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Tajuddin’s leadership lit
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patriotism, dedication, 
honesty, self-sacrifice, 
political acumen, strategy 
and morality all together 
made him a genuinely 
unique individual.

He said the lack of 
recognition for Tajuddin 
on a national level reflects 
a collective intellectual 
bankruptcy. “I’m not 
pointing at any particular 
party, government, or 
individual -- but rather 
speaking in a broader 
sense. Both personally and 
institutionally, we suffer 
from a kind of intellectual 
bankruptcy, as well as 
intellectual timidity,” he 
said.

He said the closeness 
between Tajuddin and 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, built on 
mutual respect and trust, 
grew during the anti-Ayub 
Khan movement and the 
struggle for emancipation 
in the 1960s.

The relationship 
between Tajuddin and 
Bangabandhu was almost 
like two sides of the same 
coin. Bangabandhu had 
the charisma -- the ability 
to inspire and motivate the 
nation, while Tajuddin had 
the organisational skills, 
establishing discipline and 
grassroots leadership.

Shedding light on the 
courage and integrity of 

Tajuddin, Mahfuz Anam 
said when Tajuddin left 
Dhaka after the night of 
March 25 -- when Pakistan 
began the genocide -- 
he was heading into an 
unknown future. Yet, he 
was deeply contemplating 
how the movement would 
unfold, where to go, what to 
do, and how to organise an 
armed struggle.

“Despite the total 
uncertainty, Tajuddin made 
a resolute decision that 
armed struggle was the 
path we must take -- for our 
country, for the liberation 
of our people,” he said.

When he reached the 
Indian border, Tajuddin 
identified himself and 
those with him not as 
refugees seeking help 
but as representatives of 
an independent nation 
fighting for its liberation.

“This wasn’t a plea for 
aid from desperation but 
a declaration of intent 
from leadership. To me, 
this mindset is incredibly 
important. I find this deeply 
significant,” Mahfuz Anam 
said.

When Tajuddin met 
the then Indian Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi 
for the first time, he spoke 
with dignity and expressed 
that Bangladesh wished 
to fight its own war. He 
only requested assistance 
with training freedom 

fighters and providing arms 
and ammunition -- but 
emphasised the war would 
be fought by us. “This was 
an extraordinary move,” 
said Mahfuz.

He said Tajuddin 
demonstrated his political 
acumen and strategic 
depth when Awami League 
leaders in India were divided 
over the formation of the 
government.

The youth group 
favoured a revolutionary 
government, while the 
veteran leaders supported 
the establishment of a 
government composed of 
elected representatives. 
Forming a government 
with elected representatives 
was far more acceptable 
internationally, as it created 
the scope to declare that the 
government was formed by 
the people’s representatives.

Tajuddin successfully 
mediated differences 
of opinion between 
C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f 
MAG Osmani and the 
sector commanders of the 
Liberation War.

According to Mahfuz 
Anam, another of Tajuddin’s 
accomplishments was his 
ability to convince Indian 
leadership -- both political 
and military -- that the 
leaders of Bangladesh were 
sincere, dedicated, and 
had no agenda other than 
securing the freedom of the 

country.
One role of Tajuddin that 

Mahfuz, himself a freedom 
fighter, deeply admires and 
salutes was his ability to 
inspire the freedom fighters 
as he endlessly visited the 
Mukti Bahini camps.

Tajuddin lived a simple 
life and maintained 
transparency in all his 
work. Whenever foreigners 
wished to meet him, he 
ensured that meetings took 
place in a liberated zone of 
Bangladesh. This created a 
powerful impression that 
those areas were under 
the effective control of the 
Bangladeshi government.

“I sincerely urge everyone 
to read Tajuddin’s life, learn 
about his contributions, and 
come to understand what an 
extraordinary politician and 
leader he truly was,” Mahfuz 
Anam urged.

