
NEWS
Spirit of 1971 
FROM PAGE 3

“We want a Bangladesh 
where there will be no 
discrimination, where 
people of all religions and 
identities will live with 
equal rights. A beautiful, 
prosperous Bangladesh 
-- where no one will die 
due to lack of treatment, 
where everyone will have 
the right to education, 
where everyone will receive 
justice,” said Sohel Taj.

Jon F Danilowicz, 
executive director of Right 
to Freedom and a former 
US diplomat in Bangladesh, 
said he sees a straight line 
of continuity between 
1971 and 2024. He said the 
struggle and the fight last 
year deserved recognition.

Taj Imam Ahmad Ibn 
Munir, the grandson of 
Tajuddin Ahmad, and 
Gokul VK, first secretary 
(political & press) at the 
High Commission of India 
in Dhaka, were also present 
at the programme.

Eminent jurist Dr 
Kamal Hossain, one of 
the principal architects 
of the Constitution of 
Bangladesh, was present.

Among others, Abul 
Kashem Fazlul Haq, 
president of Bangla 
Academy; Fauzia Moslem, 
president of Bangladesh 
Mahila Parishad; Matiur 
Rahman, editor of Bangla 
daily Prothom Alo, and 
Barrister Sara Hossain were 
present at the programme. 

Muyeedul Hasan, who 
served as a special assistant 
to Tajuddin Ahmad 

during the Liberation War, 
unveiled two books on 
Tajuddin. The books are -- 
Shotoborshe Songshoptok 
and Muktir Kanthoshwar.

At the event, the 
organisers also presented a 
video documentary on the 
life of Tajuddin Ahmad.

Without reforms, future govts may become autocratic
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Majumdar explained. 
“One category can be 
implemented easily through 
executive decisions by 
the government. We are 
pressuring the government 
to implement these reforms 
quickly.”

“The other involves 
sensitive, fundamental 
reforms. We need to reach a 
national consensus on these, 
which is what the National 
Consensus Commission is 
working to achieve.”

He outlined key proposals, 
including introducing a 
proportional representation 
system in an upper house of 
parliament and establishing 
checks and balances on the 
prime minister’s power.

“The constitution cannot 
be changed arbitrarily in 
the name of a two-thirds 

majority,” he said, adding 
that appointments to key 
constitutional posts like 
the Election Commission 
must be made through a 
transparent process.

Professor Tofail 
Ahmed, chief of the Local 
Government Reform 
Commission, said local 
government elections 
should have been prioritised 
over national polls.

He noted that a recent 
survey shows around 66 
percent of people want local 
government polls to be held 
as soon as possible. About 
86 percent of people in the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) 
are demanding elections for 
their three district councils, 
where a vote has not been 
held for decades.

He insisted the 
government should use its 

executive powers without 
needing to consult political 
parties on every detail. “The 
political parties do not own 
us,” he said.

“There are 18 chapters in 
our local government reform 
proposals. Is there any 
discussion on them? No,” 
he said. “We also proposed 
four draft laws on how local 
governments should be 
governed. We explained why 
these laws are necessary. But 
there is no discussion on any 
of it. Just check if there are 
any errors, edit them, and 
pass the laws,” he added.

He specifically called for 
the passage of a proposed 
law to create a Local 
Government Commission, 
and another to enable direct 
elections in the three district 
councils of the CHT.

He said nationwide local 

government elections could 
be held within 30 to 45 days 
if conducted in phases under 
a single schedule, rather 
than the existing system of 
five separate schedules.

Tajnuva Jabeen of the 
National Citizen Party said 
reform discussions have 
been “monopolised by only a 
few parties and individuals.”

She also discussed 
persistent discrimination 
against women, who she 
said are caught between “the 
government, the state, and a 
patriarchal political system.”

“Since 1971, before I was 
even born, women have been 
demanding direct polls in 
reserved seats. Now, I’m still 
asking for it. It is a matter of 
shame that even now, many 
are not in agreement,” she 
said.

“When we speak to 

female leaders within 
political parties off-stage, 
off-camera, we see we are 
on the same page. But when 
they speak in front of the 
camera, they just repeat the 
talking points given by their 
parties,” she added.

Offering the BNP’s 
perspective, senior party 
leader Shama Obaed said 
her party supports reform.

“There is a narrative that 
BNP does not want reforms, 
but that is not true. We have 
proposed 28-point and 
31-point reform plans. Many 
of the issues raised here are 
included in our 31-point 
plan.”

