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Bangladesh and has long 
been a key partner in the 
country’s efforts to combat 
terrorism and enhance 
security.

“US support in training 
and equipment has played 
a vital role in building 
the capacity of the 
Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime (CTTC) 
unit of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police,” he said.

Jahangir thanked the 
Chargé d’Affaires for the 
assistance and requested 
continued cooperation in 
the sector.

Expressing a 
commitment to cooperate 
in Bangladesh’s security 
sector, Bouldin said every 
country faces some level 
of risk from terrorism 
and militant attacks, and 
Bangladesh is no exception. 

Bangladesh should 
nonetheless remain vigilant 
in this regard, she added.

In response, the 
adviser said there is no 
militancy in Bangladesh 
at present. “Occasionally, 
banned political parties 
try to organise rallies and 
demonstrations, but law 
enforcement agencies are 
strictly countering those 
attempts,” he said.

He also said special 
security arrangements have 
been made for the diplomatic 
zone in Baridhara, Dhaka. 
“Along with regular law 
enforcement, the Coast 
Guard has been deployed 
there.”

Thanking the adviser for 
the special security measures 
taken for the US Embassy 
in Dhaka, Bouldin said 
mutual communication, 
coordination, and 
information-sharing among 
security agencies are 
essential to ensure national 
security.

She said similar 
integration and exchange of 
information should also take 
place among Bangladesh’s 
regular police force, National 
Security Intelligence, Special 
Branch, CTTC, and Anti-
Terrorism Unit, which would 
help further strengthen and 
consolidate the country’s 
security system.

The meeting was attended 
by Khondker Mohammad 
Mahbubur Rahman, 
additional secretary 
(political and ICT) to the 
Public Security Division; 
Eric Geelan, political and 
economic counsellor at the 
US Embassy; and Josh Pope, 
political-military affairs 
officer.

RMG worker 
stabbed to death
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A garment worker was stabbed to death by 
a group of robbers at Tongi Bazar flyover 
in Gazipur on the Dhaka–Mymensingh 
highway early yesterday, said police.

The deceased, Mahfuzur Rahman, 25, 
was employed at Blue Fashion Garments 
in Tongi. The incident took place around 
1:00am. Tongi West Police Station OC 
Iskandar Habibur Rahman said the 
deceased had gone on vacation to his 
village home in Barishal on July 6. 

He was walking along the Tongi flyover 
upon his return from vacation. A group 
of robbers stopped him and attempted to 
snatch his mobile phone and money. When 
Mahfuzur tried to resist, the attackers 
stabbed him with sharp weapons before 
fleeing the scene, the OC said.

Hearing his screams, locals rescued and 
took him to Tongi Government Hospital, 
where doctors declared him dead. 

The OC said police are trying to arrest 
the assailants.

Woman’s body 
found in Ctg flat
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police recovered 11 dismembered body parts 
of a woman from a flat in Chattogram’s 
Raufabad area early yesterday.

The victim, Fatema Begum Poli, 32, 
was from Noakhali.

The incident occurred between 
7:00pm and midnight on a JF Tower flat 
in the city’s Paharika Residential Area.

Her husband, Md Suman, a pickup van 
driver, went into hiding after the incident, 
said Bayzid Bostami Police Station OC Md 
Kamruzzaman. He said police recovered 
several sharp weapons from the flat, 
including two scissors, a machete, a knife, 
a boti (traditional cleaver), and a saw.

Footprints and other evidence were 
also collected from the flat, the OC added.

SI Abid Hossen said being informed 
by neighbours, police reached the flat 
around 12:30am and recovered the body 
parts, which were sent to CMCH for 
autopsy. Efforts are underway to arrest 
the husband, said the OC.

Govt takes steps
FROM PAGE 3

Simultaneously, steps 
will be taken to rationally 
increase newspaper 
advertisement rates.

As per the commission’s 
recommendations, the 
Bangladesh Bureau 
of Statistics (BBS) will 
conduct a survey to assess 
audience, viewer, and 
reader satisfaction with 
media content.

To promote fair 
competition in the 
advertising industry, the 
ministry will consult the 
Bangladesh Competition 
Commission to investigate 
any alleged unfair practices.

The security deposit fee 
for FM radio licenses will 
be revised and reduced to 
a more reasonable level, the 
statement read.

In consultation with the 
National Board of Revenue 
(NBR), steps will be taken 
to exempt columnists, 
contributors, artists, 
and guest presenters or 
discussants in the media 
from advance income tax 

on their honorarium.
A primary decision 

has been taken to remove 
the mandatory use of 
Bangladesh Satellite 
Company Limited (BSCL) for 
television channels’ uplink 
and downlink services.

