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Biker dies after
crashing into
road divider

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

A 25-year-old man was killed yesterday morning when
his motorcycle crashed into a road divider on the Dhaka-
Mawa Expressway in Sreenagar upazila.

The victim, Mohammad Siam, son of Ali Akbar
from Hatupara village in Madaripur, was reportedly
returning (o his Bangshal home in Dhaka after visiting
Mawa Ghat the previous night.

According to Dewan Azad Hossain, station officer of
Sreenagar Fire Service and Civil Defence, the accident
occurred around 6:30am in Ompara on the Dhaka-
bound lane of the expressway. Siam is believed to have

lost control of his motorcycle.

Fire service personnel recovered his body from the
scene and handed it over to Hashara Highway Police.

Mohammad Abu Naim Siddiqui, OC of Hashara
Highway Police Station, said excessive speed was the likely
cause of the crash, adding that Siam died instantly after

falling onto the road.

Global oultcry as Israel
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Israeli ~ taxpayers  tens
of billions, and lead to
diplomatic bankruptcy”.

The main campaign
group for hostages’ families
also slammed the plan,
saying it amounted (0
“abandoning” the captives.

“The cabinet chose last
night to embark on another
march of recklessness, on
thebacks of the hostages, the
soldiers, and Israeli society
as a whole,” the Hostage and
Missing Families Forum said.

An  expanded Israeli
offensive could see ground
troops operate in densely
populated areas  where
hostages are believed to
be held, local media have
reported.

Other Israelis, meanwhile,
offered their support.

“As they take control of
Gaza, they will eliminate
Hamas completely -- maybe
not completely, but at least
a good percentage of them,”
said Chaim Klein, a 26-year-
old yeshiva student.

The Israeli army said last
month that it controlled 75
percent of the Gaza Strip,
mainly from its positions
in the territory along the
border.

Out of 251 hostages
captured during Hamas's
2023 attack, 49 are still

being held in Gaza, including
the 27 the military says are
dead.

Gaza residents said they
feared for the worst, as
they braced for the next
onslaught.

“They tell us to go south,
then back north, and now
they want o send us south
again. We are human beings,
but no one hears us or sees
us,” Maysa al-Shanti, a
52-year-old mother of six,
told AFP.

Hamas on Friday said the
“plans to occupy Gaza City
and evacuate its residents
constitute a new war crime”.

It warned Israel that the
operation would “cost it
dearly”, and that “expanding
the  aggression  means
sacrificing” the hostages.

International  concern
has been growing over the
suffering of Palestinians in
Gaza, where a UN-backed
assessment has warned that
famine is unfolding.

The World Health
Organization said at least
99 people have died from
malnutrition in the territory
this year, with the figure
likely an underestimate.

Israel's offensive has
killed at least 61,258
Palestinians, according to
Hamas-run Gaza’s health
ministry.

DMCH overrun
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outside Dhaka, adding to the
hospital’s growing burden.
During a visit to DMCH
yesterday afternoon, many
patients in the dedicated
dengue ward on the fourth
floor were found to be from
outside the capital.
According o the
Directorate  General — of
Health  Services (DGHS),
95 dengue patients have
died and 23,410 have been

hospitalised  across  the
country this year.
Among the deaths,

DMCH recorded the highest
number at 23. It also ranks
second in total dengue
admissions, with 892
patients till yesterday.

The highest number of
dengue patients has been
admitted to Mugda Medical
College Hospital, with 987,
while Mitford ranked third
with 440.

Mohammad Sohag,
35, a flower trader from
Narayanganj, said he came
to DMCH after suffering
from high fever, nausea, and
diarrhoea.

“I came here to get better
treatment at a lower cost,”
he said.

Nasir Uddin, 49, from
Munshiganj’s Gozaria, was
also admitted to DMCH with

similar symptoms.
Dr Nazmus Sakib, a
trainee doctor pursuing

FCPS at DMCH, said most
admitted dengue patients
are from outside Dhaka.

“We admit only those
whose condition is critical
or too risky to treat at home.
Others are advised home-
based care,” he said.

Dr Sakib advised patients
to consult a doctor after
the onset of fever and drink
plenty of {luids like sherbet,
green coconut water, oral
saline, and fruit juices if
diagnosed with dengue.
He also stressed preventive
measures to avoid mosquito
bites, particularly from
Aedes mosquitoes.

Dr HM Nazmul Ahsan,

associate  professor  at
Shaheed Suhrawardy
Medical College Hospital,

said critically ill patients
are often referred from
local hospitals to major city

hospitals.
“When these patients
arrive, their condition is

often already critical,” he
said. “They get infected
outside the capital but die in
Dhaka hospitals, which may
explain the high death toll
reported in the city.”

