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Russia urges 
caution 
in nuclear 
‘rhetoric’
AFP, Moscow

Russia yesterday urged 
caution after US President 
Donald Trump said he 
would deploy two nuclear 
submarines following an 
online row with former 
Russian president Dmitry 
Medvedev.

Trump said he had 
ordered the deployment in 
response to what he alleged 
were highly provocative 
comments by Medvedev, 
saying the submarines 
would be positioned in 
“appropriate regions”.

Trump did not say 
whether he meant nuclear-
powered or nuclear-armed 
submarines. 

He also did not elaborate 
on the locations, which 
are kept secret by the US 
military.

“Russia is very attentive 
to the topic of nuclear 
non-proliferation. And we 
believe that everyone should 
be very, very cautious with 
nuclear rhetoric,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told reporters, including 
from AFP, yesterday.

The row between 
Medvedev and Trump 
erupted against the 
backdrop of the US leader’s 
ultimatum for Russia to 
end its military offensive 
in Ukraine or face fresh 
economic sanctions.

Medvedev accused 
Trump of “playing the 
ultimatum game” and 
said that Trump “should 
remember” that Russia was 
a formidable force.

World in $1.5tn ‘plastics 
crisis’, warn experts

AFP, Paris

Plastic pollution is a “grave, growing and 
under-recognised danger” to health that 
is costing the world at least $1.5 trillion 
a year, experts warned in a report 
yesterday.

The new review of the existing 
evidence, which was carried out by 
leading health researchers and doctors, 
was published one day ahead of fresh 
talks opening in Geneva aiming to seal the 
world’s first treaty on plastic pollution.

“Plastics cause disease and death from infancy 
to old age and are responsible for health-related 
economic losses exceeding US$1.5 trillion annually,” 
said the review in The Lancet medical journal.

Comparing plastic to air pollution and lead, the 
report said its impact on health could be mitigated by 
laws and policies.

The experts called for the delegates from nearly 180 
nations gathering in Geneva to finally agree to a treaty 

after previous failed attempts.
Philip Landrigan, a doctor and researcher at 

Boston College in the United States, warned 
that vulnerable people, particularly children, 

are most affected by plastic pollution.
“It is incumbent on us to act in 

response,” he said in a statement. “To 
those meeting in Geneva: please take 
up the challenge and the opportunity 

of finding the common ground that 
will enable meaningful and effective 

international cooperation in response to 
this global crisis.”

The researchers also warned about tiny pieces 
of plastic called microplastics, which have been found 
throughout nature -- and throughout human bodies. 

The full effect of microplastics on health are not yet 
fully known, but researchers have sounded the alarm 
about the potential impact of this ubiquitous plastic.

The amount of plastic produced by the world has 
risen from two million tonnes in 1950 to 475 million 
tonnes in 2022, the report said. 

ATTACKS ON NUKE SITES

US accountability 
part of any future 
talks: Iran
AFP, Tehran

Iran said yesterday it would hold the United States 
accountable for attacks on its nuclear sites in any 
future negotiations, while ruling out direct talks 
with Washington.

The United States struck key Iranian nuclear 
facilities on June 22, briefly joining a war launched 
by Israel that had derailed talks on Tehran’s atomic 
programme.

“In any potential negotiation... the issue of 
holding the United States accountable and 
demanding compensation for committing military 
aggression against Iran’s peaceful nuclear facilities 
will be one of the topics on the agenda,” foreign 
ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei told a press 
briefing yesterday.

Australia lifts 
foreign student 
cap to 295,000
Prioritises Southeast Asia

REUTERS, Sydney

Australia will raise its cap on foreign students 
by 9 percent to 295,000 next year and prioritise 
applicants from Southeast Asia, the government 
said yesterday.

Limits on places were announced last year as a 
way to rein in record migration that had contributed 
to a surge in housing prices, with 270,000 places 
made available for 2025. 

An additional 25,000 places were being granted 
in 2026 as the policy was successfully bringing down 
“out of control” international student numbers, 
the government said. “This is about making sure 
international education grows in a way that 
supports students, universities and the national 
interest,” Education Minister Jason Clare said.

Australia granted nearly 600,000 student visas 
in 2023, as international students returned to the 
country in record numbers following Covid-19. 

SUDAN CONFLICT

Paramilitaries kill 
14 civilians fleeing 
besieged city

AFP, Khartoum

Sudanese paramilitary fighters 
have killed at least 14 civilians 

trying to flee a besieged city 
in Darfur, a rights group 
said yesterday, more than 
27 months into their war 
against the army.

The attack in a village 
on the outskirts of El-Fasher 

came just two days after the 
administration installed by the 

paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
had called on civilians to evacuate the besieged 
city and promised they would be safe.

The Emergency Lawyers, a rights group, said 
that 14 people had been killed in the Saturday 
attack, “dozens more were injured and an 
unknown number of civilians detained”.

Beijing issues 
new storm 
warning 
AFP, Beijing

Beijing issued its highest 
alert for rainstorms 
yesterday, days after 
deadly deluges swept 
parts of the Chinese 
capital and triggered a 
rare apology from under-
prepared officials.

The municipal 
weather service 
announced a red alert 
-- the highest in a four-
tier system -- forecasting 
heavy rain from noon 
yesterday until this 
morning.

Most parts of the city 
are expected to see 100 
millimetres of rain, but 
outlying areas could 
experience between 
150mm and 200mm.

Israeli border guards stand by as excavators demolish a building in the village of Judeira, south of Ramallah 
in the occupied West Bank yesterday. The structure was reportedly built without a permit in Area C—territory 
designated by 1995 Oslo Accords as part of occupied Palestinian lands under full Israeli control. PHOTO: AFP


