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Shrimp adulteration 
threatens health, exports

Malpractice persists despite raids, fines, and industry warnings

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

The shrimp industry, known as Bangladesh’s “white 
gold”, significantly boosts foreign exchange earnings 
and supports thousands of marginalised farmers, 
especially in the Khulna region.

The industry, which began expanding since 
the 1960s, involves the economic participation of 
approximately 15 million people directly or indirectly, 
according to Bangladesh Frozen Foods Exporters 
Association (BFFEA).

However, the continued adulteration of shrimp 
with harmful substances raises health concerns 
and threatens Bangladesh’s reputation in the global 
market.

Despite raids and penalties, prevention remains 
elusive as profit-driven traders keep injecting jelly and 
other substances into shrimp to boost weight and 
improve appearance. Even with all of its potential, this 
malpractice threatens the shrimp industry’s growth.

There are over 700 depots in Notun Bazar and 
Rupsa areas of Khulna, as well as many others 
in Satkhira and Bagerhat. While playing a 
critical role in the supply chain, these 
depots are also the origin of this 
malpractice.

Wahiduzzaman Monjir, former 
general secretary of the Khulna 
Shrimp Traders Association, 
said shrimp are not adulterated 
at the farm level but at depots, 
where workers inject jelly before 
sending them to processing 

factories, which knowingly accept them to meet export 
demands.

Various shrimp species are farmed in Khulna’s 
saline waters and processed at about 50 factories along 
the Rupsha river, before being exported to countries 
across Europe, Asia, and beyond.

The shrimp rejected during quality control are later 
sold to traders in Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar, Dhaka, 
Savar, Dinajpur, Panchagarh, Bogura, Chandpur, 
Patuakhali, Feni and other districts.

Tariqul Islam Zahir, a frozen food exporter, said 
traders at some depots in Khulna often push jelly, 
liquid substances and marbles into shrimps to increase 
their weight by 100-200 grammes per kg. This in turn 
results in bacterial contamination, causing shrimp to 
decompose quickly. 

Also, foreign buyers usually return such adulterated 
shrimp, following laboratory tests, and demand fresh 
shipments at lower prices, causing losses to exporters, 
said Zahir, also managing director of Achiya Sea Food 
Ltd.

A single rejected shipment can result in 
losses ranging from Tk 30-35 lakh, he 

added.
Most recently, on June 12, around 

300 kilogrammes of (bagda) tiger 
shrimps injected with jelly were 
seized from three individuals 
-- Sayed Hasan, Babu Gazi, and 
Liton Karikar from Kaliganj 
upazila -- by law enforcers in 
Ashashuni of Satkhira, said 

Adulterated shrimp being destroyed in a recent drive in Rupsha, Khulna.
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Firefighters in operation to douse a blaze inside an apartment in Chattogram yesterday. The fire broke out 
around 12:35pm on the seventh and eighth floors of a nine-storey building in the Askar Dighir Par area and 
was brought under control after an hour of efforts, according to fire service officials. PHOTO: COLLECTED

Drought stalls 
Aman farming 

in Rangpur
S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

A prolonged dry spell over the past three weeks has severely 
disrupted Aman paddy cultivation across the Rangpur 
region, leaving farmlands parched and seedbeds wilting.

Farmers in Lalmonirhat, Kurigram, Rangpur, 
Gaibandha, and Nilphamari -- where Aman is the principal 
monsoon crop -- have not been able to transplant paddy 
seedlings due to a lack of rain.

“We usually begin transplanting Aman seedlings in 
early July, but there’s been no rain at all,” said Samir 
Ali, 68, a farmer from Naodanga village in Kurigram’s 
Phulbari upazila. “I prepared 12 decimals of seedbed, but 
the seedlings are drying up due to the drought.”

Santosh Chandra Sen, 76, a farmer from Lahirihat 
village in Rangpur Sadar upazila, echoed similar concerns.

In Lalmonirhat’s Barabari village, 65-year-old farmer 
Nazrul Islam said, “We’re already behind schedule. If the 
seedlings can’t be transplanted on time, the yield will 
definitely suffer.”

The dry spell has also left many agricultural labourers 
jobless.

