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contribution, the 
history of Bangladesh’s 
independence struggle 
cannot be complete,” he 
said.

Delivering the keynote 
speech at the programme, 
The Daily Star Editor and 
Publisher Mahfuz Anam 
said Tajuddin was a truly 
great personality -- his 
patriotism, dedication, 
honesty, self-sacrifice, 
political acumen, strategy, 
and morality together 
made him a genuinely 
unique individual.

He said the lack of 
recognition for Tajuddin 
on a national level reflects 
a collective intellectual 
bankruptcy. “I’m not 

pointing at any particular 
party, government, or 
individual -- but rather 
speaking in a broader 
sense. Both personally and 
institutionally, we suffer 
from a kind of intellectual 
bankruptcy, as well as 
timidity,” he said.

He said the closeness 
between Tajuddin and 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, built on 
mutual respect and trust, 
grew during the anti-Ayub 
Khan movement and the 
struggle for emancipation 
in the 1960s.

The relationship 
between Tajuddin and 
Bangabandhu was almost 
like two sides of the 
same coin. Bangabandhu 

had the charisma -- the 
ability to inspire and 
excite the nation with 
a speech. Tajuddin had 
the organisational skills, 
establishing discipline 
and crafting a hierarchy.

The programme 
featured a moving musical 
tribute by Tanya Mannan. 
Mohiuddin Shamim read 
from the late leader’s 
diary, while Syed Shahidul 
Islam Naju read his letters.

Adding a literary 
dimension to the tribute, 
Shirin Islam read from 
the novel Shhakkhi Chilo 
Shhirosthan, written 
about Tajuddin Ahmad’s 
life. Mahidul Islam recited 
a poem on Tajuddin.

My son
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“The last time he came 
home was during Pahela 
Baishakh. Now he returns 
as a lifeless body. So many 
hopes and dreams were tied 
to him, all have shattered 
now,” he said.

“I pray that no parent 
ever has to face such a 
death of their child. I also 
request the government 
not to conduct Air Force 
training flights in densely 
populated areas like 
Dhaka,” he added.

“Why did you leave me 
all alone, brother?” asked 
Happy Marma, breaking 
down in tears beside the 
remains of Ukya Chai 
Marma.

Happy and Ukya were 
first cousins. Both were 
residential students at 
Milestone School and 
College in Dhaka. While 
Happy was in class ten of, 
Ukya was in class seven.

“My brother is gone… 
who will I go to Dhaka with 
now? How will I go back to 
Dhaka alone now?” Happy 
kept wailing in tears.

Relatives, neighbours, 
political parties, and teachers 
have offered condolences 
following Ukkya’s death. His 
cremation was completed 
yesterday.

Appeal for help
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radical surgery, if viable. 
He is also under evaluation 
for enrollment in advanced 
clinical trials at AIIMS, 
Delhi, and Tata Memorial 
Hospital, Mumbai.

Born in Noakhali’s 
Jashora village and raised 
with modest means, 
Dr Shibly earned talent 
pool scholarships in 
both primary and junior 
secondary school before 
graduating with distinction 

from Notre Dame College 
and completing his MBBS 
at Chattogram Medical 
College.

With medical bills 
mounting and resources 
stretched thin, Dr Shibly 
and his family have 
launched a public appeal 
for financial support to 
continue this life-saving 
treatment.

Aid can be sent to:
Md Shahadat 

Hossain, A/C No: 

4 9 0 1 1 0 3 8 9 6 8 4 3 0 0 1 , 

BRAC Bank, Maijdee 

Court Branch, SWIFT 

Code: BRAKBDDH; bKash: 

01621868422 (personal), 

Account Holder: Wahida 

Akter; 01716546765 

(personal), Account 

Holder: Md Abdulla Al 

Wahid.  Donations can 

also be made via this link: 

https://www.impactguru.

com/fundraiser/help-dr-

shahadat

Woman
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nearby tubewell when 
Kawsar Babna, 28, son of 
Asmat Babna from the same 
village, physically harassed 
her.

The girl informed her 
family, prompting Aleya 
to confront Kawsar and 
demand an explanation. 
Enraged, Kawsar and his 
younger brother Ansar 
Babna, 22, allegedly struck 
Aleya with bricks and a spice 
grinder.

She suffered severe head 
injuries and died on the 
spot, police said.

“She was our mother,” 
said Aleya’s son Ferdous 
Hawladar, a van driver. 
“Kawsar often harassed my 
daughters. This time he 
targeted my third daughter 
again. When my mother 
stood up…, they killed her.” 
Ferdous broke down in tears 
while speaking.

Locals rushed to the 
scene and called police. 
Chitalmari police recovered 
the body and detained the 
two brothers.

“Aleya Begum was 
murdered after she protested 
indecent remarks made 
toward her granddaughter 
while she was fetching 
water,” said OC Shahadat. 
“She was struck in the head, 
and preliminary findings 
suggest a grinding stone was 
used in the attack.”

The body has been sent 
to the 250-bed Bagerhat 
District Hospital for autopsy, 
the OC added.  “A case is 
being prepared. The victim’s 
son Ferdous will be the 
complainant,” he said.

Postponement of HSC exam
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following due process,” CR 
Abrar said.

“It would have been 
better if the decision could 
have been made earlier, but 
that was not reasonably 
possible,” he said.

The adviser said the 
issue of postponing the 
exam arose while they were 
still at the hospital around 
10:00pm following the 
devastating incident. He 
added that many students 
and their guardians had 
wanted the exam to be held 
on time. “The authorities 
have to take everything into 
consideration,” he said.

Asked about the 
students’ demand about 
his resignation, CR Abrar 
said, “I have no intention 
to resign as it doesn’t seem 
that there has been any 
deviation here… But if my 
employers think there is a 
deviation and they want me 
to go, I will go.”