He said time delays are a
major problem. “Travelling
from Barishal or other
distant districts can take five
to six hours, plus more time
for hospital admission. If a
patient is already in shock,
such delays can be fatal,” he
explained.

Dr Ahsan urged local
hospitals to follow national
dengue treatment guidelines
and provide care at the
district level.

“Only patients in
severe condition  should
be transferred to Dhaka.
Often, patients are referred
prematurely out of fear, even
when their condition isn’t
critical,” he said.

He  further  stressed
that patients in shock
should only be transferred
after initial stabilisation.
“Unfortunately, many
hospitals fail to do this,
resulting in patients arriving
in decompensated shock,
where the risk of death is
significantly higher.”

Women
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the July Kanya Foundation
to continue working for
women’s advancement.

The event was chaired
by Foundation President
Jannatul Naim Promy
and attended by several
notable guests, including
the mother of Shaheed
Abrar Fahad, Stamford
University student Nusrat
Jahan Tumpa, the mother
of Shaheed Nayma Sultana,
and July warrior Ayman.

A total of 100 women
were honoured with the
“July Kanya Award-2025”
at the programme.

Ex-secy alleges corruption by ~ BNP, allies to contest polls unitedly
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the mass uprising -- at least
eight advisers -- I can prove
with evidence that they
are involved in widespread
corruption.”

Sattar alleged that no
major appointments or
transfers are made without
prior deals. “There is
evidence of this. The matter
has reached the highest
levels of  government
through intelligence
agencies,” he said.

He also questioned why
no action had been taken
against an adviser whose
personal officer allegedly
has Tk 400 crore in their

account and  another
adviser whose assistant
personal secretary
reportedly has Tk 200

crore. However, he did not
name any of the advisers.
Sattar also raised
concerns over the
appointment of an
“inexperienced individual”

to key posts in the local
government ministry
and the youth and sports
ministry. He said Chiefl
Adviser Prof Muhammad
Yunus knows “what is
happening there, but no
steps are being taken”.
While pointing
these  concerns,
acknowledged
achievements  of  the
government  over the
past year. He noted that
economic discipline has
been restored, fascists were
being brought to justice,
the July Declaration had
been announced, and the

out
Sattar
some

July Charter would be
adopted soon.
He also termed the

announcement of the
national election date as
a major success of the
current administration.

In his speech as chief
guest, M Siraj Uddin Miah,
principal secretary to the
chief adviser, said, “The

July uprising has shown
that corruption will no
longer go unpunished in
this new Bangladesh.”

He added, “The public
administration is now at a
crossroads -- either return
to the old ways or engage
in self-reflection to forge a
new path. Everyone must
decide which way to go.”

The keynote speaker
at the seminar was Dhaka
University Vice-Chancellor
Prof Niaz Ahmed Khan
while the keynote paper
was presented by Sanowar
Jahan Bhuiyan, secretary
of the Bangladesh Public
Service Commission
Secretariat.

The event was presided
over by Nazrul Islam,
secretary of the housing
and public works ministry
and president of BASA.
OfTicers from various levels
of the administration
cadre were present at the
seminar.

No govt interference in media
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of expression or media
independence over the past
year.
Since taking office,
the interim government
has shown “exceptional
restraint, avoiding
interference in any
media outlet’s editorial,
operational, or business
aspects even in the face
of misinformation and
politically motivated
broadcasts”, it said.
“Television talk shows

and columns have
frequently featured false
and incendiary claims
about this government.
Yet, we have neither
censored nor retaliated,”
the  statement  reads.

The government has not
censored, retaliated, or filed
complaints. The interim
government even paved the
way for some media that
had been forcibly closed
down by the past regime to
republish or return to on
air, it said.

The statement also
said journalists have had
full access to advisers and
special assistants to the
chief adviser. No one has
been denied interviews or
briefings based on their
outlet or editorial stance.

Describing NOAB’s
criticism of the reformed
accreditation system
as “misplaced and
misinformed”, the press
wing said the previous
system was deeply
compromised, allowing
access (o non-journalists
including politicians,

lobbyists and opportunists
who used it to unfairly
influence policy.

That compromised
structure has been replaced
by a temporary pass system,
ensuring only genuine
journalists retain access (o
the Secretariat to restore
integrity to a process that
had been corrupted, it said.

