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Mother and 
daughter found 
dead in Cumilla
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

A mother and her daughter were found dead at their 
rented home in Cumilla’s Burichang upazila yesterday 
morning.

The deceased were identified as Zaheda Akhter, 35, and 
her daughter Mishu Akhter, 14, said law enforcers.

Originally from Joynagar village in Feni’s Chhagalnaiya 
upazila, Zaheda, along with her husband Mir Hossain and 
daughter, had been living in a rented house in Rampur 
village, said police quoting family members. Citing family 
members and neighbours, Azizul Haque, officer-in-
charge of Burichang Police Station, said Hossain, a mason 
by profession, had borrowed money from various sources 
in Feni. 

However, he was unable to repay the loans. 
“Finding no other options, Hossain, went into hiding 

with his family members. He eventually rented a house in 
Cumilla’s Burichang upazila,” the police official added.

He said the bodies have been sent to Cumilla Medical 
College Hospital morgue for autopsy. 

The exact cause of death will be confirmed after the 
autopsy, added the OC.

No use for reforms

Ducsu polls
FROM PAGE 3

Hall union results will be 
declared at the respective 
counting centres, although 
the sealed ballot boxes will 
also be sent to the central 
office.

As per the electoral code 
of conduct, campaigning 
can begin only after the 
final voter list is published. 
From that date, candidates 
may campaign daily from 
10:00am to 11:00pm, until 
24 hours before election 
day.

Although Ducsu 
elections are meant to 
be held annually, the last 
election was held in 2019 
after a 29-year hiatus. 
Prior to that, DU last 
held the polls in 1990. 
Jahangirnagar University 
held its last central union 
election in 1992, Rajshahi 
University in 1989, and 
Chittagong University in 

1990.
The announcement 

follows months of debate 
over whether the polls 
should be held before 
or after the upcoming 
national election. Leaders 
of Bangladesh Chhatra Dal 
had demanded the vote 
be held after the national 
polls, while groups 
like Students Against 
Discrimination, Islami 
Chhatra Shibir, and several 
left-leaning student 
organisations had called 
for early elections.

Rajshahi University 
on Monday announced 
that its central union 
(Rucsu) election will be 
held on September 15. 
Jahangirnagar University 
earlier fixed September 
11, revising an earlier date 
of July 31. Chittagong 
University has yet to 
announce its schedule.

FROM PAGE 3

I think such reforms will 
be of no use,” he said while 
addressing a programme 
titled “Children in 
Democratic March” at the 
Kamal Ataturk Park in 
Banani.

The event was jointly 
organised by Amra BNP 

Poribar and Mayer Daak 
to honour the families of 
those who were forcibly 
disappeared or killed 
during the July uprising.

“I hope that our interim 
government, despite the 
delay, will prioritise their 
rehabilitation, considering 
the pain and suffering 
they have endured while 
searching for their fathers, 
relatives and brothers,” he 
said.

“Though a commission 
of inquiry on enforced 
disappearances was formed, 
it has only submitted a 
report. I don’t think they 
have made much progress 
in finding the missing 
people or uncovering the 
facts,” he said.

“Many secured 
powerful positions, 
some became ministers, 
others top officials, and 
many established large 
businesses. But when it 
comes to our children, we 
have not been able to move 
forward in the same way.”

He said the BNP expected 
the interim government to 
form a dedicated cell for the 
rehabilitation of victims’ 
families, but no such step 
has been taken.

Fakhrul reaffirmed that 
if the BNP returns to power 
with a public mandate in 
the next national election, 
it would take all necessary 
measures to support the 
rehabilitation of these 
families.

Govt nominates 
FROM PAGE 3

Another three were 
nominated by the 
association of newspaper 
owners or managers: The 
Financial Express Editor 
Shamsul Huq Zahid, Dainik 
Purbokone Editor Ramiz 
Uddin Chowdhury, and 
Adviser to the Newspaper 
Owners’ Association 
of Bangladesh Akhtar 
Hossain Khan.

The remaining three 
members are Director 
General of Bangla Academy 
Mohammad Azam 
(nominated by Bangla 
Academy), Secretary of 
the University Grants 
Commission Md Fakhrul 
Islam (nominated by the 
UGC), and Vice Chairman of 
the Bangladesh Bar Council 
Zainul Abedin (nominated 
by the Bar Council).
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Dengue 
cases cross 
20,000 mark
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One person died 
of dengue and 393 
new patients were 
hospitalised across the 
country in the 24 hours 
till yesterday morning, 
according to the DGHS.

