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Salahuddin 
Faroque’s 
death anniv
CITY DESK

The 33rd 
anniversary 
of death 
of Md 
Salahuddin Faroque, the 
managing director of 
Modhumita Group, will 
be observed today, said a 
press release.

He was the eldest son 
of late Md Sirajuddin, 
founder of Modhumita 
Group.  His relatives, 
friends and well-wishers 
are requested to pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.
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Tidal surge inundates
FROM PAGE 3

“I struggled to board the 
launch with my family 
due to the submerged 
gangway,” said passenger 
Anwar Hossain.

Md Tajul Islam, WDB 
sub-assistant engineer, 
confirmed that water in 
the Meghna at Tajumuddin 
point is flowing 1.12 metres 
above the danger mark, 
resulting in a tidal surge 
of up to five feet in some 
areas, especially along the 
Meghna’s coastal belt.

Md Jasim, BIWTA 
inspector in Bhola, said 
water levels began rising on 
Friday noon, submerging 
pontoons and gangways 
at Bhola River Port. This 
situation has continued for 
two days. 

Md Hasanuzzaman, 
executive engineer of the 
WDB in Bhola, confirmed 
water is flowing up to five 
feet above the danger level 
in some areas. “While low-
lying areas are inundated, 
embankments are still 
holding firm,” he added.

He said the low-pressure 
system and high winds 

are also significantly 
accelerating the rise in 
water levels.

In Rajapur union of 
Bhola Sadar upazila, most 
areas have gone underwater, 
leaving hundreds marooned. 
“This is the highest tide I’ve 
seen this year. Our homes 
are submerged under at least 
two feet of water. Roads, 
ponds -- everything is under 
water,” said Alauddin Majhi, 
a local resident.

Another resident, 
Jasim Mia, said, “Before 
we could even prepare, 
household items were 
soaked. With roads 
submerged, it’s impossible 
to reach hospitals with sick 
patients.”

The tidal surge has also 
submerged homes in low-
lying areas of Tajumuddin 
and Monpura upazilas.

In Barishal city, 
areas like Palashpur, 
Amanatganj, Rupatoli, 
and Rasulpur have been 
hit by waterlogging. In 
19 slum areas along the 
riverbanks, thousands of 
residents are now stranded 
by floodwaters.
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The University of Asia Pacific (UAP) held its 11th 
convocation ceremony at Senaprangon, Dhaka 
Cantonment yesterday, said a press release.

Prof Bidhan Ranjan Roy Podder, adviser to the 
Ministry of Primary and Mass Education, attended 
as the chief guest and conferred degrees.

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Tun Dr 
Mahathir bin Mohamad addressed graduates via 
a special video message, while UGC Chairman 
Prof SMA Faiz attended as special guest. Engineer 
Mohammad Enayetur Rahman, CEO and president 
of Ulkasemi Pvt Ltd, delivered the convocation 
speech. Mahbuba Haque, chairperson of UAP 
board of trustees; and Vice Chancellor Prof 
Qumrul Ahsan also spoke. The adviser to the VC 
Prof Mohiuddin Ahmed Bhuiyan, delivered the 
welcome speech, and Brig Gen (retd) Prof AKM 
Nazrul Islam was the marshal of the convocation.

UAP holds 11th 
convocation

KALAPARA IN PATUAKHALI

Embankment collapses 
months after repair

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

An embankment in the 
Karamjatala area of Patuakhali’s 
Kalapara upazila, repaired at a cost 
of Tk 1.5 crore only seven months 
ago, has partially collapsed into 
the Rabnabad River following tidal 
surges over the last two days.

Around 400 feet of the 1.12km 
embankment, including geo-
bags placed to protect it, have 
been washed away, leaving the 
remaining section at high risk of 
erosion, according to locals.

According to the Water 
Development Board (WDB) office 
in Kalapara circle, geo-bags were 
placed between the 13th and 
14.120th kilometre of polder 54/A 
in January this year as part of 
emergency protection work.

Md Rezaul, a small trader from 
the area, said, “During the tidal 
surges on Friday and yesterday, a 
large portion of the embankment 

along with the geo-bags was 
devoured by the river. Now water 
is entering the croplands. We’re 
terrified that the remaining 
portion of the embankment will 
also collapse, putting our homes 
at risk.”

Bidya Ratan Sarker, sub-
assistant engineer of the WDB in 

Kalapara, who was tasked with 
monitoring the repair work, said 
the area is extremely vulnerable 
to high waves from the Rabnabad 
River.

“Geo-bags were used as an 
emergency measure. Soil was 
scarce and had to be brought 
from distant locations, but the 
work was done properly. However, 
the location urgently needs 
permanent protection using 
concrete blocks,” he said.

Shah Alam, executive engineer 
of the WDB, echoed the concerns, 
calling the spot “critical”.

“There is little space inside the 
embankment line. If adequate land 
and soil are available, an alternative 
embankment with permanent 
protection can be constructed. 
Otherwise, it will be difficult to 
prevent erosion in the long run. 
We’re assessing the situation and 
will act as per instructions from 
higher authorities,” he added.

Fifth death 
anniversary of 
Amanul Islam
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
fifth death 
anniversary 
of former 
adviser to 
a caretaker 
government 
AKM Amanul Islam 
Choudhury.

He passed away on 
this day in 2020 after 
contracting Covid-19.

Amanul served as 
communications, power, 
energy, water and mineral 
resources adviser in 2001.

Brother of prominent 
educationist and intellectual 
Professor Emeritus Serajul 
Islam Choudhury, Amanul 
stood first class first from 
electrical engineering 
department of Ahsanullah 
Engineering College (now 
Buet) in 1958. He also 
obtained first position from 
engineering in the public 
service commission exam in 
then undivided Pakistan.

19th death 
anniversary 
of Novera 
Deepita
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
19th death 
anniversary 
of Novera 
Deepita, a 
j o u r n a l i s t 
of The Daily 
Star and a gold medalist 
student of the Department 
of Mass Communication 
and Journalism of the 
University of Dhaka. 

Novera passed away on 
July 27, 2006. 

She is survived by her 
mother, two brothers, one 
sister, and a host of friends 
and well-wishers.

To mark the death 
anniversary, Novera’s 
family members will offer 
prayers at her grave in 
Azimpur graveyard. 

They have also requested 
all to pray for the salvation 
of her departed soul.

3 more die of dengue
FROM PAGE 3

At least 31 dengue patients 
have died in the first 26 
days of July, including 11 in 
last six days, highlighting 
the alarming trajectory 
of this year’s dengue 
outbreak.

According to data from 
DGHS, dengue-related 
deaths stood at 19 in 
June, 3 in May, 7 in April, 
3 in February, and 10 in 
January.

Health experts attribute 
the rising fatalities to 

severe complications, such 
as multi-organ failure, 
dengue shock syndrome, 
delayed hospitalisation, 
and underlying health 
conditions.

Public health expert 
Dr Mushtaq Hussain 
said decentralising the 
healthcare system is vital 
to reducing dengue-related 
deaths.

If patients can access 
early treatment, they are 
less likely to reach a critical 
stage, he said.


