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Meanwhile, the tribunal 
directed relevant jail 
authorities to produce two 
accused before the court 
on July 22 in connection 
with the case filed over 
the killing of Abu Sayed, a 
student of Begum Rokeya 
University, Rangpur. The 
two accused are Rafiul 
Hasan and Md Anowar 
Parvej.

It also ordered the 
publication of notices 
in two newspapers for 
24 accused on the run, 
asking them to appear 
before the court on July 
22 in the same case. 

The absconding 
accused include BRUR 
former vice-chancellor 
Professor Hasibur Rashid 

and former Rangpur 
Metropolitan Police 
commissioner Md 
Moniruzzaman.

Abu Sayed was shot 
dead on July 16 last 
year in Rangpur during 
a student-led protest 
against the quota system 
in government jobs.

In another 
development, the tribunal 
set July 16 for submitting 
a report on eight fugitives 
in the case filed over the 
shooting of six student 
protesters, five of whom 
were killed and burned, 
while the sixth was 
reportedly set on fire 
while still alive, in Ashulia 
on August 5 last year. 
Eight accused have so far 
been arrested.

All 64 districts at risk as dengue
FROM PAGE 3

level, dengue will remain 
difficult to control,” he 
added.

Prof Bashar also warned 
that all districts are now 
at risk of more severe 
outbreaks than in previous 
years. “Aedes mosquitoes 
are now present in every 
district,” he said. “In 
coastal areas, people often 
store rainwater during 
this season, creating ideal 
breeding grounds.”

Echoing his concerns, 
entomologist GM Saifur 
Rahman pointed to the 
rapid rise in the mosquito 
population. “The rising 
Aedes population is 
leading to a geometric 
increase in dengue cases. 
Once infected, a mosquito 

can lay infected eggs, 
worsening the outbreak,” 
he said.

He called for the 
creation of a dedicated 
vector control department 
to manage mosquito-
borne diseases in a 
scientific and structured 
way. “This department 
should oversee 
cluster identification, 
surveillance, and targeted 
interventions. Without a 
structured and science-
based approach, existing 
efforts will continue to fall 
short,” Rahman warned.

According to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services, at least 
one dengue patient died 
and 420 others were 
hospitalised in the 24 hours 

leading up to yesterday 
morning. Of them, 116 were 
from the Barishal division.

The total number of 
deaths has now reached 
56, while the number of 
reported cases has climbed 
to 14,880. At present, 
1,240 dengue patients 
are receiving treatment 
in hospitals across the 
country, 853 of them 
outside Dhaka.

Death anniv
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press release issued by his 
daughter Barrister Shukla 
Srwart Siraj said.

Siraj, a veteran politician, 
read the manifesto of the 
country’s independence in 
presence of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
and millions of others on 
March 3, 1971.

He was also the 
commander of the 
Bangladesh Liberation 
Force. He was elected 
member of parliament five 

times in his 60-year-long 
political career.

Siraj was known as 
one of the “four caliphs” 
-- Shajahan Siraj, ASM 
Abdur Rob, Abdul Kuddus 
Makhon and Nur-e-Alam 
Siddique -- of Liberation 
War. Siraj was one of the 
key figures of Swadhin 
Bangla Biplabi Parishad, 
a secret organisation 
formed by Bangabandhu 
in 1962 with an aim to 
liberate the country from 
Pakistan.

Govt forms Press Accreditation
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issuance of press 
accreditation cards, handle 
objections, hold hearings, 
and resolve disputes. The 
committee will also be able 
to recommend additions, 
amendments, and revisions 
to the accreditation policy.

Those concerned hope 
that the committee’s 
formation will resolve 

complications surrounding 
journalists’ entry into the 
Secretariat. 

Currently, two types of 
cards -- permanent and 
temporary -- are issued. 
Permanent cards are valid 
for three years, while 
temporary ones are valid 
for one year. Under the new 
policy, all cards will be valid 
for three years.

Accreditation cards will 
be issued proportionally 
based on the number of 

journalists in a media 
outlet, with a maximum 
cap of 15 cards per outlet.

