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expressed deep gratitude 
to the guests, readers, 
advertisers, and especially to 
the martyrs and injured of 
the July uprising.

Prothom Alo won first 
prize in the “Best Idea 
to Encourage Reader 
Engagement” (National 
Brand) category and third 
prize in “Best Use of an 
Event to Build a News Brand” 
(National Brand). 

It also received INMA’s 
“Best in South Asia” award. 
Six initiatives from six global 
regions were chosen for 
this title, with Prothom Alo 
selected from South Asia. 

The awards were 
presented on May 22 at the 

World Congress of News 
Media in New York, USA.

Among the guests 
present were interim 
government advisers: Energy 
Adviser Mohammad Fauzul 
Kabir Khan, Foreign Affairs 
Adviser Touhid Hossain, and 
Environment Adviser Syeda 
Rizwana Hasan.

Cultural Affairs Adviser 
Mostofa Sarwar Farooki also 
joined the event later.

Other guests included 
Mahbubur Rahman, 
president of the 
International Chamber of 
Commerce Bangladesh; 
Professor Parveen Hasan; 
AK Azad, president of 
the Newspaper Owners’ 
Association of Bangladesh 

(NOAB); Mohammad Ali, 
managing director of Pubali 
Bank; Farah Kabir, country 
director of ActionAid 
Bangladesh; Syed Nasim 
Manzur, managing director 
of Apex Footwear Ltd; actor 
Afzal Hossain; and lawyer 
and media commentator 
Manzur Al Matin.

Also present were 
Professor Abdullah Abu 
Sayeed, Professor Ainun 
Nishat, artist Rafiqun Nabi, 
Liberation War Museum 
trustee Mofidul Hoque, and 
Women’s Affairs Reform 
Commission Chairperson 
Shireen Huq.

Simeen Rahman, CEO 
of Transcom Group; Tapan 
Chowdhury, managing 

director of Square 
Pharmaceuticals; Mahmud 
Hasan Khan, president 
of BGMEA; Moinuddin 
Hasan Rashid, chairman of 
United Group; Ahsan Khan 
Chowdhury, chairman 
of PRAN–RFL Group; FR 
Khan, managing director of 
bti; and Asif Saleh, executive 
director of BRAC, also 
attended the event.

Mahfuz Anam, editor 
and publisher of The Daily 
Star; Aasha Mehreen Amin, 
joint editor of The Daily 
Star; Dewan Hanif Mahmud, 
editor of Bonik Barta; and 
Shahed Mohammad Ali, 
editor of Samakal, were also 
among the distinguished 
guests. 

Probe into recruitment
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Nurjahan Begum said 
yesterday.

“We will take necessary 
legal action upon completion 
of the investigation. We 
will neither indulge in nor 
tolerate any irregularities,” 
she added.

She made the remarks 
while responding to a 
reporter’s question after 
attending a programme 

marking World Population 
Day at the Osmani 
Memorial Auditorium.

According to media 
reports, the hospital 
authorities appointed 65 
doctors on an ad hoc basis 
for six months, allegedly 
without publishing any 
circular in newspapers. 

No written or oral tests 
were conducted prior to 
their appointments.

Over 74,000 cases
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he said digitised cause lists, 
adjournment tracking, 
and SMS-based summons 
notifications have already 
shown positive results 
in pilot districts and will 
soon be extended to family 
courts. 

“With digital summons 
authenticated through the 
National ID system and 
supported by a judicial 
helpdesk, service of process 
will no longer become a 
pretext for delay,” he said.

Addressing the 
workshop, Appellate 
Division Judge Justice 
Farah Mahbub said, “When 
a child’s custody is left 
undecided for years, when 
a destitute woman’s claim 
for maintenance remains 
unresolved, and when 
parties are left entangled 
in prolonged litigation, the 
social cost is profound and 
may be irreversible.”

She reiterated that 
justice in family courts 
is not about winning or 
losing -- it is about healing. 
As part of this system, 
she stressed the need to 
make justice accessible, 
empathetic, and swift.

She proposed key 
measures to strengthen 
family justice, including 
establishing specialised 
family courts with 
concurrent civil and 
criminal authority in each 
jurisdiction to ensure 
procedural coherence and 
reduce fragmentation. 

Additionally, she 
called for targeted 
amendments to clarify 
procedural ambiguities 
in the Family Courts 
Act, institutionalisation 
of mandatory pre-trial 
mediation with trained 
mediators and female 
counsellors, and allowing 
alternative dispute 
resolution during appeals.

Justice Mahbub also 
stressed the need for 
support from psychologists 
and social workers in 
sensitive cases, along 
with mandatory trauma-
informed training for 
judges and lawyers.

