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Deep
depression
formed over
Northwest
Bay: BMD

UNB, Dhaka

The low-pressure system
over the North Bay and
nearby areas moved west-
northwest and gradually
intensified -- first into a
well-marked low, then
into a depression -~ over
the Northwest Bay and
the coasts of West Bengal
and Bangladesh (near
21.3'N, 89.6’E) at 6:00am
yesterday, according to the
Bangladesh Meteorological
Department (BMD).

It was likely set to move
west-northwestwards and
cross the West Bengal-
Bangladesh coast on Friday
afternoon.

Due to the depression
over Northwest Bay and
adjoining West Bengal
and Bangladesh coasts, all
maritime ports have been
advised to keep hoisted
local cautionary Signal
No 3.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 6

Three killed in

road accidents
STAR REPORT

Three people were Kkilled
in road accidents in two
districts  yesterday and
the day before, according
to reports from our
correspondent and a news
agency.

Two brothers died as a
speeding bus rammed into
a stationary van in Feni
carly vyesterday, reports
UNB.

The  deceased were
identified as Mosharraf
Hossain, 29, and his
brother, Ekram Hossain, 18.

They were from
Lakshiyara Ujalia Kazi
Bari in Panchgachia union
under the Sadar upazila.

According to their family,
Mosharraf went to retrieve a
pickup van of the transport
company he worked for on
Thursday night.

The van had plunged
into a roadside ditch earlier.

Around 3:00am, a
Noakhali-bound Lal Sabuj
Paribahan bus hit the
retrieved pickup van from
behind, leaving Mosharraf
and his brother, who
had accompanied him,
critically injured.

Locals rushed them
to Feni General Hospital
where  Mosharraf  was
declared dead.

Ekram succumbed

SEE PAGE 8 COL 7

A group of children catching small fish in the muddy water of a freshly ploughed paddy field in the Charkaua area of Barishal Sadar upazila.
Such scenes are a common rural pastime during the monsoon. The photo was taken recently.

Locals suller as bridge
work stalls tor 4 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

The construction of a bridge
over Rangamatia canal on
the Phulbaria-Trishal road in
Mymensingh’s Phulbaria upazila
has remained incomplete for the
last four years, causing immense
suffering to residents of at least 15
villages.

The work order for the 60-metre
bridge, with an estimated cost
of Tk 3 crore, was issued (o
Messer’s Islam Brothers, a Dhaka-
based construction firm, in
December 2020. Construction was
inaugurated in 2021, but progress
has since stalled.

Villagers  from  Polashtoli,
Raghunathpur, Andariapara,
Chowder, Radhakanai,
Gobindapur, Dhurdhuria,

Chhalimpur and several other
areas rely heavily on the road. The
incomplete bridge has left them
grappling with severe transport
difficulties, especially during the
rainy season, said locals.

Jannatul Ferdous, an honours
student from Chowder village,
said, “The suffering intensifies
during the monsoon. Hundreds
of students and around 2,000
industrial workers face serious
trouble due to the lack of a bridge.”

A wooden bridge was recently
constructed by locals to facilitate
travel between Phulbaria and

Trishal, but it is risky. “Several
people have been injured in
recent months trying to cross it,”
said Kabir Uddin Harun, a local
journalist.

Md Tofail Hossain, a retired
agriculture officer from Naudhar
village, said without a concrete
bridge, villagers are forced to
take longer alternative routes to
reach the upazila headquarters,

in additional

expense, and hardship.
The surrounding villages are

known for producing pineapples,

resulting time,

turmeric, Lal Chini, and fish,
but poor connectivity prevents
farmers from fetching fair prices.
“Middlemen pocket most of the
profits as farmers often have to sell
their goods from home,” said Hazi

Golam Mustafa of Chowder village.

Locals alleged that the
construction firm abandoned the
site years ago, citing negligence by
officials.

