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In conversation with
Aklima Atika Konika,

Miss World
Bangladesh

f you have not heard the name et,
consider this your introduction to
one of Bangladesh's rising voices.
Aklima Atika Konika did not just
represent the country at Miss

World 2025; she redefined what it

means to do so.

She is not your typical beauty queen
with just a dazzling smile. Aklima is a
presence; more of a voice, perhaps,
than a spectacle. Despite being a
model, singer (although her band is

yet to officially debut), designer, and
radio jockey, she remains grounded in a
world that mostly demands polish and
perfection.

So, we sat with her on a rainy
afternoon. And within minutes, it was
clear that she does not wear the Miss
World Bangladesh sash to be admired,
she wears it to reflect light onto others.
When asked what inspired her to take
the stage for Bangladesh,
she answered without
hesitation.

“It was the v 1
people around
me: my juniors,
my seniors.
They're so |
talented,” she
said.“l just |
wanted the
world to see \
how amazing \\
our youth are”” \
Then she added,
quietly but assuredly,
“So, | started with myself” T —

On the age-old debate of
whether beauty pageants objectify
women, Aklima gave a perspective
shaped by lived experience. In her
words, “After coming back from Miss
World, | can tell you that it's not about
outer beauty. They look for that person,
that aura, that vibe, that confidence.
That amazing personality. That soul
with purpose.”

Her eyes lit up as she continued, I

was surrounded by women who had
powerful stories, dreams, and missions.
Women with empathy, grit, and drive.
Miss World gives you the space to
showcase not just how you look, but
who you are, and what you can offer to
the world”

To her, the runway is not a platform
for perfection, but a place to express
strength, creativity, and voice.

Another dimension that sets Aklima
apart is her openness about living
with ADHD. While many perceive
neurodiversity as a challenge, Aklima
surprisingly sees it as her secret

strength.
“My ADHD makes me do a
lot of work,” she laughed.
“Singing, designing,
modelling — I don't
even need to plan it.
| just don't sit still,
and that’s what
helps me keep
moving.’
She'sona
quiet mission
to normalise
neurodiversity in the
public eye, proving that
success doesn't always
come despite ADHD but often
because of it. In her world, energy is not
a flaw. It is fuel.

Nonetheless, she’s not obsessed with
always being “on”. In fact, when it comes
to fashion design, she admits she’s not
currently in the mood. “That doesn’t
mean | won't return to it," she smiled.
“I'm just living in the moment.”

Right now, her heart is with music.
“I'm working on four original tracks,” she
revealed.“I'm really enjoying it."