The press wing said the
previous accreditation
policy also  pressured
accredited journalists
to toe the government
line. Some humiliating
clauses that undermined
their constitutional rights
have been amended. The
process of issuing fresh
accreditation cards with
extended renewal period is
underway, it added.

The statement said
journalists were let go due
to editorial and corporate
decisions by media owners,
not under any instruction
or pressure from the

interim government.

The statementalsoreads,
“We are fully committed
to the physical safety and
dignity of all citizens,
including journalists.”
Ensuring their protection
is a shared responsibility
of the media, government,
and law enforcement. It
also said the government is
considering promulgating
“Journalists’ Protection
Law” to strengthen
legal  safeguards  and
reduce intimidation as
recommended by the Media
Reform Commission.

“While we remain open
o constructive criticism,

we suggest that NOAB
look internally before
attributing blame,” the
press wing said.

The press wing

urged NOAB to address
internal abuses like wage
exploitation, unsafe
conditions and denial of
labour rights and hold
members accountable. It
said the interim government
supports media freedom
in practice, not just words.
NOAB’s concerns would
be more valid if fact-based
and appropriately directed.
Unfounded claims only
distract from real issues, the
statement said.

Grieving family seeks justice
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“Tuhin managed food and
medicines for me and his
mother, Sahabia Khatun
Bakul, 80. He sent Tk
1,000 through bKash for
my medicines and food
and said he would send
more money for expenses
shortly,” Jamal said.
Thiswas the second major
blow for the family, he added,
as his eldest son Jasim Uddin
had died of cancer some
15 vears ago. While Jasim’s
death had devastated the
family, Tuhin’s earnings had
kept them afloat. “Now all
hopes are gone, as the other
three sons have to manage
their own families with their

meagre incomes,” Jamal
said.

Tuhin’s mother became
speechless upon hearing
the news of her son’s death,
staring vacantly at the
visitors. His elder sister,
Shahida Akter Ratna, said
she was in Sylhet at her
daughter’s home.

“I visited a doctor
in Sylhet for my illness
and spoke to Tuhin on
Thursday afternoon about
the doctor’s reports. While
we were (alking, the call
suddenly got disconnected
due to poor network. Later,
[ tried repeatedly but could
not reach him. At night, we
got the news of his death,”

she said, breaking into tears.

Neighbour Habibur
Rahman said Tuhin visited
home occasionally but was
known as a good soul to
his family, relatives, and
neighbours.

Family members
and locals demanded a
proper investigation and
immediate arrest of the
killers to ensure exemplary
punishment.

Protesting the Kkilling,
journalists from various
media outlets formed a
human chain in front of
Phulbaria Upazila Parishad
Chhattar yesterday
morning, organised by
Phulbaria Press Club.

26km highway in Natore turns
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free for heavy vehicles.
Drivers often speed and
overtake recklessly on this
two-lane road, which leads
to accidents,” he said.

He said there are five
high-risk spots on the
highway -- Razzaker More,
Rijur More, Tormuj Pump,
Armari Bridge, and the 10
No. Bridge -- mostly due to
sharp turns.

Drivers said the road
is too narrow for safe
movement.

Md Mahabub Hossain,
a driver of Shishir Special
Travels, said, “We try to
cover time on this road
because other highways
are more congested, but
the two lanes here are not
enough for safe driving.”

Md Alhaz, a driver of
Siam  Paribahan, said,
“There’s no divider on this
road. Vehicles move fast
in both directions on the
narrow lanes, and that’s
the main problem.”

Md Shawkat Ali Khokon,
a CNG driver who uses
the service lane beside
the highway, said drivers

frequently try to overtake
on the narrow lanes, which
leads to accidents.

According (o  police,
driver  negligence  and
disregard for traffic rules
are major causes behind the
frequent accidents. “We have
installed many signboards
showing speed limits and
warning against overtaking,
but drivers ignore them,”
said OC Ismail.

He said traffic has
increased in recent years,
making the two-lane road
insufficient.  “Expanding
the highway to four lanes
with dividers is urgently
needed,” he said.

Md Kamrul Hasan,
executive engineer of the
Natore Roads and Highways
Department, said road
expansion is in progress.
“The  government has
already approved a project
to widen the highway to
four lanes up to Bonpara.
The next phase will include
the Bonpara-Hatikumrul
section,” he said.

“We hope the four-
lane project for Bonpara-
Hatikumrul will be

approved within a year.
Once completed, there will
be a road divider,” he added.
He also said while the
current two-lane road is
manageable for vehicles,
drivers must follow speed
limits to ensure safety.

