Itis something I could not even
DHAKA WEDNESDAY AUGUST 13, 2025, SRABAN 29, 1432 BS dream as a kid. I wanted to play

in the Premier League but I could
never imagine to win it. Pictures
that will be shown forever. It

is a remarkable achievement

for a small guy that came from
Gondomar, where I had this dream.

Former Liverpool forward Diogo Jota said in a documentary
just weeks before his death

“I¢’s often debated what
the best fitness test is.
I prefer the time trial

Maruftul laments
Abahanrt’s lack

because iU’s simple
and doesn’t
require any ' of depth
equipment. / ‘s
You can do SPORTS REPORTER
it any“:her ¢ [ Abahani’s hopes of advancing beyond the
—acricket | preliminary round of the AFC Challenge League
ground or -— Iv;/ere ) da]fhed af;ler the six—f}imed B;rgglgdfesl;
. remier League champions suffered a cfea
an athletics to Muras United at the National Stadium in Dhaka
track. We on Tuesday.
don’t get an Forward Atai Dzhumashev scored both goals

in the second half to take the Kyrgyzstan outfit
into the group stage of Asia’s third-tier club
competition in their debut appearance, while
Abahani were eliminated from the preliminary
round for the third time since reaching the inter-

off-season like many
Western teams, SO
when we get a break,
we focus on testing and

improving fitness. 'm g é(())rllgl semifinal of the now-defunct AFC Cup in

L] ! .
really pleased Wlth- the Yy E Maruful Haque’s charges held their formidable
progress, esp eCIa“y J ) opponents -- bolstered by five Ukrainian
from the younger group. o | & footballers in the starting eleven — to a goalless
They’re committed to = i ] : 5 draw in the first half. The Dhanmondi outfit
improving — not just . —siosren - e X oo § successfully neutralised Muras United’s natural

o wing play and created a couple of opportunities
as cricketer S, but as on the counter-attack but failed to convert those

PUSHING THE LIMITS

Nathan Kiely, Bangladesh national

e oo Najmul Hossain Shanto, Soumya Sarkar, Taskin Ahmed and Mohammad Saifuddin power through a strength drill under strength

Mirpur. and conditioning coach Nathan Kiely during an intense fitness session at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium, Mirpur yesterday.

NCL teams (o Will BCB’s vagueness around

after fitness test Mirpur wickets change?

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) ABDULLAH AL MEHDI wicket.s prepared for thf: Pakistan series.

will finalise the eight teams It is, however, widely known that

for the upcoming National Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) has during Chandika Hathurusingha'’s tenure,

Cricket League (NCL) T20 once again brought back Australia’s Tony Bangladesh often relied on such wickets to

and the subsequent four day Hemming -- this time as the head of turf secure favourable results.

tournament following a (wo- management, after previously hiring him Several explanations have been given | - )

day fitness test on September as a curator. for Mirpur’s poor surfaces: overuse due - N‘ oy -

4-5, This decision has generated to too many matches at the same venue, T P
Divisional teams have already considerable buzz, largely because of his unfavourable weather conditions, and ~ — e

submitted separate lists of 30 elevated role. Hemming now outranks Sri insufficient preparation time.

players cach. Lanka’s Gamini De Silva, who has served With Hemming's return, BCB signalled Three minutes into the second half, Muras
After  the  assessments, as the head curator of the Sher-e-Bangla that it lacked confidence in Gamini’s broke the deadlock with a precise header from

selectors will finalise squads of National Cricket Stadium in Mirpur since ability to implement necessary changes Dzhumashev on a well measured cross from

15 players per team, with four to 2010. alone, effectively placing the blame solely Ukrainian full back Andriy Batsula. Dzhumashev

five like-for-like players kept as For much of the past decade, the on the Sri Lankan curator. then sealed the victory in stoppage time,

standbys. ) Mirpur surface has been under scrutiny The reasoning remains unclear. For dispossessing ~ defender Kamrul Islam  before
“Before the fitness test, for the wrong reasons, with Gamini’s work years, the board showed little urgency calmly finishing.

players will undergo training questioned repeatedly. even after repeated complaints about the Speaking at the post-match press conference,

under BCB fitness trainers.
Alongside fitness, they will
also work on their skills,” a
BCB official told The Daily Star
yesterday.

“Initially, teams will only be

surfaces, while Gamini himself believed he Maruful attributed the defeat to a lack of squad
was simply following instructions. depth and believed the outcome could have been
It finally dawned on BCB that different had they fielded more foreign players in
key positions.
“I want to congratulate Muras United, who
deserved the victory,” said Maruful.