Md Mahbub Hasan, sub-
assistant engineer of the Local
Government and Engineering
Department (LGED) in Phulbaria,
denied any negligence on their
part. “We have repeatedly written

to the firm, but they have not
responded. They have been saying
they’ll resume work soon,” he said.

Contacted, Md Ariful Islam,
upazila nirbahi officer (UNO) of
Phulbaria, said he was recently
made aware of the issue and
assured that immediate steps
would be taken to alleviate the
suffering of the locals.
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KURIGRAM CLASH
Murder case
filed against
34, 3 arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

A murder case has been
filed over the Kkilling
of three of a family in
Thursday’s clash over a
land dispute in Rowmari
upazila of Kurigram.

The case was lodged by
Shahjamal Mia, a relative
of the victim, yesterday
morning against 34 named
and 8 to 10 unidentified
individuals, said Rowmari
Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Lutfar Rahman.

Police have arrested
three  suspects  early
yesterday, added the OC.

Three people were killed
and at least 20 others
injured in a clash between
two rival groups centring
a land dispute at Bhundor
Char in Rowmari upazila,
Kurigram yesterday.

Nurul Amin, 40, Bulu
Mia, 55, and Fulbabu Mia,
50, who reportedly belong
to the same faction, died

on the spot.
Around 12:30pm,
a group led by one

Shahjahan Mia tried to
irrigate the land. Another
group, led by Razu Mia,
resisted the attempt,
triggering the clash, said
police and locals.
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EUCALYPTUS, AKASHMON

Govt begins
destroying 10m
banned saplings

MD NAZRUL ISLAM, Cg

The government has begun destroying nearly 10
million eucalyptus and akashmoni saplings across
49 districts, following a nationwide ban on the
production, planting, and sale of the two species.

The Department of Agricultural Extension
(DAE) launched the operation last month, aiming
to eliminate ecologically harmful saplings from
public, private, and individual nurseries.

More than five million saplings have already
been destroyed, with nursery owners receiving Tk
4 per sapling in compensation.

Citing biodiversity loss and environmental
imbalance, the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change issued a gazette on May
15 banning the cultivation and marketing of
cucalyptus and akashmoni.

Environmentalists have long campaigned
against these fast-growing species, known for
depleting groundwater and offering limited
ecological value.

Surveys were conducted in 49 districts, and
on June 17, a directive ordered the destruction of
SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

Frugal Innovation
Forum 2025 begins

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Over 200 national and international experts,
entrepreneurs, researchers, and development
practitioners gathered for the two-day eighth
Frugal Innovation Forum (FIF), which began
yesterday at BRAC's Centre for Development
Management in Savar.

This year’s forum is themed “Climate
Adaptation in Agriculture, Food Security, and
Livelihoods”, with a focus on practical, locally
driven solutions to climate risks across the Global
South.

The event began with a minute of silence in
remembrance of the Milestone School and College
tragedy.

In his opening address, BRAC Executive
Director Asif Saleh noted that while “the world is
on fire”, it is also at a breaking point.

He emphasised that climate-related
economic losses now total $2.3 trillion annually,

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4
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IN THE SUPREME (

I THE MATTER OF:
with Section B5(3) ¢

Bangladesh.
-VERSLIS-

(6th Flood), 1, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215

NECEESAryY COsL

NOTICE

E COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISIOMN

(STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTIOMN )
1pany Mater Mo, 1276 of
An application under section 8 1(2) read

and Section 396 of the Company Act, 1994,
AND IN THE MATTER OF
Mohammad Nawae Managing Director of MY Trding Lel, of Ahmed
Tower, 28 & 29 Kamal Atnark Avenue (dih Floor), Banani, Dhaka-1213

o o Potitioner,

The Registrar, Joint Stock Companies and Firms (RISC), TCHB Bhaban

- .. Respondent.