Moreover, the curriculum 
of the Press Institute of 
Bangladesh (PIB) and the 
National Institute of Mass 
Communication (NIMC) will 
be updated, and efforts will 
be made to enhance their 
institutional capacity.

A preliminary decision 
has also been taken 
to establish the BCS 
Information Academy for 
training officials of the 
Information Cadre.

Work together
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-- “Empowering young 
people to create the 
families they want in a fair 
and hopeful world” -- is 
very timely.

Noting that a skilled 
population is the country’s 
asset, the chief adviser 
said about 30 percent 
of Bangladesh’s total 
population are adolescents 
and young people.

The country’s socio-
economic development 
depends on the education, 
health, standard of living, 
and empowerment of 
this large section of the 
population, he added.

He said to build a 
prosperous Bangladesh; 
equal opportunities must 
be ensured for all.

“Embracing the spirit of 
the July mass uprising, the 
government is committed 
to utilising the immense 
potential of the young 
generation by ensuring the 
best use of family planning, 
maternal and child 
health, and adolescent 
reproductive healthcare 
programmes,” he said.

He wished overall 
success for all the 
programmes undertaken 
on the occasion of World 
Population Day.

Thousands suffer
FROM PAGE 4

He said around 500 students 
from the area cross the river 
daily to attend schools. “In 
the rainy season, children 
cross the river at great risk. 
Sometimes they have to 
stop going to school when 
flash floods inundate the 
area,” he added.

Contacted, Md 

Golam Kibria Pioul, 
upazila engineer of the 
Local Government and 
Engineering Department, 
said a spot survey and soil 
test were conducted, and a 
proposal for constructing a 
100-metre bridge at the site 
was submitted last year. If 
approved, construction will 
begin, he added.

China backs govt’s
FROM PAGE 3

During the meeting, both 
sides expressed confidence 
in the prospects of the 
bilateral ties.

Recalling recent 
Investment Conference 
of China in Bangladesh, 
Wang Yi expressed China’s 
interest to work with 
Bangladesh in the field 
of textiles, energy, light 
engineering, among others.

Foreign Adviser Touhid 
Hossain acknowledged 
with deep appreciation the 
political and development 
support extended by China 
to the current government 
led by Prof Muhammad 
Yunus.

He reiterated 
Bangladesh’s call for an 
urgent and immediate 
solution to the Rohingya 
crisis and asked for China’s 
support in this regard.

Touhid Hossain also 
urged China to support 

Bangladesh in regional 
and multilateral platforms, 
including in the United 
Nations.

Later in the afternoon, 
he also met with Canadian 
Foreign Minister Anita 
Anand and discussed 
possible means to expand 
bilateral relations, especially 
in the field of trade.

Anand expressed 
Canada’s support in 
resolving the longstanding 
Rohingya crisis.

The foreign adviser was 
accompanied by Shameem 
Ahsan, high commissioner 
of Bangladesh to Malaysia; 
Forhadul Islam, director 
general of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and 
other senior officials of 
Bangladesh.

Touhid is leading the 
Bangladesh delegation to 
the 32nd ARF Ministerial 
Meeting, which is set to 
begin today. 

July injured to get
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He said the project is being 
treated as a priority and 
efforts will be made to start 
and finish it on time.

“If we get approval from 
Ecnec this month, we will 
begin the procedure as early 
as possible. The timeframe 
of the project is from July 
2025 to June 2029,” he said.

The final list of recipients 
will be determined later 
through consultations 
between the July Directorate, 
the NHA, and the ministry. 
Flats will be allocated based 
on the severity of injuries, he 
added.

On July 7, a Project 
Evaluation Committee 
(PEC) meeting was held at 

the Planning Commission 
to discuss the project, titled 
“Construction of 1,560 
Residential Flats in Dhaka’s 
Mirpur 9 for Permanent 
Housing of Families of July 
Fighters Who Lost Their 
Ability to Work in the Anti-
Discrimination Student 
Movement”. 

Officials said the project 
was given the green light at 
that meeting.

According to a 
government notice, 
493 people have been 
categorised as “critically 
injured” (Category A), and 
908 as “seriously injured” 
(Category B) during the July 
uprising -- totalling 1,401 
individuals.
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Two friends share chips and laughter under an umbrella, embracing the 
downpour at Bells Park field in Barishal city. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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