She highlighted 
the importance of full 
digitisation -- such as 
case tracking dashboards, 
online notice delivery, and 
video conferencing -- to 
help migrant families and 
working women, allowing 
them to submit digital 

evidence throughout the 
legal process.

BRAC Executive 
Director Asif Saleh said a 
just and equitable society 
is only possible when every 
woman and girl is free 
to realise her potential, 
unshackled by harmful 
socio-cultural norms. 

He noted that BRAC’s 
approach -- encompassing 
community mobilisation, 
capacity building, and 
policy advocacy -- aims 
to dismantle structural 
barriers that keep justice 
out of reach for many, 
particularly women and 
marginalised groups.

In response to 
procedural bottlenecks 
in family courts, BRAC 
organised five workshops 
earlier this year, bringing 
together 117 judges and 10 
lawyers from 51 districts to 
identify practical solutions 
to delays.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
from the workshops 
included making pre-
trial alternative dispute 
resolution mandatory and 
legally binding, involving 
local authorities in the 
summons process, allowing 
decree enforcement within 
the same case to remove the 
need for separate execution 
suits, and digitalising 
marriage registration 
to prevent disputes over 
marital status.

Other proposals 
included requiring a 50 
percent deposit to file 
appeals to discourage 
frivolous cases, setting 
fixed timeframes for case 
disposal, expanding the 
jurisdiction of family 
courts to cover inheritance, 
domestic violence, and 
dowry-related matters, and 
codifying Hindu family 
laws with mandatory 
registration of Hindu 
marriages.In her welcome 
remarks, Shashwatee 
Biplob, associate director 
of BRAC’s SELP and 
Gender Justice and 
Diversity Programme, said 
these collective efforts are 
a meaningful step toward 
restoring public trust in the 
justice system, upholding 
the dignity of survivors, 
and building a more just, 
inclusive, and equitable 
society.

The event was moderated 
by ATM Morshed Alam, 
lead of Legal Aid and Policy 
Advocacy at SELP.

Three to die
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case records and evidence.
“All the convicts were 

present in court when the 
verdict was pronounced,” 
said Public Prosecutor 
Afsar Uddin, adding that 
the three were taken to jail 
following the order.

According to court 
sources, the murder took 
place on April 10, 2021. 

Zainal was killed inside 
his house in the Telipara 
area of Barabkunda union 
under Sitakunda upazila. 

To conceal the crime, 
the perpetrators dumped 
his body parts in a nearby 
pond.

Following the incident, 
Zainal’s brother filed a 
case with Sitakunda Police 
Station, naming his sister-
in-law and two others as 
accused.

After investigation, 
police submitted a charge 
sheet against Rima and her 
two accomplices. A total of 
11 witnesses testified in the 
case during the trial.

JCD protests mob 
FROM PAGE 3

“They are even spreading 
propaganda using the 
name of BNP’s acting 
chairman,” Nasir alleged.

He said the protest was 
held to resist these activities 
and clarify the stance 
of JCD. “But we have no 
intention of creating any 
sort of unrest,” he added.

In Manikganj, the 
district unit of JCD brought 
out a procession from 
the Law College premises 
around noon.

At the rally, Manikganj 
JCD President Abdul 
Khalek Shuvo said, “We 
are on the streets to 
counter the conspiracy 
against students. Innocent 

students are being used to 
form mobs and destabilise 
educational institutions.”

In Pirojpur, the JCD 
district unit brought 
out a procession to 
resist “conspiracy and 
propaganda” against BNP.

The march began 
in front of the district 
stadium and ended with a 
rally at the Gopal Krishna 
Town Club premises.

Similar protests took 
place in Chattogram, 
Rajshahi, Barishal, Bogura, 
Lalmonirhat, Cumilla, 
Habiganj, Satkhira, 
Gaibandha, Jashore, 
Cox’s Bazar, Shariatpur, 
Mymensingh, Chandpur, 
Bagerhat and other districts.

Subrata Bain
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In the charge sheet, 
Aminul said another top-
listed criminal, Abu Rasel 
Masud alias Molla Masud, 
had assisted Subrata 
in procuring arms and 
ammunition.

The charge sheet was 
submitted to the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s 
Court of Dhaka.

Apart from Subrata and 
Molla Masud, two other 
individuals named in the 
charge sheet are Arafat 
Ibne Nasir alias Shooter 
Arafat, and MAS Sharif.

According to the 
document, Subrata Bain 
alias Fateh Ali had been 
residing in India for over 
25 years. He returned to 
Bangladesh following the 
fall of the AL government.

Subrata and Masud 
were arrested in Kushtia 
on May 27. Based on 
information they provided, 
their associates Arafat and 
Sharif were later arrested in 
Dhaka’s Hatirjheel.

Following their arrests, all 
four were placed in remand 
in the arms case filed with 
Hatirjheel Police Station.
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