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The 33rd 
anniversary 
of death 
of Md 
Salahuddin Faroque, the 
managing director of 
Modhumita Group, will 
be observed today, said a 
press release.

He was the eldest son 
of late Md Sirajuddin, 
founder of Modhumita 
Group.  His relatives, 
friends and well-wishers 
are requested to pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.
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Only literature can safeguard humanity
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Nirbachito Debdut (fiction), 
Muhammod Farid Hasan 
for Shotoborshey Cha-
Shramik Andolon: Deadline 
20 May 1921 (essay-research), 
Shorolipi (Rashida Khatun) 
for Ekattore Oboruddho 
Diner Dusahosh: Shagai 
Fort Escape (Liberation War 
and revolution), and Niaz 
Mahmud for Tilkumarer 
Jatra (children’s literature).

The event was held at 
Bengal Shilpalaya in Dhaka.

The winners received Tk 
2 lakh each as prize money 

along with a crest and a 
certificate. The award was 
sponsored by City Bank.

Addressing the event as 
chief guest, Professor Serajul 
Islam Choudhury said Kali 
O Kalam’s recognition of 
young writers is significant 
at a time when book-reading 
habits have been declining 
amid stiff competition from 
technology.

He said technology 
is supposed to support 
literature’s growth, but the 
opposite can be seen -- and 
the main reason behind 

this is the individuals who 
control technology.

He stressed the 
importance of rejuvenating 
libraries to bring back 
book-reading habits among 
people and to develop 
various cultural practices 
centred around them.

Congratulating the award 
recipients, he said humanity 
and creativity are now under 
threat -- caught between the 
exploitation of capitalism 
on one side and the rapid 
advancement of artificial 
intelligence on the other. 
Literature, he said, is a social 
asset, and only literature can 
safeguard humanity and 
creativity in such times.

Moderating the event, 
Bengal Foundation Director 
General and Kali O Kalam 
editorial board member 
Luva Nahid Choudhury 
said the magazine has been 
giving the award since 2008 
with the aim to inspire 
young Bangladeshi poets 
and writers and accelerate 
youth involvement in 
different creative fields.

Presiding over the 
event, noted academic 
and Kali O Kalam editorial 

board president Prof Syed 
Manzoorul Islam hoped 
the winners will continue 
their journey in the field 
of literature and receive 
necessary patronage from 
society to continue their 
writing.

Bengal Foundation 
Chairman and Kali O 
Kalam publisher Abul Khair 
congratulated the winners 
for their achievements and 
recalled the roles of former 
Kali O Kalam editor Abul 
Hasnat, who died in 2020, 
and late National Professor 
Anisuzzaman, who was Kali 
O Kalam editorial board 
president, for shaping the 
magazine’s journey.

Receiving the award, 
young author Muhammod 
Farid Hasan said it will 
inspire him to write more in 
the future. 

At the start of the event, 
a one-minute silence was 
observed in memory of the 
students and teachers who 
lost their lives in the recent 
aircraft crash at Milestone 
School and College.

Mashrur Arefin, 
managing director and CEO 
of City Bank, also spoke.
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The University of Asia Pacific (UAP) held its 11th 
convocation ceremony at Senaprangon, Dhaka 
Cantonment yesterday, said a press release.

Prof Bidhan Ranjan Roy Podder, adviser to the 
Ministry of Primary and Mass Education, attended 
as the chief guest and conferred degrees.

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Tun Dr 
Mahathir bin Mohamad addressed graduates via 
a special video message, while UGC Chairman 
Prof SMA Faiz attended as special guest. Engineer 
Mohammad Enayetur Rahman, CEO and president 
of Ulkasemi Pvt Ltd, delivered the convocation 
speech. Mahbuba Haque, chairperson of UAP 
board of trustees; and Vice Chancellor Prof 
Qumrul Ahsan also spoke. The adviser to the VC 
Prof Mohiuddin Ahmed Bhuiyan, delivered the 
welcome speech, and Brig Gen (retd) Prof AKM 
Nazrul Islam was the marshal of the convocation.

UAP holds 11th 
convocation

KALAPARA IN PATUAKHALI

Embankment collapses 
months after repair

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

An embankment in the 
Karamjatala area of Patuakhali’s 
Kalapara upazila, repaired at a cost 
of Tk 1.5 crore only seven months 
ago, has partially collapsed into 
the Rabnabad River following tidal 
surges over the last two days.

Around 400 feet of the 1.12km 
embankment, including geo-
bags placed to protect it, have 
been washed away, leaving the 
remaining section at high risk of 
erosion, according to locals.

According to the Water 
Development Board (WDB) office 
in Kalapara circle, geo-bags were 
placed between the 13th and 
14.120th kilometre of polder 54/A 
in January this year as part of 
emergency protection work.

Md Rezaul, a small trader from 
the area, said, “During the tidal 
surges on Friday and yesterday, a 
large portion of the embankment 

along with the geo-bags was 
devoured by the river. Now water 
is entering the croplands. We’re 
terrified that the remaining 
portion of the embankment will 
also collapse, putting our homes 
at risk.”

Bidya Ratan Sarker, sub-
assistant engineer of the WDB in 

Kalapara, who was tasked with 
monitoring the repair work, said 
the area is extremely vulnerable 
to high waves from the Rabnabad 
River.

“Geo-bags were used as an 
emergency measure. Soil was 
scarce and had to be brought 
from distant locations, but the 
work was done properly. However, 
the location urgently needs 
permanent protection using 
concrete blocks,” he said.

Shah Alam, executive engineer 
of the WDB, echoed the concerns, 
calling the spot “critical”.

“There is little space inside the 
embankment line. If adequate land 
and soil are available, an alternative 
embankment with permanent 
protection can be constructed. 
Otherwise, it will be difficult to 
prevent erosion in the long run. 
We’re assessing the situation and 
will act as per instructions from 
higher authorities,” he added.

Fifth death 
anniversary of 
Amanul Islam
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
fifth death 
anniversary 
of former 
adviser to 
a caretaker 
government 
AKM Amanul Islam 
Choudhury.

He passed away on 
this day in 2020 after 
contracting Covid-19.

Amanul served as 
communications, power, 
energy, water and mineral 
resources adviser in 2001.

Brother of prominent 
educationist and intellectual 
Professor Emeritus Serajul 
Islam Choudhury, Amanul 
stood first class first from 
electrical engineering 
department of Ahsanullah 
Engineering College (now 
Buet) in 1958. He also 
obtained first position from 
engineering in the public 
service commission exam in 
then undivided Pakistan.

19th death 
anniversary 
of Novera 
Deepita
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
19th death 
anniversary 
of Novera 
Deepita, a 
j o u r n a l i s t 
of The Daily 
Star and a gold medalist 
student of the Department 
of Mass Communication 
and Journalism of the 
University of Dhaka. 

Novera passed away on 
July 27, 2006. 

She is survived by her 
mother, two brothers, one 
sister, and a host of friends 
and well-wishers.

To mark the death 
anniversary, Novera’s 
family members will offer 
prayers at her grave in 
Azimpur graveyard. 

They have also requested 
all to pray for the salvation 
of her departed soul.
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