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The mother of July martyr Abu Sayed affectionately welcomes National Citizen Party Convener Nahid Islam. 
Nahid, along with other NCP leaders, visited Rangpur’s Pirganj yesterday to pay respect at the grave of Abu 
Sayed, a student at Begum Rokeya University who was shot dead during last year’s uprising.
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Protesters brave 
rain, warning

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

Defying rain, warnings, and exhaustion, 
the anti-quota protests gained 

momentum for the second consecutive 
day as hundreds of students and job 

seekers poured into the streets of 
Dhaka on July 2. Carrying the energy 

of the previous day’s mobilisation, 
demonstrators continued their demand 
to reinstate the 2018 circular that had 

abolished quotas in government jobs -- a 
circular recently nullified by a High Court 

verdict.
The day’s protests were part of a three-
day nationwide programme declared 
a day earlier by the Boishomybirodhi 
Chhatra Andolon (Students Against 

Discrimination), which was spearheading 
the agitation. The programme began 

around 2:45pm with a large rally from 
the Dhaka University Library premises. 
The procession moved through Nilkhet, 

Science Laboratory, and Bata Signal, 
finally arriving at Shahbagh intersection.

There, demonstrators occupied the 
streets, blocking traffic and chanting 

slogans such as “Quota na medha, 
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Declare July Charter or 
face public wrath

Says NCP, calls for march to Dhaka on Aug 3
STAR REPORT

National Citizen Party (NCP) Convener 
Nahid Islam said yesterday that 
any delay in announcing the July 
Declaration and the July Charter 
would not be tolerated and warned of 
compelling the interim government 
into making the announcements.

“We’re saying this very clearly: we 
want to issue a warning. If you, or the 
government, or anyone else, believe 
that those who took to the streets have 
now returned home, you are mistaken,” 
he said while visiting the grave of July 

martyr Abu Sayed in Rangpur.
“We, the people of Bangladesh, will 

go to every street and corner. We’ll 
call on students, the public, youth, 
and workers to take to the streets once 
again. We’re returning to Dhaka on 
August 3; we’ll enter the capital with 
the students, workers and people of 
Bangladesh.

“We’ll claim and secure the July 
Declaration and the July Charter.”

Earlier, the NCP announced a 36-
day nationwide party campaign titled 
“Desh Gortey July Padajatra (July 
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CASE AGAINST HASINA

ICT-1 begins 
hearing on 
charge framing 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The hearing on charge 
framing against former 
prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina and her two top 
aides began yesterday 
in a case filed over 
crimes against humanity 
committed during the July 
uprising.

In his submission to 
the International Crimes 
Tribunal-1, Chief Prosecutor 
Tajul Islam appealed for 
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SECOND EDITION

“The road ahead is difficult, but it 
holds immense possibilities. History 

bears witness that when the people 
rise, no force can stand in their way.”

Chief Adviser 
PROF MUHAMMAD YUNUS 

Remember July to 
resist fascism 

Says Yunus while inaugurating  
month-long programme

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus yesterday said every year the 
July uprising should be commemorated and people’s vows to resist 
autocracy should be renewed so that it can never raise its head in future.

While inaugurating a month-long programme marking the July 
uprising at his Tejgaon office, Yunus stressed the urgency of acting 
against autocracy before it begins to take shape so that the nation does 
not have to endure another prolonged struggle like the 16-year wait to 
uproot it.
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‘Seize the moment to 
anchor democracy’
Khaleda urges all to stay united

“A proportional 
representation 

electoral system might 
divide the society.”

TARIQUE RAHMAN

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Urging people to remain united, 
BNP Chairperson Khaleda 
Zia has said the country must 
quickly seize the opportunity to 
institutionalise the democratic 
system.

“The student-people uprising 
led to the fall of the fascist regime and created an opportunity to build 
Bangladesh anew. I pay tributes to the people who were martyred during 
the movement; my sympathies are for those who had been injured. The 
nation will forever remember their sacrifices,” said the former prime 
minister yesterday.
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