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Iran’s nuke site shows 
activity after US bombing

CNN ONLINE

New satellite images show 
continuing work at Iran’s Fordow 
nuclear enrichment plant, which 
was struck by US B-2 bombers just 
over a week ago.

The imagery was collected by 
Maxar Technologies on Sunday. 
Maxar said it “reveals ongoing 
activity at and near the ventilation 
shafts and holes caused by last 
week’s airstrikes on the Fordow fuel 
enrichment complex.”

The pictures show “an excavator 
and several personnel are 
positioned immediately next to the 
northern shaft on the ridge above 
the underground complex. The 
crane appears to be operating at 
the entrance to the shaft/hole.”

According to Maxar, several 
additional vehicles are also seen 

below the ridge and are parked 
along the path that was built to 
access the site.

Earlier this month, American 
B-2 bombers dropped more than 
a dozen bunker-buster bombs on 
Iran’s Fordow and Natanz nuclear 
sites, while Tomahawk missiles 
launched from a US submarine hit 
the Isfahan site in central Iran.

The US Massive Ordnance 
Penetrator (MOP) bombs targeted 
the two ventilation shafts at Fordow, 

according to the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Dan Caine.

He told a Pentagon briefing 
last week that most of the bombs 
dropped at Fordow “were tasked to 
enter the main shaft, move down 
into the complex at greater than 
1,000 feet per second, and explode 
in the mission space.”

Former nuclear inspector David 
Albright said that imagery from 
Fordow on Saturday showed “the 
Iranians are actively working at the 
two MOP impact sites penetrating 
the ventilation shafts” at the plant.

Albright assessed that the 
activity “may include backfilling 
the craters, as well as conducting 
engineering damage assessments 
and likely radiological sampling. 
The craters above the main shafts 
remain open.”

World must 
adapt to 
rising heat
Says WMO as 
Europe roasts in 
high temperatures

AFP, Geneva

The world will have to learn 
to live with heatwaves, the 
United Nations’ weather 
and climate agency said 
yesterday, as much of 
Europe roasted in high 
summer temperatures.

The World 
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l 
Organization said that in 
future, people could expect 
heatwaves to occur more 
often and be more intense 
because of human-induced 
climate change.

WMO spokeswoman 
Clare Nullis said July was 
traditionally the hottest 
month of the year in the 
northern hemisphere, but 
it was exceptional to have 
episodes of extreme heat 
this early in the summer.

She said extreme heat 
was “widely called the silent 
killer”, with the death toll 
often under-reflected in 
statistics, compared to, for 
example, a tropical cyclone.

LEAKED HUN SEN CALL

Thai court suspends 
PM from duty
REUTERS, Bangkok

Thailand’s Constitutional Court yesterday suspended 
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra from duty 
pending a case seeking her dismissal, in a major setback 
for a government under fire on multiple fronts and 
fighting for its survival. 

The court accepted a petition from 36 senators 
accusing Paetongtarn of dishonesty and breaching 
ethical standards, based on a leak of a sensitive telephone 
call with Cambodia’s influential former leader Hun Sen 
that was intended to de-escalate a territorial row and 
tense troop buildup at their border. 

The leaked June 15 call triggered domestic fury and 
has left Paetongtarn’s coalition with a razor-thin majority 
after a big party abandoned the alliance and accused her 
of undermining sovereignty, as protest groups threaten 
more demonstrations to demand a new government. 

Deputy PM Juangroongruangkit takes over as caretaker 
premier while court decides the case against Paetongtarn, 
who has 15 days to respond and will stay in the cabinet as 
the new culture minister following a reshuffle.

An injured Palestinian boy stands among mourners at Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir el-Balah, in central Gaza, yesterday, following 
overnight Israeli strikes. PHOTO: AFP

Trump suggests 
slashing Tesla 
subsidies
Elon Musk says ‘cut it all’

REUTERS, Washington

US President Donald Trump yesterday suggested 
the government efficiency department should 
review the subsidies to Tesla CEO Elon Musk’s 
companies to save money, reigniting a war of 
words between the world’s most powerful person 
and its richest. 

Trump’s remarks came after Musk, a 
Republican mega-donor, renewed his criticism of 
the sweeping tax-cut and spending bill and vowed 
to unseat lawmakers who supported it despite 
campaigning on limiting government spending. 

“Elon may get more subsidy than any human 
being in history, by far, and without subsidies, 
Elon would probably have to close up shop and 
head back home to South Africa,” Trump said in a 
Truth Social post, referring to the Department of 
Government Efficiency.

“No more Rocket launches, Satellites, or 
Electric Car Production, and our Country would 
save a FORTUNE. Perhaps we should have DOGE 
take a good, hard, look at this? BIG MONEY TO BE 
SAVED!!!”

In response, Musk said on his own social media 
platform X, “I am literally saying CUT IT ALL. Now.” 

Trump said Musk was upset because he lost the 
EV mandate in the recent tax and spending bill 
and warned the Tesla CEO “could lose a lot more 
than that”.

TACKLING AIR POLLUTION

Delhi bans fuel 
for old cars
AFP, New Delhi

India’s capital New Delhi banned fuel sales to 
ageing vehicles yesterday as authorities try to 
tackle the sprawling megacity’s hazardous air 
pollution.

The city is regularly ranked one of the 
most polluted capitals globally with 

acrid smog blanketing its skyline 
every winter.

