfall and runoff persist, it could 
become severe in the next two to 
three days.”

Kurigram WDB Executive 
Engineer Rakibul Hasan said 
water levels in the Brahmaputra, 
Dudhkumar and Dharla rivers have 
risen by 40 to 45 centimetres in the 
12 hours to 6:00am yesterday.

Mozmul Haque, a farmer from 
Char Gokunda in Lalmonirhat 
Sadar, said water entered every 
home in the village in the morning, 
forcing many to take shelter on 
roads. “Aman paddy fields have 
been submerged. If water keeps 
rising, it will be a devastating flood.”
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Mob violence a threat
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the statement reads.
The forum said these 

legal obligations were clearly 
violated in the Rangpur 
incident.

According to data 
from the human rights 
organisation Ain o Salish 
Kendra (ASK), at least 114 
people have been killed in 
mob beatings across the 
country between January 1 
and August 12 this year.

Bangladesh is a signatory 
to the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR) 
and the International 
Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights (ICCPR), 
both of which guarantee 
the right to life, the right 
to justice, equal protection 
of law, and the state’s 
obligation to ensure citizens’ 
safety.

The HRFB said these 
incidents constitute not 
only violations of domestic 
laws but also of Bangladesh’s 
international human rights 
obligations.  The forum 
warned that if such incidents 
are not immediately 
prevented, citizens’ safety, 
judicial independence, and 
the rule of law will face 
extreme threats.
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