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Prof Sheikh Morshed Jahan, director (in charge) of the Institute of Business Administration (IBA) at the University 
of Dhaka, and Md Mahbubur Rahman, additional managing director and chief financial officer of City Bank PLC, 
pose for group photographs after signing the agreement on the IBA premises in Dhaka recently. 

STAR BUSINESS DESK

City Bank PLC has recently entered into a strategic 
partnership agreement with the Institute of Business 
Administration (IBA) at the University of Dhaka to 
launch an executive training initiative, entitled the 
“Leadership Development Programme”.

The programme is designed to strengthen the 
leadership acumen of both emerging and senior 
executives at City Bank, according to a press release.

Mashrur Arefin, managing director and chief 
executive officer of the bank, and Prof Sheikh Morshed 
Jahan, director (in charge) of IBA, signed the agreement 
on the IBA premises in Dhaka.

Delivered by IBA faculty members and industry 
experts, the programme underscores City Bank’s 
sustained commitment to talent development and 
its ambition to position itself as a forward-thinking 
financial institution. 

This initiative marks a first in Bangladesh, a 
corporate entity collaborating with IBA, the University 
of Dhaka, to co-create and deliver a leadership 
development intervention tailored specifically for 
organisational leaders.

Md Mahbubur Rahman, additional managing director 
and chief financial officer of City Bank, was also present, 
alongside IBA faculty members, senior leadership, and 
human resources representatives of the bank.

City Bank signs deal with IBA to launch 
executive leadership training
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Eastern Bank, Mastercard unveil 
biometric metal credit card

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Global digital payment solutions provider Mastercard, 
in collaboration with Eastern Bank PLC (EBL), recently 
launched a biometric metal credit card, marking a 
significant leap in Bangladesh’s payment technology 
landscape.

Ahsan H Mansur, Governor of the Bangladesh Bank, 
inaugurated the biometric metal card at a ceremony 
held at the Radisson Blu Water Garden Hotel in Dhaka, 
according to a press release.

The launch of the card was co-powered by IDEX 
Biometrics, Kona I, and Infineon Technologies.

As part of the ultra-premium World Elite Mastercard 
portfolio, this innovative card combines cutting-edge 
biometric authentication with the elegance of a metal 
design, offering both enhanced security and a premium 
user experience.

Park Young Sik, the Korean ambassador to Bangladesh; 
Fredrik Karlsrud, chargé d’affaires at the Embassy of 
Norway in Bangladesh; and Zakir Hassan Chowdhury, 
deputy governor of the Bangladesh Bank, also attended 
the programme.

Ali Reza Iftekhar, managing director and CEO at 
EBL, said, “Eastern Bank PLC is proud to lead this 
global milestone from Bangladesh. The launch of the 
world’s first biometric metal credit card highlights our 
commitment to innovation and excellence.”

Syed Mohammad Kamal, Country Manager 
for Bangladesh at Mastercard, remarked, “This 
groundbreaking innovation reaffirms Mastercard’s 
leadership in redefining the future of payments where 
cutting-edge security meets sophisticated design.”

The new card will enable Mastercard cardholders to 

authenticate in-store purchases effortlessly using only their 
fingerprint, eliminating the need for PINs or signatures. 
Leveraging advanced biometric technology, it ensures 
that only the authorised user can complete a transaction, 
safeguarding sensitive financial data and setting a new 
benchmark for secure, premium payment experiences.

To further enhance the offering, a 24/7 concierge 
service will be available to cardholders, providing 

seamless assistance and effortless access to premium 
experiences around the globe—from last-minute 
reservations to curated travel recommendations.

Anders Storbraten, chief executive officer of IDEX 
Biometrics, and Tolgahan Yildiz, head of trusted mobile 
Connectivity and transactions product line at Infineon 
Technologies, along with other senior officials from all 
the organisations, were also present.

Ahsan H Mansur, governor of the Bangladesh Bank, unveils biometric metal credit cards launched by Eastern Bank 
PLC and Mastercard at the Radisson Blu Water Garden Hotel in Dhaka recently. Ali Reza Iftekhar, managing director 
and CEO of EBL, Ravi Varma Datla, senior vice-president, product and solutions for South Asia at Mastercard, and 
Syed Mohammad Kamal, country manager for Bangladesh, were also present. PHOTO: EASTERN BANK

Alamgir Hossain 
appointed MD of 
Citizens Bank
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Alamgir Hossain has 
recently been appointed 
as managing director 
(MD) of Citizens Bank 
PLC.

Prior to joining 
Citizens Bank, Hossain 
served at Bank Asia PLC 
as deputy managing 
director and head of 
corporate and large 
loan, concurrently, according to a press release.

