
CITY4
DHAKA THURSDAY JULY 31, 2025 

SRABAN 16, 1432 BS        

I just did what any teacher should
FROM PAGE 3

The men, chanting slogans 
associated with the AL, were 
seen pushing her repeatedly. 
Later, police and bystanders 
escorted her behind a gate 
for safety. Even then, the 
men continued shouting 
insults in front of cameras.

Asked what gave her the 
courage that day, she simply 
said, “I just did what any 
teacher should. If we don’t 
stand by our students, who 
will?”

For nearly three weeks 
after the incident, Aklima 
said she lived under what felt 
like “house arrest”. The local 
AL office, only metres from 
her home, became a source 
of threats and fear.

“They threatened my 
husband and even the 
building’s doormen,” she 

said. “They’d say, ‘Let the 
right time come and we will 
deal with you.’”

Branded a traitor and 
“Razakar” by local thugs, she 
stopped leaving the house.

“Some of them have 
known me since childhood,” 
she said quietly. “But when 
it comes to political gains, 
people forget who you are.”

Still, she continued 
supporting her students 
remotely, as many were 
reaching out to her for 
guidance and reassurance.

“I told them whatever I 
could. If I could protect even 
one student, I felt I was doing 
my duty,” she said.

Though not politically 
active, Aklima said her 
conscience had been stirred 
earlier, on July 16, when 
Abu Sayed, a student of 
Begum Rokeya University in 
Rangpur, was killed.

“Abu Sayed was not 
my student. But he was 
a student. The fact that 
no teacher came forward, 
no one stood by his body, 
haunted me,” she said.

It was then that she made 
a promise to herself: “If 
something like this happens 
again, I will not stay silent.”

Aklima has lived her 
whole life in the same 
Badda neighbourhood. 

She completed her HSC at 
Holy Cross College and later 
studied philosophy at Dhaka 
University.

She recalled her 
university days in the early 
2000s, which were marked 
by unrest.

“There were processions, 
gunshots… We’d run to 
Kalabhaban to hide,” she 
said. “Our honours took 
eight years to complete. 
But I was never involved in 
politics. I was always focused 
on books and classes.”

Aklima’s dream is 
a revolution through 
curriculum, not slogans. 
“We need an education 
system that produces 
human beings, not just 
degree holders.”

Real reform, she believes, 
starts in classrooms -- with 
updated curricula, trained 
teachers, moral education, 
and above all, compassion.

“In universities, we say, 
‘Enter to learn, leave to 
serve.’ But right now, we 
are doing neither. That 
must change.”

She knows change is 
not possible overnight, but 
believes it can happen over 
generations. “I may not 
see it in my lifetime, but if 
we start now, maybe our 
grandchildren will see it.”

RAMPAL UPAZILA IN BAGERHAT

Shrinking farmland threatens 
livelihoods, food security

DIPANKAR ROY

Once a proud landowner and 
hardworking farmer in Daldaha 
village of Bagethat’s Rampal 
upazila, Sunil Kumar Mondal 
now lives on the edge of survival, 
clinging to the memory of a life 
that once revolved around his fields 
and harvests. 

Sunil, now in his sixties, lost 
all eight and a half bighas of his 
ancestral land over three separate 
acquisitions for the 
construction of Khan 
Jahan Ali Airport. 

A l t h o u g h 
compensated by 
the government 
according to 
the policies at 
the time, the 
payments were 
i n s u f f i c i e n t 
to purchase 
new land. Some 
money was saved, 
but much was 
spent over the years on 
unavoidable expenses.

“In 1996 my land was first 
acquired,” he told The Daily Star. “I 
was paid Tk 90,000 per bigha for 
the first phase -- around two and 
a half bighas. Later, another three 
bighas were acquired in 1996 and 
the rest in 2016.”

Each bigha of his land once 
yielded nearly 20 maunds of paddy 
during the Aman season, making 

for an annual 
harvest of over 
150 maunds. 

