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131 held in
weeklong

joint drives

Says ISPR
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 131 individuals --
including listed criminals,
illegal arms  holders,
muggers, teen gang
members, and drug dealers
-~ have been arrested

A platiorm for surviva

In flood-prone char areas in Rangpur region, neighbours
unite to build elevated cluster homes

during weeklong joint
drives led by the army.

The operations,
conducted between July
31 and August 7, were part
of the ongoing nationwide
security efforts, the Inter-
Services Public Relations
Directorate (ISPR) said in a
statement yesterday.

Units under infantry
divisions and independent
brigades of the Bangladesh
Army carried out the drives
in coordination with other
law enforcement agencies.
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o get to New Bridge.” = = e e
Public transport services ' '

have become scarce due (o

submerged roads, prompting
rickshaw pullers and CNG-
run autorickshaw drivers to
charge inflated fares.

“I usually pay Tk 50 for a
rickshaw ride from Muradpur
to the Wasa intersection.
Today [yesterday], T had to
pay Tk 80 because rickshaws
were hard to find,” said
Mamunur Rashid, a private
service holder.

Residents blamed the
persistent waterlogging on
clogged drains and waste-
filled canals, criticising
the authorities for failing
to implement sustainable
drainage solutions.

PRAYER
TIMING

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

In the flood-prone riverine regions of
northern Bangladesh, a grassroots survival
strategy called the “cluster homestead” is
emerging as a beacon of resilience.

Along the banks of the Brahmaputra,
Teesta, Dharla, and Dudhkumar rivers, people
living on the remote chars have started jointly
constructing elevated earthen platforms
where five to ten families live together --
platforms that double as flood shelters during
emergencies.

Each cluster homestead is typically built 8
to 10 feet higher than the surrounding land.
These are constructed on 15 to 25 decimals of
land, with the total cost ranging between Tk
40,000 to Tk 60,000 per unit.

In the five districts of Rangpur division --
Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, Rangpur, Nilphamari,
and Gaibandha -- there are around 560 chars,
including 450 in Kurigram alone.

The model of cluster homesteads is now

“During floods, while others’ homes get
submerged, our homestead remains safe, and
even neighbouring families take shelter here,”
he said.

Nazrul Islam, 65, a marginal farmer from
Ulipur upazila, said five families have been

living together on one such platform for
the past three years. “We’ve planted trees (o
improve the environment. Living together
also ensures mutual support during floods or
erosion,” he added.

face that hardship anymore.”

In Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, farmer
Subal Chandra Barman, 65, said, “Six families
have been living on our 20-decimal cluster
homestead for four years. We've planted

BBC Media Action
launches ‘BBC
Hello Check’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BBC Media Action yesterday launched its latest
venture, “BBC Hello Check,” a social media-based
platform aimed at building awareness among
Bangladeshis on issues such as the impact of climate
change and tackling disinformation.

The initiative was launched with the unveiling of a
new logo during a ceremony held at a city hotel.

Audiences can access the content of BBC Hello
Check through its Facebook page, as well as its
YouTube and TikTok accounts.

Topics covered by the platform will include
gender and social inclusion, governance, media
development, health, life and livelihoods, violence
against women, civil and women'’s rights, freedom of
expression, and cybercrime.

The target audience will include youth, children,
and the broader community.

By creating this content, the platform aims to
provide information that helps people make quick,
accurate, and effective decisions.

Speaking at the ceremony, BBC Media Action
Country Director Al Mamun said the new platform
is “a rebranding” of their previous initiative “Hello
Check”, which reached more than 12 million young
people over the past eight years.

Relocate training flights
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said joint  civil-military
operation guidelines of the

head of the Aircraft
Accident  Investigation
Group at CAAB, criticised

fruit trees around it. Even during floods, the International Civil Aviation CAAB’s  passive  role
platform remains dry and safe.” Organization (ICAO) are in  ensuring aviation
Professor Shafiqul Islam Bebu, convener of regularly ignored at Dhaka safety and  suggested
the Kurigram Char Development Committee, airport. constructing a second,
said while cluster homesteads are effective, In response, Group independent runway at
most families can’t afford to build them. Capt M Kamrul Islam, Dhakaairport.
“Government and NGO support is far director CW&IT at Air Aviation  expert  and
too limited. Every time a flood hits, the Headquarters and former Bangladesh Monitor

importance of these platforms becomes clear.

executive director of HSIA,
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rapidly spreading across these vulnerable zones.
Mizanur Rahman, 55, a day labourer in

Gorokmandol in Phulbari
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Kurigram’s Chilmari upazila, said ten families,
including his, built a cluster homestead on 25
decimals of land last year, spending around
Tk 60,000.

6-47 815
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upazila,
“Earlier, our home would flood every year. We
had to flee to schools or roadside shelters. But
now, with eight families building a 10-foot-
high cluster homestead together, we don’t

Sekendar Ali, 70, a resident of Char

The government must step in and ensure said HSIA undergoes ICAO presented  the keynote,
support for building cluster homesteads for safety inspections, audits, calling for the formation
all char residents,” he said. and certifications every two  of a national ~aviation
’ years, and improvements cmergency task  force.
are ongoing. The body would include
“Fach civil and military CAAB,  BAF,  disaster
flight follows proper Mmanagement _agencies,
protocols and is controlled emergency services, and
as per Air Traffic Control local government.
clearance,” he said, adding ) Healso pr0p0$ed
that the Bangladesh Air setting  up  Aviation

Force also conducts strict

flight safety audits for every (AIRZ) around  densely

flight. populated air corridors or
Salahuddin M known approach paths of

Rahmatullah, former military aircraft.
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