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GOPALGANJ VIOLENCE

Case filed over 
attack on DC’s 
residence
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Another case has been filed over the July 16 attack on the 
Gopalganj deputy commissioner’s residence, bringing the 
total number of cases to 14 and the number of accused to 
15,735.

Gopalganj Sadar Police Station Assistant Sub-Inspector 
Faruk Hossain filed the latest case under the Anti-Terrorism 
Act on Tuesday night, confirmed Officer-in-Charge Mir 
Mohammad Sajedur Rahman to reporters yesterday.

The case names 41 leaders and activists of the Awami 
League and its affiliated organisations, along with 50 to 
60 unidentified individuals, the OC said.

On July 16, protesters allegedly attacked the DC’s 
residence during demonstrations aimed at disrupting 
the NCP’s rally, vandalising government property, and 
inciting public disorder.

Previously, police filed 13 other cases with the Sadar, 
Khashiani, Kotalipara, and Tungipara police stations. So 
far, law enforcers have arrested 336 people across the 
district in connection with the unrest.

Two more die of 
dengue; 386 get 
hospitalised
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least two dengue patients died while 386 others 
were hospitalised across the country in the 24 
hours till this morning, according to the DGHS.

Both deaths were reported in Dhaka.
With the latest figures, the total number of 

dengue-related deaths this year has risen to 81, while 
the number of reported cases has reached 20,702.

Of the total infected, 19,332 dengue patients 
have so far been released from hospitals, including 
15,221 from outside Dhaka. Currently, 1,289 dengue 
patients are undergoing treatment at different 
hospitals, 941 of whom are from outside the capital.

Two schoolgirls 
drown in river
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kishoreganj

Two schoolgirls drowned while bathing in the 
Narsunda river at Karimganj in Kishoreganj 
yesterday afternoon.

The incident occurred at Ashtaka Manikpur 
village in Gundhar union, police said.

The victims were Saifa Akhter, 10, daughter of 
Ratan Mia, a class four student, and Maymuna 
Akhter, 9, daughter of Ikhlas Mia, a class three 
student.

Azharul Islam, a member of the local union 
parishad, said the girls were playing near the 
riverbank close to their homes. At one point, they 
entered the water to bathe and went missing.

Locals later recovered their bodies from the 
river around 3:00pm.

Karimganj Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Sheikh Mohammad Mahbub Morshed said police 
visited the spot and that initial reports indicated 
the girls drowned.

I just did what any teacher should
FROM PAGE 3

The men, chanting slogans 
associated with the AL, were 
seen pushing her repeatedly. 
Later, police and bystanders 
escorted her behind a gate 
for safety. Even then, the 
men continued shouting 
insults in front of cameras.

Asked what gave her the 
courage that day, she simply 
said, “I just did what any 
teacher should. If we don’t 
stand by our students, who 
will?”

For nearly three weeks 
after the incident, Aklima 
said she lived under what felt 
like “house arrest”. The local 
AL office, only metres from 
her home, became a source 
of threats and fear.

“They threatened my 
husband and even the 
building’s doormen,” she 

said. “They’d say, ‘Let the 
right time come and we will 
deal with you.’”

Branded a traitor and 
“Razakar” by local thugs, she 
stopped leaving the house.

“Some of them have 
known me since childhood,” 
she said quietly. “But when 
it comes to political gains, 
people forget who you are.”

Still, she continued 
supporting her students 
remotely, as many were 
reaching out to her for 
guidance and reassurance.

“I told them whatever I 
could. If I could protect even 
one student, I felt I was doing 
my duty,” she said.

Though not politically 
active, Aklima said her 
conscience had been stirred 
earlier, on July 16, when 
Abu Sayed, a student of 
Begum Rokeya University in 
Rangpur, was killed.

“Abu Sayed was not 
my student. But he was 
a student. The fact that 
no teacher came forward, 
no one stood by his body, 
haunted me,” she said.

It was then that she made 
a promise to herself: “If 
something like this happens 
again, I will not stay silent.”

