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BNP leader files 
defamation case 
against Sarjis
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Gazipur

A local BNP leader yesterday 
filed a defamation case 
against Sarjis Alam, chief 
organiser (northern region) 
of National Citizen Party 
(NCP), over “propaganda 
implicating BNP” in the 
murder of journalist 
Asaduzzaman Tuhin. 

Gazipur city’s Basan 
thana BNP President Tanvir 
Siraj filed the case with a 
magistrate’s court seeking 
compensation for defaming 
BNP.

Tanvir said Judge Alamgir 
Al Mamun took cognisance 
of the charges and asked 
the Criminal Investigation 
Department to probe the case.

According to the 
case, the BNP leader said 
journalist Tuhin was killed 
while recording a video of a 
criminal gang.

However, Sarjis, without 
knowing the facts, has been 
spreading propaganda 
on Facebook, implicating 
BNP in the murder, which 
has tarnished the party’s 
image, he alleged.

BALASHPUR IN MYMENSINGH

No relief from seasonal 
waterlogging

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Seasonal waterlogging, under-
construction roads and drainage 
work have made life miserable 
for some 2,000 families in 
Mymensingh city’s Balashpur 
Madhyapara area.

The seasonal menace lasts 
around five months annually.

Mymensingh City Corporation 
(MCC) claims it is building new 
drains and repairing old ones across 
the city to address waterlogging.

However, there has been no 
visible improvement in the most 
affected Balashpur Madhyapara 
area.

During a visit to the area, locals 
said waterlogging has persisted for 
over 20 years, with the situation 
worsening in the past decade.

“The menace is becoming more 
severe every season, increasing our 
suffering. We have been reeling 
under serious waterlogging since 
last month as rainwater cannot 
drain away even after a moderate 

shower,” said Reazul Hossain Rifat, 
a final-year degree student.

Abdur Rahman, a vegetable 
vendor, said the problem has 
plagued them for five months a 
year over the past 10 years, with the 
situation deteriorating annually.

Jahan Begum, a homemaker, 
said she has faced waterlogging 
for months each year since moving 
there two years ago.

Locals said from May to 
September, thousands of residents 
suffer debilitating waterlogging. 
After every spell of rain, the area 
remains flooded with ankle- to 

knee-deep water for days, with 
bathrooms, toilets and kitchens 
inundated.

Previously, the area’s water 
drained into the neighbouring 
Kewatkhali Railway Power House 
Colony’s drainage system, which 
flows into the Brahmaputra. Over 
time, blockages have developed, 
but the drains were not cleaned 
properly, worsening the problem.

Contacted, MCC Chief Engineer 
Md Rafiqul Islam Miah said a Tk 10 
crore package had been taken up to 
construct a cross culvert and drains 
to pump out rainwater from the 
low-lying area.

The work was scheduled for 
completion in October last year 
but was cancelled four months ago 
after the assigned contractors left 
following the July uprising, he said.

A new tender has been prepared, 
and the work in Balashpur 
Madhyapara will be completed on 
a priority basis, with the drains 
connected to Kewatkhali using 
proper designs, the engineer added.

Compensation
FROM PAGE 3

Protesters chanted, 
“Coaching or education? 
Education, education,” and 
“All the flowers burnt -- 
why? We want answers, we 
want justice.”

At least 34 people, 
mostly students, died when 
the training jet crashed on 
the school.

Leon Mir, uncle of third 
grader Fatema Akter, said, 
“We lost our children but 
the government has not 
communicated with us. 
The school authorities 
contact us only to protect 
the school. The school 
authorities ask us ‘is justice 
truly attainable in this 
country?’ Then what is 
the point of demanding 
justice?”

“Our children died; 
won’t we seek justice? Our 
children came to school to 
study and were supposed 
to return home safely... Of 
course, the government 
and the school authorities 
are liable,” he said.

Leon demanded, “If the 
runway remains where it is, 
the school must be moved. 
If the school remains, the 
runway must be moved.” 

He alleged the school 
was gathering detailed 
personal data from victims’ 
families, asking, “Why are 
they collecting this? Are 
they threatening us?”

Rina Akter, mother 
of Saima Akter, said she 
saw her daughter burning 
inside the room. “I did not 
want to send my daughter 
to coaching. She said that 
if I didn’t, the miss would 
not be nice to her. Why 
has education turned into 
business? This coaching 
ruined my daughter’s life.”