With this, the total 
number of dengue cases 
this year has risen to 
20,316, while the death 
toll stands at 79.

So far, 18,951 patients 
have recovered from the 
disease, including 14,918 
from outside Dhaka. 

Currently, 1,286 
dengue patients are 
receiving treatment 
at various hospitals 
nationwide, 936 of them 
outside the capital.

Health experts 
attribute the rising 
fatalities to severe 
complications, such 
as multi-organ 
failure, dengue shock 
syndrome, and delayed 
hospitalisation.

Public health expert 
Dr Mushtaq Hussain 
said decentralising 
the healthcare system 
is vital to reducing 
dengue-related deaths. If 
patients can access early 
treatment, they are less 
likely to reach a critical 
stage, he said.

Classes resume at 
Kuet after 160 days
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Academic activities at Khulna University of Engineering 
and Technology (Kuet) resumed yesterday after a closure 
of 160 days. 

With students back, the once-silent campus sprang 
to life, restoring vibrancy and rhythm to classrooms, 
corridors, and university life.

By 9:30am, classes were already in session at the 
Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering 
(EEE), while other departments were making preparations 
to resume academic activities.

The students were seen arriving by university buses, 
vans, and rickshaws. Some were seen walking through the 

rain, getting drenched, while others chatted animatedly 
with friends.

However, due to the sudden announcement, many 
students were yet to return to campus. 

The decision to resume classes came after the 
university’s teachers’ association on Monday suspended 
its ongoing movement for three months. Later that day, 
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Illegal dams spell 
misery for locals

Canal blocked, fields flooded, aman season  
at risk in Patuakhali Sadar

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

At least 18 illegal dams built by influential 
locals for fish farming along the three-
kilometre-long Vaila Canal in Patuakhali 
Sadar upazila are causing severe 
waterlogging in the surrounding area, 
affecting around 1,500 acres of farmland 
and several hundred households.

The canal, which stretches from 
Sombaria Bazar to Akon Bari in Bhuria 
union and is about 100–120 metres wide, 
is connected to the Lohalia River at both 
ends -- one end 
with a sluice gate, 
while the other 
is dammed with 
earth, severely 
disrupting the 
natural flow of 
water.

T a k i n g 
advantage of 
this obstruction, 
some locals have 
constructed at 
least 18 dams, turning large parts of the 
canal into fish enclosures. As a result, 
heavy rainfall over the past month 
has submerged nearby croplands and 
household yards, ruining seedbeds and 
casting doubt over the ongoing Aman 
season.

During a visit to Vaila village on 
Monday, this correspondent found vast 
stretches of farmland under nearly three 
feet of water. Many farmers said they 
had tried to prepare seedbeds two or 
three times, but the seeds rotted due to 

stagnant water.
Bajlur Rahman Sikder, 55, who owns 

10 acres of farmland, said, “I prepared 
seedbeds twice, but the seeds rotted. Due 
to the dams, water can’t drain into canal.”

Rokeya Begum, a homemaker, said the 
stagnant water is also affecting livestock. 
“The cattle have no place to graze, and 
our house is flooded too.”

One of the fish farmers, Sobahan 
Howlader, who has built a dam in front 
of his house, admitted, “I’ve been farming 
fish here for four years. Others are doing 

the same. If they 
remove theirs, I will 
remove mine.”

Another fish 
farmer, Solaiman 
Howlader, said 
the dam in front 
of his house also 
facilitates easier 
movement during 
the rainy season. 
When asked 
whether he had 

permission to construct it, he said, “Many 
people have built dams. None of them 
took any permission.”

Assistant Agriculture Officer Abdus 
Sattar said, “The 18 illegal dams in the 
canal are causing serious waterlogging 
over 1,500 acres. I’ve reported this to the 
higher authorities.”

Contacted, Patuakhali Sadar UNO Iffat 
Ara Jaman Urmi said, “No one has lodged 
an official complaint about so many 
illegal dams in that canal. I will look into 
it and take steps to remove the dams.”
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