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both nationally and globally. 
She said advocacy efforts 

had led the Labour Reform 
Commission to include 
domestic workers in its 
draft recommendations.

They also called for 
a joint survey by the 
Bureau of Statistics and 
the Ministry of Labour to 
create a national database 
of domestic workers.

AHM Shafiquzzaman, 
secretary of the Ministry of 
Labour and Employment, 
said the draft law on 
domestic workers has 
been revised to remove 
exclusionary language. 

He said the government 
would soon ratify ILO 
Conventions 155, 187, 
and 190, which focus on 
occupational safety and 

protection from gender-
based violence.

Shireen Pervin Huq, 
founder of Naripokkho and 
head of Women’s Affairs 
Reform Commission, 
shared a set of 433 policy 
proposals addressing 
women’s labour rights. 

These include full legal 
coverage for domestic and 
sex workers, increased 
access to daycare, and paid 
parental leave.

“This is a historic 
opportunity,” she said. 
“Even during an interim 
government, reforms 
can proceed through a 
presidential ordinance.”

At the conference, 
domestic worker leaders 
Feroza Begum and Ruma 
Akhter presented a joint 
declaration with several 

demands. 
The demands included -- 

inclusion under the Labour 
Act with repeal of Section 
49; ADR provisions under 
Section 124 and complaint 
desks at labour institutions; 
amendment of Section 
332 to prevent abuse of 
women domestic workers; 
application of labour law 
in accessible language; 
national pensions, 
maternity benefits, and 
welfare coverage; education 
for children of domestic 
workers, including stipends 
and higher education 
access; low-cost housing 
and daycare services for 
working mothers; and legal 
recognition as employed 
women, with clear 
definitions of employers 
and contracts.

Review MoU with UN
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Referring to past incidents 
of enforced disappearances 
and extrajudicial killings, 
Salahuddin said the 
actual death toll from 
the 2013 Shapla Chattar 
crackdown has yet to be 
acknowledged. 

While recognising the 
need to address rights 
violations, he questioned 
the compatibility of 
Western human rights 
standards in the context 
of Bangladesh’s society 
and religious values.

“The Chittagong Hill 
Tracts issue is also there. 
If the UN uses human 
rights as a pretext in a way 
that could compromise 
the country’s territorial 
integrity, it must be taken 
seriously,” Salahuddin 
also said.

He also expressed 
concern over the global 
role of the UN Human 
Rights Commission, 
saying, “The human rights 
situation in Bangladesh 
is concerning, but what 
is happening in Gaza is 
far worse. In Palestine, 
Arakan, and other places, 
Muslims are facing severe 
oppression. Yet we do not 
see any significant action 
from the UN Human 
Rights Commission 
there.”

He mentioned that 
although the UN office 
has been approved for a 
three-year term, a review 
will take place after one 
or two years. He said the 

next elected government 
would decide whether 
to renew the agreement, 
and advised the interim 
government to thoroughly 
reassess the matter before 
implementation.

Hefazat’s Secretary 
General Sajidur Islam said 
the move goes against 
“the values of Islam” 
and promotes “western 
hegemony”.

Its Joint Secretary 
General Mamunul Haque 
said, “Issues involving 
religion and national 
sovereignty require 
scrutiny and input from 
Hefazat-e-Islam.”

AB Party Chairman 
Mujibur Rahman Monju 
alleged that UN Women 
has long promoted 
western values in 
Bangladesh.

Gono Odhikar Parishad 
President Nurul Haque 
Nur said, “A pro-American 
government is running 
the country now. Making 
such decisions without 
any discussion is a form of 
authoritarianism.” 

Jahangir Alam of the 
National Democratic 
Party; Col (retd) 
Mohammad Abdul Haque, 
chairman of Retired 
Armed Forces Officers 
Welfare Association; 
Inqilab journalist Munshi 
Abdul Mannan; and 
Rezaul Karim Abrar, 
president of Bangladesh 
Mujahid Committee, also 
spoke, among others.

Four DIGs sent
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According to the 
notifications, the officials 
have been retired 
under Section 45 of the 
Government Service Act, 
2018.

According to the 
section, “The government 
may, at any time after the 
completion of 25 (twenty-
five) years of service of a 
government servant, retire 
him from service if it thinks 
necessary in the public 
interest, without showing 
any reason.”

Hasina, top AL
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On that day, AL leaders 
and activists carried out a 
pre-planned attack on the 
movement. Bullet-hit Ilim 
died at Gazipur Shaheed 
Tajuddin Ahmed Medical 
College Hospital.

