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Fifth accused held in Bhola rape
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So far, two accused have 
been arrested. However, 
the main suspects -- 
Mohammad Farid Uddin, 
joint general secretary of 
Bhola Sramik Dal, and 
Mohammad Alauddin, a 
Jubo Dal activist -- are still 
on the run.

Meanwhile, the 
survivor’s family has 
alleged police inaction. 

Rubel, the complainant 
and husband of the 
survivor, said, “The main 

accused are influential. 
Police are not arresting 
them despite knowing 
their whereabouts. We 
believe they are hiding in 
Bhola, but due to political 
influence, no action is 
being taken.”

Tajumuddin Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Mohabbat Khan denied the 
allegation. “We are making 
every effort to arrest the 
prime accused. Multiple 
teams have been deployed 
and operations are ongoing 

in remote areas,” he said.
Contacted, Golam Nabi 

Alamgir, president of the 
Bhola district BNP, said, 
“We condemn the incident. 
No one is above the law. 
If anyone from our party 
is guilty, they must face 
justice.”
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RMG WORKER’S MURDER

Arrest culprits, 
ensure justice
Demand protesters
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Workers yesterday demonstrated in Gazipur protesting the 
killing of a ready-made garment worker and demanding 
exemplary punishment for the perpetrators.

They held a rally in front of the Gazipur Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office at 1:00pm to press home their 
demands. Hridoy, 19, a mechanic at the factory of 
Greenland Garments Ltd in Gazipur, was beaten to death 
on Saturday, said police.

Shafiul Alam, president of Gazipur unit of Bangladesh 
Garments and Industrial Workers Federation, said, 
“The owner of Greenland Garments Ltd cannot escape 
responsibility for Hridoy’s murder. We demand arrest of all 
those involved, within 24 hours, and maximum punishment 
for them. Hridoy’s family must be compensated and the 
closed factory should be reopened quickly.”

Journos facing
FROM PAGE 3 

Corruption Commission, 
they said.

During the same period, 
over 1,000 journalists 
reportedly lost their jobs, 
press accreditation cards 
of 168 were cancelled, and 
101 journalists had their 
memberships in various 
press clubs -- including Jatiya 
Press Club -- suspended or 
revoked. “The control of a 
media house” was also taken 
over, the alleged. 

The statement said 
although 10 journalists 
were killed and many 
others injured during and 
after the July uprising, 
the government has not 
provided support to the 
victim families. 

The signatories said 
the public also witnessed 
an event like a “ziafat” 
organised by a mob in 
front of a media house -- 
something they described 
as unprecedented not only 
in Bangladesh but globally.

As a result of these 
repressive actions, many 
journalists and their 
families are suffering 
mentally, socially, and 
economically, and living 
a deplorable life. The 
numbers of such affected 
individuals continuing to 
rise, claimed the expatriates 
in the statement. 

They believe the 
repression has played a 
major role in silencing free 
speech and damaging the 
country’s image globally.

Despite the widespread 
repression, including the 
filing of cases in a wholesale 
manner, the government 
has taken no preventive 
steps, the statement said.

“This made us suspect 
that the government itself 
has been involved in the 
repressive events,” they said.

They described 
the current level of 
journalist repression 
and media suppression 
as unprecedented in 
Bangladesh’s history and 

questioned whether such 
repression exist anywhere 
in democratic world.

The signatories include 
journalist Syed Badrul 
Ahsan (UK), litterateur 
Mukid Choudhury (UK), 
journalist and essayist Sujat 
Mansur (UK), journalists 
Ashequn Nabi Chowdhury, 
Syed Anas Pasha, and 
Mohammad Makis Mansur 
(UK), journalist Sabbir Khan 
(Sweden), rights activist 
Marjan Prodhan (Germany), 
blogger Azam Khan 
(Switzerland), scientist and 
author Nuran Nabi (USA), 
writer Salma Bani (Canada), 
journalists Shawgat Ali 
Sagar (Canada) and Fazlul 
Bari (Australia), and scientist 
Tariq Zaman (Australia).

