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HC halts leasing of 
9 sand quarries in 
Cox’s Bazar forests
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday stayed leasing activities of nine 
Balu Mahals (sand quarries) located in and near reserved 
and protected forests of Cox’s Bazar.

In response to a petition, the court also ordered 
the chief conservator of forests, Cox’s Bazar deputy 
commissioner, superintendent of police, and divisional 
forest officers concerned to immediately stop sand 
extraction from these areas.

The nine sand quarries are Khutakhali-1 at Chakaria 
upazila, Dholirchhara and Panirchhara canal at Ramu 
upazila, Balukhali-1, Uyalapalong, Dochari, and Hijlia at 
Ukhia upazila, and Dhoyangarchar and Kumariarchhara 
at Rajapalong mouja.The officials have been directed to 
prepare a list of leaseholders and others involved in sand 
extraction from the said forest areas, assess the damage 
caused by sand extraction from the quarries, and submit 
a report to this court within three months.

The HC also issued a rule asking the government to 
explain why its action in listing these sand quarries for lease 
should not be declared illegal and against public interest.

The HC bench of Justice Kazi Zinat Hoque and Justice 
Aynun Nahar Siddiqua issued the order and rule following 
a petition filed by the Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 
Association.

Complaint
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Mirpur; Md Shahid Alam, 
then officer-in-charge of 
Rupnagar Police Station; 
and several unidentified 
police personnel of the 
same police station.

According to the 
complaint, on September 
2, 2016, around 10:00pm, 
the accused blindfolded 
Jebun Nahar and her two 
daughters, and took them 
to an unknown location 
where they were detained.

She said the next day, 
during interrogation, she 
was told, “You and your 
husband are militants. If 
you do not confess, you will 
be sent to your husband.”

The complaint further 
alleged that after Jahidul’s 
murder, she and her 
daughters were kept at 
DB’s “Aynaghar” for four 
months and seven days, 
during which they were 
subjected to physical 
and mental torture -- to 
make her confess that her 
husband was a militant.

She claimed that when 
she made no confession, 
the accused took her elder 
daughter and staged a 
“militant drama” at a house 
in Azimpur, sending the girl 
to a juvenile victim centre. 

Jebun Nahar also alleged 
that she spent four years in 
jail before being released 
on bail, which was later 
cancelled in 2019. She was 
re-arrested and taken back 
to jail until her release on 
August 31, 2024, following 
the fall of the Awami 
League government.

The then police claimed 
the deceased was Murad 
alias Jahangir Alam alias 
Omar; fellow militants 
would call him “Major 
Shaheb”.

As the military 
commander of “Neo JMB”, 
he gave arms training to 
the Holey Artisan and 
Sholakia attackers, police 
also claimed. 

ICT accepts
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Prosecutor Gazi Monawar 
Hossain Tamim told the 
tribunal that after a high-
level meeting, chaired by 
then prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina, were it was decided 
to “shoot on sight”, then 
inspector general of police 
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-
Mamun ordered his force 
to use deadly weapons.

Habibur allegedly 
relayed this order via 
wireless to target peaceful 
quota reform protesters, 
personally visiting 
Shahbagh Police Station to 
reinforce the directive.

Following his orders, 
led by ADC Rashedul, OC 
Mashiur, SI Tariqul, and 
ASI Chanchal allegedly 
opened fire on the victims. 
The prosecution claimed 
Habibur later rewarded OC 
Mashiur with Tk 1 lakh for 
the killings.

Dengue death toll hits 101
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Dr Ahsan recommended 
immediate hospitalisation 
for anyone showing 
these signs, and early 
admission for vulnerable 
groups such as the elderly, 
pregnant women and those 
with underlying health 
conditions.

On the high death 
toll in Dhaka south, Dr 
Ahsan explained that 
many critically ill patients 
are referred from outside 
Dhaka to major city 
hospitals. “They often 
arrive in critical condition 
-- infected elsewhere but 
dying in Dhaka hospitals,” 
he said.

