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20-storey building built at 
projected cost of Tk 160cr

Project lack Rajuk, 
ministry clearance

Funding halted 
in 2016

Construction stopped after 
external work finished

DIPAN NANDY

A 20-storey government high-rise in the heart of 
Old Dhaka has remained abandoned for the past 
eight years due to administrative irregularities, 
missing documents, and suspended funding.

Built at a projected cost of Tk 160 crore, 
the Dhaka Zilla Parishad’s “Dhaka Tower” was 
intended to generate revenue through the rental 
of shops and commercial spaces -- a plan that 
never materialised.

Construction began in 2011 with a five-
year completion target. However, six years 
later, after the external structure had been 
completed, it emerged that the project lacked 
mandatory approval from the Rajdhani Unnayan 
Kartripakkha (Rajuk). It also did not have the 
necessary administrative clearance from the 
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UNB, Feni

The government is taking steps to 
implement a Tk 7,340 crore project to 
build flood control embankments along 
the Muhuri, Kohua, and Silonia rivers in 
Feni through the Bangladesh Army, said 
Disaster Management and Relief Ministry 
Adviser Faruk-E-Azam yesterday.

The project and will require top-
level technical expertise and flawless 

execution, he said while visiting flood-hit 
areas in Fulgazi upazila.

The adviser said the current 
embankments in the region are inadequate 
for tackling such large-scale floods.

“We need stronger embankments. The 
proposed project will be implemented 
with proper technological support and 
under appropriate authority,” he said.

“Natural disasters can’t be prevented, 
but the government is fully prepared to 

Govt mulls
Tk 7,340cr 
flood control 
dam in Feni
Says Adviser Faruk-E-Azam

Heavy rains have submerged large areas 
of Feni. The photo was taken in Fulgazi 
upazila recently. PHOTO: STAR
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Cargo ships remain anchored in the Bhairab river at Noapara in Jashore due to poor navigability 
during low tide yesterday. The vessels wait for high tide to resume movement, causing delays 
and driving up transport costs. These shops arrive from different parts of the country, carrying 
coal, cement, stone, fertiliser, food grains, and other industrial and agricultural goods.
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WHO sends 
Saima Wazed 
on indefinite 
leave
Says Health Policy 
Watch

STAR REPORT

Saima Wazed Putul, 
the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) 
regional director for the 
South East Asia Regional 
Office (SEARO), has been 
sent on indefinite leave 
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Man robbed, 
stripped by 
muggers
STAR REPORT

Muggers went so far as 
to strip a man of his shirt 
in Dhaka’s Shyamoli on 
Friday, after they had 
snatched his valuables.

The shocking incident 
was caught on CCTV, 
which has gone viral on 
social media.

Speaking to The Daily 
Star, Imaul Haque, officer-
in-charge of Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar Police Station, 
confirmed the incident.

He said the police have 
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Woman faked 
bomb threat 
to stop son’s 
affair: Rab DG
STAR REPORT

A woman issued a fake 
bomb threat on a Biman 
Bangladesh Airlines’ 
Dhaka-Kathmandu flight 
in an attempt to prevent 
her son from travelling with 
his extramarital partner.

Rab Director General 
and Additional IGP 
AKM Shahidur Rahman 
disclosed the information 
at a press briefing in 
Karwan Bazar yesterday 
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of several political 
parties yesterday said the 
national aspirations of the 
people remained unfulfilled 
not only after the Liberation 
War but also following the 
July uprising.

Speaking at a seminar, they 
said despite various victories 
achieved through movements 

over the past century, social 
inequality continues to 
plague the country.

They called for urgent 
steps to curb political and 
economic criminalisation, 
hold timely elections based on 
consensus, and improve law 
and order to uphold people’s 
aspirations for a democratic 
Bangladesh.

People’s aspirations 
still unfulfilled

Speakers tell seminar, call for steps to 
curb political, economic criminalisation

SEE PAGE 9 COL 7


