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Russia defies Trump’s 
warning over Ukraine

Fires hundreds of drones at Ukraine; one killed, dozens hurt; 
energy infrastructure hit

AFP, Kyiv

Russia fired hundreds of drones, 
artillery and a ballistic missile at 
Ukraine between late Tuesday 
and early yesterday, Ukraine said, 
defying calls by Donald Trump to 
reach a peace deal.

The attacks left one woman dead 
and wounded more than two dozen 
people across multiple regions, 
while a missile attack cut power 
and water in Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky’s home city of 
Kryvyi Rig, according to authorities.

The bombardment came two 
days after US President Trump 
threatened to impose severe 

sanctions against the country 
unless it reached a peace settlement 
within 50 days to end its three-year 
war on Ukraine.

Ukrainian and Russian officials 
last met for direct peace talks more 
than a month ago, and no further 
meetings have been scheduled 
despite the Kremlin saying it is 
open for more talks.

Russia fired at least 400 drones at 
Ukraine between late Tuesday and 
early yesterday, as well as an Iskander 
ballistic missile launched from the 
annexed Crimean peninsula, the 
Ukrainian air force said.

Overnight drone attacks on the 
central Ukrainian city of Vinnytsia 

left eight wounded, while three 
were wounded in an attack on the 
northeastern Ukrainian city of 
Kharkiv, local authorities said.

Russian attacks on the city of 
Kryvyi Rig wounded at least 15 
people, destroyed an industrial 
building and disrupted power and 
water supplies, according to local 
officials.

A 17-year-old boy was among 
those injured, the city’s mayor 
Oleksandr Vilkul said on Telegram.

“He was wounded in the 
abdominal cavity. He was 
immediately taken to the hospital, 
in serious condition. Now doctors 
are fighting for his life,” he wrote.

Israel steps up 
Syria strikes
Two drones hit entrance to 
defence ministry in Damascus 
as Druze clashes continue

REUTERS, Damascus

Powerful airstrikes shook Damascus yesterday, targeting 
the defence ministry as Israel vowed to destroy Syrian 
government forces attacking Druze communities in 
southern Syria and demanded they withdraw.

Reuters reporters heard warplanes swoop low over the 
capital and unleash a series of massive strikes on central 
Damascus. The cityscape was blanketed in smoke with 
a thick plume rising from the defence ministry. Health 
ministry said one person was killed and another 18 were 
injured. 

An Israeli airstrike hit next to the presidential palace 
in Damascus. There was no immediate Israeli comment 
on powerful strikes that hit in the mid-afternoon, which 
Syrian state media said were carried out by Israel.

The Israeli military had earlier announced a strike 
on the gate of the defence ministry. Shortly before the 
massive blasts, Defence Minister Israel Katz had said 
“painful blows will come”.

Scores of people have been killed this week in violence 

around the southern city of Sweida, pitting fighters from 
the Druze minority against government security forces 
and members of Bedouin tribes, prompting Israel to strike 
repeatedly with the declared aim of protecting the Druze.

The Syrian Network for Human Rights reported 
that 169 people had been killed in this week’s violence. 
Security sources put the toll at 300. “We are surrounded 
and we hear the fighters screaming ... we’re so scared,” 
said a resident of Sweida, a predominantly Druze city, who 
was reached by phone.

The crack of gunfire interspersed by booms could 
be heard in the background. “We’re trying to keep the 
children quiet so that no one can hear us,” the man added, 
asking not to be identified for fear of reprisals.

The violence has underlined big challenges facing 
interim President Ahmed al-Sharaa despite warming ties 
with the US, as he seeks to stitch Syria back together in the 
face of deep misgivings from groups that reject Islamist 
rule. Syrian government troops were dispatched to the 
Sweida region on Monday to quell fighting between Druze 
fighters and Bedouin armed men.

‘Strong argument’ 
for video in airline 
cockpit: IATA chief
AFP, Singapore

There is a “strong argument” for putting video 
cameras in airline cockpits to assist in accident 
investigations, the head of global aviation industry 
group IATA said yesterday.

The comments by Willie Walsh, director-general 
of the International Air Transport Association, 
followed the release of a preliminary report on 
last month’s Air India crash, which found that the 
plane’s engine fuel switches had been turned off.

The report, issued Saturday by India’s Aircraft 
Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB), did not 
offer any conclusions or apportion blame for the 
June 12 disaster, but indicated that one pilot asked 
the other why he cut off fuel, and the second pilot 
responded that he had not.

The crash killed all but one of the 242 people on 
board as well as 19 people on the ground.

Walsh, a former commercial airline pilot, said 
he understood the reluctance of pilots to put 
video cameras in the cockpit.

Syrian security forces deploy as residents flee their homes amid ongoing clashes in the southern Sweida city 
yesterday. Damascus deployed troops in the predominantly Druze province of Sweida, after clashes between 
Druze fighters and Bedouin tribes killed scores of people. PHOTO: AFP

Israel war meant 
to ‘overthrow 
system’ in Iran
AFP, Tehran

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
said yesterday that Israel’s attacks during last 
month’s 12-day war were intended to weaken the 
Islamic republic’s system and spark unrest to 
topple it.

“The calculation and plan of the aggressors was 
to weaken the system by targeting certain figures 
and sensitive centres in Iran,” said Khamenei 

in a statement published on his 
website.

