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Ukraine, Russia attack each 
other’s Black Sea coasts

REUTERS

Ukraine and Russia launched air 
attacks along each other’s Black 
Sea coasts early yesterday, hours 
after brief direct talks between 
them failed to make any progress 
on steps to end nearly three-and-a-
half years of war.

Russian forces staged the latest 
in a series of mass drone attacks 
on Ukraine’s Black Sea port of 
Odesa, injuring at least four people 
and causing several fires as well as 
damage in the historic centre, a 
Unesco world heritage site.

The famous Pryvoz market in 
Odesa was among the places hit, 
Regional Governor Oleh Kiper said. 
“It is not just a place of trade, it is 
the living heart of Odesa,” he added.

Yesterday morning, some 
residents were cleaning up 
shattered glass in the streets 
nearby.

“So what if the (drones) are flying? 
We will shoot them down; they will 
not break us,” Yevhen, a 20-year-old 
student among those helping with 
the cleanup, told Reuters.

Emergency officials in Russia’s 
Krasnodar region on the Black Sea 

said debris from a falling drone 
struck and killed a woman in the 
Adler district near the resort city 
of Sochi. A second woman was 
being treated in hospital for serious 
injuries, they said on the Telegram 
messaging app.

The administrative head of the 
Sirius federal district south of 
Sochi said a drone hit an oil base, 
giving no further details. Russia’s 
aviation authority said operations 
were suspended at Sochi airport 
for about four hours. Russia also 
attacked the central region of 
Cherkasy overnight.

Indian firm shipped 
explosives to Russia 
despite US warnings
REUTERS, Washington

An Indian company shipped $1.4 million worth 
of an explosive compound with military uses to 
Russia in December, according to Indian customs 
data seen by Reuters, despite US threats to impose 
sanctions on any entity supporting Russia’s 
Ukraine war effort.

One of the Russian companies listed as receiving 
the compound, known as HMX or octogen, is the 
explosives manufacturer Promsintez, which an 
official at Ukraine’s SBU security service said has 
ties to the country’s military. The official said that 
Ukraine launched a drone attack in April against a 
Promsintez-owned factory. 

According to the Pentagon’s Defense Technical 
Information Center and related defense research 
programs, HMX is widely used in missile and 
torpedo warheads, rocket motors, exploding 
projectiles and plastic-bonded explosives for 
advanced military systems.

The US government has identified HMX as 
“critical for Russia’s war effort” and has warned 
financial institutions against facilitating any sales 
of the substance to Moscow.

Myanmar junta claims 
recapture of gold 
mining hub
AFP, Yangon

Myanmar’s junta yesterday claimed to have ousted 
anti-coup rebels from a gold mining hub after a 
year-long battle, its second declared recapture of 
a key town in a week.

A civil war has consumed Myanmar since a 
2021 coup deposed the civilian government, with 
the military battling a myriad of pro-democracy 
guerrillas and ethnic armed organisations.

Scattered anti-coup forces initially struggled 
to make headway, but won a string of stunning 
victories -- mostly in the north -- when many 
banded together for a coordinated offensive 
starting late 2023. This year, the junta’s China- and 
Russia-backed forces have clawed back ground on 
the northern front.

Chinese engines 
power Russian 
drones used in 
Ukraine
REUTERS

Chinese-made engines are being covertly shipped via 
front companies to a state-owned drone manufacturer in 
Russia, labelled as “industrial refrigeration units” to avoid 
detection in the wake of Western sanctions, according 
to three European security officials and documents 
reviewed by Reuters.

The shipments have allowed Russian weapons-maker 
IEMZ Kupol to increase its production of the Garpiya-A1 
attack drone, despite the US and EU sanctions imposed in 
October designed to disrupt its supply chain, according 
to the sources and documents, which included contracts, 
invoices and customs paperwork.

An internal Kupol document, 
reviewed by Reuters, showed 
it signed a contract with the 
Russian defence ministry 
to produce more than 
6,000 Garpiya this year, 
up from 2,000 in 2024. 
The document stated 
that more than 1,500 
drones had already been 
delivered by April.

The long-range drone 
is being deployed to attack 
civilian and military targets deep 
within Ukrainian territory, with around 500 being used 
by Russia per month, the Ukrainian military intelligence 
agency said in a statement to Reuters.

The European security officials asked that neither they 
nor their organisation be identified due to the sensitivity 
of the information. They also requested some specific 
details in the documents be withheld, such as their dates 
and the cost of contracts.

In September, Reuters reported that Kupol was 
producing the Garpiya using Chinese technology, 
including L550E engines made by Xiamen Limbach 
Aviation Engine Co. A month after the Reuters’ report, 
the European Union and the US sanctioned several 
companies involved in producing the drones, including 
Xiamen.

Burning cars are seen at the site of a Russian air strike in Kharkiv, Ukraine yesterday. The Russian overnight 
attack killed three members of a Ukrainian family who had earlier fled their homes to escape Russian 
advances, authorities said. PHOTO: REUTERS

“Russia continues its terror and obstructs diplomacy, which is why it deserves 
full-scale sanctions responses, as well as our strikes on their logistics, their 
military bases...,” 

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky


