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AL leader dies 
in Munshiganj 
jail custody
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Munshiganj

Sarowar Hossain Nannu, 
60, an Awami League leader 
and accused in a murder 
and explosives case, died in 
custody at Munshiganj Jail 
early yesterday.

A former joint general 
secretary of the Awami 
League’s Munshiganj Sadar 
upazila unit, Nannu had 
been in custody since May 5 
over the killing of one Sajal 
during the July uprising on 
August 4.

Around 3:30am, he 
complained of chest 
pain. Jail authorities 
provided initial treatment 
before transferring him 
to Munshiganj General 
Hospital, where he was 
declared dead at 4:30am.

Dr Ataul Gani, the 
attending emergency 
physician, said symptoms 
indicated a heart attack. 
Jail Super Md Enayet Ullah 
confirmed the sequence of 
events.

Munshiganj Sadar Police 
Station OC Saiful Alam 
said an unnatural death 
(UD) case was filed and 
an autopsy completed. 
Preliminary findings 
suggest natural causes. 
No complaints have been 
received from the family.

High Court
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Court lawyers Uptal 
Biswas and Abeda Gulrukh 
seeking necessary orders.

Advocate Utpal Biswas 
told The Daily Star 
that nine children were 
detained from Gopalganj 
after the July 16 violence 
till July 21.

Later on, more children 
were arrested without 
any specific case, he said, 
adding that the provisions 
of the Children Act and 
the UN convention of child 
rights are not being applied 
on them.

Under the provisions, 
a particular officer must 
be assigned to look after 
and ensure the children’s 
wellbeing and good health 
after any child is arrested.

When children will be 
brought to the children 
court, the lawyers and 
the police cannot wear 
their professional dress so 
that the children do not 
become traumatised, he 
said, adding that these 
provisions in respect of 
the children detained 
in Gopalganj are being 
violated.

Dhaka lost 60%
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stands on the brink of 
climate collapse. Cities 
like Singapore and Seoul 
maintain tree cover of 30 
to 47 percent. Even Delhi 
and Jakarta are ahead. 
Only Karachi ranks below 
us -- and we are headed in 
that direction fast.”

He stressed the need 
to reverse this trend 
by adopting a nature-
integrated development 
model inspired by cities like 
Singapore -- but adapted 
with local knowledge and 
equity. 

“This is not about 
cosmetic greenery,” 
he added. “We need a 
structural shift that 
recognises ecological 
rights as central to 
climate survival and urban 
sustainability. The state 
and citizens must act as 
guardians, not masters, of 
nature.”

Dr Riffat Mahmood, 
associate professor 
of Geography and 
Environment at Jagannath 
University, emphasised 
the need for innovative, 
c o m m u n i t y - d r i v e n 
approaches.

“Transforming flyovers 
into vertical gardens, 
engaging youth through 
environmental education, 
and empowering 
communities with 

stewardship models are 
essential. These not only 
enhance green space but 
foster shared responsibility 
for nature and long-term 
environmental resilience.”

Reflecting on a recent 
ruling by the International 
Court of Justice, Change 
Initiative called for urgent, 
measurable actions, 
including enacting 
legislation to recognise 
the Rights of Nature, 
criminalising wetland 
and forest encroachment, 
reforming the Detailed 
Area Plan (DAP) to include 
ecological buffers and 
critical zones, limiting 
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) 
in environmentally 
sensitive areas, restoring 
waterbodies, and 
empowering communities 
as stewards of natural 
resources.

As part of a medium-
term strategy, the 
organisation also 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
implementing targeted 
nature-based solutions 
tailored for Dhaka, 
prioritising low-income 
and densely populated 
areas for green investment, 
planting 56.5 square 
kilometres of trees in 
nature-deprived zones, and 
restoring wetlands to help 
reduce urban heat by up to 
one degree Celsius.

AK Ratul, vocalist of Owned
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2007 -- played a vital role 
in shaping Bangladesh’s 
underground music scene, 
leaning heavily towards nu-
metal and grunge-inspired 
music. With their debut 
album “1” released in 2014, 
second album “2” in 2017 
and the EP “Eighteen” 
released in 2021, the band 
garnered a huge following, 
owing to their fresh sound 
and particularly Ratul’s 
unique vocal prowess.

Beyond his role as the 
Owned frontman, AK 

Ratul was also known in 
the industry as a stellar 
producer, having created 
many hit albums and 
singles for other bands in 
the rock community.

He was the son of late 
legendary Bangladeshi actor 
Abul Khayer Jashim Uddin, 
better known as Jashim. His 
brothers, AK Rahul and AK 
Samee, are also prominent 
names in the country’s rock 
music scene.

An air of shock and 
grief surrounds the music 
industry as Ratul, who was 

in his mid-thirties, left too 
soon with a stellar musical 
legacy.