“We must move past 
partisan politics -- whether 
one is pro-China or pro-
America. Our biggest 
identity is that we are pro-
Bangladesh.”

Nurul Huq Nur, president 
of the Gono Odhikar 
Parishad, alleged that 
the government has not 
announced dates for local 
government elections simply 
because the BNP opposes 
them. “They are making all 
their decisions with only one 
party in mind,” he added.

Nur said that despite 
widespread discussions, real 
change remains elusive. “We 
keep talking about reforms, 
but it’s clear that everything 
depends on the BNP.”

The event was presided 
over by SHUJAN’s acting 
president, Justice MA Matin.

Others who spoke at 
the forum included Munir 
Haidar, special assistant 
to the chief adviser, and 
Jasmine Tuli, a member 
of the Electoral Reform 
Commission.

Institutional reforms a must to ensure rights
FROM PAGE 3

Even in the 2013 city 
corporation elections 
under Sheikh Hasina’s 
government, opposition 
candidates won in several 
cities, he said, adding 
that later, when the fear 
of losing power became 
indefinite, the Awami 
League began misruling. 
“Losing power within a 
five-year term can keep a 
political party in check, 
discouraging misconduct 
and rights violations,” he 
added.

Rights activist Nur Khan 
Liton said as the country 
marks one year since the 

July uprising, concerns 
have emerged over the 
rise of new groups whose 
behaviour mirrors the very 
authoritarianism that was 
ousted.

“We must remain 
vigilant to ensure that we 
do not repeat the same 
fascist practices we once 
opposed,” he said, adding 
that fascism doesn’t exist 
only within state powers, 
but also in psychological 
and cultural spaces.

Huma Khan, senior 
human rights adviser 
at the UN Resident 
Coordinator’s office in 
Bangladesh, referred to the 

recommendations made by 
the United Nations Human 
Rights in their report on 
rights violations during the 
July uprising.

She said a repeat of 
last year’s crackdown can 
only be avoided through 
structural reforms 
mentioned in the report -- 
including the dissolution 
of Rab, ensuring judicial 
independence, addressing 
economic inequality, and 
ending the culture of 
political revenge.

Dhaka University 
Law Faculty Dean Prof 
Muhammad Ekramul 
Haque said if the judiciary 

itself becomes complicit in 
fascism, the values written 
in the Constitution remain 
unrealised.

He said law enforcement 
agencies play a major 
role in upholding human 
rights, but they must serve 
the rule of law, not political 
interests.

Barrister Sara Hossain, 
executive director of the 
Bangladesh Legal Aid and 
Services Trust (BLAST), 
said people like Michael 
Chakma and Barrister 
Arman were forcibly 
disappeared during the 
previous government’s 
tenure for speaking out 

on the rights of citizens, 
workers, and ethnic 
communities.

“Many have lost their 
lives or their eyesight 
during the July movement 
just for demanding basic 
rights. Even after such 
serious human rights 
violations, a section of 
society still denies these 
brutalities -- both inside 
and outside the country,” 
she said.

Families of July-August 
uprising victims and 
survivors of enforced 
disappearances during 
the AL regime shared 
their experiences at the 

programme.
Sanjida Khan, mother 

of Shaheed Shahriar Khan, 
said, “We live in a country 
where human rights are 
violated at every level. The 
bullets that pierced my 
son’s chest were bought 
with the taxes I paid. The 
very security forces meant 
to protect us have become 
the killers of our children.”

Michael Chakma, 
a survivor of enforced 
disappearance, recalled the 
trauma his family endured. 

HRSS Chairperson 
Barrister Shahzada Al-
Amin Kabir presided over 
the event.
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In a written statement, 
Member Secretary 
Mohammad Bilal Hossain 
said, “UTL’s vision is to build 
a dignified, independent, 
and ethical academia. Its 
mission includes ensuring 
safe campuses, protecting 
the interests of teachers 
and students, participating 
in policy-making, and 
fostering an environment 
for knowledge cultivation.”

He further said that the 
platform’s “short-term 
goals include forming UTL 
units across universities, 
ethical protection for 
teachers, organising 
seminars and workshops, 
curriculum reform, and 
developing a scholar 
network” and that their 
“long-term goals include 
connecting expert 
educators, enhancing 
capacity, formulating 
national education policy, 
establishing research 
funds, and fostering 
international cooperation.”

“UTL membership is 
open to teachers of any 
university who align with 
its principles,” he added.


