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immediately,” the statement added.
The central bank explained that 

due to age differences among its 
staff, there is a diversity in dress 
choices among both male and female 
employees.

The advisory was intended to 
discourage overly elaborate clothing 
and reduce perceived disparities, 
aiming to promote mutual 
understanding among colleagues, 
according to the statement.

It also clarified that the advisory 
did not impose any obligation on 
female employees to wear burqas or 
hijabs. “Hopefully, this circular will 
not reduce anyone’s freedom of dress 
code in the office.”

India expelling 
Muslims unlawfully
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1,500 Muslim men, women, and 
children to Bangladesh between May 
7 and June 15, including about 100 
Rohingya refugees from Myanmar. 
The expulsions have continued, 
according to the report.

Quoting some of those 
apprehended, the rights organisation 
said Indian Border Security Force 
(BSF) officials threatened and 
assaulted them, and in a few cases, 
forced them to cross the border at 
gunpoint.

Several BJP-run state governments 
started rounding up Bangla-
speaking Muslim migrant workers 
after the Ministry of Home Affairs 
in May set a 30-day deadline for 
states to “detect, identify, and deport 
illegal immigrants” and told local 
authorities to “establish adequate 
holding centers in each district to 
detain” them. 
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and national welfare. The reforms 
we proposed must be implemented 
immediately to ensure a credible 
election. Before that, visible justice and 
structural reforms must be ensured.]”

Referring to the training jet crash at 
Milestone School, which has reportedly 
claimed 34 lives -- most of them children 
-- he said, “In this country, if you go out, 
you risk dying under a bus; if you go 
to a hospital, you may die from lack of 
treatment; you could die in a plane crash 
or ferry disaster -- this state has never 
guaranteed a natural death. We demand 
the right to die naturally.”

He also criticised Health Adviser 
Nurjahan Begum, calling her 
“unqualified” and accusing her of 
turning the system into a “textbook case 
of mismanagement”.

Hasnat said the July uprising would 
only be meaningful with the introduction 
of quality education, an impartial electoral 
system, and a just state.

“If we stay united, we will make 
history. We will rise above tyranny and 
establish justice and equal rights for 
all—a fair and equitable Bangladesh.”

Speaking at the rally, NCP Convenor 

Nahid Islam reaffirmed the party’s 
commitment to reforms, justice, and a 
new constitution.

“Many political parties are now 
supporting reforms, even stepping 
beyond official positions. We will push 
for the July Charter and Declaration to 
be completed by August 5.”

He lauded Brahmanbaria’s role in 
anti-fascist movements.

“People from this district have shed 
blood for justice. While Titas gas fuels 
homes across Dhaka and Mymensingh, 
Brahmanbaria remains deprived of 
its own resources. We reject such 
discriminatory development. True 
development must be inclusive and 
nationwide.”

NCP Member Secretary Akhtar 
Hossain warned the party would 
return to the streets if the hopes and 
sacrifices of the July movement are 
betrayed. “The institutions of this 
country must be reformed. For 50 
years, they’ve been politicised through 
partisan control.”

The party’s Chief Organiser (northern 
region) Sarjis Alam, Chief Coordinator 
Nasiruddin Patwari, Senior Joint 
Member Secretary Tasnim Jara, Senior 

Joint Convener Samantha Sharmin, 
among others, were also present.

Ahead of the rally, attended by both 
central and local leaders, the NCP met 
with families of those killed or injured 
in the July uprising at the local Circuit 
House.

Following the rally at Brahmanbaria, 
the NCP delegation left for Habiganj 
district.

They reached the Habiganj Circuit 
House around 3:30pm and met family 
members of the July uprising martyrs 
from the district.

Around 5:30pm, NCP leaders began 
a march from the circuit house to Saifur 
Rahman Town Hall, where they held 
another rally.

Addressing the crowd, Nahid said, 
“The fight we started against Mujibism 
and fascism is not over. We have not 
yet achieved the new Bangladesh we 
envisioned. Therefore, our struggle will 
continue.

“We want human rights to be 
established in Bangladesh. There will be 
no extrajudicial killings. And we must all 
stand united against extortion.”

He also strongly protested border 
killings.