Guardians demanded 
Tk 2 crore compensation 
per deceased child, Tk 1 
crore per injured, removal 
of the headmistress within 
72 hours, release of CCTV 
footage, and relocation of 
jet training to unpopulated 
areas.

College Principal 
Mohammad Ziaul Alam 
acknowledged guardians 
had signed letters 
supporting the school 
but denied threats or 
mistreatment. He said 
“make-up classes” occur 
only on request and the 
relocation decision rests 
with the government.

Aviation stakeholders 
oppose move to 
scrap GSA provision
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Aviation stakeholders strongly oppose the 
government’s move to scrap the rule requiring foreign 
airlines to appoint local General Sales Agents (GSA).

They warned that such a step would undermine 
regulatory oversight, compromise transparency, and 
hurt both employment and revenue generation.

According to industry estimates, the government 
risks losing more than Tk 100 crore in direct annual 
revenue and facing an additional outward foreign 
exchange flow of over Tk 500 crore if the provision is 
withdrawn.

The reaction comes as Civil Aviation and Tourism 
Adviser SK Bashir has called an inter-ministerial 
meeting yesterday to review the The Civil Aviation Act, 
2017, which made it compulsory for foreign airlines 
operating in Bangladesh to appoint GSAs.

Industry insiders and members of the newly formed 
GSA Forum said the provision ensures accountability 
for foreign carriers and enables the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB) to monitor their 
operations effectively.

“Revising this law would dismantle a vital oversight 
mechanism, allowing foreign airlines to operate 
without local accountability,” said KM Mozibul Hoque, 

SEE PAGE 9 COL 2

Begum Sitara 
Chowdhury 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Begum Sitara Chowdhury, 
wife of late Justice 
AFM Abdur Rahman 
Chowdhury, passed away on 
August 6 at Square Hospital 
in Dhaka. She was 88.

She is survived by two 
sons, two daughters and 
10 grandchildren, said 
a Supreme Court press 
release.

In 1955, she married 
AFM Abdur Rahman 
Chowdhury, the eldest 
son of Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Latif Chowdhury, 
Zamindar of Ulania, 
Barishal.

Begum Sitara earned 
her BA from BM College, 
Barishal.

As a socially conscious 
citizen, Begum Sitara 
authored “Shomoyer 
Kotha” (Time’s Story), 
which serves as a call to 
establish integrity, justice, 
and compassion in society.
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ICT-1 rejects ZI Khan
FROM PAGE 3

as he was occupied at the 
High Court. She conveyed 
his wish to be appointed as 
Hasina’s counsel.

Tribunal member 
Justice Md Shofiul Alam 
Mahmood said, “ZI Khan 
Panna is a senior lawyer. He 
knows the procedure. How 
can he be appointed? What 
is his interest?” 

He said the tribunal 
had already appointed a 
state defence lawyer since 
Hasina failed to appear 
before the court.

Justice Shofiul also 
said Panna should have 
appeared when the defence 
counsel was appointed 
rather than seeking 
involvement later. “It is like 
asking the station master 
to put you on the train after 
it has left,” he observed.

Nazneen then stated 
that Panna wished to assist 
the appointed state defence 
counsel, Md Amir Hossain, 
in defending Hasina.

The tribunal chair 
rejected the request, noting 
that the state defence 
lawyer had already been 
appointed and that Panna 
could be considered for 
another case.

Contacted, ZI Khan 

Panna said he did not want 
to be appointed as the 
state defence counsel for 
Sheikh Hasina; instead, he 
wished to offer his services 
free of charge. “I will not 
accept any payment, even if 
offered,” he said.

He said he was at least 
willing to assist the state-
appointed defence counsel 
for Hasina. “I don’t know 
if I could save the accused 
if appointed, but I would 
certainly try.”

Responding to the 
remark that “the train has 
left the station”, he said, 
“Why only one? There 
can be ten state defence 
lawyers.”

In this regard, Prosecutor 
Gazi Monawar Hossain 
Tamim said the application 
was not rejected but is 
invalid legally, as ZI Khan 
Panna is not a party to the 
case and has no right to file 
a petition. 

“Officially, such an 
application cannot be 
made. Moreover, after five 
witnesses have testified, 
no state defence can be 
provided. It is a universal 
legal principle that a 
fugitive accused will not 
receive legal protection,” he 
added. 