Once a thriving
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The Launch Owners’
Association has

formally appealed to the
government for support.
Their demands include
regulation of fuel prices
specific to river transport,
priority decongestion of the
Gulistan-Sadarghat route,
and long-term subsidies or
incentives to prevent mass
closure of routes.

PRAYER
TIMING

AUGUSTY

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-20 12-45 5-00 6-47 8-15
JAMAAT 4-55 1-15 5-15 6-50 8-45

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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members Nazrul Islam
Khan and Selima Rahman
were present.

Nearly 60 leaders spoke
at the event participated by
top leaders of the 12-party
alliance Jatiyatabadi
Samamona Jote - and the
Labour Party, expressing
their full trust in Tarique’s

leadership.

The BNP said that
after Chief Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus

announced that the election
will be held in February
next year, the party has
taken the initiative to talk
with like-minded parties
to strengthen ties and
exchange views.

Calling on everyone to
stay alert regarding the
July Declaration and the
polls, Tarique said no one
should be able to sabotage
the election, and all pro-
democracy forces must
stay united to protect the
people’s right to vote.

In his opening speech,
Tarique said, “Through your
unity, our long struggle
brought down fascism in
the July student-worker-
people’s uprising.

“Through the upcoming
election, with the people’s
vote, we will be able to build
a democratic welfare state

based on the 31-point plan.”

Leaders of like-minded
parties said that once
Tarique returns to the
country, he will sit with
alliance partners to finalise
seat-sharing arrangements
for the polls.

At the programme, Syed
Ehsanul Huda, chairman of
Bangladesh Jatiya Dal and
coordinator of the 12-party
alliance, said Tarique has
assured them that the BNP
and the like-minded parties
from the simultaneous
movement would contest
the polls in alliance.

“He  [Tarique] gave
us a clear and concrete
statement on this. He said
that they will contest the
election together and form
the government together.
He will not step back from
this position,” he said.

Tarique further said the
BNP and its allies would
move forward in unity
and that those who made
sacrifices in the democratic
movement would be given
priority for the distribution
of seats.

Bangladesh LDP
Secretary General Shahadat
Hossain Salim said, “We
have been in the movement
with Tarique Rahman for
the last 17 years. In the
future, we want to take part

in the election and form
the government under his
leadership. He assured us
that he will properly value
everyone.”

Tarique told the meeting
that in the coming days, any
conspiracy over the election
would be  confronted
together and that the BNP
and its partners would work
jointly to solve any crisis.

Jatiya Ganotantrik
Party’s Khandaker Lutfar
Rahman said, “In the
coming days, we will stay
united in any protest. We
will face any conspiracy
together.”

During the one-hour
meeting, Tarique urged
everyone Lo stay alert so that
the relationship between
the BNP and its like-minded
allies remains strong and no
one can damage it.

He said party leaders
should start reaching out to
the public and share BNP’s
commitments.

Labour Party’s
Mustafizur Rahman Iran
said, “We want to walk
together in the coming days
too. Whatever decisions
BNP makes, we will support
them. The acting chairman
[Tarique]| said the 31-point
plan announced by the BNP
should be taken (o every
house.”

India pauses plans to buy US arms
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has said it remains actively
engaged in discussions
with Washington. One of
the people said the defence
purchases could go ahead
once India had clarity on
tariffs and the direction of
bilateral ties, but “just not as
soon as they were expected
to.”

Written instructions had
not been given to pause the
purchases, another official
said, indicating that Delhi
had the option to quickly
reverse course, though there
was “no forward movement
at least for now.”

Post publication of this
story, India’s government
issued a statement it
attributed to a Ministry of
Defence source describing
news reports of a pause
in the talks as “false and
fabricated.” The statement
also said procurement was
progressing as per “extant
procedures.”

Delhi, which has
forged a close partnership
with America in recent
years, has said it is being
unfairly  targeted  and
that Washington and its
European allies continue to
trade with Moscow when it
isin their interest.

Reuters is  reporting
for the first time that
discussions on  India’s
purchases of Stryker combat
vehicles made by General
Dynamics Land Systems and
Javelin anti-tank missiles
developed by Raytheon and
Lockheed Martin IMT.N
have been paused due to the
tariffs.

Trump and Indian
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi had in February
announced plans to pursue
procurement and joint
production of those items.

Singh had also been
planning to announce the
purchase of six Boeing P8I
reconnaissance aircraft
and support systems for
the Indian Navy during his
now-cancelled trip, two of
the people said. Talks over
procuring the aircraft in a
proposed $3.6 billion deal
were at an advanced stage,
according to the officials.

