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Russian strike
on UKkraine

prison Kills 17
Says Kyiv; Kremlin ‘noted’
Trump’s statement on
deadline for truce deal

AFP, Kyiv

A Russian airstrike on a prison in
southeastern Ukraine overnight killed 17
inmates and wounded dozens of others,
Kyiv said yesterday, after Washington
pressured Russia to end its invasion.

The strike came hours after US
President Donald Trump issued Moscow
with a new deadline to end its grinding
invasion of Ukraine -- now in its fourth
year -- or face tough new sanctions.

And it also comes on the three-
year anniversary of a strike on another
detention facility in occupied Ukrainian
territory that Kyiv blamed on Moscow and
that was reported to have killed dozens of
captured Ukrainian soldiers.

“It was a deliberate strike, intentional,
not accidental,” President Zelensky said.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told reporters Russia had “taken note” of a
statement by President Trump that he was
shortening his deadline for Moscow to agree
an end to the war in Ukraine or face new
sanctions on Russia and buyers of its exports.

Indian forces kill

three Pakistanis
behind April
attack: minister

REUTERS, New Delhi

Indian forces have Kkilled three Pakistanis
involved in the April attack on Hindu
tourists in the Jammu and Kashmir federal
territory in which 26 men were shot dead,
Home Minister Amit Shah said yesterday.

The attackers, who New Delhi said were
Pakistani nationals backed by Islamabad,
had opened fire in a valley popular with
tourists in Kashmir’s scenic, mountainous
region of Pahalgam, before fleeing into the
surrounding pine forests.

The attack led New Delhi to target
what it called “terrorist infrastructure” in
Pakistan and Pakistani Kashmir, leading
to four days of intense fighting between
the nuclear-armed neighbours before they
agreed (o a ceasefire.

“I want to tell ... the entire nation that
these were the three terrorists who Kkilled
our citizens ... and now all three have been
killed,” Shah told parliament during a
discussion on the India-Pakistan conflict.

The three were killed in an intense gun
battle in a Kashmir forest on Monday, the
Indian army said.

Pakistan has denied involvement in the
attack - the worst assault on civilians in
India since the 2008 Mumbai attacks - and
sought an independent investigation.
Shah said that India had a “lot of proof”
that the dead “terrorists” were Pakistanis
as security forces had recovered Pakistani
voter identity cards of two of them and
chocolates made in Pakistan.

Migrants board a smuggler’s inflatable dinghy yesterday in an attempt to cross the English Channel from the beach at

Gravelines, northern France.

THAI-CAMBODIA BORDER

Fighting halts amid
shaky ceaselire

Military commanders hold talks; border residents
begin returning home

A shaky ceasefire between Thailand and
Cambodia appeared to be holding yesterday, as
military commanders met despite Bangkok’s
allegations the truce had been breached with
overnight skirmishes.

Following peace talks in Malaysia on Monday,
both sides agreed an unconditional ceasefire
would start at midnight to end fighting over
a smattering of ancient temples in disputed
zones along their 800-kilometre (500-mile)
border.

Yesterday, the Thai military said Cambodian
troops “had launched armed attacks into
several areas” in “a clear attempt to undermine
mutual trust”, but said clashes later stopped.

Cambodia’s defence ministry spokeswoman
Maly Socheata insisted there had been “no
armed clashes against each other in any
regions”, reports AFP.

However, both sides said morning meetings
between rival military commanders along the
border -- scheduled as part of the pact -- had
gone ahead.

Thailand’s army said three meetings on the
frontier had seen senior officers agree to de-

escalation measures including “a halt on troop
reinforcements or movements that could lead
to misunderstandings”.

But a foreign affairs spokeswoman for
Bangkok’s border crisis centre, Maratee Nalita
Andamo, warned yesterday afternoon: “In this
moment, in the early days of the ceasefire, the
situation is still fragile”.

As calm returned to their disputed border,
displaced residents began to trickle back home,
reports Reuters.

Cambodian leader Hun Manet and Thai
acting Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai
shook hands over the ceasefire deal Monday at
peace talks hosted by Malaysia and attended by
delegates from the United States and China.

“I saw photos of the two leaders shaking
hands,” said 32-year-old pharmacy worker
Kittisak Sukwilai in the Thai city of Surin.

“I'just hope it’s not just a photo op with fake
smiles — and that those hands aren’t actually
preparing to stab each other in the back.”

In Cambodia’s Samraong city - 20
kilometres from the frontier - an AFP
journalist said the sound of blasts stopped in
the 30 minutes leading up to midnight, with
the lull continuing until midday.

Koon Kantho, 68, collects items from her house destroyed during Cambodia’s artillery attacks,

in Sisaket province, Thailand, yesterday.
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Houthis hold 10 crew
from Greek-operated
cargo ship

PHOTO: REUTERS

“We stopped
a war - we’ve
stopped
about

five wars.

So that’s
much more
important
than playing
goll.”

Says Trump while
formally opening
a new golf course
at his property in

Scotland

q

Beijing’s
extreme rain
‘trap’ kills 30

80,000 residents relocated;
roads damaged, power cut off

REUTERS, Beijing

Extreme weather Kkilled at least 30 people in
Beijing after a year’s worth of rain fell in less than a
week, forcing the relocation of more than 80,000
people, damaging roads and cutting off power
and communications in more than 130 villages.

Hundreds of flights and a number of train
services were delayed or suspended as the storms
peaked on Monday night, stretching the capital’s
disaster management capabilities and prompting
some experts to call the city a rain “trap”.

Most of the rain had converged on Beijing’s
mountainous north near the Great Wall, with at
least 28 deaths reported in the district of Miyun
and two in Yanqing, Xinhua reported. The state-
run news agency did not say when or how the
deaths occurred.

“The flood came in an instant, you just had no
buffer,” said Zhai, 33, who runs a grocery shop
in Miyun, now a disaster zone amid collapsed
bridges, mangled cars and shattered pipelines.

She showed Reuters the marks left behind as
the floodwaters receded.

West using nuke
demands as excuse
for confrontation

Says Iran’s Khamenei

REUTERS, Dubai
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
said yesterday that Western demands over
s Tehran’s  nuclear  programme
are an excuse to confront the
Islamic Republic, a day after
US President Donald Trump
warned about renewed

strikes if Iran restarts
nuclear work.
< “Nuclear  programme,
enrichment, human rights
are all excuses ... What they
are after is your religion and

knowledge,” Khamenei said.
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Yemen'’s Iran-aligned Houthis said on Monday they
had rescued 10 seafarers from the Greek-operated
cargo ship Eternity C, which they attacked and sank
in the Red Sea earlier this month.

The Liberia-flagged Eternity C was the second
ship to sink off Yemen this month after repeated
attacks by Houthi militants with sea drones and
rocket propelled grenades. Another Greek-operated
vessel, the Magic Seas, had gone down days earlier.

The Philippine government confirmed yesterday
nine of the rescued scafarers were Filipinos. Migrant
workers minister Hans Cacdac said the sailors were
in “good physical condition”.
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