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that the pond is now 
surrounded by tin sheets, 
and preparatory work for 
construction is underway.

The notice warned that 
filling up the pond would 
lead to severe waterlogging. 

BELA pointed out that, 
under existing laws, a pond 
-- whether public or private 
-- cannot be filled without 
prior permission from the 
relevant authorities or in 
the absence of national 
interest. Altering the natural 
character of the pond 
violates environmental 
regulations and is a 

punishable offence.
The legal notice 

has been addressed to 
administrator, Dhaka 
North City Corporation; 
secretary, Ministry of 
Land; secretary, Ministry 
of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change; 
chairman, Rajdhani 
Unnayan Kartripakkha 
(Rajuk); director 
general, Department 
of Environment (DoE); 
chairman, Bangladesh 
Small and Cottage 
Industries Corporation 
(BSCIC); deputy 
commissioner, Dhaka 
district; commissioner, 
Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police; director, DoE 
(Dhaka Metropolitan 
Office), officer-in-charge, 
Mohammadpur Police 
Station and managing 
director, Ratul Properties 
Limited, Rupayan Group.
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their acquired lands, and 
there have been widespread 
allegations of corruption 
and embezzlement.

The statement also 
mentioned instances like 
Sonargaon, where private 
investors deliberately 
destroyed agricultural land 
by filling it with sand before 
declaring it an economic 
zone.

They further pointed 

out that even the 
current chairman of the 
Bangladesh Economic 
Zones Authority (BEZA) 
recently cancelled 10 
proposed zones, admitting 
that no more than 10 zones 
are realistically needed in 
the next decade.

The citizens made five 
key demands – halting 
the eviction of Santals in 
Gobindaganj, launching a 
high-level investigation into 

corruption and irregularities 
in land acquisition for EPZs, 
assessing environmental 
and agricultural damage 
caused by these projects, 
ensuring accountability 
for those involved in land 
grabbing and fraud, and 
returning unused acquired 
land to the original farmers, 
through legal reform if 
necessary

The signatories of the 
statement include Hamida 

Hossain, human rights 
activist; Sultana Kamal, 
human rights activist and 
founding chairperson of 
Manabadhikar Sanskritik 
Foundation; Khushi Kabir, 
human rights activist 
and coordinator of Nijera 
Kori; Iftekharuzzaman, 
executive director of 
Transparency International 
Bangladesh (TIB); Rasheda 
K Choudhury, executive 
director of Campaign for 

Popular Education (CAMPE); 
Shireen Pervin Huq, founder 
of Naripokkho; Shaheen 
Anam, executive director 
of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation; Sumaiya 
Khair, professor of Law at 
University of Dhaka; ZI Khan 
Panna, senior advocate at 
Bangladesh Supreme Court; 
and Advocate Taslima Islam, 
acting chief executive of 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association (BELA).

All 8 accused 
remanded over 
Muradnagar 
triple murder 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Cumilla

A Cumilla court yesterday 
placed all eight accused 
in the Muradnagar triple 
murder case on three-day 
remands.

Judge Mominul Haque 
of Cumilla’s Cognisance 
Court-11 passed the order 
in the afternoon.

The eight accused are 
Sabir Ahmed, 48, Nazim 
Uddin Babul, 56, Bacchu 
Mia, 55, Rabiul Awal, 55, 
Dulal, 45, Atikur Rahman, 
42, Bayez Master, 43, and 
Akash, 24.

They were all present 
during the hearing, 
confirmed Sadekur 
Rahman, inspector of the 
court.

The incident occurred 
on July 3 when a mob, 
allegedly led by local Union 
Parishad Chairman Shimul 
Billal, attacked the home of 
a woman named Roksana 
Akter Rubi. Rubi, along 
with her daughter Taspiya 
Jonaki and her son Russel, 
were brutally beaten and 
hacked to death.  Roksana’s 
eldest daughter Rikta 
Akhter filed the murder 
case with the local police 
station on July 4, naming 
38 individuals and listing 
20-25 unidentified others. 
Shimul Billal, chairman of 
Akubpur Union Parishad, 
was named as the prime 
accused.

Protect pond Halt Santal eviction in name of EPZ

One more dies 
from dengue, 406 
get hospitalised
STAR REPORT

At least one dengue 
patient died and 406 
others were hospitalised 
in the last 24 hours till 
yesterday morning.

With the death and cases, the total number of 
deaths rose to 52 while total number of cases rose 
to 13,594, according to the Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS).

Among the total cases, a total of 12,225 dengue 
patients have been released from hospitals, 
including 9,672 from outside Dhaka.  Currently, 
1,317 dengue patients are undergoing treatment 
at different hospitals across the country, 943 of 
whom are from outside Dhaka.

Grabbers choke Kalir 
Chhara canal in Ctg

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Encroachers have illegally filled 
large sections of the Kalir Chhara 
canal in Chattogram’s Akbar Shah 
area to build various structures, 
including multi-storey buildings.

These unauthorised 
constructions have blocked the 
canal’s natural upstream flow at 
many points.

Once a vital drainage route, the 
canal used to channel rainwater 
into the Bay of Bengal efficiently, 
playing a key role in preventing 
waterlogging. However, rampant 
encroachment and the destruction 

of the canal’s natural course have 
rendered it ineffective.

As a result, during the 
monsoon season, rainwater has 
nowhere to go and accumulates 
rapidly, leading to severe and 
prolonged waterlogging across the 
surrounding areas.

According to a recent digital 
survey by the Water Development 
Board (WDB), there are 31 illegal 
structures of various sizes along 
the 5.5-kilometre canal originating 
from the hilly area of the city.

“The encroachers have turned 
the canal into a narrow drain 
and even altered its course. 

Previously, because our area is 
hilly, waterlogging never occurred. 
However, over the past five years, 
waterlogging has started to 
occur at several key points,” said 
Shafiqul Islam, a local resident and 
environmental activist.

During a recent visit to 
three points of the canal, this 
correspondent observed that the 
once-wide waterbody has now 
been reduced to a narrow drain, 
only 8 to 10 feet across in some 
areas.

At the Harbatali point, several 
multi-storey buildings have been 
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NCT AT CTG PORT

HC order on DP 
World contract 
on July 23
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday fixed July 23 for 
delivering order on a writ petition that challenged 
the legality of a government decision to initiate 
process for awarding UAE-based company DP 
World the contract for container handling 
operations at New Mooring Container Terminal 
(NCT) in Chattogram.

The bench of Justice Md Habibul Gani and 
Justice Sk Tahsin Ali set the date after concluding 
hearing arguments from the lawyers on the 
petition.

Senir lawyers Zainul Abedin, AM Mahbub 
Uddin Khokon, Ahansul Karim and Kayser Kamal 
and lawyer Md Anwar Hossen appeared for the 
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