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cases and deaths since 
June, according to the data.

In Rajshahi, the number 
of dengue cases was only 81 
with no deaths on June 1.

But the number rose 
sharply over the last 70 days, 
with the caseload reaching 
1,711 and four deaths 
reported as of yesterday.

Asked about the cause, 
Habibur Rahman, director 
(Rajshahi division) of DGHS, 
said the sharp rise in cases 
in the Chapainawabganj 
district is the main reason 
behind this.

According to DGHS data, 
Chapainawabganj recorded 
1,137 cases since January, 
which is 66 percent of the 
total Rajshahi caseload.

He said some areas like 
Nimtola and Masjidpara near 
Chapainawabganj District 
General Hospital have 
become dengue hotspots, 
contributing to the rise.

Lack of sufficient 
anti-mosquito drives, 
waterlogging, and high 
population density are the 
main causes behind the 
surge in dengue cases, he 
told The Daily Star last night.

“We are working with 
the local administration to 
bring the situation under 
control,” he added, noting 
that two of the first deaths 
in his division were from 
Chapainawabganj.

Meanwhile, Chattogram 
division recorded 769 cases 
and three deaths until June 
1 this year. Since then, the 
numbers have risen sharply 

to 3,423 cases and 16 deaths 
as of yesterday.

Asked about the rise, 
particularly in deaths, 
Chattogram Civil Surgeon 
Jahangir Alam said late 
hospital admissions 
have contributed to 
this. Additionally, many 
patients arrived with 
multiple complications.

In response to another 
question, he said the 
increase in the density of 
Aedes larvae, caused by 
various factors, is driving 
the rise in dengue cases. 

Both the city corporation 
and his office are working 
to improve the situation, 
he told this correspondent 
last night.

As for Khulna, the 
division had only 163 
dengue cases and two 
deaths until June 1.

However, by yesterday, 
the numbers increased to 
1,200 cases and four deaths.
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He said the uprising in 2024 
is being called a revolution, 
but it was merely the fall of 
a government.

“The real revolution is a 
social revolution, through 
which social ownership 
will be established and 
people will be liberated,” 
he said. “But Bangladesh 
has now become a colony 
of the rich. Colonial rulers 
loot and siphon off wealth 
-- this is what is currently 
happening in Bangladesh.”

With the fall of the 
previous government, it was 
believed that fascism had 
ended, but capitalist fascism 
has taken an extreme form, 
strengthening right-wing 
forces, he said.

Regarding the way 
forward, the educationist 
said, “We need to build a 
social revolution. Those 
who believe in socialism 
and social ownership must 
come together to form a 
united front. This united 
front will not be like the 
hollow front of 1954. It will 
be that of the leftists and it 
will be strong. Bangladesh’s 
future depends on this 
united front.”

He stressed that unity 
cannot be achieved alone 
or in isolation and must 
be built despite ideological 
differences.

He also condemned the 
recent display of pictures 
of Al-Badrs and Razakars 
at the TSC, as part of a 
photo exhibition, calling it a 
shocking incident.

“This attempt will 
become stronger if the 
leftists do not remain 
united,” he said, adding that 
those who politicise religion 
are also bourgeois and 
support private ownership.

“Therefore, those of us 
who want to bring social 
change must come together 
to form a united front,” he 
added.

Biman flight faces
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an Abu Dhabi-bound 
flight had to return after 
a toilet malfunction on 
Friday.

Last Wednesday, a 
Bangkok-bound flight 
returned mid-air because 
of unusual engine 
vibrations.

Due to such frequent 
technical problems on 
Biman flights, passengers 
have grown anxious and 
increasingly dissatisfied. 

They expressed 
concern about their safety 
because of these repeated 
incidents.

Sources say Biman’s 
Boeing 737 and Dash 8 
aircraft have recently been 
experiencing recurring 
technical faults.

Aviation experts believe 
these problems are caused 
by negligence in timely 
repairs and maintenance, 
as well as a shortage of 

skilled manpower.
As a result, flight 

schedules are disrupted 
and passenger confidence 
is rapidly declining.

Several senior Biman 
pilots told The Daily Star 
that if this continues, the 
airline’s reputation will 
suffer greatly. 

They have advised 
immediate action, 
modernisation of 
maintenance processes, 
and strict adherence to 
safety standards.

Yesterday, after the issue 
of BG-585, the flight’s 
captain apologised to 
passengers and assured 
them that all measures 
would be taken for a safe 
journey. 

However, passengers 
said assurances alone are 
not enough and called 
for practical solutions 
and consistent safety 
guarantees.

Land, rights, recognition
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He said the issues of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 
(CHT) could be resolved 
quickly if the government 
acted with generosity and 
sincerity. 

“We see one system 
of governance across 
Bangladesh and another 
in the hilly areas. Because 
of this, we are not safe to 
walk freely, are deprived 
of our right to education, 
and have endured a long 
history of oppression and 
exploitation,” he said.

