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The huge crowd at yesterday’s rally organised by the National Citizen Party at the Central 
Shaheed Minar. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

Thousands of leaders and activists join a rally organised by Chhatra Dal at Shahbagh intersection 
yesterday. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

SECOND EDITION

‘Let your first vote be  
for sheaf of paddy’

Tarique urges young generation at mammoth JCD rally

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP acting chairman Tarique 
Rahman yesterday called on 
new voters to cast their first 
ballot for the party in the 
upcoming election.

“Spread my call to all the 
students across Bangladesh, 
new generations, and new 
voters. Let the first vote of the 
youth be for the sheaf of paddy. 
Let us pledge today that we 
will do whatever is necessary 
to make ourselves worthy of 
building the future Bangladesh 

as dreamed by the martyrs.”
This was the first time 

Tarique sought votes for the 
party at a public rally and called 
on party members to seek votes 
from new voters after the ouster 

of Sheikh Hasina.
Addressing a student rally 

from London via video link, 
Tarique said people no longer 
want politics of division, 
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“...Change will surely 
come in this country. And 

students will lead that 
change.”

Tarique Rahman
BNP acting chairman 

Govt set to 
unveil July 
Declaration  
at Manik Mia
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The interim government 
will unveil the July 
Declaration at a public 
event in the capital’s Manik 
Mia Avenue at 5:00pm 
tomorrow.

The announcement was 
made yesterday in a post on 
the chief adviser’s verified 
Facebook page.

The post reads: “36th 
July -- on this day last 
year, the world witnessed 
an unprecedented mass 
uprising. As a result, the 
fascist fled from Bangladesh.
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ICT CASE

Hasina’s trial 
begins with 
a chilling 
testimony
SHARIFUL ISLAM and  
SIRAJUL ISLAM RUBEL

The trial of deposed 
prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina and her two top 
aides began yesterday at 
the International Crimes 
Tribunal-1, with a testimony 
from the first prosecution 
witness, a survivor of police 
atrocities during the 2024 
July uprising.

Khokon Chandro 
Barmon, a microbus driver 
of a firm, recounted how 
police opened fire on 
protesters on July 18-19 in 
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NCP vows second republic, 
new constitution

Launches 24-point manifesto at Shaheed Minar rally

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The National Citizen Party 
yesterday unveiled a 24-point 
manifesto pledging the 
establishment of a “Second 
Republic” and the drafting of a 
new constitution by an elected 
constituent assembly.

“We will build a new 
Bangladesh of many languages, 
cultures, and ethnicities,” said 
NCP Convener Nahid Islam, 
reading out the manifesto at 
a rally at the capital’s Central 
Shaheed Minar.

The NCP’s idea of a new 
Bangladesh is grounded in 

the people’s aspirations for 
equality, human dignity, and 
social justice reflected in the 
anti-colonial struggle, the war 

of independence, and the July 
mass uprising, he added.

“By casting off the old and 

Manifesto outlines sweeping reforms, 
restructuring of state institutions

Commits to women’s safety, rights and 
empowerment

Pledges universal healthcare, investment in 
research
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