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Court bars GM Quader from party
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The judge also reinstated 
senior co-chairmen Anisul 
Islam Mahmud and ABM 
Ruhul Amin Hawlader, 
Secretary General Mujibul 
Haque Chunnu, and several 
presidium members, said 
a press release sent by the 
party’s office secretary MA 
Razzaq Khan.

In the order, the judge said 

the injunction will remain 
valid till August 3, the next 
scheduled date for the 
hearing, said bench assistant 
Shakhawat Hossain.

On July 27, Chunnu and 
nine others filed the suit 
against GM Quader.

In the suit, the 
complainants said GM 
Quader on June 28 
removed Chunnu from the 

post of secretary general 
and appointed Shamim 
Haider Patwary. Moreover, 
he also relieved senior JP 
Co-Chairman Anisul Islam 
Mahmud and eight others 
from their respective posts, 
which was illegal and in 
violation of the party rules. 
So the decision for removal 
of Chunnu and nine others 
should be declared illegal.

Protesters
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the journey had taken me 
more than two and a half 
hours -- a trip that usually 
takes about one and a half,” 
he said.

According to witnesses, 
protesters began gathering 
in the Shahbagh area 
after 10:30am, urging 
the National Consensus 
Commission to finalise the 
charter without further 
delay.

By 11:00am, several 
hundred demonstrators had 
blocked the intersection, 
bringing traffic in the area 
to a standstill.

Although their numbers 
declined when rain began, 
the protesters continued 
occupying the intersection 
as of the time of reporting.

Police did not intervene 
to disperse the crowd but 
diverted traffic at Matsya 
Bhaban, Bangla Motor, 
and Katabon due to the 
blockade, forcing vehicles 
and commuters to take 
alternative routes.

Need effective
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common perspective on 
national priorities.

“The course is designed 
to equip participants with 
the ability to understand 
national issues, exercise 
effective leadership, and 
prioritise national interest,” 
he said.

Addressing the 
graduating fellows, the army 
chief said, “Throughout 
your in-depth analysis of the 
country’s challenges and 
opportunities, you must 
have realised that while 
we’ve made significant 
progress over the past 
five decades, substantial 
challenges remain. As 
strategic leaders, you 

must now confront those 
challenges and contribute 
to national advancement.”

He urged participants 
to remain proactive and 
constructive in their 
roles, saying, “I have full 
confidence that you will lead 
by example when entrusted 
with responsibility.”

Must tackle internal divides
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Kabir also said while the 
US reviews its foreign and 
defence policies every 
four years, Bangladesh 
has made only two minor 
adjustments since 1972. 

He stressed the need to 
diversify the export basket, 
currently dominated by 
the RMG sector, and adopt 
robust policies to reduce 
dependence on imported 
energy, a strategic 
commodity.

CGS Executive Director 
Parvez Karim Abbasi 
said the global order is 
witnessing a Cold War-
like atmosphere, with the 
US remaining the leading 
economy and the dollar 
still held in most countries’ 
reserves. 

At the same time, he 
noted, Bangladesh cannot 
afford poor relations with 
China, a major supplier 
of raw materials, or with 
India, which surrounds the 
country.

“So, we have to equally 
balance two of these 
powers with delicacy,” he 
said.

Maj Gen (retd) ANM 
Muniruzzaman, president 
of the Bangladesh Institute 
of Peace and Security 
Studies (BIPSS), outlined 
several key priorities for 
Bangladesh’s foreign 
policy, including defending 
human and labour rights, 

tapping into maritime 
resources, ensuring 
maritime security, and 
engaging in effective water 
diplomacy.

“We must enhance 
our capabilities in 
cybersecurity. We need 
to acquire new skills in 
technology. We must 
think about how to 
align ourselves with all 
countries,” he said.

He also called for 
incorporating private 
sector input into 
diplomacy, strengthening 
climate diplomacy, and 
bolstering Bangladesh 
missions abroad to better 
protect expatriate interests. 

He emphasised the need 
to revitalise Saarc.

Muniruzzaman said the 
revolutionary aspirations 
of the country have not 
been reflected in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and called for the removal 
of those who collaborated 
with fascist regimes.

Former ambassador 
Munshi Faiz Ahmad 
stressed the importance 
of consensus among 
political parties on foreign 
policy, which he said 
must reflect the people’s 
aspirations. 

He warned that 
Bangladesh is not 
adequately prepared to 
navigate the challenges 
of graduating from LDC 

status next year.
Zahir Uddin Swapon, 

member of the BNP 
Chairperson’s advisory 
council, called for a shift 
in political culture to bring 
harmony in foreign policy.

He said the Bay of 
Bengal is a key strategic 
zone within the Indo-
Pacific region and a crucial 
economic corridor for the 
eastern sphere, making 
Bangladesh’s position 
vital.

“Whoever comes into 
power in the next elections 
needs to keep all of these 
things in mind in designing 
their foreign policy,” he 
said.

Former ambassadors 
M Shafiullah, Munshi Faiz 
Ahmad, and Shahidul 
Islam; Adviser to the 
BNP acting Chairperson 
Mahdi Amin; Jatiya 
Party Secretary General 
Shameem Haider Patwary; 
AB Party Chairman 
Mojibur Rahman Monju; 
BIPSS Senior Research 
Fellow Shafqat Munir; 
Centre for Non-Resident 
Bangladeshis Chairman 
M S Shekil Chowdhury; 
Gonosamhati Andolon 
Chief Coordinator Zonayed 
Saki; and Gono Odhikar 
Parishad President Nurul 
Haq Nur also spoke at 
the event, which was 
moderated by CGS 
President Zillur Rahman.