Take notice thar an application under section 851(2) read with Section BS5(3)
arl Section 396 of the Companies Act, 19994 was filod bofre the Hon'ble
High Court Division of the Supreme Count of Bangladesh on behalf of the
above-named Petitioner for condonation of the delay in holding the Aromeal
Cieneral Mecting of MY Trading Lid. for the year ended 30 Junc 2024 w0 give
necessary  direction for holding the said Amnueal General Meeting. Upon
hearing the application on 23.07 2023, the Hon'be Conpany Judge Mr. fustice
Adhmed Sohal was pleased 1o admit the application. 1T anyone is imerested in
opposing the said application, you may appeur before the Hon'ble Court either
in person or through an advocate on or before the date fixed for hearing of
the matter. Copy of the application may be obtained oo payment of

Mahbuob Uzzaman, Advocate,
Raoorm Mo, 145 (Madn Building), Supreme Court Bar Association,
Shahbag, Dhaka. Mobile Mo, 01715815107

IN THE MATTER

Uttara, Dhaka
=Versus-

Paltan, Dhaka-1000. Mob.-01911357642

OF

wean

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
High Court Division,

( Statutory Original Jurisdiction)
Matter No. 1187/2025,

An Application under Section 12 Read with Section 13 of the
Companies Act, 1994,

MR. MOHAMMED MASUM, Managing Director, SUPREME
AGRO-INDUSTRIES LTD. House-8, Road-14, Sector No. 7,

cena s PEtitioner,

1. The Registrar of Joint Stock Companies and firms having
office at 1, TCB Bhaban, , Kawran Bazar, Dhaka,-—Respondents

Dear Sir, Notice is hereby given that upon application filed by the
petitioner Section 12 Read with Section 13 of the Companies Act,
1994 for condonation of delay in holding Annual General
Meeting (AGM) and for exoneration from penalty, if any and the
Company Bench of the Hon'ble High Court Division of the
Supreme Court of Bangladesh presided over by Mr. Justice
Ahmed Sohel was pleased to admit the same on 10.07.2025 If
you are interested to oppose the said application you may do so
by an advocate or in person on the date so fixed. Md. Nurul
Huda, Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh.64/4 Naya

Rajuk services Take action a

FROM PAGE 3

been no confirmation that
affected clients got their
documents back.

Regarding the current
situation, Kamrul Islam,
director (Development
Control-1I)  of  Rajuk,
told The Daily Star,
“We have requested the
Bangladesh Computer
Council to provide a
permanent solution.
Necessary actions  will
be taken based on their
recommendations. But
they are delaying in giving
their opinion.”

On the suspension of
services, he added, “We
are working intensively.
We are trying to get the
server back online as soon
as possible. If necessary,
we will start processing
building and  design
approvals manually.”

Meanwhile, real estate
companies are also in
trouble as Rajuk’s server
remains closed. They
cannot approve their
apartment plans.

Liakat Ali Bhuiyan,
senior vice-president
of the Real Estate and
Housing Association of
Bangladesh (REHAB),
said business activities
have come to a standstill
as REHAB  members
could not apply for land
use clearance, Rajuk
design and occupancy
certificates due to the
prolonged closure of the
ECPS software.
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Tamyjidul pointed o
the absence of land use
restrictions defining what
types of institutions or
structures are permissible in
such sensitive zones.

He said neither the Dhaka
Metropolitan Development
Plan (DMDP) nor the
Detailed Area Plan (DAP)
includes policies to restrict
land use near the airport’s
OLS zones, which are
essential for ensuring public
safety and health.

Globally, land uses that
attract large gatherings
— such as residential
areas, schools, hospitals,
community centres, and
commercial buildings -- are
discouraged within inner
runway approach zones.
Unfortunately, such global
best practices are rarely
implemented in Bangladesh,
he said.

Planner Sheikh
Muhammad Mehedi
Ahsan, general secretary of
BIP, said the 1995 DMDP
had designated the area
as a protected wetland or
natural  space.  Satellite
images also indicate that the
site previously contained a
water body, which was later
filled in to make way for
development.

He emphasised that such
development  would have
required Rajuk’s approval
and asserted that the agency
cannot escape responsibility
for permitting construction
in this area.

