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306 Bangladeshis 
held by Malaysian 
immigration dept
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recruitment on May 31 last year amid 
allegations of irregularities in the 
hiring process.

Negotiations on resuming 
recruitment are underway ahead 
of Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad 
Yunus’s visit to Malaysia from August 
11-13.

According to Bernama, the 
immigration department also said 
its officers continue to monitor daily 
airport operations, with the Malaysian 
Border Control and Protection 
Agency handling immigration 
counters and department staff 
assisting with intelligence and 
surveillance.

DG Zakaria assured the 
department will fully cooperate with 
the agency to remove officers found 
involved in misconduct, should any 
reshuffles be required.

Since 2022, 147 disciplinary 
cases have been recorded against 
immigration officers, with 55 
resulting in dismissals.

To curb abuse of power, the 
department is expanding digital 
systems like auto-gates at entry 
points to reduce direct officer-
traveller contact.

A homecoming that ended in heartbreak
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of sorrow hung in the air as hundreds 
gathered to grieve and console the 
survivors.

Bahar, his father Abdur Rahim, 
60; father-in-law Iskandar Mirza, 62; 
and sister-in-law Sweety Begum, 27, 
survived the accident.

For nearly three years, Bahar 
stayed connected to them through 
video calls after leaving in the hope 
of bringing financial stability to his 
family. “I saw my child’s face for the 
first time after two years and seven 
months. I had so many dreams -- to 
celebrate, to travel with her. But 
now she is gone,” he said with an 
unstoppable stream of tears.

“May the Almighty not inflict such 
pain on any family,” he whispered.

Bahar left for Oman just a month 
after marrying Kabita. “Now I don’t 

know how to live without them.”
Recounting the accident, he said 

they had started from Dhaka airport 
around 12:30am. “When we reached 
Feni, we sensed the driver was 
drowsy. We requested him to take 
a break, but he ignored us. He even 
drove the vehicle into a pothole at 
Chowmuhani. We warned him again, 
but he kept driving.”

Eventually, the driver lost control 
of the wheel and the microbus crashed 
into the canal in the Chandraganj 
Purba Bazar area at around 5:45am.

Bahar’s father Abdur Rahim said 
the doors were locked when the 
vehicle sank. “We asked the driver to 
open the locks, but he didn’t. Instead, 
he fled through a window.... The four 
of us managed to escape by breaking 
a window, but the others seated at the 
back couldn’t get out. We lost them 

forever.”
Mobarak Hossain, officer-in-

charge of Chandraganj Highway 
Police Station, said police and 
firefighters recovered the bodies and 
handed them over to the family. 

“We suspect the driver fell asleep 
at the wheel,” he said, adding that 
the driver went into hiding after the 
crash. “If a family member files a case, 
we will take legal action.”

Officials of the Bangladesh 
Road Transport Authority from 
Lakshmipur and Noakhali visited 
both the crash site and the family 
home.

Speaking to The Daily Star, 
Noakhali BRTA’s Inspector Mahbub 
Rabbani said the government would 
provide the family with Tk 5 lakh 
for each of seven victims as financial 
assistance.

EC seeks details 
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widespread criticism for lacking 
inclusivity, transparency, and 
credibility. The 2014 polls were 
boycotted by the BNP-led alliance, 
leaving 153 seats uncontested. Voter 
turnout was officially recorded at 
51 percent, but violence and low 
participation raised questions about 
the election’s legitimacy.

In 2018, the BNP contested under 
the Jatiya Oikya Front, but the 
election was marred by allegations 
of ballot-stuffing, voter intimidation, 
and suppression of the opposition. 
Despite the participation of a major 
opposition alliance, the Awami 
League won 288 out of 300 seats. The 
most recent election, held in January 
last year, saw another BNP boycott. 
The EC had reported a voter turnout 
of 41.8 percent -- the lowest in the 
country’s recent history.

Stay united for the sake
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the interest of the nation. Because I 
believe religion or ideology may differ 
from person to person, but the state 
belongs to all of us,” he told the rally.

Tarique said BNP will implement 
the 31-point reform plan it has 
presented to the nation if people vote 
it to power.

“BNP seeks people’s support and 
cooperation to implement these 
programmes for the welfare of the 
country and the people.”

He also urged all democratic forces 
to be vigilant against destabilising plots. 

“I call on all democratic people to 
stay alert so that fascism, extremism, 
and radicalism cannot cast a shadow 
over our path forward,” Tarique said. 

Wearing colourful caps on their 
heads and holding national and 
party flags in their hands, the party 
men started gathering at the venue 
around one and a half hours before 
the event started around 3:30pm.

Tarique said, “During the fascist 
era, the country was engulfed in 
darkness. I would call today’s journey 
one from darkness to light. But it is 
not an easy one.”

The BNP leader said the people 
now have a significant opportunity to 
restore democracy.