Ushatan called for unity 
to protect indigenous 
existence, identity and 
rights, and to implement 
the CHT Peace Accord.

Also speaking at the 
event were Bangladesh 
Adivasi Forum (CHT region) 
President Prakriti Ranjan 
Chakma, former National 
Human Rights Commission 
member Nirupa Dewan, and 
educationist and cultural 
activist Shishir Kanti 
Chakma.

In Khagrachhari, the 
day was observed with 
the theme “Effective use 
of artificial intelligence in 
establishing the rights of 
indigenous peoples and 
building the future.”

A colourful procession, 
organised by the 

International Indigenous 
Day Celebration Committee, 
started from Mahajan 
Para Surjoshikha Club and 
ended at Khagrapur, with 
participants in traditional 
dress parading through the 
streets.

A discussion followed, 
during which speakers 
presented seven demands: 
signing the UN declaration 
on indigenous rights; 
constitutional recognition 
of indigenous peoples 
and inclusion of their 
history, culture and 
heritage in textbooks; full 
implementation of the 
CHT Accord; formation of 
a separate land commission 
for plains indigenous 
peoples; ensuring 
traditional and customary 
land rights in the CHT 
and plains; justice for rape 
victims in Khagrachhari 
and across the country; and 
the unconditional release 
of members of the Bawm 
community.

The discussion was 
chaired by Chathowai 
Mong Marma, president of 
the celebration committee. 
Distinguished social 
worker and indigenous 
leader Sudhakar Tripura 
was the chief guest, with 
Monotosh Tripura as 
moderator.

Late night
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victim died instantly at 
the spot while the other 
succumbed to injuries at 
the hospital.”

“The injured cousin 
is currently in critical 
condition and police have 
not been able to speak with 
him yet. The car was seized 
and sent for forensics,” 
Siddiq added.

Police said the divider 
near the Mohakhali flyover 
is poorly lit and without 
any paint, contributing to 
frequent accidents in the 
area.

Relatives rushed to the 
hospital after learning 
about the accident.

Shawkat’s wife 
Moushumi Karim said their 
home is in Hazaribagh’s 
Moneshwar first lane. 

Shawkat was employed 
at an insurance company, 
also involved with the 
tannery business, she said.

Rintu, also from 
Hazaribagh’s Moneshwar 
first lane, was living in 
Dhanmondi with his wife 
and children. The private 
car involved in the accident 
belonged to him.

Shawkat’s elder brother 
Sazzad Hossain Tapan 
said, “We don’t know the 
exact circumstances of the 
accident, but police told us 
the car hit the divider in the 
Banani area, causing the 
crash.”

DHAKA SUNDAY AUGUST 10, 2025 

SRABAN 26, 1432 BS        9
UTTARA JET CRASH

UK team arrives 
to provide 
advanced care 
to the injured
DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

A specialised UK 
Emergency Medical Team 
arrived in Bangladesh 
yesterday to provide 
advanced care to those 
injured in the tragic aircraft 
crash at Milestone School 
and College in Uttara’s 
Diabari area on July 21.

The nine-member 
team comprises highly 
experienced clinical 
professionals, including 
infectious disease specialists, 
intensive care doctors, 
infection prevention 
and control nurses, and 
rehabilitation specialists, the 
UK High Commission said in 
a statement.

Over the next three 
weeks, they will work 
alongside local physicians 
to deliver critical care and 
rehabilitation services to 
injured students receiving 
treatment at the National 
Institute of Burn and 
Plastic Surgery, it added.

British High 
Commissioner to 
Bangladesh Sarah Cooke 
said, “The UK stands in 
solidarity with those 
affected by this tragic 
incident and wants to 
extend its support. I 
am confident that the 
specialised treatment 
offered by the UK medical 
team will accelerate the 
recovery and rehabilitation 
of the injured students.”

At least 34 persons, 
mostly students, were killed 
and more than 150 others 
injured in that fighter jet 
crash. 

Chief adviser
FROM PAGE 3

Named an Honorary MBE 
in February 2025, Anam 
was recognised for her 
work in social justice, 
inclusion, and gender 
equality -- values shared by 
the UK and Bangladesh.

The UK has partnered 
with the Manusher Jonno 
Foundation for over two 
decades, supporting 
more than 460 grassroots 
organisations to promote 
dignity, inclusion, and 
justice nationwide.

No progress on separate judiciary secretariat
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marking a major step 
towards judicial autonomy.

A law ministry official 
said, “We’ve drafted the 
ordinance for establishing 
the secretariat and held a 
couple of meetings with 
the Supreme Court. The 
draft is now nearly final. 
There’s no further update.” 

He declined to provide 
more details.

On October 27 last 
year, the SC submitted a 
proposal to the law ministry 
along with a concept paper 
explaining the reasons 
and objectives behind 
establishing a separate 
judicial secretariat.