“The secretary has been 
withdrawn. That decision 
was made by a higher-
level committee. I was not 
involved in that decision. I 
cannot explain why it was 
made.”

At least 75 people were 
injured as clashes broke 
out at the Secretariat 
between law enforcers and 
HSC examinees, who were 
demonstrating for various 
demands, including 
the resignation of the 
education adviser and the 

education secretary.
Police and army 

personnel charged 
truncheons and fired tear 
gas canisters as students 
stormed the Secretariat 
complex on Tuesday, 
triggering a chase and 
counter-chase that lasted 
for over an hour.

On Tuesday, another 
protest took place in 
Milestone School and 
College where CR Abrar 
and Law Adviser Asif 
Nazrul were confined for 
several hours.

CR Abrar said he along 
with Asif Nazrul went 
to the school to express 
condolence to the college 
authorities on behalf of the 
government and to meet 
the victims’ families.

Then, the advisers were 
informed about the six-
point demand, which was 
logical except for one or two 
issues that were challenged 
through discussion. 
Suddenly, a tense situation 
arose with the involvement 
of outsiders, he said.

“We don’t want any 
force to be used against 
the students. We were 
mentally prepared to stay 
there for one or two days 
if the situation demanded. 
That’s why we waited there 
before eventually leaving 
the place,” he said.

Meanwhile, the HSC and 
equivalent examinations 
postponed on July 22 and 
24 due to the air force jet 

crash at Milestone College 
will now be held on the 
same day, said Education 
Adviser CR Abrar.

The rescheduled exam 
date will be announced 
within a few days through 
an official notice, the 
adviser said while speaking 
to journalists at the 
Secretariat.

“Usually, as per the 
board’s rules, if an exam is 
postponed, it is held a few 
days after the final exam to 
give students some time. 
But in this case, we have 
decided not to delay the 
process any further,” he 
said.

He explained that the 
Chemistry exam for science 
group students, originally 
scheduled for July 22, will 
be held in the morning.

The Economics exam for 
humanities group students, 
which was scheduled for 
July 24, will be held in the 
afternoon of the same day, 
he added.

According to the 
original schedule, the 
July 22 exams included 
Chemistry (theory) second 
paper under the science 
stream; History of Islam 
and Culture second paper; 
History second paper; 
Home Management 
and Family Life second 
paper; and Production 
Management and 
Marketing second paper. 
The July 24 exams were set 
for Economics first paper 

and Engineering Drawing 
and Workshop Practice 
first paper.

Only one exam will apply 
to each student, as the 
rescheduled exams are for 
different groups and will be 
held in separate shifts on 
the same day.

Soon after the 
announcement, concerns 
were raised over the 
practicality of such a plan.

Rokshana Laboni, 
a guardian of an HSC 
examinee, contacted 
this newspaper and 
criticised the decision as 
“unrealistic”. She said her 
daughter, a science student 
at Nirjhor College, is due 
to sit for the Chemistry 
exam in the morning and 
Engineering Drawing in 
the afternoon.

“How can she be 
expected to prepare for two 
major subjects on the same 
day?” she asked.

She further pointed 
out a logistical hurdle: 
her daugher’s Chemistry 
exam centre is Naval 
Academy College, while the 
Engineering Drawing exam 
will be held at her own 
institution, Nirjhor College.

“In a city like Dhaka, 
where traffic is a nightmare, 
how is my daughter 
supposed to rush between 
two different centres in one 
day?”

“The government must 
rethink this decision,” 
Rokshana said.

Install CCTV at vulnerable
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agencies must be prepared 
to ensure a free, fair, and 
impartial election. 

Field-level officials such 
as deputy commissioners 
(DCs), superintendents 
of police (SPs), upazila 
nirbahi officers (UNOs), 
and officers-in-charge 
(OCs) must act neutrally.

The letter also 
mentioned that all 
preparations must be 
completed by December 
31. The recruitment 
and training of new law 

enforcement personnel 
must be finalised within 
this timeframe.

Additionally, two 
preparatory drills by law 
enforcement agencies 
are planned ahead of the 
election. Surveillance will 
be increased to prevent 
any deterioration in law 
and order. 

Law enforcement 
agencies and government 
officials must remain 
alert against any smear 
campaigns targeting 
them before the 

election. All agencies 
have been instructed to 
work together and stay 
impartial throughout the 
election period.

When contacted about 
the letter, EC Senior 
Secretary Akhtar Ahmed 
told The Daily Star, “My 
role is implementation. 
The decision lies with 
the commission. If the 
commission decides this 
needs to be done, then 
it will be done, and I will 
be responsible for its 
implementation.”

Milestone  stays closed
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teachers of the institute, 
could enter the campus 
premises.

When asked why the 
media were not being 
granted access, Md 
Rafique, a community 
traffic police officer from 
Turag Police Station 
posted at the gate, said, 
“Since morning, no media 
or members of the public 
have been allowed to enter. 
That is the decision.”

Contacted for 
comment, Russell 
Talukder, director of 
Milestone Group and 
chairman of the English 
department, said, “I am 
not aware of this yet. I’m 
in a meeting. I will provide 
details later.”

Earlier on Tuesday, 
interim government 
advisers Asif Nazrul and 
CR Abrar were confronted 
by agitated students 
during their visit to 

the campus. They were 
accompanied by Chief 
Adviser’s Press Secretary 
Shafiqul Alam and three 
other members of the 
Press Wing.

The advisers and 
officials were reportedly 
confined inside the 
campus for nine hours 
before being escorted 
out around 7:30pm with 
assistance from the police 
and other law enforcement 
agencies.