Most child drownings go unnoticed
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drowned. During Eid-ul-Fitr, from March 
26 to April 6, 49 children lost their lives. 
In 2024, 58 children drowned during Eid-
ul-Fitr and 65 during Eid-ul-Azha.

Predictably, drowning deaths surge 
during the monsoon season. In the 
first six days of July, at least 32 children 
drowned in 18 districts, according to 
the Society for Media and Suitable 
Human-Communication Techniques 
(SoMaSHTe).

Most of these incidents happened 
while children were playing or bathing 
near ponds and ditches, often when 
parents were briefly distracted. Between 
2020 and 2023, SoMaSHTe recorded 
4,154 drowning deaths, 89 percent of 
which were children.

Dr Aminur Rahman, deputy 
executive director of the Centre for Injury 
Prevention and Research, Bangladesh 
(CIPRB), explained that monsoon rains 
fill ponds, canals, and low-lying fields, 
turning them into traps for children.

“For a one-year-old, even knee-deep 
water can be a cause of danger,” he said, 
adding that ponds located next to homes 
exacerbate the risks.

“About 60 percent of drownings 
occur between 9:00am and 1:00pm, 
when parents are busy with household 
chores or work. Children from larger 

families are twice as vulnerable because 
of a lack of supervision,” Dr Rahman 
added.

However, experts say most of these 
deaths are not inevitable.

The World Health Organization 
recommends three proven, low-
cost solutions: supervised childcare, 
swimming and water safety training, and 
community education.

Though these methods were 
developed and tested in Bangladesh, 
experts say the country lacks systematic 
implementation. Countries like Vietnam 
have successfully adopted these 
interventions.

“It is proven that death by drowning 
can be reduced by 86 percent in areas 
where these measures have been 
implemented,” said Dr Rahman.

He also said public awareness 
campaigns -- like those used for ORS to 
treat diarrhoea -- have saved many lives, 
and a similar effort could help prevent 
drowning deaths.

The Directorate General of Health 
Services prepared a draft National 
Drowning Prevention Strategy in 2016, 
including nationwide awareness plans 
and multi-sectoral implementation. 
However, the draft is yet to be approved.

There has been some progress. 
The Bangladesh Shishu Academy is 

implementing a Tk 271.82 crore project 
to set up 8,000 childcare centres 
for 200,000 children under five and 
1,600 swimming facilities for 360,000 
children aged six to ten in 16 districts, 
with support from the government, 
Bloomberg Philanthropies, and RNLI.

Project Manager Md Tariqul Islam 
said over 205,000 children under five 
are now enrolled in early childhood 
programmes across 8,020 centres, 
and more than 115,000 children have 
received swimming training.

However, the project currently covers 
only 16 districts. “We need this project to 
expand nationwide to have a meaningful 
impact,” he said, adding that discussions 
with donors and stakeholders are ongoing 
for its continuation and scale-up.

He said they will assess the impact 
of the project after evaluating the data 
soon.

Dr Rahman stressed the need to 
close policy gaps: “Bangladesh urgently 
needs to appoint a national focal 
person, approve the 2016 strategy, and 
coordinate efforts across ministries to 
address this preventable crisis.”

Mir Masrur Zaman, executive 
director of SoMaSHTe, echoed his 
call, emphasising the need for a multi-
sectoral, community-focused, and data-
driven approach.

Yunus may visit KL
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Besides, the bilateral trade is $3 billion, 
with Bangladesh exporting only about 
$240 million.

Yunus and Ibrahim also have a good 
relationship, officials said.

According to an official at the 
Bangladesh High Commission in 
Kuala Lumpur, Yunus will reach Kuala 
Lumpur on August 11 and meet Ibrahim 
on August 12.

“Before the delegation-level meeting 
to be led by the two leaders of the 
governments, Yunus and Ibrahim will also 
hold a private meeting,” the official said.

“A major focus of the meeting will be 
transparent recruitment of Bangladeshi 
workers, human resources development 
and skills training,” the official told The 
Daily Star.

Malaysia’s labour market remain 
frozen for Bangladesh since May 
31, 2024. There were allegations of 
syndicated recruitment system through 
which only 101 Bangladeshi recruiting 
agencies used to send workers.

Dhaka would seek to open the labour 

market and a recruitment system based 
on competition, officials said.