At the peak of the smog, 
levels of PM2.5 pollutants 
-- dangerous cancer-causing 
microparticles small enough to 

enter the bloodstream through 
the lungs -- surge to more 

than 60 times the World Health 
Organization’s recommended 

daily maximum. Petrol cars older than 
15 years, and diesel vehicles older than 10, were 
already banned from operating on New Delhi’s 
roads by a 2018 Supreme Court ruling.

Trump signs 
order lifting 
sanctions  
on Syria
Says White House; 
rockets fired at Iraq 
airport
AFP, Kirkuk

President Donald Trump 
on Monday formally 
dismantled US sanctions 
against Syria, hoping to 
reintegrate the war-battered 
country into the global 
economy as Israel eyes ties 
with its new leadership.

Trump lifted most 
sanctions against Syria in 
May, responding to appeals 
from Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey after former Islamist 
guerrilla Ahmed al-Sharaa 
ended a half-century of 
rule by the Assad family.

Meanwhile, two rockets 
struck the military 
section of Kirkuk airport 
in northern Iraq late on 
Monday, slightly wounding 
two security personnel, a 
senior security said.

CITY

Declare July Charter or face public wrath
FROM PAGE 1

March to Rebuild the 
Nation)”.

The march that started 
with a visit to Abu Sayed’s 
grave, is set to go through 
all 64 districts.

Nahid said, “Today, we 
have launched our July 
march. Martyrs like Abu 
Sayed continue to inspire 
our struggle to dismantle 
fascist systems. For 
generations to come, the 
people of Bangladesh will 
revere Abu Sayed, Mugdha, 
Wasim, and all other 
martyrs and wounded 
fighters.”

Yesterday marked the 
beginning of the first 
anniversary of the July 
uprising. Exactly one 
year ago, on this day, a 
movement began under the 

banner of Students Against 
Discrimination.

“That quota reform 
movement transformed 
into a mass uprising 
and brought down the 
authoritarian fascist 
government. The death of 
Abu Sayed played a vital 
role in that downfall.

“We are calling the July 
march: ‘A March to Build 
the Nation’.”

While visiting Abu 
Sayed’s grave, Nahid also 
paid tribute to all martyrs 
and injured fighters of July 
on behalf of the NCP, and 
all students and citizens 
who took part in the 
uprising.

“From here, we once 
again reiterate our three 
core demands: justice, 
reform, and a new 

constitution. To build a 
new Bangladesh, we must 
pursue justice and reform 
and move towards a new 
constitution through an 
elected constituent 
assembly.”

After visiting Abu 
Sayed’s grave, the march 
moved on to Gaibandha 
town, where the NCP 
held another rally on the 
Shaheed Minar premises at 
the town’s Municipal Park 
at 3:00pm.

Nahid said people did 
not take part in the mass 
uprising and shed their 
blood on the streets just 
so one party could replace 
another.

“The movement 
shattered fear and taught 
us to speak without 
hesitation. The movement 

brought about a new 
country, but the nation has 
not yet been built. We’ve 
taken to the streets to 
build a new country where 
people of all religions and 
ethnicities can express 
their opinions and claim 
their rights without fear.” 

Nahid was accompanied 
by NCP Member Secretary 
Akhter Hossen, Senior 
Joint Convenor Samanta 
Shermeen, Senior Joint 
Member Secretary Dr 
Tasnim Zara, Chief 
Coordinator Nasiruddin 
Patwari, and Chief 
Organiser (Southern 
Region) Hasnat Abdullah, 
among others.

[Our correspondent 
from Bogura contributed 
to this report.]

‘Rights abuses persist under 
this govt too’
FROM PAGE 2

Of the 103 incidents, the 
report attributed 48 to 
security forces, including 
operations in 34 villages, 
during which at least 125 
individuals were allegedly 
subjected to rights 
violations. Nineteen people 
were detained temporarily, 
while nine were implicated 
in what the report 
described as false cases.

Among the documented 
violations were arbitrary 
arrests of 49 individuals, 
reported forced religious 
conversion of 30 children, 
and grabbing of at least 
300 acres of land by 
influential outsiders and 
settlers.

While the government 
has reconstituted 
the three hill district 
councils, appointed a new 
chairperson to the CHT 
Development Board, and 
reformed the Peace Accord 
Implementation and 

Monitoring Committee, 
no sincere effort has 
been visible. Though six 
months have passed since 
the reconstitution of the 
committee, no meeting 
took place.

PCJSS alleged the 
government is pursuing 
a “fascist” approach to 
the CHT crisis through 
widespread deployment of 
security forces rather than 
implementing the peace 
accord.

The report further 
alleged that private 
entities and influential 
individuals initiated rubber 
plantation, horticulture, 
and tourism ventures 
in parts of Bandarban, 
including Lama, Alikadam, 
and Naikhongchhari, 
resulting in the eviction 
and harassment of local 
indigenous communities. 

PCJSS also documented 
21 incidents allegedly 
carried out by settler 

and land-grabbing 
groups, involving 79 
victims -- including 
the aforementioned 30 
children -- and the seizure 
of approximately 300 acres 
of land.

Fifteen cases of violence 
against indigenous women 
and children were recorded 
during the same period.

According to the 
report, no justice has been 
delivered in these cases, and 
perpetrators are reportedly 
enjoying impunity. The 
organisation warned of 
a rise in sexual violence 
against indigenous women 
as a result.

The report called for 
urgent government action 
to reverse the deteriorating 
human rights situation 
and fully implement the 
peace accord.

The Daily Star could not 
independently verify the 
claims made in the report.