His versatile career spanning nearly 28 years 
encompasses expertise in retail banking, cottage, 
micro, small and medium enterprises (CMSMEs), 
corporate banking, foreign trade, and banking 
operations.

He began his career at Eastern Bank PLC as a 
probationary officer in 1997, and later joined Bank 
Asia PLC, where he held various key positions 
in branches, business divisions, and the senior 
management team at the corporate office.

In addition, Hossain led and transformed 
the corporate banking business of Bank Asia, 
contributing significantly to the bank’s growth 
and development.

He completed his post-graduation in English 
from the University of Dhaka.

Alamgir Hossain

Adil Chowdhury 
made MD of 
National Bank
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Adil Chowdhury was 
appointed as managing 
director of National 
Bank PLC yesterday.

Prior to taking over 
the role, Chowdhury 
served at Bank Asia 
PLC as president and 
managing director, 
concurrently, the bank 
said in a press release.

He spent over 15 years abroad in various 
leadership roles before joining Bank Asia as a 
deputy managing director upon returning to 
Bangladesh in 2020.

With over 25 years of experience across both 
domestic and international banking institutions, 
he brings to his new position a proven track record 
of leadership, transformation, and a strong sense 
of purpose.

His appointment marks a defining moment 
for National Bank PLC, the country’s first private 
sector bank fully owned by Bangladeshi nationals, 
as it aims to restore financial stability and regain 
public trust.

Chowdhury previously served as a director at 
The Bank of Nova Scotia in both Hong Kong and 
Singapore, overseeing strategic initiatives across 
the Asia-Pacific and the Middle East.

Adil Chowdhury

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Southeast Bank PLC has recently signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
Khulna University to streamline financial and 
lifestyle services for faculty members, students 
and administrative staff of the university.

Prof Md Harunor Rashid Khan, pro-vice 
chancellor of the university, and Md Abdus Sabur 
Khan, senior executive vice-president and head 
of cards at the bank, signed the agreement at the 
university’s administrative building in Khulna, 
according to a press release issued by the bank.

In his remarks, Prof Khan highlighted that the 
MoU marks a significant milestone in fostering 
mutual cooperation between the two institutions. 

He expressed confidence that the partnership 
would foster greater access to technology-
driven financial inclusion and modern banking 
solutions for the university community.

Southeast Bank launches co-branded credit, 
prepaid cards for Khulna University

Prof Md Harunor Rashid Khan, pro-vice chancellor of Khulna University, and Md Abdus 
Sabur Khan, senior executive vice-president and head of cards at Southeast Bank PLC, 
pose for photographs after signing the memorandum of understanding at the university’s 
administrative building in Khulna recently. PHOTO: SOUTHEAST BANK
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Dhaka Bank PLC recently observed its 30th 
founding anniversary with a celebration held 
at the Radisson Blu Water Garden Hotel in 
Dhaka.

Ahsan H Mansur, governor of the 
Bangladesh Bank, attended the event as 
chief guest and praised the bank’s enduring 
contribution to the country’s financial sector, 
according to a press release.

Abdul Hai Sarker, chairman of the bank; 
Mirza Abbas Uddin Ahmed, founder of the 
bank; ATM Hayatuzzaman Khan, founder vice-
chairman; Roksana Zaman Khan, Amir Ullah, 
Abdullah Al Ahsan, and Rakhi Das Gupta, 
directors; along with Khondoker Jamil Uddin 
and Altaf Hossain Sarker, former directors, 
were present at the commemorative ceremony.

In his speech, the bank’s chairman 
Sarker conveyed heartfelt gratitude to the 
bank’s clients, stakeholders, and employees, 
emphasising the enduring values of trust, 
integrity, and innovation that have guided 
Dhaka Bank over the past three decades.

“In the last 30 years, Dhaka Bank has 

established itself as a leading second-
generation bank in the country, earning the 
trust of its customers through consistent 
performance, superior service quality, and 
sustained growth with excellence,” he said.

During the event, the bank honoured 18 
employees who have served since its inception 

on July 5, 1995. In addition, the bank also 
recognised clients for their continued support.

Sheikh Mohammad Maroof, managing 
director of the bank, along with senior 
management from the head office and branch 
managers from across the country, were also 
present.

Dhaka Bank celebrates 30th anniversary

Ahsan H Mansur, governor of the Bangladesh Bank, Abdul Hai Sarker, chairman of Dhaka Bank PLC, 
and Mirza Abbas Uddin Ahmed, founder of the bank, cut a cake at the Radisson Blu Water Garden 
Hotel in Dhaka recently to celebrate Dhaka Bank’s 30th founding anniversary. PHOTO: DHAKA BANK