Malaysia last week introduced a 
multiple-entry visa facility (MEV), which 
allows Bangladeshi citizens to enter and 
exit Malaysia multiple times within a 
validity period of 3 to 12 months, with 
each stay limited to 30 days.

“This will be good for both our 
businesses, tourists and migrants,” a 
foreign ministry official said.

Bangladesh will be organising a 
business fair in Malaysia. Yunus will 
also attend events at two Malaysian 
universities.

The two countries are also likely to 
establish a joint business council to 
promote trade and investment. 

Bangladesh has been seeking to 
be a sectoral dialogue partner of 
the Association for Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), and the issue will be 
raised with Ibrahim as Malaysia is the 
current chair of ASEAN.

“Obviously, the Rohingya crisis will 
be elaborately discussed,” the foreign 
ministry official said.

Religious freedom concerns persist
FROM PAGE 16

proposed alternatives such as 
“multiculturalism” or a Bangla 
equivalent.

Religious minorities reported being 
excluded from the reform process and 
underrepresented in politics and state 
institutions, the USCIRF said.

The Women’s Reform Commission 
proposed 433 recommendations 
to combat discrimination against 
women. However, groups like Hefazat-
e-Islam labelled the proposals “anti-
Islamic” and staged protests. One 
recommendation to introduce a civil 
code to supplement religiously based 
family and personal laws sparked 
mixed responses.

In May, Hefazat led a 20,000-person 
rally in Dhaka demanding the 
disbandment of the Women’s Reform 
Commission, restoration of “full trust 
and faith in Allah” in the constitution, 
and withdrawal of all cases against its 
leaders.

More broadly, some women have 
complained of more public displays 
of conservative Islamic views on 
university campuses, the report said.

Although the interim government 
condemned attacks on minority 

communities, the USCIRF pointed to 
a lack of accountability, attributing 
it partly to a “collapse of the law 
enforcement system”.

Hindu, indigenous, Ahmadiyya, and 
Sufi Muslim communities continue to 
report discrimination, the report said. 

It said fears of religiously motivated 
violence persist with national elections 
due early next year, but the authorities 
have yet to outline a comprehensive 
strategy beyond increased police 
deployment.

The report observed that 
Bangladesh’s political leadership has 
long oscillated between the Awami 
League and the BNP, both of which 
have drawn on religious identity for 
electoral gain. Though the Awami 
League is considered more secular 
and inclusive, attacks on religious 
minorities occurred under Sheikh 
Hasina’s rule. The interim government 
has banned the party’s activities.

The BNP, described as more 
conservative, has ties to Islamic parties 
like Jamaat-e-Islami, which was 
banned under Sheikh Hasina.

“Some religious minorities and 
Muslim women emphasized that 
they continue to face societal-level 

discrimination from more hardline 
Islamic groups, and they emphasized 
that attacks along religious lines, while 
sporadic, continue,” the report said.

The commission reiterated that 
all religious minorities should be able 
to practise their faith without fear or 
retribution.

Govt wants balanced ties with all
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Delhi following the 2024 uprising.
Asked if India’s medical aid signals 

warming ties, he said Dhaka always 
wanted a good working relationship 
with India. “We continue to maintain 
this position. No one said we don’t want 
good relations with India.”

He also met Chinese Ambassador 
Yao Wen this week and discussed 
the planned hydropower project on 
the Yarlung Zangbo river in Tibet, 
which flows into Bangladesh as the 
Brahmaputra via India.

Yao assured Bangladesh that the 

project includes no irrigation or water 
withdrawal, Touhid said. 

“We said we want exchange of 
hydrological data between the experts 
and that they should consider our 
concerns,” the adviser said.

This does not mean that they will not 
go ahead with their plan to build the 
dam, he said, adding, “We will try that 
we don’t face any harmful impacts or it 
is minimum. India also has interest in it 
and is looking at it.”

“All our rivers originate elsewhere. 
We cannot prevent other countries 
from building structures. We have to 

ensure they don’t affect us, or that the 
impact is very limited.”

On the mission of the UN Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) in Bangladesh, Touhid 
said the MoU with the OHCHR  in this 
regard was signed after considering 
national interest.

“I believe this will not go against the 
interest of Bangladesh,” he said. 

He said the OHCHR mission will 
be reviewed after three years, but the 
government can end it anytime if 
needed, which he believes will not be 
needed.”
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