AL General Secretary 
Obaidul Quader, 
former home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan, former 
Liberation War Affairs 
minister AKM Mozammel 
Haque, and 42 leaders and 
activists of AL are also 
among the accused.

Some 300 to 400 
unnamed people were also 
made accused.

ACC sues Rehana’s son Bobby
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Additionally, suspicious 
transactions amounting 
to Tk 12.48 crore were 
reportedly carried out 
through three bank 
accounts in his name.
NURUL HUDA UNDER 

ACC RADAR

ACC has launched an 
investigation into allegations 
of misappropriation 
of government funds 
amounting to Tk 7.47 
crore against former Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) KM Nurul Huda and 
several officials from his 
tenure.

Speaking to reporters, 
Akhtar Hossain said the 
investigation was initiated 

following allegations that 
fake training programmes 
were organised in violation 
of official policy, leading to 
the embezzlement of Tk 7.47 
crore from the EC’s funds.

He said, “The expenditure 
was made under the 
pretense of training for the 
11th National Election and 
the 5th Upazila Parishad 
Election. However, the 
use of funds reportedly 
took place without the 
Finance Ministry’s approval 
and in violation of the 
commission’s own financial 
regulations.”
NO BAR TO PROBE SAD 

LEADERS’ WEALTH  

Akhtar Hossain said, 
“There is no legal 

barrier to investigating 
allegations of illegal wealth 
accumulation against 
leaders of the Students 
Against Discrimination 
(SAD) if specific complaints 
are filed.”

Recently, five individuals, 
including four leaders of 
the SAD, were arrested on 
extortion charges.

Akhtar said, “Extortion 
itself does not fall under 
the ACC’s jurisdiction. 
However, if someone has 
accumulated wealth beyond 
known sources of income, 
that falls within our legal 
scope. If there are specific 
and credible allegations, 
we have no obstacle in 
initiating an inquiry.”

Planned attempt
FROM PAGE 3

Office assistant Abdul 
Malek died on the spot. 
Md Faruk, the driver of 
the cooperative’s general 
secretary, later died from 
burn injuries.

Initially, police 
suspected the fire was 
caused by an air conditioner 
explosion. But following 
a case filed by Moshiur 
Rahman, the cooperative’s 
general secretary and a 
retired secretary, the PBI 
began an investigation and 
found evidence suggesting 
foul play.

Speaking at a press 
briefing at the PBI’s office 
in the capital’s Kalyanpur, 
PBI Commissioner Abdur 
Rahman said investigators 
reviewed CCTV footage and 
found a masked individual 
entering the fifth floor 
and disabling a security 
camera.

Using AI technology, the 
individual was identified 
as Ashraful Islam, who 
was later arrested in 
Kurigram. His statement 
led to the arrest of BIAM 
administrative officer 
Zahidul Islam from Dhaka’s 
Bashundhara area.

Rahman said Ashraful 
and Zahidul knew each 
other from Kurigram. A 
few months before the 
incident, Zahidul brought 
Ashraful to Dhaka and 
accommodated him at a 
three-star hotel.

According to 
investigators, Zahidul, 
Ashraful, Malek, and 
Faruk planned the arson 

to destroy sensitive 
documents. Zahidul 
reportedly promised to pay 
them Tk 10–12 lakh after 
the job was done.

On the night of the 
incident, Ashraful turned 
off the CCTV camera. 
Malek and Faruk entered 
the office, soaked key 
documents in petrol, and 
set them on fire. Ashraful 
left the scene just before a 
massive explosion rocked 
the room.

Malek died immediately, 
while Faruk sustained 
severe burns. Ashraful fled 
the building and returned 
to the hotel. Zahidul later 
went to the scene and, with 
Ashraful’s help, took Faruk 
to the National Institute of 
Burn and Plastic Surgery, 
where he died during 
treatment.

The PBI said the 
perpetrators did not 
anticipate an explosion 
and had only intended 
to burn documents. The 
nature and contents of the 
destroyed documents are 
still being investigated.

“We’ve completed the 
first phase of the probe,” 
Rahman said. “Next, we 
will try to identify what 
was in those documents 
and whether others were 
involved.”

He said, “Although one 
of the CCTV cameras was 
turned off, the others were 
working. From there, we 
found a masked image of 
Ashraful and identified 
him based on his prior 
visits to the office.”
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