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Ex-MP, 14 cops charged with crimes
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abetment, complicity, and 
failure to prevent or punish 
the crimes.

This is the fourth case of 
crimes against humanity 
during the July uprising 
for which the prosecution 
has pressed formal charges 
before the ICT.

The three-member 
tribunal, led by Justice 
Nozrul Islam Chowdhury, 
set July 13 for the next 
hearing and ordered the 
arrest of the absconding 
accused. 

The other absconding 
accused are former OC 
of Ashulia Police Station 
AFM Sayed alias Rony, 
former police inspectors 
Md Masudur Rahman and 
Nirmal Kumar Das, ASI 
Bishwajit Saha, and Jubo 
League leader Rony Bhuiyan.

Former SP Abdullah Hil 

Kafi, former additional SP 
of Savar Circle Shahidul 
Islam, inspector Arafat 
Hossain Arzu, former ASIs 
Abdul Malek, Arafat Uddin, 
Sheikh Afzalul Haque, 
Kamrul Hasan, and former 
constable Mukul Chokder 
are in custody.

During yesterday’s 
proceedings, all those in 
custody except Afzalul were 
produced before the court.

Reading from the 
173-page formal charge, 
prosecutor Mizanul Islam 
told the tribunal that 
during the July-August 
2024 movement, ousted 
prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina and leaders of 
the Awami League and 
14-party alliance made a 
political decision to crush 
the protests.

“Drones were deployed 
to mark protester positions, 

and then lethal force was 
used nationwide. Over 
1,500 people were killed. 
Weapons were even fired 
from helicopters,” he 
said. “The attacks were 
widespread, systematic, and 
aimed at targeted killings.”

He called for the Awami 
League to be declared a 
criminal organisation.

He cited AL general 
secretary Obaidul Quader, 
who reportedly said shoot-
on-sight orders had been 
given. A core committee, 
led by then home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, 
former IGP Chowdhury 
Abdullah Al-Mamun, and 
intelligence chiefs, held 
regular meetings to plan 
the crackdown, he alleged.

The formal charge 
includes 313 pages of witness 
statements, 168 pages of 
seizure lists, 20 video clips, 

and two audio recordings. 
Three harrowing videos 

were played in court 
yesterday, as the courtroom 
fell silent.

Malaysia may recruit up to 40k workers
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agreement with Malaysia 
under which they agreed to 
provide a list of recruiting 
agencies, and Malaysia 
would select from them. 
This is a formal agreement 
between the two parties -- 
what we call a ‘syndicate’. 
Now that we’ve taken 
over, everyone is saying 
the syndicate system must 
be abolished,” said the 
adviser.

“But to do that, we need 
to amend the agreement. 
We can’t force Malaysia to 
change it. If they refuse, 
we have two options: 
follow their terms and 
send workers through 
25, 50, or 100 agencies, 
or stop sending workers 
altogether,” he said.

“If I send workers 
through the existing 
syndicate, I’ll be accused 

of being a part of it. But 
if I don’t send anyone, 
40,000 workers will miss 
out, and Malaysia will 
remember that. This could 
affect up to two lakh 
families in the long run,” 
he added.
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Speaking about Japan, 
the adviser said there 
is a strong demand for 
workers, but Bangladesh 
currently lacks the skilled 
workforce to meet that 
demand.

“We have unskilled 
workers, many of whom are 
learning Japanese, but they 
are not yet fully prepared. 
The solution is to upskill 
them according to Japan’s 
needs,” he said.

“We have established a 
‘Japan Cell’ with plans for 
a dedicated website,” he 

added.
“In the case of Japan, 

we are removing all 
intermediary processes 
on our end. We are also 
considering public-private 
partnerships to train 
workers,” said Nazrul.

“We’re asking Japanese 
entrepreneurs to take over 
our Technical Training 
Centers (TTCs) -- bring 
their experts and train 
our workers. We’re ready 
to hand over entire TTCs. 
We’ve already handed over 
the Manohardi TTC to be 
redesigned according to 
their requirements,” he 
said, adding that another 
model involves working 
with different non-
government organisations.
FAKE DOCUMENTS 

CAUSING VISA ISSUES

At the event, Lutfor 

Siddique, chief adviser’s 
special envoy on 
international affairs, 
said fake certificates and 
bank statements are a 
major reason behind 
visa complications for 
Bangladeshi migrants.

“Many of our workers 
think going abroad is the 
only goal, even if it means 
using fake documents and 
lacking proper skills. This 
mindset is creating visa 
issues in many countries,” 
he said.

“Getting a visa 
appointment for Japan is 
now extremely difficult, 
largely due to the 
submission of forged 
certificates and fake bank 
statements. There must 
be legal consequences for 
such actions,” Siddique 
added.
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Six held over 
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Institute and snatched a bag 
containing foreign currency 
worth over Tk 1.5 crore.

He said he was heading to 
Uttara to make payments on 
behalf of a currency trader.

“During interrogation, 
Tuhin admitted that the 
robbery had been staged 
with the help of his 
associates,” Mohammad 
Ibne Mizan, DC of Tejgaon 
Division said.

A drive is still ongoing 
to arrest the remaining 
perpetrators and recover 
the rest of the money, said 
police.