The programme featured 
a moving musical tribute by 
Tanya Mannan. Mohiuddin 
Shamim read from the late 
leader’s diary, while Syed 
Shahidul Islam Naju read 
his letters.

Adding a literary 
dimension to the tribute, 
Shirin Islam read from 
the novel Shakkhi Chhilo 
Shirostran, written about 
Tajuddin Ahmad’s life, 
while Mahidul Islam recited 
a poem on the great leader.
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“The last time he came 
home was during Pahela 
Baishakh. Now he returns 
as a lifeless body. So many 
hopes and dreams were tied 
to him, all have shattered 
now,” he said.

“I pray that no parent 
ever has to face such a 
death of their child. I also 
request the government 
not to conduct Air Force 
training flights in densely 
populated areas like 
Dhaka,” he added.

“Why did you leave me 
all alone, brother?” asked 
Happy Marma, breaking 
down in tears beside the 
remains of Ukya Chai 
Marma.

Happy and Ukya were 
first cousins. Both were 
residential students at 
Milestone School and 
College in Dhaka. While 
Happy was in class ten of, 
Ukya was in class seven.

“My brother is gone… 
who will I go to Dhaka with 
now? How will I go back to 
Dhaka alone now?” Happy 
kept wailing in tears.

Relatives, neighbours, 
political parties, and 
teachers have offered 
condolences following 
Ukkya’s death. His 
cremation was completed 
yesterday.

Appeal for help
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radical surgery, if viable. 
He is also under evaluation 
for enrollment in advanced 
clinical trials at AIIMS, 
Delhi, and Tata Memorial 
Hospital, Mumbai.

Born in Noakhali’s 
Jashora village and 
raised with modest 
means, Dr Shibly earned 
talent pool scholarships 
in both primary and 
junior secondary school 
before graduating with 

distinction from Notre 
Dame College and 
completing his MBBS 
at Chattogram Medical 
College.

With medical bills 
mounting and resources 
stretched thin, Dr Shibly and 
his family have launched a 
public appeal for financial 
support to continue this 
life-saving treatment.

Aid can be sent to:
Md Shahadat 

Hossain, A/C No: 

4 9 0 1 1 0 3 8 9 6 8 4 3 0 0 1 , 
BRAC Bank, Maijdee 
Court Branch, SWIFT 
Code: BRAKBDDH; bKash: 
01621868422 (personal), 
Account Holder: Wahida 
Akter; 01716546765 
(personal), Account 
Holder: Md Abdulla Al 
Wahid.  Donations can 
also be made via this link: 
https://www.impactguru.
com/fundraiser/help-dr-
shahadat

No intention to resign
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“It would have been better 
if the decision could have 
been made earlier, but 
that was not reasonably 
possible,” he said.

The adviser said the 
issue of postponing the 
exam arose while they were 
still at the hospital around 
10:00pm following the 
devastating incident. He 
added that many students 
and their guardians had 
wanted the exam to be held 
on time. 

“The authorities have 
to take everything into 
consideration,” he said.

Asked about the 
students’ demand about 
his resignation, CR Abrar 
said, “I have no intention 
to resign, as it doesn’t seem 
that there has been any 
deviation here… But if my 
employers think there is a 
deviation and they want me 
to go, I will go.”

“The secretary has been 
withdrawn. That decision 
was made by a higher-
level committee. I was not 
involved in that decision. I 
cannot explain why it was 
made.”

At least 75 people were 

injured as clashes broke 
out at the Secretariat 
between law enforcers and 
HSC examinees, who were 
demonstrating for various 
demands, including the 
resignation of the education 
adviser and the education 
secretary.

Police and army 
personnel charged 
truncheons and fired tear 
gas canisters as students 
stormed the Secretariat 
complex on Tuesday, 
triggering a chase and 
counter-chase that lasted 
for over an hour.

On Tuesday, another 
protest took place at 
Milestone School and 
College where CR Abrar 
and Law Adviser Asif Nazrul 
were confined for several 
hours.