He said the move was 
meant to stir “unrest and 

bring people into the 
streets to overthrow 
the system”.

Israel’s attacks took 
place two days before 
Iran and the United 
States were scheduled 

to meet for a sixth round 
of nuclear talks which 

had begun on April 12. The 
talks have not since resumed.

Israel warns Syria to leave Druze alone, vows 
continued strikes

Violence in Syria involves Druze, Bedouin, govt forces

Death toll from southern Syria violence rises to 169

‘Those responsible will face justice’
FROM PAGE 1

So far, four people died 
during the clashes between 
law enforcers and the 
Awami League supporters 
yesterday.

In a statement issued 
by the chief adviser’s press 
wing, the government 
termed the Gopalganj 
violence “utterly 
indefensible”.

“The perpetrators must 
be swiftly identified and 
held fully accountable,” 
it said, adding, “Those 
responsible for this 
brutality will face justice. 
Let it be made absolutely 
clear: violence has no place 
in our nation. Justice must 
and will prevail.”

The government 
commended the army and 
police for their prompt 
response, and applauded 
the resilience and courage 
of the students who carried 
on with their rally despite 
prior threats.

Announcing that a 
curfew has been imposed 
in Gopalganj, LGRD 
Adviser Asif Mahmud 
Shojib Bhuyain posted 
on Facebook at 6:43pm, 
“Unless it is a matter of 
life and death, no general 
people should leave their 
home. The number of 
law enforcers has been 
increased. The terrorists of 
the banned organisations … 
will be broken. Everything 
is being monitored from 
the police control room, 
with instructions being 
given by the home affairs 
adviser, the youth and 
sports adviser, and heads of 
law enforcement agencies.”

BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir expressed grave 
concern and demanded 
immediate arrest and 
strict punishment of those 
responsible.

In a statement, he 
said, “With law and order 
collapsing, Awami League 
allies are now fuelling 
chaos and exploiting the 
situation to put the interim 
government in a difficult 
position.”

Wishing a quick 
recovery for the injured 

police officers, Fakhrul 
urged the government to 
respond with an “iron fist”.

“Since the fall of the 
Awami regime in the 
student-public movement, 
miscreants are once again 
trying to destabilise the 
country through anarchy… 
Today’s barbaric attack 
on NCP’s pre-announced 
programme in Gopalganj, 
the cocktail explosions, 
arson attacks on the UNO’s 
and law enforcers’ vehicles, 
and injuries to police, these 
all are manifestations of 
anarchy.”

Urging locals to 
refrain from unrest, 
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer 
Shafiqur Rahman wrote 
on Facebook, “The 
government must urgently 
take necessary steps. 
Otherwise, it will bear 
the full responsibility of 
history.”

In a separate statement, 
Jamaat Secretary General 
Mia Golam Parwar 
announced the party would 
hold peaceful protests 
nationwide. 

“It is the government’s 
duty to assist any political 
party in holding their 
programme. But there was 
no visible action from law 
enforcers on the ground 
-- and that is deeply 
concerning,” he said

In its statement, Islami 
Andolan Bangladesh said 
yesterday’s violence makes 
it evidently clear that the 
administration has failed.

The party’s Ameer 
Syed Mohammad Rezaul 
Karim demanded an 
investigation into the 
role of law enforcement 
officers. “There must be an 
inquiry into whether the 
superintendent of police 
in Gopalganj and others on 
duty deliberately allowed 
the violence to occur.”

Bangladesh Khelafat 
Majlis Secretary General 
Jalaluddin Ahmed 
demanded immediate 
arrest of the attackers. 
“This incident proves that 
the country’s law and 
order is deteriorating fast. 
The government must 
take firm, neutral, and 

responsible action.”
The 12-Party Alliance 

also issued a statement 
condemning the violence 
and said, “There is no 
alternative but to suppress 
these miscreants with a 
firm hand.”

The Biplobi Workers 
Party echoed this, saying 
the incident exposed the 
failure of law enforcement 
agencies.

It’s General Secretary 
Saiful Haque said, 
“Identified criminals had 
been openly threatening 
the NCP rally on social 
media and other platforms. 
Why were no preventive 
measures taken despite 
this?”

Gono Odhikar Parishad 
President Nurul Haque Nur 
in a Facebook post warned, 
“If the administration does 
not take visible steps within 
24 hours to free Gopalganj 
from goons and the ‘Terror 
League’, we will march 
from Dhaka to Gopalganj.”

B a n g l a d e s h e r 
Samajtantrik Dal (Basad) 
General Secretary Bazlur 
Rashid Firoz said it was 
the government’s duty to 
protect lives, property, and 
public gatherings.

“But what we saw -- 
law enforcement’s failure 
to ensure security at a 
pre-announced political 
programme -- is extremely 
alarming.”

AB Party and Khelafat 
Majlis, in separate 
statements, said Awami 
collaborators are taking 
advantage of the worsening 
law-and-order situation to 
create chaos in the country.

Meanwhile, Islamist 
organisation Hefazat-e-
Islam Bangladesh said the 
attack was a direct violation 
of democracy, freedom of 
expression, and human 
rights. 

“Uprooting fascism 
from this country is now 
the demand of the time,” 
it said in a statement, 
adding, “The indifference 
and failure of the law 
enforcement agencies is 
deeply concerning and 
questionable.”