Father, son die 
from electrocution
A CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

A man and his son died from 
electrocution while retting jute in a 
waterbody in Chandpur Sadar yesterday. 

The deceased are Abdur Rob 
Tapadar, 60, of Kaddipachgaon area 
and his son Sayem Tapadar, 23. 

Shah Alam, a relative, said Rob 
got electrocuted after coming into 
contact with a live wire that had 
fallen into the water.  Sayem also got 
electrocuted as he tried to save him. 
They were declared dead at Chandpur 
Sadar Hospital, said OC Bahar Mia.

Ex-CEC Nurul 
Huda denied bail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday denied bail to former chief election 
commissioner KM Nurul Huda in a case filed over alleged 
irregularities and bias during the past national elections.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Md Sefatullah passed the 
order, Obydul Islam, a defence lawyer, told The Daily Star.

Huda was arrested on June 22 after being assaulted by 
a mob at his Uttara residence and handed over to police. 
The following day, the court granted a four-day remand.

On June 27, the court put him on another four-day 
remand.

KM Nurul Huda yesterday told a court that he had been 
“kept in the dark” about the nighttime voting during the 
2018 national election and blamed “overenthusiastic” 
government officials for the irregularities.

Goal behind fall
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He also accused a group of 
trying to “obstruct unity”, 
saying, “We believe that 
the people know very well 
who are autocratic and 
who are democratic. Who 
established autocracy 
in this country, who 
supported autocracy 
directly or indirectly, and 
who were persecuted for 
persistently fighting for 
democracy.”

“Thousands of people 
from a certain party have 
been forcibly disappeared, 
murdered, and millions 
of cases have been filed 
against them. The people 
know this, the people 
have seen this. They also 
know who has remained 
uncompromising in the 
fight for democracy. So, 
we do not believe that any 

other political party can 
say something and that the 
people will accept it.”

In response to 
a question about 
accountability within his 
own party, he said if any 
BNP leader is found guilty 
of a crime, they will face 
organisational action.

If the law takes its 
course, BNP will not stand 
in the way and would 
instead welcome the legal 
process, he added.
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Rain turns joyful as two young friends share an umbrella on their walk to school, turning a slippery journey 
into a moment of togetherness and laughter. The photo was taken in front of Mujarghuta Government Primary 
School in Khulna’s Dumuria area yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A group of individuals looted 
around five lakh Saudi riyals 
from an employee of a money 
exchange trader in Dhaka’s 
Tejgaon on Tuesday night.

However, detectives suspect 
that the robbery was orchestrated 
by the employee himself while he 
was on his way to Uttara from 
the Baitul Mukarram area in a 
private car to make payments on 
behalf of a currency trader.

Six people, including the 
employee, have been detained 
over the incident and 2.79 lakh 
riyals have been recovered from 
their possession, said Detective 
Branch Joint Commissioner 
(North) Rabiul Islam Bhuiyan 
yesterday.

The employee, identified as 
Tuhin, had initially claimed that 
a gang of criminals on three 
motorcycles intercepted the 
car near Tejgaon Polytechnic 

Six held over ‘staged’ 
foreign currency robbery
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Reform
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political parties agree on 
adopting the proportional 
representation (PR) system 
for the national election, it 
is not being implemented 
simply due to the objection 
of one party. 

Yet, PR is a tested and 
effective system to prevent 
autocracy, he added.

He urged the interim 
government to remain 
firm and determined in 
fulfilling its commitments 
and responsibilities.

Rezaul said if this 
government arranges an 
election under pressure 
while keeping the path 
open for autocracy, it will 
be remembered in history 
as perpetual offenders.

He said the July uprising 
was not under the banner 
or leadership of any 
traditional political party. 
It was a student-initiated 
movement in which the 
people joined, and at a 
later stage, political leaders 
and activists joined in. “If a 
hasty election is arranged 
just to bring any party to 
power by destabilising the 
state, its consequences will 
be dire,” he said.


