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There was a time when the Subarnakhali 
River flowed all year round. Boats 
carrying raw jute moved up and down 
the waterway, connecting distant char 
areas with the jute mills of Sarishabari. 
Locals even held 
a floating jute 
market on boats 
twice a week.

The river, a 
branch of the 
Jamuna, played 
a vital role in the 
region’s economy.

But those days 
are gone.

After the jute 
mills shut down, the river slowly lost its 
importance. Local influential groups 
began occupying its banks, building 
embankments at the river’s mouth that 
cut off its natural flow. Over time, the 
river became narrower, shallower, and 
filled with silt.

In 2021, a second embankment was 
built at Shimla Bazar. That was the final 
blow. Now the river is dry, lifeless, and 
almost forgotten.

Today, Subarnakhali resembles a 
polluted canal. Its water has turned 
dark due to waste from nearby clinics, 

diagnostic centres, 
and businesses. 
Garbage is 
regularly dumped 
into it, worsening 
the situation.

“The river 
was once full of 
sailboats. People 
used it for trade 
and travel,” said 
Anwar Hossain, 

a local resident. “Now it’s just a dead 
channel filled with dirt and plastic.”

He said locals had filed complaints 
with various government offices, 
including the UNO and the then upazila 
chairman, but nothing changed.

Dengue cases 
reach 18,000 
this year
Experts warn situation 
may worsen in August
Staff Correspondent
With 444 new dengue cases reported in the last 24 
hours till yesterday morning, the total number of 
cases this year rose to 18,000. Meanwhile, three 
more deaths were recorded, bringing the total 
number of dengue-related deaths to 65. 
According to the Directorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS), all three of the latest deaths 
occurred in areas under Dhaka South City 
Corporation.
Currently, 1,332 dengue patients are undergoing 
treatment at hospitals across the country, with 
952 of them outside Dhaka.
Experts have warned that the situation may worsen 
in August due to recent rainfall patterns, which 
create ideal conditions for Aedes mosquitoes, the 
carriers of the dengue virus.
“Intermittent rain is highly favourable for the 
spread of dengue, which is already present 
across the country,” said entomologist GM Saifur 
Rahman.
He said Aedes mosquitoes are more active during 
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Due to the negligence of the authorities concerned, 
residents of Ataikula Road (Terminal Road) in Pabna 
municipality have taken it upon themselves to repair a 
one-kilometre stretch of the road to prevent continuous 
accidents. 

Raising funds and collecting materials locally, the 
residents began filling potholes by pouring brick chips 
and sand on the concrete surface.

“At least one kilometre of Ataikula Road, from Muzahid 
Club area to Chapa Mosque, has become dangerous 
to travel due to dozens of large potholes. The stagnant 
rainwater in the potholes has made movement even more 
difficult,” said Akhinur Islam Remon, a social worker in 
the area.

Several accidents have recently occurred on the 
damaged road. While many vehicles avoid the route, 
residents are forced to use it to reach their homes.

“Earlier, we formed a human chain demanding 
repairs and several reports were published in various 
media outlets, but the authorities took no action. So, the 
residents decided to take the initiative themselves,” said 
Remon, also a local journalist.

Remon organised the collection of funds, bricks, and 
sand for the repairs, with technical support from the 
Local Government Engineering Department (LGED) and 
the municipality authorities.

“We have temporarily repaired the large potholes at a 
cost of 2 lakh takas, entirely donated by locals,” he said.

Repair work began on Saturday and is expected to be 
completed this week, according to locals.

Md Obaidul Haque, assistant engineer of Pabna 
municipality, said around 130km out of the municipality’s 
240km road network is in dilapidated condition due to 
years of neglected repairs. 

Ataikula Road and Hospital Road, two of the busiest 
roads, are in dilapidated condition.

The authorities have approved a Tk 16 crore project, 
including drainage work, said Haque. “We are in the final 
stages of starting the project and expect to call for tenders 
this month,” he added.
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Locals take it 
upon themselves 

to fix road

SUBARNAKHALI IN JAMALPUR

Once a lifeline, now  
a dying river
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Once a lifeline for trade and travel, the Subarnakhali River now lies choked with waste and silence -- a forgotten 
waterway sacrificed to neglect, encroachment, and pollution. The photo was taken recently. PHOTO: STAR


