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Bar AL leaders 
from contesting 
national polls
NDM urges EC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National Democratic Movement (NDM) 
Chairman Bobby Hajjaj yesterday urged 
the Election Commission to prevent 
senior leaders of the Awami League from 
contesting the upcoming national election 
as independents or under the banner of 
other parties.

He made the demand while speaking 
to reporters following a meeting with the 
chief election commissioner at the EC 
headquarters in the capital.

A five-member NDM delegation met 
with the CEC and placed four major 
proposals: redrawing parliamentary 
constituencies, amending the electoral 
code of conduct, outlining the grounds for 
candidate disqualification, and ensuring a 
conducive electoral environment.

The party also proposed increasing the 
ceiling on election expenditure from Tk 25 
lakh to Tk 40 lakh.

When asked about the potential 
influence of black money on electoral 
spending, the NDM chairman said, “When 
the current ceiling was set, inflation and 
purchasing power were different. The 
present context is entirely different.”
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Expelled SAD leader 
held in assault case
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

An expelled joint convener of the Students Against 
Discrimination (SAD) Habiganj unit was arrested 
on Sunday night in connection with a case filed 
over assaulting people involved in SAD.

Enamul Haque Shakib, the prime accused, was 
detained in Kibria Bridge area around 9:00pm, 
according to police sources.

OC AKM Shahabuddin Shaheen of Habiganj 
Sadar Police Station said Shakib was arrested by 
the army and handed over to police.

“He will be sent to jail following legal 
procedures,” the OC said.

On May 9, four members of SAD, including 
the district unit’s member secretary Ahmad Reza 
Hasan Mahdi, came under attack by a group of 
assailants while protesting for a ban on Awami 
League. Mahdi and three others suffered serious 
injuries in the attack.

Later, Mahdi filed a case with Habiganj Sadar 
Model Police Station on May 11, naming Shakib 
as the main accused. Shakib had been on the run 
since then.

Police earlier arrested Nur Alam Chowdhury 
and Rezaul Hasan Raju, also accused in the case 
and close associates of Shakib. Earlier, on May 6, 
Shakib was expelled from SAD on allegations of 
breaching organisational discipline, involvement 
in violence, and misuse of legal processes.

A long tailback forms on both sides of the road near Bangladesh Film Development Corporation in the capital yesterday, as 
officegoers return after a three-day weekend for Ashura, causing heavy traffic across Dhaka. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

Cops foil ex-BDR members’ march
FROM PAGE 3

more joined the protest 
yesterday morning.

Around 11:15am, the 
protesters began marching 
towards Jamuna via Matsya 
Bhaban. Police initially 
attempted to intercept 
them near Shahbagh, but 
they continued moving 
forward, according to 
witnesses.

A police team led by 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Ramna Division Masud 
Alam set up a barricade 

near Matsya Bhaban, but 
the demonstrators broke 
through and continued 
towards Kakrail.

As additional police 
units blocked the road 
leading to Jamuna, the 
protesters staged a sit-in at 
the Kakrail intersection.

Police told them to leave 
the area, citing a DMP 
ban on holding rallies or 
protests there. But the 
demonstrators said they 
would continue until their 
demands were met.

Several scuffles broke 
out as police tried to push 
them away. At one stage, 
law enforcers used water 
cannons and fired multiple 
sound grenades to disperse 
the crowd.

Talking to reporters 
at the scene, a former 
BDR member said they 
were holding a peaceful 
demonstration to seek 
justice, but police used 
force to drive them away.

DC Masud told reporters 
that the protesters had 

initially promised to occupy 
the road for only 10 minutes 
and send a representative to 
the ministry.

“But as they refused 
to leave even after half 
an hour, police used 
water cannons and sound 
grenades to disperse them,” 

he said. “We refrained from 
using excessive force as 
they were members of a 
disciplined force.”

