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Indo-Pacific
a ‘focal point
of US foreign
policy’

Rubio tells Asean
ministers

REUTERS, Kuala Lumpur
US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio met counterparts in
Southeast Asia yesterday
during his first visit to the
region since taking office,
reassuring them it is a
priority for Washington,
despite President Donald
Trump’s tariffs.
Washington’s top
diplomat joined foreign
ministers of the 10-member
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations in Kuala
Lumpur at a meeting that
includes Australia, China,
the Furopean  Union,
Japan, Russia, South Korea
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and Russia, and others.

The visit is part of an
effort to renew US focus
on the Indo-Pacific and
look beyond conlflicts in the
Middle East and Europe.

“It is our view, our
strong view, and the reality
that this century and the
next, the story of the next
50 vyears, will largely be
written here in this region,
in this part of the world,”
Rubio told the gathering of
Asean ministers.

“When I hear .. that
perhaps the United States
or the world might be
distracted by events in
other parts of the planet,
I would say distraction is
impossible,” added Rubio,
who doubles as national
security adviser.

-y -u-ln;
“'-I.l_r.n_
L8

Displaced Palestinians make their way toward the Mawasi area as they flee amid an Israeli ground offensive in Khan Younis, in the southern

Gaza Strip, yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

52 killed in Israeli strikes

Says Gaza civil defence agency as ‘difficult’ truce talks continue

AGENCIES
Gaza’s civil defence agency yesterday said 52
people, including eight children, were killed
in Israeli bombardments on the Palestinian
territory.

Nearly half of those deaths were recorded
in the central city of Deir el-Balah, where at
least 17 people were Kkilled, it said.

The series of strikes came just hours after
Hamas, which runs Gaza, announced it was
willing to release 10 Israeli hostages as part
of ceasefire talks in Qatar. The Palestinian
group also said it opposes any ceaselire deal
that includes a large Israeli military presence
in Gaza.

US President Donald Trump extended
timeframe for the truce, saying there is a “very
good chance” of a deal in Gaza this week or
next, but Hamas said talks in Qatar have been
“difficult” because of Israel’s stubbornness,
reports Al Jazeera online.

Gaza’s civil defence

agency official

€ Hamas agrees to release 10
hostages as part of talks

€) Trump says ceasefire deal close,
this week or next

€) lIsraeli soldiers kill Palestinian
man in West Bank

Mohammed al-Mughair said the latest wave
of Israeli bombings hit central and southern
Gaza. Eight children and two women were
among the dead, he said, adding Israeli aircraft
targeted “a gathering of citizens in front of a
medical point”.

Two people were killed in separate strikes
on the Nuseirat camp while four lost their
lives at the Bureij camp, both in central Gaza,

Mughair said.

Five people living in tents in the Al-Mawasi
area of Khan Yunis in the south, he added.
Israel’s strikes have Kkilled at least 57,680
Palestinians in Gaza, most of them civilians,
according to the Hamas-run territory’s health
ministry.

In the occupied West Bank, Palestinian
authorities said Israeli troops killed a 55-year-
old man -- an incident the Israeli army said
involved a stabbing attack.

The Ramallah-based health ministry said
the body in charge of coordination with Israel
informed it that soldiers “shot and killed”
the man in Rummanah, near Jenin, in the
morning.

Meanwhile, the United States said on
Wednesday it was imposing sanctions on
Francesca Albanese, the United Nations’
special rapporteur on human rights in the
occupied Palestinian territories, who has been
very critical of US ally Israel’s offensive in Gaza.

Businesses demand
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If there is no positive
outcome from the
ongoing negotiations,

the government needs
to appoint lobbyist firms
to pursue the Trump
administration for lowering
the tariff for Bangladesh, he
said.

A Bangladeshi delegation
led by Commerce Adviser
Sk Bashir Uddin is still in
negotiations with the United
States Trade Representative
in Washington, DC. The
negotiations will continue
today.

“The  private  sector
should have been involved
in the negotiation process
as they are the biggest
stakeholders,” Khan added.

Anwar-Ul-Alam
Chowdhury (Parvez),
president of the Bangladesh
Chamber of Industries (BCI),
echoed the same.

Were the exporters and
private sector entrepreneurs
part of the process, they
could have engaged
the American clothing
retailers and brands in the
negotiation with the USTR,
Parvez said.

Apart from the tariff
issue, the issues of gas
imports and the energy
crisis in industrial units were
discussed at the meeting,
which was mainly convened
on the reform initiative

WAR IN UKRAINE

taken for the National Board
of Revenue.

After  the  meeting,
Power and Energy Adviser
Muhammad Fouzul Kabir
Khan said he will hold
a press conference on
Sunday to brief about the
government’s actions (0
address the Trump tariffs,
NBR reforms and other
issues.

Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Adviser
Syeda  Rizwana  Hasan,
Industries Adviser Adilur
Rahman Khan and Labour
and Employment Adviser
M Sakhawat Hussain were
present at the meeting.

Among the businesses,
Syed Nasim Manzur,
president of Leathergoods
andFootwearManufacturers
& Exporters Association
of Bangladesh; AK Azad,
chairman and managing
director of  HaMeem
Group; Tapan Chowdhury,

managing  director  of
Square  Pharmaceuticals;
Mahbubur Rahman,

president of International
Chamber of Commerce-
Bangladesh; Mir  Nasir
Hossain, former president
of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry;
Simeen Rahman, vice-
president of Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, were also present.

Russia seizes $50bn in
assets as economy shifts

Russian authorities have confiscated assets worth some
$50 billion over the past three years, underscoring the
scale of the transformation into a “fortress Russia”
economic model during the war in Ukraine, research

showed on Wednesday.

The conflict hasbeen accompanied by a significant transfer
of assets as many Western companies fled the Russian market,
others’ assets were expropriated and the assets of some major
Russian businesses were seized by the state.

In response to what Russia called illegal actions by the
West, President Vladimir Putin signed decrees over the
past three years allowing the seizure of Western assets,
entangling firms ranging from Germany’s Uniper to

Danish brewer Carlsberg.

Iran threats
within UK
‘significantly
increased’

Says intel watchdog

AFP, London

The threat posed by Iran in
the UK has “significantly
increased”, with Iranian
spies behind more than
a dozen attempts to kill
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of the Foreign Influence
Registration Scheme (FIRS),
which aims to boost Britain’s
national security against

about it other than what
I read today.”

“But I will tell you I
think they’re very dishonest

Trump fired Comey

in 2017 as the FBI chief
was leading a probe into
whether any members of the

people,” the president told - covert foreign influences. = e R

reporters at the White House. “I . Trump campaign had colluded “Iran poses a wide- ¢ | ¥ e G FEF e A wewmT T T |

think they’re crooked as hell and maybe ~ With M(?SCOW to sway the 2016 ranging, persistent and W | e/ citfes /et «@itwrn wesideres e it om e Ba/fea awm = g )
they have to pay a price for that.” presidential vote between Trump and unpredictable threat to 1 | fezelge e o7 vifems @frs «vm Teem/ 3 =S +ia |

Fox News Digital first reported the DPemocratic candidate Hillary Clinton.

probe into Comey and Brennan, saying That investigation, which Trump
it involved “potential wrongdoing” has denounced for years as the “Russia

related to the investigation into claims Noax,” was taken over by special counsel
Of Russian in[erference in [he 2016 R()bert Mueller, VVhO fOund thel‘e had
election won by Trump, and alleged been interference by Russia in the 2016

the UK, UK nationals, and
UK interests,” Kevan Jones,
chairman of the watchdog
committee, said in the
report’s conclusions.
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