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Migrants saved 
from refrigerated 
lorry in France
AFP, Lille

French medics had to treat Eritrean migrants 
hidden in a UK-bound refrigerated lorry for 
hypothermia Saturday, after the driver heard their 
cries for help, officials told AFP.

The driver heard the group of 15 stowed away 
in his lorry while at a motorway rest stop, said a 
senior official with the Pas-de-Calais prefecture in 
northern France. 

“Their state of hypothermia suggests that they 
had been there for several hours,” said Christian 
Vedelago, head of the local prefect’s office.

Four of the migrants had to be hospitalised and 
another four were declared minors and handed 
over to the care of an association, he added. The 
group also included one woman. Several of those 
rescued had already received official orders telling 
them to leave France.

The Moroccan lorry driver, who was 
transporting frozen vegetables, was not under 
investigation, said Vedelago. 

Despite extensive security checks, migrants still 
try to board lorries bound for England.

‘Self-amusement’
Chinese expert spurns India’s claims of 

downing Pakistani jets during May conflict
DAWN ONLINE

China’s former defence attache in South 
Asia Cheng Xizhong yesterday spurned 
India’s much-delayed claim that it 
had shot down six Pakistani aircraft 
during the May conflict, terming it “self-
amusement”.

Having faced international coverage 
of its own craft being downed by 
Pakistan and scathing criticism from 
the opposition, India’s Air Chief Marshal 
Amar Preet Singh — three months after 
the conflict — claimed on Saturday that 
his country had shot down five Pakistani 
fighter jets and one other military 
aircraft during those clashes.

While Pakistan had already denied 
that India downed any of its aircraft, 
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif swiftly 
rubbished Singh’s “belated assertions” 
on Saturday.

Commenting on the matter 

yesterday, Cheng said India’s allegations 
lacked strong evidence and have been 
“widely questioned by the international 
community, being considered 
groundless”, the Associated Press of 
Pakistan reported.

Singh’s remarks were “comical, 
implausible and unconvincing”. “We 
may call it self-amusement,” he said in 
a statement.

Pakistan said it downed six Indian 
planes during the conflict. India’s highest-
ranking general has also acknowledged 
that its forces suffered losses in the air, but 
denied losing six aircraft.

“The Indian side has not presented 
any evidence, such as photos of the 
wreckage of the fighter jets, radar 
monitoring data, etc, while the 
Pakistani side had previously presented 
a large amount of relevant evidence of 
shooting down the Indian fighter jets,” 
Cheng noted.

Russian 
strikes kill 5 
in Ukraine
Kyiv hits oil 
refinery in 
Saratov region

AFP, Kyiv

A new round of 
Moscow’s shelling and 
drone attacks killed 
five people in Ukraine 
yesterday, authorities 
said, while Kyiv hit an 
oil refinery in Russia’s 
Saratov region.

There was no 
reduction in hostilities 
on the frontline, 
even as the US and 
Russia agreed to hold 
a summit in a bid to 
resolve the conflict, 
which, so far doesn’t 
include Ukraine.

“Three people 
killed, one wounded in 
Zaporizhzhia region 
as a result of Russian 
shelling,” Ukraine’s 
police said, adding that 
two more civilians died 
in the Donetsk region.

Palestinians mourn over the shrouded bodies of loved ones killed the previous day while seeking aid near 
Zikim, at Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

“The end of 
the war must 
be fair, and I 
am grateful 
to everyone 
who stands 

with 
Ukraine…”

Zelensky thanks 
European leaders
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Over 600 pilgrims 
hospitalised in Iraq
AFP, Karbala

More than 600 pilgrims in Iraq were briefly 
hospitalised with respiratory problems after 
inhaling chlorine as the result of a leak at a water 
treatment station, authorities said yesterday.

The incident took place 
overnight on the route 

between the two Shia 
holy cities of Najaf and 

Karbala, located in the 
centre and south of Iraq 
respectively.

This year, several 
million Shia Muslim 

pilgrims are expected to 
make their way to Karbala, 

which houses the shrines 
of the revered Imam Hussein 

and his brother Abbas. There, 
they will mark the Arbaeen -- the 

40-day period of mourning during which Shias 
commemorate the death of Hussein, grandson of 
the Prophet Mohammed (pbuh).
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Iran threatens 
Trump-backed 
transit corridor
REUTERS, Dubai

Iran threatened on Saturday to block a corridor planned 
in the Caucasus under a regional deal sponsored by 
US President Donald Trump, Iranian media reported, 
raising a new question mark over a peace plan hailed as a 
strategically important shift.

A top Azerbaijani diplomat said earlier that the plan, 
announced by Trump on Friday, was just one step from a 
final peace deal between his country and Armenia, which 
reiterated its support for the plan. 

The proposed Trump Route for International Peace 
and Prosperity (TRIPP) would run across southern 
Armenia, giving 
Azerbaijan a direct 
route to its exclave of 
Nakhchivan and in 
turn to Turkey. 

The US would 
have exclusive 
development rights 
to the corridor, 
which the White 
House said would 
facilitate greater exports of energy and other resources. 
It was not immediately clear how Iran, which borders the 
area, would block it but the statement from Ali Akbar 
Velayati, top adviser to Iran’s supreme leader, raised 
questions over its security.

He said military exercises carried out in northwest 
Iran demonstrated the Islamic Republic’s readiness and 
determination to prevent any geopolitical changes.

“This corridor will not become a passage owned by 
Trump, but rather a graveyard for Trump’s mercenaries,” 
Velayati said. Iran’s foreign ministry earlier welcomed the 
agreement “as an important step toward lasting regional 
peace”, but warned against any foreign intervention near 
its borders that could “undermine the region’s security 
and lasting stability”.

Analysts and insiders say that Iran, under mounting US 
pressure over its disputed nuclear programme, lacks the 
military power to block the corridor.