That rice not 
only fed his 

family but also 
formed the basis of 

his income. “After losing 
my land, I could never afford 

to buy new fields again,” he said.
Sunil was left with only 15 

decimals of homestead land -- until 
that too was partially acquired for 
the Khulna-Mongla Railway Line 
construction in 2017. “Now I only 
have ten decimals. After losing my 
land, I became like a beggar. I have 
to buy rice from others to eat. I have 
nothing left that I can call my own.”

Today, Sunil and his family of five 
survive on the income from a small 
shop run by his son, Shashank 
Mondal.

Sunil’s story is not isolated. In his 
village of around 250 families, most 
lost their land to the airport project. 
With their farmlands gone, villagers 
now work as sharecroppers or have 
migrated elsewhere in search of 
jobs.

Across the broader area, 
including villages like Jhalbari, Par 
Gobindapur, Santoshpur, Kadamdi, 
Boro Nawabpur, Hogladanga, and 
Ranjitpur, at least 4,000 families 
have lost their land solely for the 
airport.
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Over 4,000 
cases pending 
in tribunals
Govt reaffirms zero 
tolerance; speakers stress 
coordinated efforts
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is pursuing a zero-tolerance 
policy against human trafficking while calling 
for coordinated action to dismantle organised 
trafficking networks, said speakers at an event 
yesterday. 

Speaking at the national observance of World 
Day Against Trafficking in Persons 2025, they 
also highlighted ongoing institutional and legal 
efforts to prevent and prosecute trafficking 
crimes.

The event was jointly organised by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs and the Bangladesh chapter of 
the United Nations Network on Migration at a city 
hotel.

At the programme, Khandakar Mohammad 
Mahbubur Rahman, additional secretary (Political 
and ICT Wing) of the Public Security Division 
under the home ministry, said seven divisional 
anti-trafficking tribunals have been established, 
with further plans to expand to high-risk areas 
and operationalise a national referral mechanism 
for victim support.

In a keynote presentation titled “The Current 
State of Anti-Trafficking Efforts in Bangladesh”, 
Aminul Islam, deputy secretary of the Security 
Division under the ministry, said as of 2024, 4,291 
human trafficking cases were pending in special 
tribunals.

Around 16,000 accused traffickers have been 
arrested, and 662 cases have been resolved. 
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COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
placed former chief justice 
ABM Khairul Haque on a 
seven-day remand in a case 
filed over manipulating the 
Supreme Court verdict on the 
caretaker government system.

Dhaka Additional Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate Md 
Sanaullah passed the order after police produced Khairul 
before the court with a 10-day remand prayer in the case, 
said a sub-inspector working at the court.

Amid tight security, Khairul, 81, was escorted to a 
courtroom of the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court 
around 9:45am. Thirty minutes later, he was taken back 
to the court’s lockup after hearing on the remand prayer.

During the hearing, police inspector Md Asaduzzaman 
said in the verdict on the 13th Amendment, four out of 
seven judges ruled in favour of retaining the caretaker 
government system. However, after retiring, he allegedly 
issued a fabricated verdict against the 13th Amendment.

At that time, standing in the dock, Khairul was seen 
saying twice, “Not correct.”

Asaduzzaman further said, “We’ve always known the 
saying, ‘the judge may be changed, but the judgement 
doesn’t.’ But he changed the judgement. Because of his 
verdict, three generations have been deprived of voting…”

Two more state lawyers -- Azizul Haque Didar and 
Shamsuddoha Suman -- also argued in favour of the 
remand.

Didar stated, “Sheikh Hasina is an illegal ruler. Khairul 
Haque was the one who laid the foundation for her to 
establish her as a long-term autocratic leader. The whole 
world saw what he did -- and so did you.”

Shamsuddoha said, “He was a bigger Awami League 
supporter than even Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He 
invalidated the verdict on the 13th Amendment and 
tarnished the judiciary…”

At that time, Khairul was also seen shaking his head 
in denial.

Yesterday, there was no lawyer to defend Khairul in the 
courtroom. Moreover, the magistrate did not hear any 
statement from him.

Ex-CJ Khairul 
remanded for 
seven days
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