Since the current 
government took office, 
press accreditation cards 
of nearly 200 journalists 
have been cancelled in 
several phases. Following a 
fire incident in Building-7 
of the Secretariat in 
December last year, 
journalists’ access was 
further restricted, citing 
security concerns.

4
DHAKA MONDAY JULY 14, 2025 

ASHAR 30, 1432 BS        

Student found 
dead in Jamalpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

A college student was found dead and his friend 
critically injured in Madarganj upazila of Jamalpur 
yesterday.

The deceased -- Masud Pramanik, 23, from 
Kokoalikandi village -- was a student of Teghuria 
Shahed Ali School and College, said police.

At the time, his friend Rubel, 26, of the same 
village, was rescued in a critical condition and 
later admitted to Jamalpur General Hospital.

Quoting locals, Madarganj Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Saifullah Saif said Rubel called 
Masud to come to his house on Saturday as his 
family was away.

When there was no response from inside the 
house the next morning, neighbours broke down 
the door around noon and found Masud dead on 
the floor with his throat slit. 

Rubel was found lying nearby with serious 
injuries to his neck, the OC added.

He said the two of them were preparing to go 
abroad.  “We are investigating the incident,” the 
OC added.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In the quiet, green stretches of Savar’s Birulia, a 
revolution in animal care is taking root, as the first-
ever Canine Cancer Treatment and Rehabilitation 
Center was officially inaugurated on Saturday 
-- a historic step in the country’s animal welfare 
sector.

The centre, established by Furry Friends 
Foundation, is the first dedicated facility in 
Bangladesh focused solely on diagnosing, treating, 
and rehabilitating dogs suffering from cancer, and 
that too, free of cost! 

Until now, most dogs battling the disease, 
whether pets or strays, received treatment either at 
home, on the streets, or in makeshift shelters with 
limited resources and little to no specialist support.

Founded and led by animal welfare advocate 
Tasneem Sinha, Furry Friends Foundation has long 
been engaged in sterilisation drives, emergency 
rescues, and community education. The new 
facility adds a much-needed specialist wing to the 
foundation’s expanding efforts.

Where hope 
walks on 
four legs

Furry Friends Foundation 
opens country’s first canine 

cancer treatment centre
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Police personnel load rickshaws onto a truck during a mobile court drive by DMP’s Lalbagh Division to clear 
illegally parked vehicles and roadside shops around Mitford Hospital. The drive follows the recent killing of 
trader Sohag in the area on Wednesday. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

3 children drown in 
Netrokona, M’singh
STAR REPORT

At least three children drowned to death in 
Netrokona and Mymensingh yesterday.

In Netrokona, 18-month-old Javed, son of Sagar 
Mia, drowned in a water-filled pit in Pogla village 
of Kalmakanda upazila.

According to family and police, the incident 
occurred around 3:00pm when Javed was 
playing in the yard and his mother was busy with 
household chores.

As she did not see him for a while, family members 
began searching for him and found his body floating 
in a rainwater-filled pit near their house.

Javed was declared dead at Kalmakanda Upazila 
Health Complex.

In Mymensingh, the bodies of two children 
were recovered from a waterbody in Sadar upazila, 
a day after they went missing.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Hundreds of residents in three 
villages of Siddhipasha Union in 
Jashore’s Abhoynagar upazila are 
living in fear as a severely damaged 
embankment along the Muzutkhali 
river could collapse at any moment.

If the embankment gives way, it 
could flood homes, fish enclosures, 
and farmlands in Dighliyarabad, 
Joyarabad, and Ramnagar villages, 
said locals. 

They said the embankment, built 
decades ago along the banks of 
the Muzutkhali, an offshoot of the 

Bhairab, has become increasingly 
vulnerable, especially during the 
monsoon. Cracks appear almost 
every year due to rising water 
pressure, but this year the situation 
is more critical than ever.

“Water is rising fast. If the 
embankment breaks, where will 
we go with our children?” said 
Momotaj Begum of Dighliyarabad.

Abdul Momen, a farmer from 
the same village, added, “We’ve 
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MUZUTKHALI RIVER IN JASHORE

Abhoynagar embankment 
at risk of collapse
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