Aklima has lived her 
whole life in the same 
Badda neighbourhood. 

She completed her HSC at 
Holy Cross College and later 
studied philosophy at Dhaka 
University.

She recalled her 
university days in the early 
2000s, which were marked 
by unrest.

“There were processions, 
gunshots… We’d run to 
Kalabhaban to hide,” she 
said. “Our honours took 
eight years to complete. 
But I was never involved in 
politics. I was always focused 
on books and classes.”

Aklima’s dream is 
a revolution through 
curriculum, not slogans. 
“We need an education 
system that produces 
human beings, not just 
degree holders.”

Real reform, she believes, 
starts in classrooms -- with 
updated curricula, trained 
teachers, moral education, 
and above all, compassion.

“In universities, we say, 
‘Enter to learn, leave to 
serve.’ But right now, we 
are doing neither. That 
must change.”

She knows change is 
not possible overnight, but 
believes it can happen over 
generations. “I may not 
see it in my lifetime, but if 
we start now, maybe our 
grandchildren will see it.”

RAMPAL UPAZILA IN BAGERHAT

Shrinking farmland threatens 
livelihoods, food security

DIPANKAR ROY

Once a proud landowner and 
hardworking farmer in Daldaha 
village of Bagethat’s Rampal 
upazila, Sunil Kumar Mondal 
now lives on the edge of survival, 
clinging to the memory of a life 
that once revolved around his fields 
and harvests. 

Sunil, now in his sixties, lost 
all eight and a half bighas of his 
ancestral land over three separate 
acquisitions for the 
construction of Khan 
Jahan Ali Airport. 

A l t h o u g h 
compensated by 
the government 
according to 
the policies at 
the time, the 
payments were 
i n s u f f i c i e n t 
to purchase 
new land. Some 
money was saved, 
but much was 
spent over the years on 
unavoidable expenses.

“In 1996 my land was first 
acquired,” he told The Daily Star. “I 
was paid Tk 90,000 per bigha for 
the first phase -- around two and 
a half bighas. Later, another three 
bighas were acquired in 1996 and 
the rest in 2016.”

Each bigha of his land once 
yielded nearly 20 maunds of paddy 
during the Aman season, making 

for an annual 
harvest of over 
150 maunds. 

That rice not 
only fed his 

family but also 
formed the basis of 

his income. “After losing 
my land, I could never afford 

to buy new fields again,” he said.
Sunil was left with only 15 

decimals of homestead land -- until 
that too was partially acquired for 
the Khulna-Mongla Railway Line 
construction in 2017. “Now I only 
have ten decimals. After losing my 
land, I became like a beggar. I have 
to buy rice from others to eat. I have 
nothing left that I can call my own.”

Today, Sunil and his family of five 
survive on the income from a small 
shop run by his son, Shashank 
Mondal.

Sunil’s story is not isolated. In his 
village of around 250 families, most 
lost their land to the airport project. 
With their farmlands gone, villagers 
now work as sharecroppers or have 
migrated elsewhere in search of 
jobs.

Across the broader area, 
including villages like Jhalbari, Par 
Gobindapur, Santoshpur, Kadamdi, 
Boro Nawabpur, Hogladanga, and 
Ranjitpur, at least 4,000 families 
have lost their land solely for the 
airport.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

A case has been filed against a youth over the rape of a 
four-year-old girl in Sreenagar upazila of Munshiganj.

The victim’s mother filed the case against Al Amin 
Khan, 18, with Sreenagar Police Station yesterday, said Md 
Nazmul Huda Khan, officer-in-charge of the police station.

Quoting the family, OC Nazmul said the victim’s 
mother worked as a house help in the upazila.

According to the case statement, she had brought her 
daughter along to her workplace on Sunday.

Around 11:00am, Al Amin, who lived nearby, allegedly 
took the girl to an isolated place and raped her. He then 
fled the scene, it added.

Following the complaint, police launched an operation 
on Tuesday night to arrest the accused, but he has been in 
hiding since the incident, said the OC.

Youth sued over rape 
of 4-year-old girl