“We should be transplanting seedlings in the fields by 
now,” said Narayan Chandra Roy, 50, a farm labourer from 
Kulaghat village in Lalmonirhat. “But there is no work. 
Farmers aren’t calling us because they haven’t started 
tilling their lands.”

According to the Department of Agricultural Extension 
(DAE), Aman cultivation has been targeted on 6,20,350 
hectares of land across the five districts in the Rangpur region 
this season, with a production goal of 19,17,672 tonnes of rice.

Shafiqul Islam, additional director of DAE’s 
Rangpur regional office, said, “The lack of rain has 
delayed transplantation, but July is still within the 
planting window. If proper irrigation is ensured after 
transplantation, expected yields may still be achievable.”

However, he admitted that the drought might damage 
seedlings in the seedbeds. “There’s a chance of rainfall later this 
week, which could help farmers resume planting activities.”

BNP won’t tolerate 
extortionists 
within party ranks
Says Rizvi

UNB, Dhaka

BNP Senior Joint Secretary 
General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi 
yesterday warned that the 
party will not tolerate any 
extortionists or land grabbers 

within its ranks.
“This party [BNP] does not 

accommodate any anti-social 
elements, grabbers or extortionists,” 

he said during a press conference at 
BNP’s Nayapaltan central office in the capital.

Rizvi said someone can create anarchy and 
chaos using the name of BNP, but the party has 
not hesitated to take organisational action against 
them whenever such incidents are reported.

“This party believes in an ideal state and society; 
the leadership must be entrusted to competent, 
skilled, honest and humane persons,” Rizvi said, 
adding that whenever BNP was in power.

“On the other hand, a vested quarter are 
using technology in a very planned way and are 
spreading various propaganda through social 
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CU student drowns at 
Himchari, 2 missing
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

A student of Chittagong University (CU) drowned and two 
of his friends went missing while bathing in the sea at 
Himchari Beach in Cox’s Bazar yesterday.

The deceased was identified as KM Sadman Rahman 
Shabab, 21, a first-year student (session 2023–24) of the 
Development Studies department at CU, said Inspector of 
Cox’s Bazar Tourist Police Abdul Mukit.

The missing students -- Aritra Hasan and Asif Ahmed 
-- are also from the same department and academic 
session, he added.

“Five friends from CU went on a trip to Himchari in the 
morning. Among them, Shabab, Aritra, and Adib went 
down near the Himchari embankment to bathe in the sea. 
Due to rough weather and strong currents, all three were 
swept away by waves,” he said.

Fire service personnel later recovered Shabab’s body, 
but search efforts for the other two have been hampered 
due to the turbulent sea, said Tanharul Islam, deputy 
director of Cox’s Bazar Fire Service.

Three die in road 
crashes in two dists
STAR REPORT

At least three people died in road accidents in two 
districts yesterday.

A female garment worker was killed after being 
hit by a pickup van while crossing the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway in Gazipur’s Sreepur 
upazila early yesterday.

The deceased was identified as Shilpi, 40, of 
Bongram in Mymensingh. She was employed at 
Dekko Garments in Sreepur’s Nayanpur.

Ayub Ali, officer-in-charge of Mawna Highway 
Police Station, said Shilpi was crossing the road in 
the MC Bazar area around 5:00am on her way to 
work when the pickup van struck her, killing her 
on the spot.

Police rushed to the scene, recovered the body, 
and seized the vehicle involved in the incident. 
However, the driver fled and remains at large.

The body has been kept in police custody for 
legal procedures, and further action is underway.

Meanwhile, a father and his son were killed, and 
another son injured after a truck hit a battery-run 
auto-rickshaw on Hatikumrul-Bonpara highway 
in Ullapara upazila of Sirajganj yesterday morning.

The victims were identified as Abdul Mannan 
Khandakar, 70, and his son Jewel Khandakar, 35, 
of Puran Bera village of Solonga in Sirajganj.

Md Abdur Rouf, officer-in-charge of Hatikumrul 
Highway Police Station, said that as Mannan was 
feeling sick this morning, his son took him to the 
hospital on a battery-run three-wheeler.

When their vehicle reached Choriya Shikha around 
7:00am, a Bonpara-bound truck hit the auto-rickshaw, 
leaving both father and son dead on the spot.

Mannan’s other son, Russel Khondokar, was 
injured in the accident. He was taken to Sirajganj 
General Hospital.
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