Travel delays are a key 
factor. “It can take five to 
six hours to reach a Dhaka 
hospital from Barishal or 

other distant districts, plus 
more time for admission. 
If a patient is already in 
shock, these delays can be 
fatal.”

He urged district 
hospitals to follow 
national dengue 
treatment guidelines and 
treat patients locally, 
referring only those in 
critical condition after 
stabilisation.

Public health expert 
Dr Mushtaq Hussain 
noted that while rural 
areas have a structured 
healthcare network -- 
community clinics, union 
health centres, upazila 
complexes and district 
hospitals -- Dhaka lacks 
such a system.

As a result, many low-
income residents seek care 

only in advanced stages of 
illness. Limited access to 
affordable dengue testing 
also delays diagnosis.

Dr Hussain 
recommended reorganising 
dengue care into three 
levels -- primary, secondary 
and tertiary -- and 
strengthening primary 
healthcare, especially for 
low-income communities.

He also called for more 
blood collection centres 
and expanded secondary 
care services in Dhaka to 
reduce the load on medical 
college hospitals.

Verdict delivery on
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Hossain Rocky, on February 
8, 2014.

Police informers Sumon 
and Russell called the 
law enforcers after Jonny 
slapped Sumon for stalking 
and harassing women at 
the programme. Police then 
tortured the brothers at the 
police station, according to 
the case statement.

After Jonny fell sick the 
next day, he was admitted to 
a local clinic. Later, he was 
transferred to Suhrawardy 
hospital, where doctors 
declared him dead.

On August 8, 2014, Rocky 

filed the murder case with 
the Metropolitan Sessions 
Judge’s Court of Dhaka.

On September 9, 2020, 
a Dhaka court sentenced 
former SI Zahidur and former 
assistant SIs Qamruzzaman 
Mintu and Rashedul Islam 
of Pallabi Police Station 
to life imprisonment and 
sentenced police informers 
Sumon and Russell to seven 
years in jail.

Mintu is on the run, 
and Russell, who had been 
absconding during the 
delivery of the trial court’s 
judgement, surrendered to 
the lower court later.

Govt monitoring AL 
activities abroad
Says CA’s press secretary
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The interim government is closely monitoring the 
activities of Awami League, Chief Adviser’s Press 
Secretary Shafiqul Alam said yesterday, amid reports 
of the party opening an office in India’s Kolkata.

“You know their activities are banned in 
Bangladesh. Definitely, we are monitoring what 
they are doing from outside the country,” he said, 
responding to questions about the AL’s party 
office in Kolkata, which was recently reported by 
BBC Bangla.

The press secretary said they are looking into 
these activities to determine whether there is any 
intent to “create instability” in the country.

“We will be able to let you know if we gather 
concrete information,” Alam said during a media 
briefing at the Foreign Service Academy in the 
capital.

According to the BBC Bangla report, Awami 
League has set up a “party office” on the 8th floor 
of a complex on the outskirts of Kolkata.

Journo Mozammel 
Babu shown held in 
extortion case
COURT CORRESPONDENT

Mozammel Babu, managing director and editor-in-
chief of Ekattor TV, was shown arrested yesterday in 
an extortion case filed by a shareholder of Boishakhi 
TV with Banani Police Station in January.

Dhaka Additional Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate Md Ziadur Rahman passed the order.

Babu was brought to the court around 11:40am. 
He was wearing a helmet and a bulletproof vest.

On January 11, Chowdhury Md Humayun Kabir, 
a shareholder of Boishakhi Media Ltd, filed the case. 
According to the prosecution, it was alleged that 
during the military-backed caretaker government 
in 2007, a group led by Babu demanded Tk 10 
crore in extortion at the Boishakhi TV office. They 
took Tk 4,50,000 in cash. 

Babu was detained in Mymensingh while trying 
to cross the border into India on September 16 last 
year. Since then, he has been in jail.

Vendors have occupied the roads and sidewalks with heavy machinery and industrial pressure cylinders used 
in RMG factories, leaving little space for pedestrians to walk. The photo was taken recently in the Dholaikhal 
area of the capital. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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