“It’s not like Gamini did not try, but
maybe he had limitations which he could
not overcome,” BCB director Nazmul
Abedeen Fahim said during a press
conference following Saturday’s board

transition to sporting wickets must be
made, with BCB director Faheem saying

formed for the T20 competition. mese(t)ln%;/ hv has the board onlv now lt;g;lilrslicnmmmgs work i Pakistan was “I focused more on the players’ mentality than
The four-day squads will be K ’ ) d) d  Gamini’ li 3 i p In r)gfitf Pakistan’s  wickets have fitness because our boys tend to get frustrated too
announced later,” the official acknowledge dminis - umiations, CAllty, Taxistan s WICKCLS have easily. Besides, our squad lacks depth -- you saw

to adjust to the low bounce on practice
wickets adjacent to the indoor facility. The
academy wickets -- intended for use during

despite Mirpur being one of the most
criticised venues for many years?

generally been flat, offering runs for

added, noting that the fitness batters but lacking the balance that true

test will take place in Dhaka.

our substitutions. Kamrul (Islam) was supposed to
be replaced much earlier, but we simply don’t have

- . . Poor bounce in Mirpur has been a . sporting tracks provide. , ; et 11
OnT{lgC BS]EC I(S)[St]l)l}lair;del\igig recurring complaint, especially since e monsoon — were underprepared in Given the long-standing vagueness ap ﬁgﬂl‘giplicff?;ﬁéjoawén'C?)r&(lidthhaat\;oséllajge a
. ; ; 2016. Yet it appears that the BCB has only ~ ecent months. over what Mirpur wickets should be ; ; o : : ;

players, who will feature in the -app ! ! y These issues prompted new BCB 1at p lekets ’ difference if we had a dynamic foreign midfielder
NCL T20 starting September recently prioritised reforming the wickets, 'd‘ A - lpI 1 b . 7 responsibility for the situation should be who could distribute the ball effectively. Also,
14, as the side will be replaced after significant damage had already been ~ PTeS! Cnﬁ ~Amunut s ar}? to limcr"l‘fnc shared. Yet, the BCB seems eager to praise a foreign winger would likely not have made the
by Mymensingh Division in the done. personafly, Inspecting the wickets allerjiself for Hemming's appointment. same errors that Ibrahim did in the first half.”
longer-version tournament. Mirpur has hosted 66 T20Is so far. hearing pl.ayers concerns. . If theboard’smindset on theimportance Reflecting on the tactical execution, Maruful

There hasbeen discussion on Between 2011 and 2015, the average T201 ~ There is reason to believe Gamini's  of quality wickets has genuinely shifted, it added, “We followed our game plan in both halves,
whether Dhaka Metro players score there was 142.5. Since 2016, that explanatllon.s for the poor Sgrfaces were  will be reflected in Hemming'’s work over However, Al Amin couldn’t stop the goal scoring
will represent Mymensingh average has dropped to 130. Despite this ~less convincing this time, particularly after  (he coming months. cross in the second half because of his excessive
in the fourday competition, decline, Gamini, who has been with BCB last month’s home series against Pakistan. The BCB president told this newspaper running in the first half. The right back was
scheduled to start in mid- since 2010, did not feel the board’s ire. Interestingly, media reports have often  that a variety of wickets is essential for tasked with blocking the outside, while Al Amin
October. However, according Given that the venue hosts most of suggested thatthe national team preferred  better preparation, and that surfaces was supposed to cover the inside. Unfortunately,
to the official, the decision will the national team’s matches, the Mirpur lower and slower wickets -~ especially should be built around a clear plan. What he couldn’t stop the cross, which led to the goal.”
be made once BCB president wickets have often been cited as a reason against  non-subcontinental ~ teams. thatplan cannotbeisreplicating Pakistan- “Muras United struggled to deliver effective
Aminul Islam returns from for batters’ poor performances in ICC and However, in a recent press conference, style pitches -- doing so would only prove crosses throughout the match - except for that
Australia next week. other multinational tournaments. BCB directors claimed that neither the that the BCB holds a very different idea of one which eventually made the difference,”

Bats have broken due to players trying coach nor the players wanted the kind of what “sporting wickets” truly mean. Maruful concluded.
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-- the second-fastest
ton by a South Africa
batter -- just shy

of David Miller’s
35-ball ton against
Bangladesh in 2017.
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o bkt chotbiaod allou e d i it ppbercb b f‘f""" South Africa batter Dewald Brevis lit up Darwin with his maiden T20I century which set up a series-levelling 53-
aincad) run win for the Proteas in the second T20I of the three-match series against Australia. His knock rescued South
P DI A0 Africa from a shaky 57-3 to a dominant 218-7 before three wickets apiece from Kwena Maphaka and Corbin
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Bosch helped bundle out the hosts to 165 in 17.4 overs. PHOTO: AFP