Several police personnel 
were injured, and several 
protesters were detained 
during the incident, he 
added.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Patient admissions at Pabna Mental Hospital have 
been suspended since last Thursday due to an 
impending food shortage.

Hospital authorities have completed the 
tendering process for food supply, but are yet 
to issue a work order, creating uncertainty over 
regular meals for patients.

According to hospital sources, the tender was 
floated on May 28, with eight bidders participating. 
Although the tender was opened on June 26, the 
final selection has not been made.

“We initially identified Anik Traders as one 

PABNA MENTAL HOSPITAL

Patient admissions 
halted amid food 
supplier dispute
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Barguna’s Amatali-Taltali 
road riddled with potholes
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The 35-kilometre regional 
road connecting Barguna’s 
two remote upazilas -- 
Amatali and Taltali -- has 
fallen into severe disrepair 
due to a lack of maintenance, 
causing immense suffering 
to thousands of commuters 
every day. 

The road, stretching from 
Amatali to the fish landing 
station at Fakirhat in Taltali, 
is riddled with potholes, 
with at least 24 kilometres 
in extremely poor condition. 
Large potholes have rendered 
several stretches nearly 
impassable, including an 8km 
section from Manikjhuri to 
Kochupatra Bridge, 4km from 
Karibaria Bazar to Horinbaria 
Bridge, and 12km from Taltali 
Bridge to Fakirhat. 

Locals said the road 
is the only means of 

communication between the 
two upazilas and is also the 
sole access route to Sonakata 
Ecopark and the Fakirhat fish 
landing station.

“Due to the recent heavy 
rainfall, waterlogged potholes 

have made vehicle movement 
hazardous. Cars get stuck 
regularly, and people are 
forced to travel in dangerous 
conditions,” said Raihan, a 
resident of Karibaria.

Tourism has also taken a 
hit, as the deplorable state of 
the road discourages visitors 
to Sonakata Ecopark. 

Motorcyclists and drivers 
alike say navigating the 
road has become nearly 

impossible. “It’s like riding 
through a swamp. You can’t 
predict where your tyre will 
get stuck next,” said Rubel 
Mia, a motorcyclist.

Shop owners and traders 

along the route echoed the 
sentiment. “The road became 
unusable just two years after 
construction. We face delays 
and loss of business daily,” 
said Humayun Kabir, a trader 
at Aropangashia Bazar.

Bus driver Mojibur Rahman 
said the condition of the road 
not only causes delays but also 
frequent damage to vehicles.

Contacted, Taltali Upazila 
LGED Engineer Md Shakhawat 
Hossain said, “The section from 
Karibaria Bazar to Horinbaria 
is in very bad shape. Repair 
work will begin in the first 
phase of the next fiscal year. 
The stretch from Taltali to 
Fakirhat will be addressed in 
the second phase.”

Amatali Upazila LGED 
Engineer Md Idris Ali said the 
8km stretch from Manikjhuri 
to Kochupatra has also been 
proposed for repair in the 
upcoming budget.

Eight killed in 
road crashes 
across 5 districts
STAR ONLINE REPORT

At least eight people were killed and several 
others injured in road accidents in Tangail, 
Panchagarh, Mymensingh, Chattogram, 
and Munshiganj yesterday.

In Tangail, three people, including a 
woman and her son, were killed when a 
passenger bus collided head-on with a CNG-
run auto-rickshaw in Dhanbari upazila.

The victims are Kajol Rekha, 45, and 
Shrabon, 16. 

The injured, Basonti Begum, 60, was 
admitted to a hospital.

The accident occurred around 1:15pm 
in Baghil area on the Tangail-Jamalpur 
regional highway, said Dhanbari Police 
Station OC SM Shahidullah.

“We seized both the vehicles but their 
drivers managed to flee,” the OC said.

In Panchagarh, a man was killed and 
two people were injured as a motorbike hit 
a cycle on the Panchagarh-Banglabandha 
highway in Boyalmari village.
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