Why would we hide
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the footage how they 
carried children out, used 
cloth to cover them, and 
did everything they could,” 
said the MOD director.

Nazim said, “We don’t 
do this for the cameras. 
We don’t seek credit. We 
simply do our duty. Today 
you see us speaking, but 
we won’t always be here to 
explain. Please judge us by 
our actions.”

At one point during the 
rescue, 29 army members 
were injured, and three are 
still undergoing treatment 
at the Combined Military 
Hospital.

Nazim also condemned 
those who filmed the 
tragedy instead of helping. 
“One child was dying, and 
instead of helping, people 
were making videos. The 
price of water went up to 
Tk 50 a bottle. Where is our 
humanity?”

He praised the courage 
of students -- particularly 

members of the BNCC, 
Scouts, and other 
volunteers -- who assisted 
with the rescue alongside 
the fire service.

Paying tribute to the 
deceased Air Force pilot, 
Nazim said, “From what I 
can understand, he tried till 
the last moment to steer the 
aircraft away from the main 
building. Had he ejected 
earlier, he might have 
survived, but he stayed in to 
minimise the damage.”

He urged journalists 
to consider the broader 
context. “Please don’t 
focus only on scuffles 
or rumours. Look at the 
sacrifice. We’re not doing 
this to be seen. If someone 
took off their uniform, it 
was to use it as a cover for a 
child -- not for display.”

“We continue working 
despite criticism. But a little 
appreciation goes a long way. 
It gives us strength. Just like 
you need encouragement, 
we do too,” he said.

Dengue deaths
FROM PAGE 3

transmission hubs if Aedes 
mosquitoes bite infected 
patients and then others,” 
he said.

Without active 
community participation 
in eliminating breeding 
grounds, controlling the 
outbreak will be extremely 
difficult, he warned.

Dr HM Nazmul Ahsan, 
associate professor at 
Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College Hospital, 
said there has been a 
rise in patients suffering 
from Expanded Dengue 
Syndrome (EDS) this year.

“Patients with EDS often 
die suddenly due to severe 
complications involving 
multiple organs such as the 
liver, brain, heart, kidneys, 
and central nervous system,” 
he said.

Those with underlying 
conditions -- such as 
diabetes, hypertension, or 
chronic lung and kidney 
diseases -- are particularly 
at risk.

“Many patients fail to 
recognise warning signs 
such as severe abdominal 
pain, difficulty breathing, 
bleeding, extreme fatigue, or 
a sharp drop in urination or 
platelet count. By the time 
they reach the hospital, their 
condition is often critical,” 
Dr Ahsan said.

He advised immediate 
hospitalisation for anyone 
showing such symptoms. 

“Many patients from 
outside Dhaka arrive too 
late, often without proper 

fluid management during 
transport. Early intervention 
could have saved many of 
them,” he said.

DHAKA FRIDAY AUGUST 1, 2025 

SRABAN 17, 1432 BS        4

Garbage being openly burnt by the roadside at Dhaka’s Rayerbazar, worsening air pollution in the residential 
area. Despite the health hazards, the practice continues unchecked. The photo was taken recently.
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Political clashes
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The MSF also mentioned 
the Air Force jet crash 
at Milestone School and 
College, which left 34 
people, mostly students, 
dead, as well as an attack on 
Hindu houses in Rangpur 
in the report.

The report said at least 
352 incidents of violence 
against women and 
children occurred in July, 
slightly fewer than the 
previous month.

At least 56 incidents of 
rape were reported in July, 
including 18 gang rapes. 
At least seven victims were 
killed after the assault, it 
added.

The report also said at 
least six Bangladeshis were 
killed and another injured by 
the Indian Border Security 
Force (BSF) last month.
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DNCC
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Azaz said, “If we put up 
these boards now, anyone 
looking to buy plots here 
will see that the government 
has officially declared the 
area a reservoir. As a result, 
general buyers will refrain 
from purchasing plots built 
on illegally filled wetlands.”

Rajuk Chairman Md 
Riazul Islam was also 
present at the event.

Yasmeen Murshed
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Scholastica in 1977 as 
one of the country’s 
leading English-medium 
institutions. 

She served as the 
principal of the institution 
from 1977 to 2007.

She also served as an 
adviser to the caretaker 
government during a 
politically turbulent period, 
overseeing the ministries 
of Mass and Primary 
Education, Women and 
Children’s Affairs, and 
Social Welfare. 

She later served 
as Bangladesh’s high 
commissioner to Pakistan 

from 2007 to 2009.
Born on May 19, 1945, 

Yasmeen completed her 
MA in Economics and BA in 
English from the University 
of Punjab. She began her 
professional career as a 
lecturer in English at the 
Government College for 
Women in Islamabad.

She was a founding 
trustee of the Independent 
University, Bangladesh 
(IUB) and a member of its 
governing council. She 
also held the position of 
director at the United 
Insurance Company Ltd 
and Chittagong Stock 
Exchange Ltd.

27 more pushed
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Meanwhile in Naogaon, 
10 persons were detained 
from Agradigun area under 
Dhamoirhat upazila.

They were detained 
by BGB around 3:00am 
yesterday, said Lt Col 
Mohammad Iqbal Hossain, 
commanding officer of BGB-
14 Battalion in Naogaon.

The detainees, believed 
to be Bangladeshis, were 
pushed into Bangladesh 
by the BSF sometime on 
Wednesday night. They 
were later handed over to 
Dhamoirhat Police Station, 
the BGB official said.

Police were verifying 
their identities, said 
Officer-in-Charge Imam 
Zafar of the station. 

[Our correspondent 
from Thakurgaon 
contributed to this report]  