His namaz-e-janaza 
was held post-Maghrib at 
the Park Mosque in Uttara 
Sector 7. He was laid to 
rest beside his father at the 
Banani Graveyard.

Mohammad 
Al Haroon 
passes away
CITY DESK

Mohammad 
Al Haroon, 
a former 
ambassador, 
passed away 
on Saturday. 
He was 79, 
said a press release.

He is survived by his two 
children, wife, and a host 
of relatives, friends, and 
well-wishers to mourn his 
death.

His namaz-e-janaza will 
be held at Azad Mosque, 
Gulshan, after the Zohr 
prayers on Tuesday. 

A doa mahfil and 
qulkhwani will be held at 
his residence on Friday 
after Asr prayers.
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AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

Repair work on a six-kilometre stretch of the 
Pabna-Pakshey road, carried out by the Roads 
and Highways Department at a cost of Tk 89 
lakh, has reportedly been washed away within 
days due to rain, leaving the road in a hazardous 
state.

Locals alleged that substandard materials 
were used to fill potholes, resulting in the entire 
repair work deteriorating within a week of 
completion.

The road is one of the busiest in the district 
as it connects the Pabna BSCIC industrial area, 
Pabna Mental Hospital, and Pabna Medical 
College.

“I need to travel to Pabna BSCIC twice a day, but 
now it’s difficult because of the series of potholes,” 
said Md Amirul Islam, a factory owner in the area. 
“When the repairs began weeks ago, we were 
hopeful. Unfortunately, there is no trace of the 
work now.”

Residents said poor quality brick chips and 
sand were used in the repairs, which were washed 
away by rain within a couple of days.

“Repairing work was too substandard to last 
even a week. When it rained, the road returned to 
its sorry state,” said Md Ziaul Haque, a resident of 
Chatiyani area.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Md Sadekur 
Rahman, sub-divisional engineer of RHD Pabna, 
confirmed that Tk 89.18 lakh was allocated last 
month to repair the six-kilometre stretch.

“After the work was completed, there was rain, 
which damaged the repairs. We have already 
issued a letter to the bidder,” Sadekur said. “The 
bidder has assured us that the road will be repaired 
again after the rainy season, and only then will the 
bill be paid.”

According to RHD sources, Aminul Traders, a 
Naogaon-based construction firm, was awarded 
the work order.

This correspondent could not reach the 
contractor for comment.

Tk 89 lakh Pabna 
road repair work 
washed away 
within days

3 more die of dengue, 
409 hospitalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least three dengue patients 
died and 409 were hospitalised 
in the last 24 hours till 8:00am 
yesterday.

Of the deaths, two were 
reported in the capital 
and one in Rajshahi 
division, as per the 
Directorate General 
of Health Services.

With this, the 
death toll stands 
at 76 and the total 
number of cases rose to 
19,529.

Among the total number 
of cases, 18,223 patients have 
been released, of which 14,398 
were from outside Dhaka.

Currently, 1,230 patients 

are undergoing treatment at 
different hospitals across the 
country, of which 859 are from 
outside the capital.

Health experts attribute 
the rising fatalities to severe 

complications, such as 
multi-organ failure, 

dengue shock 
syndrome, delayed 
hospitalisation, and 
underlying health 
conditions.

Public health 
expert Dr Mushtaq 

Hussain said 
decentralising the healthcare 

system is vital to reducing 
dengue-related deaths.

If patients can access early 
treatment, they are less likely 
to reach a critical stage, he said.

Md Abdul 
Bari Sheikh 
no more
CITY DESK

Md Abdul 
Bari Sheikh, 
a politician, 
s o c i a l 
w o r k e r , 
and writer, 
passed away 
at a hospital in Dhaka 
yesterday due to lung and 
cardiac complications. 

He was 76.
He breathed his last 

around 9:45am at Labaid 
Hospital in Dhanmondi, 
said a press release.  

Md Abdul Bari Sheikh 
left behind a legacy of 
service and compassion.

Five family members, including three children without helmets, riding on a motorbike on Mirpur Road in the 
Shyamoli area of Dhaka yesterday. Such unsafe travel puts them at serious risk of accidents.
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POLLS OBSERVERS

EC invites 
applications 
from local orgs
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC) 
yesterday invited applications from 
private local organisations interested 
in registering as election observers.

According to a notice signed by 
Md Shariful Alam, director (public 
relations) of the EC Secretariat, 
applications must be submitted in 
the prescribed format by 5:00pm on 
August 10, addressed to the senior 
secretary of the EC Secretariat.

The call for applications comes 
after the Election Observation Policy 
2025 was issued on July 17, which 
cancelled the registration of 96 
observer organisations that were 
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