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Trump voices
disappointment
with Putin

Kremlin says his statements
are serious, require analysis

AGENCIES

US President Donald Trump appears to be losing patience
with his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, voicing
disappointment on Monday just hours after threatening
“severe tariffs” against Russia.

“I'm disappointed in him, but I'm not done with him.
But I'm disappointed in him,” Trump told BBC in an

interview.

A few hours earlier, during a meeting with North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (Nato) Secretary General
Mark Rutte in the Oval Office, Trump warned, “We’re going
to be doing very severe tarifls” if a ceasefire agreement on
Ukraine is not reached within 50 days.

US Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick clarified later
that Trump actually meant “economic sanctions” when
he threatened “secondary tarifls” against Russia, The
Washington Times reported.

Trump also told Rutte that the United States would
supply weapons to Ukraine through Nato, including
Patriot missile systems, with deliveries starting soon.
the Kremlin said yesterday that US
President Donald Trump’s recent statements, including
a threat of sanctions on buyers of Russian exports, are
serious and require analysis, reports Reuters.

Meanwhile,

Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said: “The US president’s

statements are very serious. Some of them are addressed
personally to President Putin.”

EAST LEBANON
Israeli jets hit

Hezbollah

targets
12 people killed

AFP, Jerusalem
Israel’s military said it was
striking targets belonging
to Hezbollah’s elite Radwan
force in eastern Lebanon
yesterday, the latest attack
despite a ceasefire between
Israel and the Iran-backed
militant group.

“Moments ago, Israeli
Air Force fighter jets...
began numerous strikes
toward Hezbollah terror
targets in the area of Beqaa,
Lebanon,” it said.

“The
compounds

military
that  were
struck  were used by
the Hezbollah  terrorist
organisation for (training
and exercising terrorists to
plan and carry out terrorist
attacks against  (Israeli)
troops and the State of
Israel,” it added.

Israel has repeatedly
bombed Lebanon despite
a November ceasefire that
sought to end over a year
of hostilities between Israel
and Herzbollah, including
two months of all-out
war that left the group
severely weakened. Defence
Minister Israel Katz said the
latest strikes were “a clear
message” to Hezbollah and
the Lebanese government
“which is responsible for
upholding the agreement.”

West Bank seeing largest
displacement since 1967

Warns UN, raises concerns about possible ‘ethnic
cleansing’ by Israeli forces

AFP, Geneva

The UN warned yesterday that mass
displacement in the West Bank had
hit levels not seen since the start of
Israel’s occupation of the Palestinian
territory nearly 60 years ago.

The United Nations said an
Israeli military operation launched
in the north of the occupied
territory in January had displaced
tens of thousands of people, raising
concerns about possible “ethnic
cleansing”.

The military operation “has
been the longest since ... the second
Intifada”, in the early 2000s, said
Juliette Touma, spokeswoman for the
UN agency for Palestinian refugees.

“It is impacting several refugee
camps in the area, and it is
causing the largest population
displacement of the Palestinians in
the West Bank since 1967,” she told
reporters in Geneva via video from
Jordan, referring to the six-day
Arab-Israeli war that led to Israel’s
occupation of the West Bank.

The UN rights office meanwhile
warned that mass forced
displacement by an occupation force
could amount to “ethnic cleansing”.

Since Israel’s military launched
its operation “Iron Wall” in the
north of the West Bank in January,
rights office spokesman Thameen
Al-Kheetan said that “about
30,000 Palestinians remain forcibly

displaced”.

Israeli security forces had during
the same period issued demolition
orders for about 1,400 homes in
the northern West Bank, he said,
describing the figures as “alarming”.

He pointed out that Israeli
demolitions had displaced 2,907
Palestinians across the West Bank
since October 2023.

Another 2,400 Palestinians -
nearly half of them children -- had
been displaced as a result of Israeli
settler actions, he added, lamenting
that the combined result was the
“emptying large parts of the West
Bank of Palestinians”.

“Permanently displacing
the civilian population within

occupied territory amounts to
unlawful transfer,” Kheetan said,
stressing  that depending on
the circumstances this could be
“tantamount to ethnic cleansing”
and could “amount to a crime
against humanity”.

Kheetan said 757 attacks by
Israeli settlers had been recorded in
the West Bank during the first half
of the year, a 13 percent increase on
the same period in 2024.

The attacks injured 96
Palestinians in the occupied
territory in June alone, he told
reporters, stressing that this was
the highest monthly injury toll of
Palestinians from settler attacks,
“in over two decades”.

People are detained by riot police during anti-migrant unrest in Torre Pacheco, Spain, yesterday, following an earlier attack on an elderly man
by unknown assailants.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Smoke rises as Syrian security forces sit in the back of a truck, while troops enter the predominantly Druze city of Sweida in southern Syria
yesterday, following two days of clashes between Bedouin tribes and Druze fighters.

Drone attack
shuts Iraq oil
field run by

US company

AFP, Arbil

A drone strike forced a
US company to suspend
operations at an oil field
in Iraq’s autonomous
Kurdistan region
yesterday, the latest
in a string of attacks
targeting the region’s
energy infrastructure.

The Kurdistan
Regional  Government
said the Sarsang oil field
in Duhok province was
hit, calling the strike
“an act of terrorism
against the Kurdistan
Region’s vital economic
infrastructure”.

The attack followed
a similar drone strike a
day earlier on an airport
in neighbouring Arbil
province, which hosts
US troops.

HKN Energy, the US
firm operating the site,
said the blast occurred at
about 7:00 am at one of
its production facilities
in the Sarsang field.

“Operations at the
affected facility have
been suspended until
the site is secured,” it
said in a statement.

A fire broke, but no
casualties were reported.
Emergency response
teams later contained
the blaze, HKN Energy
said.

Pakistan court
orders probe
into online
blasphemy
spike

AFP, Islamabad

A Pakistan court yesterday
ordered a  government
probe into allegations
that young people are
being entrapped in online
blasphemy cases, following
appeals from hundreds of
families.

There has been a spike
in cases of mostly young
men being arrested for
committing blasphemy in
WhatsApp groups since
2022.

Rights  groups and
police have said that many
are brought to trial by
private law firms, who use
volunteers to scour the
internet for offenders.

“The government will
constitute a commission
withina30-day timeframe,”
said Justice Sardar Ejaz
Ishaqg Khan at Islamabad
High Court, adding that the
commission is required to
submit its findings within

PHOTO: REUTERS four months.

REPRISALS FROM TALIBAN

UK launched
secret scheme to
relocate Afghans
alter data leak

REUTERS, London
Britain set up a secret scheme to relocate
thousands of Afghans to the UK after a soldier
accidentally disclosed the personal details of
more than 33,000 people, putting them at risk
of reprisals from the Taliban, court documents
showed yesterday.

A judge at London’s High Court said in a May
2024 judgment first made public yesterday that
about 20,000 people may have to be offered
relocation to Britain, a move that would likely cost

“several billion pounds”.

Britain’s current defence
minister John  Healey
said that around 4,500
affected people “are in
Britain or in transit
A 400 million pounds”.
The government
is also facing lawsuits
from those affected
by the breach, further
adding to the ultimate

cost of the incident.

A Ministry of Defence-
breach, a summary of which was also published
yesterday, said more than 16,000 people affected
by it had been relocated to the UK as of May this
year. The British government was forced to act
after the breach revealed the names of Afghans
who had helped British forces in Afghanistan
before they withdrew from the country in chaotic
circumstances in 2021.
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