CR Abrar said he, along 
with Asif Nazrul, went 
to the school to express 
condolences to the college 
authorities on behalf of the 
government and to meet 
the victims’ families.

Then, the advisers were 
informed about the six-
point demand, which was 
logical except for one or two 
issues that were challenged 

through discussion. 
Suddenly, a tense situation 
arose with the involvement 
of outsiders, he said.

“We don’t want any 
force to be used against 
the students. We were 
mentally prepared to stay 
there for one or two days if 
the situation demanded. 
That’s why we waited there 
before eventually leaving 
the place,” he said.

Meanwhile, the HSC and 
equivalent examinations 
scheduled for July 22 and 
24, which were postponed 
due to the jet crash, will be 
held on August 17 and 19, 
respectively, reports BSS.

This information was 
provided yesterday in a letter 
signed by Prof SM Kamal 
Uddin Haider, controller 
of examinations of Dhaka 
Secondary and Higher 
Secondary Education 
Board and convener of the 
Inter-Education Board 
Examination Regulatory 
Committee.

The letter mentioned that 
the practical examination 
has also been postponed 
due to the postponement 
of the written examination 
date. 
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agencies must be prepared 
to ensure a free, fair, and 
impartial election. 

Field-level officials such 
as DCs, SPs, UNOs, and OCs 
must act neutrally.

The letter also mentioned 
that all preparations must 
be completed by December 
31. The recruitment 
and training of new law 
enforcement personnel 
must be finalised within this 
timeframe.

Additionally, two 
preparatory drills by law 
enforcement agencies 
are planned ahead of the 
election. Surveillance will 
be increased to prevent any 
deterioration in law and 
order. 

Law enforcement agencies 
and government officials 
must remain alert against 
any smear campaigns 
targeting them before the 
election. All agencies have 
been instructed to work 

together and stay impartial 
throughout the election 
period.

When contacted about 
the letter, EC Senior 
Secretary Akhtar Ahmed 
told The Daily Star, “My 
role is implementation. 
The decision lies with 
the commission. If the 
commission decides this 
needs to be done, then 
it will be done, and I will 
be responsible for its 
implementation.”

Milestone  stays closed
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teachers of the institute, 
could enter the campus 
premises.

When asked why the 
media were not being 
granted access, Md Rafique, 
a community traffic police 
officer from Turag Police 
Station posted at the gate, 
said, “Since morning, no 

media or members of the 
public have been allowed to 
enter. That is the decision.”

Russell Talukder, 
director of Milestone 
Group, said, “I am not 
aware of this yet. I will 
provide details later.”

On Tuesday, advisers 
Asif Nazrul and CR Abrar 
were confronted by 

agitated students during 
their visit to the campus. 
They were accompanied 
by Chief Adviser’s Press 
Secretary Shafiqul Alam 
and three other members 
of the Press Wing.

The advisers and 
officials were reportedly 
confined inside campus 
for nine hours.

2nd Edition

Woman 
killed
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Babna, 22, allegedly struck 
Aleya with bricks and a 
spice grinder.

She suffered severe 
head injuries and died on 
the spot, police said.

“She was our mother,” 
said Aleya’s son Ferdous 
Hawladar, a van driver. 
“Kawsar often harassed 
my daughters. This time 
he targeted my third 
daughter again. When 
my mother stood up…, 
they killed her.” Ferdous 
broke down in tears while 
speaking.

Locals rushed to 
the scene and called 
police. Chitalmari police 
recovered the body and 
detained the two brothers.

“Aleya Begum was 
murdered after she 
protested indecent 
remarks made toward 
her granddaughter while 
she was fetching water,” 
said OC Shahadat. “She 
was struck in the head, 
and preliminary findings 
suggest a grinding stone 
was used in the attack.”

The body has been sent 
to the 250-bed Bagerhat 
District Hospital for 
autopsy, the OC added.  
“A case is being prepared. 
The victim’s son Ferdous 
will be the complainant,” 
he said.


