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5 to die for murder 
in Faridpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A Faridpur court sentenced five men to death and 
another to 10 years’ imprisonment for killing an 
easy-bike driver on November 14, 2019.

The death row convicts -- Mehedi Abu Kawsar, 
25, Johnny Mollah, 30, Abu Rasel Sheikh, 25, 
Rajesh Rabi Das, 29, and Robin Mollah, 25 -- were 
also fined Tk 20,000 each.

Another convict, Badsha Sheikh, 31, was 
fined Tk 10,000. In default of payment, he will 
have to serve another 10 months of rigorous 
imprisonment.

Judge Ashok Kumar Dutta of Faridpur 
Additional District and Sessions Judge’s Court-1 
delivered the verdict, said Additional Public 
Prosecutor Chowdhury Zahid Hasan.

According to the case, Shawkat Molla, 20, from 
the West Khabaspur area in Faridpur town, had 
been missing since he left his house with his easy-
bike on November 14, 2019.

The next morning, his body was found with a 
belt wrapped around his neck in a paddy field near 
the Faridpur city bypass road.

The victim’s father, Md Aynal Molla, filed 
a murder case with Kotwali Police Station on 
November 16, 2019, accusing unknown persons.

Police submitted a charge sheet against six 
people on August 20, 2020.

UNB, Sylhet

A technician was killed and 
another seriously injured after 
a wheel of the boarding bridge 
exploded at Sylhet Osmani 
International Airport yesterday 
afternoon.

The deceased, Roman Ahmed, 
28, was from Luchai village in 
Sylhet Sadar upazila. The injured, 
Enamul, 25, is currently receiving 
treatment at Osmani Medical 
College Hospital.

The explosion occurred while 
5 to 6 workers were repairing the 
wheels of the airport’s boarding 

bridge, said Director Hafiz Ahmed.
They were initially taken to 

Osmani Medical College Hospital. 
Roman was later transferred to 
Ragib Rabeya Medical College 
Hospital, where he succumbed to 
his injuries, he said.

Hafiz said the routine 
maintenance work was being 
carried out by outsourced workers 
from a company named Sunrise.

The cause of the sudden 
accident is under investigation. 
There was no damage to the 
airport or any aircraft, said Syed 
Anisur Rahman, officer-in-charge 
of the Airport Police Station.

SYLHET AIRPORT

Boarding bridge wheel blast 
leaves 1 dead, another hurt

EC transfers 
174 officials 
in 17 days
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission 
yesterday transferred 52 
more officials as part of 
its ongoing administrative 
reshuffle ahead of the 
upcoming 13th national 
parliamentary election.

With this, a total of 
174 EC officials have been 
transferred in the last 17 
days. The EC issued a circular 
regarding the transfer 
of 52 officials, signed by 
Mohammad Shahidur 
Rahman, senior assistant 
secretary of the commission.

On Sunday, the EC 
issued transfer orders for 71 
election officials, changing 
their current postings. 
Among them, one holds the 
rank of assistant secretary, 
while the rest are upazila 
election officers.

On July 15, 51 upazila 
election officers were 
transferred and released by 
July 23. 

Earlier this year, on 
January 1, 62 officials,   
including upazila, 
district, and regional 
election officers or those 
of equivalent rank, were 
transferred.
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The Dhaka North City Corporation has 
launched a coordinated initiative to 
recover and protect approximately 1,500 
acres of wetlands and waterbodies in the 
city, in line with Rajuk’s Detailed Area Plan.

In coordination with Rajuk, 
DNCC officially began the operation 
yesterday. As part of the initiative, 
DNCC Administrator Mohammad Azaz 
inaugurated the installation of warning 
signboards in Aftabnagar, Dhaka. The 
signboards caution against the sale or 
purchase of land or any changes in land 
use within the designated reservoir plots 
as proposed in the DAP.

A total of 377 plots covering 185 acres 
of wetlands have had official prohibition 
signboards installed: 187 plots in Satarkul 
Mouza, 172 in Badda Mouza, and 18 in 
Sutibhola Mouza.

Operations will also be conducted 
in DNCC areas to prevent the transfer 
of land designated as wetlands under 
the DAP, with further signboards to be 
installed accordingly.

DNCC to recover 
1,500 acres of 
waterbodies

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

The Mongla-Khulna highway, a vital 
route running through Mongla Port 
and its industrial zone, has turned into 
a nightmare for drivers and pedestrians. 

Only months after partial repair works, 
about 8 kilometres of the 45-kilometre 
stretch have again fallen into serious 
disrepair.

In the dry season, thick dust clouds 
suffocate the road, while 
during the monsoon, knee-
deep mud and gaping 
potholes render it nearly 
impassable. Commuters 
and transport operators 
suffer daily, with many 
now calling the highway a 
“death trap”.

A recent visit to the road 
showed the stretch from 
Mongla Port to Digraj riddled 
with broken surfaces and deep 
craters. The highway connects Mongla 
Port to Dhaka, Chattogram, Narayanganj 
and other major divisions, serving both 
long-distance passenger buses and 
commercial freight transport.

Hundreds of cargo-laden vehicles 
use the road daily, often navigating 
dangerously broken sections. The 
problem is worse in Mongla’s industrial 
belt, home to over a hundred factories. 

Long rows of parked lorries and trucks 
on either side of the road narrow the 
passage, disrupting the movement of 
pedestrians and small vehicles.

“Going from Mongla to Khulna now 
takes hours,” said Hemayet Sheikh. “It’s 
not just discomfort -- it’s the fear of an 
accident. No one seems to care about 
what we’re enduring.”

Truck driver Shushanta Das said, 
“When I drive from the port to Khulna, 

it feels like the wheels might 
come off. Every day, vehicles 

get stuck in potholes. 
This is destroying our 
businesses.”

Despite the economic 
importance of the road, 
repeated temporary 
repairs have failed to 

provide a lasting solution. 
Experts blame constant 

heavy use and poor drainage. 
During rainfall, the craters fill up, 

turning into traps of mud and water.
Commodore Md Shafiqul Islam of 

Mongla Port’s Harbour and Marine 
Department said, “The stretch from 
Mongla to Digraj falls under our 
jurisdiction. Excessive rainfall has 
worsened the condition. The contractor 
is repairing the road, but due to torrential 
rain, he is not able to carry out the work 
in full phase.”

Mongla-Khulna 
highway falls into 
disrepair again

Workers bundle raw jute before loading it onto trucks bound for mills across the country. The photo was taken from the 
Shikarpur area of Uzirpur upazila, Barishal recently.
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Court bars GM 
Quader from 
party activities
Issues temporary injunction

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court has issued a temporary 
injunction upon Jatiya Party Chairman 
GM Quader and its Joint Office Secretary 
Mahmud Alam from performing any 
organisational activities.

Judge Md Nurul Islam of the Joint 
District and Sessions Judge’s Court-1 of 
Dhaka on July 30 passed the order after 
recently relieved JP Secretary General 
Mujibul Haque Chunnu and nine other 
high profile JP leaders filed a civil suit in 
this regard, said court sources.
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