The proposal included 
a draft organogram titled 
“Secretariat for the Judicial 
Ordinance,” so the law 
ministry could take steps 
to set up the secretariat 
and appoint a secretary, 
additional and deputy 
secretaries, and other 
staff, according to ministry 
sources.

In the concept paper, 
the apex court noted that 
meaningful separation of 
the judiciary had long been 
elusive, mainly because 
successive governments 

lacked the political will to 
implement it.

However, a few days 
later, the ministry returned 
the proposal to the SC, 
requesting modifications.

On April 21, the court 
sent a revised draft titled 
“Supreme Court Secretariat 
Ordinance 2025” to the 
ministry, along with a list of 
proposed amendments to 
the Rules of Business 1996, 
the Allocation of Business, 
and the secretariat’s 
organogram. 

It also urged the ministry 
to take necessary steps.

According to SC sources, 
the proposed ordinance 
aims to institutionalise 
judicial independence. It 
outlines a framework for 
recruitment, promotion, 
transfer, budgeting, 
training, and professional 
development of lower court 
judges and staff under the 
Supreme Court secretariat.

On March 17, Chief 
Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed 
said the judiciary can only 
fulfil its responsibilities 
effectively when 
institutional independence 
is ensured by establishing 
an independent judicial 
secretariat.

Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus, at a 
national seminar on June 
22, said the government 
cannot avoid creating a 
separate secretariat for the 
judiciary. The chief justice 
and Law Adviser Asif 
Nazrul were also present 
there.

The Judiciary Reform 
Commission, which 
submitted its final report 
to the Chief Adviser on 
February 5, proposed 
transferring control and 
discipline of lower court 
judges from the President 
to the Supreme Court, 
along with establishing a 
separate secretariat.

Led by Justice Shah Abu 
Nayeem Mominur Rahman, 
a retired Appellate Division 
judge, the commission 
recommended amending 
Article 116 of the 
Constitution to ensure full 
judicial independence and 
separation of powers.

Article 116 currently 
states: “The control 
(including the power of 
posting, promotion, and 
grant of leave) and discipline 
of persons employed in 
the judicial service and 
magistrates exercising 

judicial functions shall 
vest in the president and 
shall be exercised by him 
in consultation with the 
Supreme Court.”

The commission 
proposed enacting a 
separate law or ordinance 
to establish the secretariat, 
amending the Rules 
of Business, 1996, and 
creating rules and 
guidelines for its operation.

Speaking on the matter 
on July 31, Law Adviser Asif 
Nazrul said the government 
recently formed a separate 
service led by the chief 
justice to create posts for 
judicial officers, which is a 
step towards establishing 
the separate judiciary 
secretariat.

“This is being done 
step by step,” he said, 
expressing hope that the 
secretariat’s formation 
would be completed during 
the interim government’s 
tenure.
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Traffic police towed several battery-run auto-rickshaws from Farmgate to Mohammadpur yesterday for 
operating illegally on restricted roads. The photo was taken in the capital’s Asadgate area. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

2 bodies recovered 
from Karnaphuli
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

River police recovered two bodies 
floating on the Karnaphuli River near 
Patenga Sea Beach yesterday, two days 
after a fishing trawler capsized in the 
Bay of Bengal.

Eight fishermen remain missing 
while 11 were rescued after the trawler 
sank off the Chattogram coast on 
Thursday afternoon following a 
collision with another vessel.

OC Md Arif of Sadarghat River 
Police said locals spotted the bodies 
near Ghat-15 and alerted authorities.

The bodies have yet to be identified, 
but police suspect they may belong 
to the missing fishermen. “We have 
informed the families so they can come 
to identify the bodies,” the OC added.

Following the incident, the coast 
guard launched a search and rescue 
operation to find the missing fishermen. 
Another fishing boat nearby rescued 
the survivors after they swam towards it.

A CORRESPONDENT, CU

Students of Chittagong 
University’s AF Rahman Hall 
locked the hall canteen and an 
adjacent shop yesterday, alleging 
that they were selling unhygienic 
and stale food.

The incident took place 
around 2:30pm.

Witnesses said trouble 
began when the owner of 
the canteen served food to 
a student without washing 
his hands. When the student 
objected to the matter, the 
owner reportedly replied, “Eat 
it if you want, or leave it.”

Angered by this, students 

locked the doors of the canteen.
During their visit, the hall’s 

residential teacher Morshedul 
Haque, assistant proctors 
Korban Ali and Nurul Hamid 
Kanan found stale khichuri and 
rotten eggs.

Hall manager Zainal Abedin 
claimed the rotten eggs had 
been set aside to return them 
to suppliers, although they were 
stored in the same refrigerator 
where fresh food was kept.

Assistant Proctor Nurul 
Hamid Kanan said, “We 
will discuss the matter with 
hall authorities and the top 
administration. Until then, the 
facilities will remain closed.”

Students lock CU 
hall canteen for 

serving stale food