“If we seize this opportunity and 
secure political and economic power 
to the people, no one will be able to 
establish fascism in the future,” he 
added.

The party’s ‘Victory Rally’ started 
from Nayapaltan and ended at 
Shahbagh intersection after going 
through Paltan intersection, Jatiya 
Press Club, and Matsya Bhaban 
intersection.

Speaking at the rally, BNP Secretary 
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
thanked the Bangladesh army for its 
support during the mass uprising.

He said BNP leaders and activists 
fought to establish democracy and 
did not bow down in the face of 
oppression and torture.

“The date of the election will 
be announced very soon. The July 
Declaration has been announced. 
The 31 points will be implemented 

through reforms. Let us all build this 
country into a happy, prosperous, 
and humane nation.”

BNP Standing Committee Member 
Salahuddin Ahmed said the party 
follows only one policy: Bangladesh 
first.

“There will be no foreign lords, 
only friends,” he said.

The BNP leader said BNP does not 
want any division among democratic 
forces.

“Those who are trying to create 
division are not forces that stand for 
Bangladesh. Those who speak against 
the election are not forces that stand 
for Bangladesh. Those who are trying 
to break unity are not forces that 
stand for Bangladesh...”

Standing Committee member 
Mirza Abbas expressed his 
dissatisfaction that the names of 
Ziaur Rahman and Khaleda Zia were 
not in the July Declaration.

He called on everyone to start 
preparing for the polls.

Another Standing Committee 
member Khandaker Mosharraf 
Hossain urged everyone to stay 
alert so that no one can make any 
conspiracy about the polls.

ICT-2 frames charges against 30 accused
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Those present in court were former 
proctor Shariful Islam, assistant 
registrar Rafiul Hasan Rasel, 
university staffer Anwar Parvez, 
assistant sub-inspector Amir 
Hossain, constable Sujan Chandra 
Roy, and banned Chhatra League 
leader Imran Chowdhury Akash.

Reading out the charges, the 
tribunal chair said, “Md Shariful 
Islam, former proctor of the 
university, acted not out of loyalty 
to the state but in obedience and 
collaboration with then prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina, former home 
minister [Asaduzzaman Khan], and 
[former roads and bridges minister] 
Obaidul Quader.”

He added, “You aided and incited 
the indiscriminate shooting of Abu 
Sayed. The incident occurred around 
2:17pm in front of Gate No-1 of the 
university, on the west side of the 
road divider on the Dhaka–Rangpur 
Highway, where Abu Sayed stood 
with his arms outstretched and chest 
exposed before the police.”

Similar charges were brought 
against former VC Prof Hasibur 
Rashid.

The tribunal said ASI Amir 
Hossain “killed Abu Sayed without 
provocation,” while Constable Sujan 
Chandra Roy was accused of carrying 
out orders from the then government 
and taking part in the killing.

Meanwhile, Rafiul Hasan Rasel, 
Imran Chowdhury Akash, and Anwar 
Parvez face charges of instigating and 
abetting the killing.

When asked if they pleaded guilty, 
all six denied the charges and claimed 
innocence.

Before reading out the charges, 
Justice Nozrul  said, “We did not find 
grounds to discharge the accused. 
There is sufficient material to 
frame charges, and we have done so 
accordingly. The charges will be read 
out to those present in court.”

Earlier, on June 30, the tribunal 
took cognisance of charges pressed 
by the prosecution, including 
murder, attempted murder, 
abetment, complicity, and command 

responsibility under crimes against 
humanity.

While formally pressing charges, 
Chief Prosecutor Mohammad 
Tajul Islam said the former VC, 
proctor, Rangpur Metropolitan 
Police commissioner and his deputy 
bear command responsibility and 
coordinated the attack that killed 
Sayed and injured four others.

He said they jointly instructed 
subordinates, including ASI Amir 
and Constable Sujan, to carry out the 
shooting and later altered forensic 
evidence to conceal the crime.

Tajul added that the remaining 
accused either actively participated 
in or assisted with the killing, 
torture, and cover-up, including 
manipulating Sayed’s inquest and 
post-mortem reports.

Abu Sayed was shot dead on July 16 
last year in Rangpur during a student 
protest against the quota system in 
government jobs. His act of defiance 
before being killed helped ignite a 
mass uprising that led to the fall of 
Sheikh Hasina’s regime on August 5.
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Forex reserves cross
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On the other hand, global lenders, 
including the IMF, World Bank, and 
ADB, released funds for Bangladesh 
in recent months, which boosted the 
reserves.

According to BB data, the 
country’s balance of payments 
returned to a surplus in the fiscal 
year (FY) 2024-25, ending a three-
year deficit. The overall balance of 
payments posted a surplus of $3.3 
billion at the end of FY25, bouncing 
back from a $4.3 billion deficit the 
previous year.