Boeing, Lockheed Martin
and General Dynamics
referred queries to the
Indian and US governments.
Raytheon did not return a
request for comment.

India’s deepening
security relationship with
the US, which is fuelled by
their shared strategic rivalry
with China, was heralded
by many US analysts as one
of the key areas of foreign-
policy progress in the first
Trump administration.

Delhi is the world’s
second-largest arms
importer and Russia has
traditionally been its top
supplier. India has in recent
years however, shifted to
importing from Western
powers like France, Israel
and the US, according to the
Stockholm  International
Peace Research Institute
think-tank.

The shift in suppliers
was driven partly by
constraints on  Russia’s
ability to export arms, which
it is utilizing heavily in its
invasion of Ukraine. Some
Russian weapons have also
performed poorly in the
battlefield, according to

From the kitchen
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train local women in
baking. “Many from our
neighbourhood have
learned cake and pitha-
making techniques from us.
Several have become self-
reliant and now run small
online businesses of their
own.”

Their first international
order, shipped to Saudi
Arabia, marked a turning
point.

That milestone led to a
growing customer base in
Qatar, Dubai, Oman, and
Bahrain, and eventually in
the UK, Italy, and Germany.

“Receiving  that  first
international order was
nerve-wracking,”  Shanta

said. “I kept wondering
whether it would arrive
safely? But once we got
positive feedback, it felt
amazing.”

She said over half of the
products they have sent
abroad so far were delivered
personally through people
who just wanted to take
some deshi achaar to their
relatives abroad. “Apart
from that, we sometimes
use courier services to ship
them internationally.”

Nasima added, “I treat
my daughter-in-law  like
my own daughter. That's

why we’ve come this far
together. Our friendship is
our greatest strength.”

Their reputation
continues to grow, both
online and among local
buyers.

Sharmin  Sultana, a
schoolteacher and regular
customer, said, “Shanta’s
homemade naru and
mango-chalta pickle are
always stocked in my
kitchen. They wuse pure
ingredients, so I trust them
completely and never worry
about adulteration.”

Md Mizanur Rahman,
principal of Brahmanbaria
Government Women'’s
College, said, “Shanta and
Nasima prove that it’s
possible to earn from home.
Small-capital, online-based
ventures have opened new
doors.”

Raunak Farzana Ruba,

women  affairs  officer
of Kasba wuparzila, said,
“Online platforms offer

vast opportunities. Women
can now tap into global
markets from home. We
provide training and easy
loan facilities, and if Shanta
and Nasima choose to, they
can take advantage of these.
Their story is a powerful
example of self-reliance and
women’s empowerment.”

Western analysts.

The broader US-India
defence partnership, which
includes intelligence sharing
and joint military exercises,
continues without hiccups,
one of the Indian officials
said.

Indiaalsoremainsopen to
scaling back on oil imports
from Russia and is open to
making deals clsewhere,
including the U, if it can
get similar prices, according
to two other Indian sources.

Trump’s threats and
rising anti-US nationalism
in India have “made it
politically difficult for Modi
to make the shift from
Russia to the US,” one of the
people said. Nonetheless,
discounts on the landing
cost of Russian oil have
shrunk to the lowest since
2022.

India’s petroleum
ministry did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

JP to hold
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council will be held today
(August 9) in Gulshan.

He said a lower court in
Dhaka issued a temporary
injunction against the party
chairman from engaging
in organisational activities.
As a result, the party’s

organisational activities
fell into uncertainty and
stagnation.

Organisational measures
were taken in accordance
with Section 20(2)(b) of the
party constitution, Chunnu
said.

Under this authority,
a meeting of the party’s
highest policy-making
forum was held on August
5, chaired by JP Senior Co-

Chairman Anisul Islam
Mahmud.

The meeting
unanimously decided
that to free the party from
organisational  stagnation

and uphold democracy, the
constitution, and leadership
continuity, it was essential to
convene the national council
without delay.

Chunnu also said,
“According to the time set
by the Election Commission,
the deadline for holding the
Jatiya Party’s 10th national
council was June 30. In light
of that directive, we had set
June 28 for the council, but
it had to be postponed due
to the unavailability of a
suitable venue.

“Later, we applied to the
Election Commission for
a two-month extension,
which is still under process.
In this situation, respecting
the party’s constitution and
the spirit of democracy, and
considering the short time
and political realities, we
are organising the council
promptly.”

JP  co-chairmen ABM
Ruhul Amin Hawlader and
Syed Abu Hossain Babla, and
presidium members Nasrin
Jahan Ratna and Shafiqul
Islam Sentu, among others,
were present at the press
conference.