Mehedi also said
Rajuk is not authorised
(0 approve any project in
aviation zones without a No
Objection Certificate (NOC)
from CAAB. The fact that
Milestone School is situated
directly in the runway’s
takeoff and landing path
exposes a serious lack of
coordination between Rajuk
and CAAB.

He argued that CAAB
must base NOC decisions on
thorough planning analysis,
yet urban planners are
currently excluded from this
critical process. To prevent
such tragedies in the future,
planners must be involved
in all planning-related
evaluations, he urged.

BIP President Professor
Dr Adil Mohammed Khan
said training flights must
not operate over densely
populated areas.

He emphasised that

aviation pathways must
remain clear in urban
planning, which is why

major international airports
are typically located outside
city centres with designated
buffer zones.

Although Dhaka airport
was originally situated away
from the city, unchecked
urban  expansion  has
brought high-density
development  dangerously
close to its boundaries.
Urban growth should have
been managed (o avoid
encroaching upon the flight
approach zones, he said.

He highlighted that

the DMDP had classified
the current location of
Milestone School as a
wetland, which also served
as a safety buffer for the

airport.

Why did Rajuk approve
development  here in
violation of the DMDP?
Whose  interests  were
served? he asked.

He also expressed

concern over the safety
conditions of the damaged
building, noting that its
grilled balconies and single
access/exit point hampered
rescue  operations and

contributed to the tragic
death of students.

Dr Adil stressed the
need for wurgent urban
safety measures, not just
within aviation zones but
throughout  Dhaka, (o
ensure secure  housing
and infrastructure for all.
Institutional accountability
is just as important as
personal responsibility.

“We must confront land
grabbing, corruption, and
planning violations at both
levels,” he said.

He said, “All institutions
attracting public gatherings

oainst illegal structures near Dhaka

- schools, hospitals,
mosques, Fidgahs, and
others - must be gradually
relocated from  airport
approach zones to prevent
future disasters.”

Responding to questions
from journalists, BIP Vice
President Shahriar Amin
underscored the need to
address all irregularities
linked to the incident.

Ensuring transparency
and accountability across
all sectors of governance
is essential, and planners
must play an active role in
that process, he said.

Justice alter 40 years
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directed to pay this amount
within three months of
receiving the order.

Later, the bank
authorities filed a petition
with the Appellate Division
seeking review of its
December 9 judgement.

On Thursday, the
Appellate Division dismissed
the review petition, clearing
the way for Harendranath o
receive the amount from the
Sonali Bank.

According to the case
documents, Harendranath, a
man from Kushtia’s Khoksa
area, after completing BA,
began his career at Sonali
Bank in Dhaka as a cashier-
cum-clerk on December
31, 1979. After three years,
he was promoted to senior
cashier-cum-clerk and

subsequently transferred o
the Jatrabari branch.

During his time at
Jatrabari, a remittance of Tk
16.16 lakh was transferred to
the Motijheel branch. The
receiving branch officer
acknowledged the  full
amount in writing, complete
with their seal and signature.
However, a few days later
in 1985, an internal bank
investigation revealed that
the funds were missing.

In late 1985, Sonali Bank
initiated departmental
proceedings and  filed
three cases against nine

individuals, including
Harendranath, accusing
them of embezzling the
missing funds.

The ordeal has taken a
severe tollon Harendranath'’s
life.

While talking to The
Daily Star, Harendranath
said, “I was forced to sell my
home and land to fund my
legal defence. To support
my family, I worked as a
ticket seller at a bus stand for
nearly 15 years. Now, at the
age of 80,Tam homeless and
destitute.”

Seeking payment
of all due salaries and
benefits from Sonali Bank,
Harendranath  has also
filed a writ petition with

the High Court, which
is now pending. When
contacted, Sonali Bank’s

lawyer Barrister Shamim
Khaled told The Daily Star
that his client must give
Tk 20 lakh as litigation
expenses to Harendranath
in compliance with the
Appellate Division order.



